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16,000 BEER FLATS CHICAGO 


GRAB CUSTOMERS FROM CAFES 


Town Wide Open, but No Help to Cabarets—Only 
Four Real Money Makers—Character of Night 
Life Changing—Liquor in Sight Menace 


Chicago, March 27. 

It is estimated that 16,000 beer 
flats, “soft” drink parlors and plain 
speakeasies are operating in Chi- 
cago under the present liberal ad- 
ministration. This has been a 
strong factor in the dwindling 
business of the cabarets that have 
been getting it in the neck from all 
directions. 

At present there are four cafes 
regarded as real money-makers, 
Granada, Chez Pierre, Rainbo Gar- 


(Continued on page 37)° 


ASK EDISON TO 
PUT DODGE-U.A. 
HR. ON DISKS 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Dodge Brothers are negotiating 
with Thomas A. Edison to repro- 
duce the forthcoming secogd “Vic- 
tory” radio hour on ph®nograph 
records. This hour takes place 
March 29 with all United Artists 
film stars participating. If the 
scheme is carried out the three way 
profits are obvious and it will also 
be the first time this has ever been 
done, 

Preparations are now being made 
at the U. A. studios for the radio 


event With Douglas Vairbanks’ 
bungalow on the lot transformed 
into a broadcasting studio. The 


program was originally planned to 
take place in the local United 
Artists Theatre, but as the studio 
must be sound proof, hence the 
change to the bungalow. 
A loud speaker is to be placed on 
(Continued or page 57) 


Hope Hampton and G. 0. 


Hope Hampton and Jules Brula- 
tour sail for Europe May 26, where 
Miss Hampton contemplates making 
another colored picture under the 
direction of Leonce Perret. 

Miss Hampton has refused all 
Stage offers as she is training her 
Voice with the hope of attaining 
Brand opera. 


+ 


Looping a Bridge 


If anyone happens to think 
of it in about a month, stroll 
over to the East River and 
watch an aviator loop Brooklyn 
Bridge. The boys have flown 
under bridges, through Arc de 
Triomphes, etc., but this is 
supposedly the first attempt to 
weave a circle around such a 
structure. 

Lt. Paul Meyers, stationed 
on Long Island, is the aviator 
who says he will go under the 
famous span, then up, over and 
under again to complete the 
loop. 


TICKETS WITH SARDINES 


30c. Top Comedians in Seattle 
Hustling Hard for Delicates- 


Seattle, March 27. 
Toby’s Comedians, at the Third 
Avenue, with 30c. top, having a 


hard time to make the grade, Do- 


ing lots of papering, too. 

At some grocery stores a ticket 
to the show goes with a can of sar- 
dines or a little butter. Even a 
hamburger draws a pasteboard. 

Show is okay at the price, but 
with so many attractions and newer 
houses some of the old houses must 
suffer. 


Television Within 1 Year? 


Television 


may become a prac- 
tical amusement factor for home 
reception within a year. 


The interlocking Interests of 
Radio Corporation of America and 
General Electric, which latter has 
developed under Dr, E. W. 
Alexanderson’s inventive genius and 
direction, is a matter of great mo- 
ment to the show business. 

Considering RCA’s impending 
merger with the Victor Talking Ma- 
chine Co. and, the virtual monopoly 
of the cream of the radio-record 
industry, the allied corporate hold- 
ings auger some drastic innovations 
in home amusement. 

Dr. Alexanderson’s own statement 
on television placed a five-year 


limit on its practical operation. 


+ 


SUFFERING 
AND 


World’s Best Known Main 
Street Flooded by Auction 


Stores, Slot Machine 
Places and Even Stock 
Sellers Have Operated in 
Stores Between 42d and 
53d Streets—High Rents 
Hard for Reputable Mer- 
chants 


“NATIONAL PUBLICITY” 


The old Bowery moved uptown 
with 1,000,000 pairs of eyes laok- 
ing at it daily on Broadway, the 
world’s best-known Main Street, 
between 42d street and 53d street, 
has not improved the reputable 
business of that section. 

Legitimate merchants in the dis- 
trict complain of the invasion of the 
gyps and joints, with their tendency 
to give Broadway the atmosphere of 
the Bowery, and sending the bet- 
ter class of trade eastward. 


Fake jewelry stores, auction places 
operated with shills, and shoestring 
promotion with stock-on-sale dem- 
ostrations; penny, nickel and dime 


(Continued on page 2) 


PASTOR AT BANQUET 
INSULTS GIRL SINGER 


Rev. Roy Smith Doesn’t Get 
the Idea—Dashes Cold Water 
at Hot Mama 


Minneapolis, March 27. 
When Helen Snyder, local cabaret 
and private entertainer, patted his 
head, smoothed his hair and sang 
endearing terms to him in one of 
her “pick-out” song numbers at an 
(Continued on page 41) 


Acts in Public Markets; 
Showing 3 Times Daily 


Tacoma, Mareh 27. 
innovation in marketing’ has 
been inaugurated here with the 
construction of a modern theatre in 
the Crystal Palace public market, 


An 


Tacoma’s largest food emporium. 


BROADWAY’S BOWERY AIR 


Rooms, Fake Jewelry 


1 Semple 


+ 


DUMBEST QUESTIONS HEARD 
FROM PATRONS FILM HOUSES 


Feature of Naked Truth Dinner at Astor March 31 
—Originated by First National—Contributions 
from 100 U. S. Exhibitors 


When It Interferes 


Syracuse, N. Y., March 27. 

“Will you please tell me how 
long you're going to be broad- 
casting? You see, I'm just 
about to take my bath and I 
want to be sure you are going 
to play until I finish,” said a 
youthful feminine voice over 
the phone to WSYR here. 

The station obliged. 

Won't it be great when they 
get this television business 
working, too? 


CHORUS GIRL PRODUCERS 


Chelle Janis and Phyllis Paige Pre- 
sent “Jungle Fever’—$104 Gross 


Two former chorus girls, Chelle 
Janis and Phyllis Paige, grabbed a 
bankroll and joined as producersé 
Last week they offered “Jungle 
Fever” in Cleveland, booked in for 
two weeks there. Both girls are 
optimists, as indicated from their 
telegram to their agent in New 
York several days after the pre- 
miere. The message read: “Gross 
last night $104. Where do we play 
week of April 8.” 

Miss Janis hails from St. Louis 
and was in the chorus of “Big Boy.” 
After that she got a managerial 
urge by working in the office of 
Horace Liveright. Miss Paige is 
from Youngstown and also was in 
the former Jolson show. 

The play was written by Robert 
Siddons, said to be of the one time 
famous English stage family of that 
name. 


Aimee as Blues Singer 


Des Moines, March 27. 

Even the movies note a slacken- 
ing in business while the Aimee 
McPherson evangelistic 
campaign is in progress at the Co- 
liseum. It seats 7,000 and another 
thousand or two are turned away 
nightly. Aimee is even doubling 
with faith-healing matinees. 

What a blues singer she could be! 


GODOWSKY IN PERSON 


A broadside at the average fan 
mentality throughout America, a+ 
provided by 100 theatre owners, wil! 
be one of the features at the Naked 
Truth dinner of New York public 
ists (AMPA) March 31, the night 
before it appears in the house or- 
gan of its originator, First Nationa! 

The Hawley organization, as 
prompted by its chief publicist, 
Jerry Beatty, has spent the last few 
months polling exhibitors on th« 
Subject of craziest questions asked 


(Continued on page 45) 


MACHINERY OF 
COLUMBIA PROF. 
AS DRAMA TEST 


Prof. William H. Marsten of Co- 
lumbia university, who recently in- 
vestigated scientifically the reac- 
tions of blondes and brunets to love 
stimulil in motion picturessis con- 
tinuing his experiments in emotion- 
al psychology. 

Prof. Marsten believes 
machines for registering 
to dramatic situations 
over the preview 
a picture. The values 

(Continued on page 


2 Legit Stars in Chi 
Won’t Appear Sundays 


Chicago, March 27 

the Loop aren't 
playing Sundays, Kthel Barrymore, 
starring in “Her Constant Wife,” 
won't work on the Sabbath, and a4 
later arrival, Katherine Gornell in 
“The Letter,” hag decreed likewise. 

It’s unusual for Chicago. 


(BROOKS 


THE NAME YOU GO BY 
WHE N YOU GO TO BUY 


‘COSTUMES 


GOWNS. AND UNIFORMS. 


that his 
reactions 
have it ali 
system of testing 
of dramatic 


Two legits in 


Stanley picture houses have 
dated up Dagmar Godowsky for 
personal appearances. 

Her first will be at the Stunley- 


(Continued n page 45) 


Fabian, Jersey City. \ 
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7 Broadway as the Uptown Bowery. 


(Continued from page 1) 


glot machines; automatic every- 
thing; Spanish Inquisition pictures; 
side-show exhibitions with Coney 
Island ballyhoos, auto dispensaries 
of all kinds, including soda water; 
the enveloping Yellow Peril in the 
form of Chinese restaurants re- 
placing class cabarets of sainted 
memories, quick Juncheries§ and 
one-arm eaters with catch-as- 
catch enn enterprises; song and ra- 
dio shops spilling loudspeaker mu- 
sic, dance halls and night clubs; 
besides the Times Square sky- 
lines given over by the realty hold- 
ers to fancy and other electric signs 
that keep the million pairs of eyes 
off terra firma—have all lent them- 
selves to Broadway’s Bowery air 
that has near ruined the transient 
or drop-in business for the real 
merchants along the Canyon. 


With expiring leases or business 
failures, rents have held up, with 
sign space bringing the added gravy. 
That in part accounts for the influx 
of unstable ventures on the Times 
Square sector of Broadway. Another 
potent reason is these same blazing 
electric signs on fronts or tops of 
old buildings, along with the newer 
structure, give a large revenue from 
the up-in-the-air space to land- 
lords. 

All Wise 


Broadwayfarers as well as the 
transients are wise to the “mer- 
chants,” bauble sellers, coin slot 
machines, fake auction rooms and 
perennially emblazoned “closing 
out” and “fire sales” on buildings 
coming down probably by 1950. 

West 42d street, between Broad- 
way and 8th Avenue, with its 14 
theatres on that one block alone, 
cannot support a single cabaret, 
despite the vast extent of the float- 
ing population. The old Knicker- 
bocker Grill made a last desperate 
stand for.an impression but this 
week went Chinese-American. 


The biggest profiteers from this 
floating population are the outdoor 
advertising companies. The Great 
Light Way has been capitalized by 
the realty holders to the extent that 


‘they care comparatively little for 


their properties inside so long as 
the front or skyline is fully rented. 

The additional office space within 
the Square made possible by the 
new Paramount and Bethlehem 
(Bond) buildings and the office 
structure at 1680 Broadway (above 
the Earle building), also tend to- 
ward the lessened street demand. 
The new Salmon Towers, on West 
42d street off 65th avenue, has 
shifted some of the heart-of-Broad- 
ways tenants a bit off the beaten 
path for similar reasons of discrim- 
inating exclusiveness, The Bar 
Association office structure on 
West 43d street, as well as the re- 
modeled office’ building on 6th av- 
enue and 42d street (Meischmann 
bath site), also eased the office 
building condition. 


Theatres 


The mammoth picture houses, the 
abundance of the legit houses, 
which number about 70 with an 
average seating capacity of 1,100 
within Times Square, the pop- 
priced restaurants, the side show 
attractions like Hubert’s Museum, 
and the general popularity of Main 
street as a joy centre or parade 
ground, seems to have reacted 


negatively, despite the theorem that 
wherever a crowd congregates the 
values are highest. 

Broadway is now the most popu- 
lar promenade, day or night within 


Times Square, of any American 
metropolis, 
In the early evening probably 


100,000 theatregoers come into the 
Square, somewhat more gradually 
than they later leave. Matinee days 
see a like but lesser added jam 
of humanity, adding to the ever- 
pressing throngs on both sides of 
Broadway in the theatre area. 
But within the past two weeks 
two jewelers, a woman's wear store 
and one or two restaurants have 


planted signs outside, announcing 
their closing. 

Drawbacks 
Responsible jewelers, especially, 


report that Broadway in the Times 
Square district is the most unsat- 
isfactory locale in the city for the 
rent at present, due to the destruc- 
tion of regular business confidence. 
The’ same effect has evidently re- 
sulted in other lines of business 
through the establishment of too 
much Bowery and an admixture of 
6th and 8th avenues, for Broad- 
Wway’s appearance as an adverse in- 
centive for this Main Street as a 
business getter. 


‘Broadway rentals are averaging 
from $50,000 and upwards yearly, 
with store frontages from 20 to 30 
feet or less at $2,500 to $3,000 a 
front foot. This latter for choice 
locations. 


Staple Values Increase 

Rentals in this district are not 
dropping and will not drop despite 
influx of gyps, realtors state. Rent- 
als are destined to increase an- 
nually with the value of property 
increasing in the same proportion. 

As real estate men explain it the 
Times Square district is*no acci- 
dent. Broadway and 42d is the 
centre of the town, if not the uni- 
verse. The mobs emerging at night 
flood the Square, with the trend 
upward towards the Circle. Be- 
cause the Square is no accident real 
estate experts do not believe there 
will ever be any other centre for 
many years to come. 

Prices in this district for prop- 
erty are becoming so high that 
eventually, it is believed, the prop- 
erty will be in the hands of those 
concerns who must be located here. 
Property will not be purchasable, 
then, at any reasonable price. 

Advertising value of being located 
in the Times Square district will 
mean more than actual returns from 
passing trade, it is said, which may 
mean that national advertisers will 
want a B’way location, as Lucky 
Strike has, or the national adver- 
tisers with their bright signs. 

National Publicity 

Lucky Strike has a demonstration 
ground floor store in the Astor The- 
atre building, on the 45th street 
corner, northwest, of Broadway, 
paying $90,000 yearly rent, without 
making a sale. The cigaret firm 
paid $125,000 to equip the place. 

The Paramount building is looked 
upon, besides its actual money mak- 
ing propensities (net profit of $1,- 
000,000 reported In its first year as 
a picture theatre) as a national pub- 
licity medium. Showmen say that 
if Paramount credited its Para- 
mount building with $500,000 yearly 
for Paramount publicity, it would be 
a conservative amount. 


SAILINGS 


April 11 (New York to Paris): 
Arthur Kober, Lillian Hellman 
(Mrs. Kober), (De Grasse). 

April 7 (London to New York) 
Dora Maughan, Walter Fehl (Lap- 
land). 

March 31 (New York to Paris) 
Lester Jacob (Republic). 

April 28 (New York to Paris) 
Buster West (Ile de France). 


March 28 (New York to Nice) Mr. 
and Mrs. S. Jay Kaufman (George 
Washington). 

March 24 (New York to Paris), 
Will Hays (Leviathan). 

March 24 (New York to London): 
Peggy Joyce, Martin Downey (Le- 
viathan). 

March 24 (New York to London), 
Nelson Keys (Paris). 

March 24 (London to New York) 
Ronald Coleman (Berengaria). 

Reported through Paul Tausig & 
Son, 565-7th avenue: 

March 24 (New York to London) 
Phil Baker, Eddie + pane Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Purcell (Leviathan). 

March 21 (New York to London) 
Claudette Colbert, Norman Foster, 
James Kirkwood (Aquitania). 


Taxes and Costs Kill 
Off Berlin Night Clubs 


Berlin, March 16. 


Berlin nights clubs are in a bad 
way, victims of too much competi- 
tion and staggé@ring taxes, besides 
high operating costs. Changes of 
management and suspension are re- 
ported. 

The Florida, high class dance 
place, is one of the latest to shift 
management, Place employs six or 
eight acts. Former managers went 
broke and made a settlement at 30 
cents on the dollar. New proprie- 
tors, Wreschinski & Sachse, are ex- 
perienced operntors and have played 
up the show along cabaret lines. 

The Columbia, formerly the Ru- 
dolph Nelson theatre, started in Oc- 
tober with six acts and Enoch 
Light’s orchestra, but the “nut” is 
s0 high that negotiations are on for 
one of the biggest Hquor firms in 
the city to take it over. 


Keys Has 2 Plays 
Nelson Keys sailed from New 


York on the Paris Saturday with 


i*Rurlesque”’ and “Paris Bound” in 


his pocket for London production. 


Crowds Flock to See 


HARRY ROSE 


“The Broattway Jester” 
Paramountouring 


This In Paris 


By DAVID STURGIS. 


Paris, March 16. 

It ts amazing that Hannen 
Swaffer can write of a city like 
London. I spent a year there once. 
All I saw was some pea-soup and 
an Englishman about to think. Yet 
Swaffer does wonders for the City 
of a Million Prunes. London is not 
Paris. Sh! There’s a French girl 
listening. 


Boudoir Genius 


Paris is the City of Love. 
L’Amour! L’Amour! Chorus: 
If you haven’t got any money, 
you needn’t come around. 

Every theatre is a bedroom. Those 
who write for the stage over here 
are not dramatists; they are tran- 
s0m inspectors. Foreigners com- 
plain the Paris theatre has the 
downward vision. It is because 
everything is written from the hori- 
zontal bar on the top of a door. 
From “J’Adore Ca” every French 
author is a transom sleuth with the 
secrets of a chambermaid. 


The Scented Drama 


The manager of a Paris theatre 
would be a perfumer in New York. 
And the players bottles of cologne. 
When the curtain goes up, the 
Parisians put down their copies of 
“Les Fleurs du Mal.” They turn 
from Charlie Baudelaire to Houbi- 
gant Coty. 

The leading man comes out with 
a price list of the Rue de la Paix. 
Heroine calls for the Perfume of 
Innocence. The villain, working for 
“The Rose of Montmartre,” becomes 
very apache. He shoots the bottles 
off the shelf and the play is done. 
The war profiteers strut to the 
taxis. 

Paris is not New York. You can 
get a taxi here after the theatre. 

Next morning the critics say: 
“Wonderful play at the Madeleine. 
Great progress in the French stage 
since the days of Scribe and Sar- 
dou.” 

They never mention the Peugeots 
they get from the parfumeur. 


Wise Men of the West 


Time: Last Saturday night. 
Place: Cafe de la Paix. 

Discovered: Al Woods, Arch 
Selwyn and Irving Marke buyin 


beers on the terrace. : 
Each paying for his own. 
Woods 
Where does this city get off—bug- 
ging about culture? 


Selwyn 
Cultures? 

Woods 
You heard me! 

Selwyn 


You know the difference between 
culture and cultures? 
Woods 
When did you look tt up? (To 
Marks) Irvin, you went to the 
Mackay Schoo! in Berlin—and the 
Jack College in London? 


Marks 

Yes, sir. 
Woods 

You tell this oyster on my right. 
Marks 


Culture ts what bugs produce. 
Cultures are the bugs that pro- 
duce it. 

Woods 


€in gisgust) 


TI give this $10,000 a year— 


London as It Looks 
By HANNEN SWAFFER 


London, March 18. 

It was during the first night of “The Trial of Mary Dugan” at the 
Queen's theatre, when people were discussing the success excitedly, 

“Isn't it fine?” said an author I know. 

“Yes, replied a so-called London manager. “Didn't I spend three 
nights with Al Woods in New York trying to buy it?” 

Two hours later at supper, another London manager was complaining 
about Russell Janney, what a selfish man he was. 

“Why, he wouldn’t sell me ‘The Vagabond King’,” he said, although I 
spent a week trying to persuade him.” 

There are two fair examples of London managers today, I mean 
actually boasting of their astuteness in knowing if a play was good 
when they saw it—in America. 


London, U. S. A. 

You Americans have certainly stuntified our theatres. They have 
now got the Queen’s up like a New York court house. Even the pro- 
gram girls are dressed as New York women policemen, although I bee 
lieve you haven’t any. London policemen do not dare to stand outside 
the theatre because of the incongruity of their uniform against the back- 
ground of New York justice. 

You have no idea of the extent to which London is Americanized now, 
Whenever I sit in the Savoy Grill, it reminds me of the olds days of 
the Knickerbocker—everyone except Sam Shipman. 

Tallulah Bankhead, with a failure in “Blackmail,” they asked the 
American Bayard Veiller to re-write this English show and then wouldn’t 
agree with his suggestions—was there the other night talking about 
a special performance of “Chicago.” That was after “Declasse” was 
voted to be old-fashioned. They are both American plays, you see, 


Glad Hands Across the Sea’ 

Al Lewis was wondering whether “The Jazz Singer” would go in Lon- 
don. John Emerson and Anita Loos were at another table, busy over 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” Al Woods was joyous because the try- 
out week of “The Trial of Mary Dugan” at Golder’s Green had taken 
$17,000, a marvelous figure for an unknown show, and then made a record 
deal at the Queen’s, ; 

At nearly every table there was some American or other, selling some<- 
thing and finding nothing to buy. ; 


Invasions on Both Sides 

Yet when I saw John Emerson, it was not the American invasion of 
London but the English invasion of New York that we discussed. 

He said that the Alden Gay case—I mean the one where an unknown 
American woman, who was not an actress, had been stopped from draw- 
ing $30 a week at Kew, where they pay the smallest salaries in London— 
had reminded Actors’ Equity that all the-jazz singers in America could 
not come here and sing at once. In consequence, they were talking of 
limiting the number of actors allowed in America, 


John Emerson is Frank 

Ethel Barrymore's “Rule Columbia” speech demanding fewer English 
actors on Broadway was cabled here, just before I saw him. 

Emerson thought he and I might straighten matters out, so far as the 
profession on both sides was concerned. 

“I cannot hold my people in hand much longer,” he said. “Formerly, 
only the Sinn Fein element objected to English actors on the New York 
side. Now, there are two many of them, underselling our people some- 
times, and the trouble spreads. We worked out, a few weeks ago, that 
10 per cent of the actors on Broadway were English. If they acted only 
in English plays we should welcome them but now they are appearing 
in American plays as well.” 


The Sacred Barrymores 

That is all very well. Ethel Barrymore forgets that, a few years ago, 
she came here as Sir Henry Irving’s leading lady at the Lyceum. It is 
not our fault that, not long ago, Max Reinhardt went to New York with 
an actor who was called the “German John Barrymore.” She need not 
get sore with the English because of that. 

I know the Barrymores are royal on your side, but we did stand 
John Barrymore’s Hamlet here. It was dreadful. 

Besides, two new Edgar Wallace plays are due now, “The Flying 
Squad” and “The Man Who Changed His Name.” In the first, Peggy 
O’Neill, Yank, plays the lead. I don’t know why. In the other, although 
Robert Loraine produces it, Dorothy Dickson, Yank, is the leading lady, 
and Hartley Power, Yank, has a leading part. 


Let Us All Be Charitable 

I say this in all kindness and friendship, but, you see, your people do 
it over here. Remember this, when you blame ours on your side. 

Both Dorothy Dickson and Peggy O'Neill are much better known on 
our side than they would be in New York, if they returned. Melville 
Gideon found the same thing. 

I doubt if Edith Day today would make in New York the success she 
achieved at Drury Lane. Whispering Jack Smith is really a stage dis- 
covery of ours. So I could go on for a long time. 

John Emerson wants free trade in artists. I want free trade in man- 
agers. You can have ours. I want Jake Shubert over here. I offer you 
Joe Sacks in exchange. 


When the Shuberts Thimk Quick 
Al Woods, by the way, has found in Paris a play called “Jealousy,” 
one actor, one actress, one set—and that is all. He says it’s wonderful. 
“Have fine play, two players, one set,” he cabled the Shuberts thé 
other day. “Are you interested?” 
The answer was a strange one. 
“Yes, if it is musical comedy,” was the reply. 


set arose and took 16 bows—an‘ 
his stoops were 27. 


and he still puts a napkin in his 
neck. 

Can you beat it? 
was right. 


And Marks 


Unique Contract 


I had lunch with Jenny Golder 
the other day. She is convalescing 
at the Hotel Provencal, Juan-les- 
Pin, the resort on the Riviera that 
Howard Gould put on the map. 

While starring in the Palace Re- 
vue in this wicked city she fell and 
injured her left knee. It cost her 
the engagement, 400,000 francs in 
doctors’ fees and the nightly escort 
of Spadaro to the gate of 11 Rue 
Marbeau, 


Somerset Maughan Stoops 


“Rain” produced some perspira- 
tion in Paris. I attended two re- 
hearsals. The Frenchman who 
played the missionary asked me 
what religion was. I told him he 
better ask the author—my stern, 
unbending Puritan friend, John Col- 
ton. “Monsieur Colton,” he replied. 
“Then who is Monsieur Maugham 
Somerset?” I shook my head. 

Flash to the opening night. 
Maugham is surrounded by admir- 
ers in the right box. When Jane 
Marnac, who played Sadie, told the 
missionary he was the naughtiest 
man she had ever seen the audi- 
ence went wild. 

I swear what follows by the petals 


But listen to the saga of a gristle. 
She had a large piece of cartilage 
taken out of the joint of worship. 

“I hope you saved it,” I offered. 
“You bet your life,” she replied. 
“My legs have always got me thé 


money. Now I have a six-year 


of Saint Theresa. Monsieur Somer-]| contract for the cartilage alon: 
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COLORED 


ACT 


AUSTRALIA 


Musicians Caught in Nude 
Orgy with White Women 
of Melbourne 


Sydney, March 27. 
Sonny Clay’s colored musicians 
were caught in a nude orgy in Mel- 
bourne with white girls Sunday 
night, and Clay’s contract with the 
Tivoli Theatres, Ltd., was can- 
delled. 


Sonny Clay and his Negro band 
dre a Pacific coast organization. 
They had been booked for 10 weeks 
by the Tivoli theatres in Australia 
by Harry Muller, California repre- 
sentative. 

Clay's band had played four 
weeks in Sydney and gone to Mel- 
bourne for the remainder of the 
eontract. 

Clay’s outfit had been playing 
there as a unit under the title of 
“a Colored Idea.” 


“SPIRITUALS” WANTED 


Even Russia Wants American Negro 
Troup for State Theatres 


Paris, March 27. 

Europe seems to have turned for 
the moment from jfiazz to Negro 
spirituals. Little bands of the har- 
mony singers are in demand every- 
where. 

The Fisk Jubilee singers have re- 
ceived bookings for cities in Ger- 
many, Austria and Scandinavia, and 
even Soviet Russia has made a bid 
to play the group in the state-owned 
theatres. This engagement, how- 
ever, is still in abeyance. 


New Cabaret Walks 


Into Opening Trouble 


London, March 27, 

Greenpark Hotel’s new cabaret 
had a splendid opening, but two 
units of the ntertainment have al- 
rerdy walked out, one because of 
too much Lusiness. 

A Rumanian bund, designed as a 
special feature, was the first to 
leave, following a packed premiere, 
which left little space for dancing. 
Thé excuse was that the place was 
too crowded. 

Then Cecil Cunningham, featured, 
quit after three nights. Her claim 
was that the management wanted 
to routine her act. She’s booked 
for Australia. 

The Greenpark had been doing 
practically nv supper trade, but 
opening of the cabaret brought out 
a heavy attendance of celebrities. 
The show is under direction of Ed- 
ward Laurillard, with Rex Evans, 
from the Cafe Anglais, sharing bill- 
ing with Miss Cunningham prior to 
her departure. 


Loraine Leaves Play 
London, March 27. 


Robert Loraine leaves Edgar 
Wallace’s play, “The Man Who 
Changed His Name,” tomorrow 


(Wednesday) and will be replaced 
by Hartley Power of that company. 

Wallace, author, assumes the en- 
tire financial responsibility and is 
Placing his wife in charge. Both 
sides profess friendship, but there 
is a strong suspicion here that au- 
thor and star have quarreled. 


DUCKING! 


London, March 28. 

The detrimental reception accord- 
ed Keller Sisters and Lynch, which 
this trio later overcame by carrying 
on, is the reason given for the 
Rhythm Boys declining a date at 
the Cafe de Paris. 

Paul Whiteman’s youngsters heard 
about the opening of the other act 
and, although booked at the cafe for 
four weeks starting April 9, they've 
cancelled, 


The Tiller Dancing Schools 


of America, Inc. 


‘226 West 72d Street, NEW YORK 


MARY READ, President 
Phone Endicott 8215-6 


New Classes Now Forming 


ANOTHER PARIS PLAY 
ABOUT FLIRTY MATES 


Paris, March 27. 

Flirtatious mamas and papas con- 
tinue to furnish plays to the Paris 
stage. This time it’s “Rien que 
Nous Deux” (“Only We Two"), pro- 
duced March 23 at the Theatre de 
la Renaissance, to a favorable re- 
ception. 

Piece is comedy by Mouezy-Eon 
and Pierre Chaine and has in its 
cast Marcel Andre, Jean Wall, 
Georges Lecomte, Argentin, Gildes, 
Mmes. Paule Rolie, Alice Cocea and 
Vernades Lorza,. 

Tells of loving couple who be- 
come estranged when the wife flirts 
with a politician, intending thereby 
to bring husband’s promotion in the 
colonial service. The husband has 
an affaire with the wife of a Greek 
financier and their domestic reila- 
tions are on the eve of a crash, 
when the situation is saved by the 
intervention of a sympathetic priest. 

A French version of “The Lido 
Lady” was presented Saturday last 
at the Apollo by Edgar Riotgens’ 
Belgian troupe from the Casino at 
Brussels. Venture looks like a 
moderate success. 


Leslie Stuart, 64, Dies; 
Last Opera Unproduced 


London, March 27. 

Leslie Stuart, 64, composer, died 
here today. 

His daughter, May, found him on 
Christmas Eve, neglected and look- 
ing as though he hadn't eaten for 
days. Stuart’s obstinacy and care- 
lessness brought him to poverty. 
When his daughter found him, she 
took Stuart home and tended him 
in comfort until he died. 

Just before the end Stuart sent 
for Hannen Swaffer and placed in 
his hands his unproduced opera, 
“Nina,” which the Shuberts were 
to have done, but over which they 
and the composer quarreled. 

Frederick Lonsdale has _ half 
promised Swaffer that he will re- 
write the book for autumn produc- 
tion, probably by John Southern. 


Glenn Ellyn’s Tutor 


London, March 27. 

Glenn Ellyn, American dancer, 
opened at Budapest and was imme- 
diately secured by the King’s the- 
atre to play “Wanda” in “Rose- 
Marie.” 

To overcome the language diffi- 
culty, management has engaged a 
special tutor to teach Miss Ellyn 
Hungarian, 


2 LONDON OPENINGS 
London, March 27. 

“So This Is Love,” the Stanley 
Lupino show by Arthur Rigby and 
Lupino and which is now touring, 
comes to the Winter Garden 
April 23. 

Another opening will be at the 
Playhouse when “The Second Man” 
ceases to draw. Daniel Mayer Com- 
pany is preparing to bring in “Con- 
traband,” recent Q theatre produc- 
tion, at this theatre. 


Back in Garden 


London, March 27. 

Negotiations are pending for the 
taking over of the Winter Garden 
to restore its musical comedy policy. 
“The Spider,” current, is due to 
close Saturday (March 31). 

The theatre is one of the six 
Shubert houses here but identity of 
the respective lessee is not dis- 
closed, 


Musical 


Switch in Cafe Date 
London, March 27. 

White and Manning, booked for 
the Kit Cat restaurant in April, will 
probably be switched to the Cafe de 
Paris, under the same management. 
The change is due to Sophie 
Tucker going into the Kit Cat. 


5 Yacht Club Boys 
London, March 27. 

Four Yacht Club Boys have re- 
united and increased their number 
to five with the addition of Eddie 
Ward. 

Act will open at the Cafe de Parts 
April 2, 


“Lord Babs” Extended 
London, March 27%. 
The engagement of “Lord Babs,’ 
at the Vaudeville, has been extended 
until May 6. 


WILL MAHONEY 
The New York “JOURNAL” said: 
“TI take great pleasure in assuring 

the public that Will Mahoney is 

probably the most nimble - footed 
and at the same time the most ir- 
resistible comedian galumping on 
the boards today. Last night he 

was showered with applause, and I 

assure you the comical antics of 

Mahoney will make “Take the Air” 

much worth your while.” 


Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM, 1560 Broadway 


Fatty’s Paris Ovation 


Paris, March 27. 

Roscoe Arbuckle's arrival in Paris, 
where he is to play a few weeks of 
vaudeville dates, was the signal for 
the biggest ovation since the greet- 
ing of the Afgan king. 

Thousands of Parisians crowded 
the railroad station, pushing up to 
the gates to get a closeup of the 
comedian and shouting “Fattee!” 
“Fattee!” 

The screen comedian made a brief 
speech in which he said the prelim- 
inaries have been arranged for his 
return to the pictures. 

Arbuckle goes on tour after two 
weeks in local vaudeville. 

The comedian had an indiffer- 
ent reception upon his opening Fri- 
day last at the Empire here. His 
material is quite unsuited to a 
French public which has no ac- 
quaintance with English. 

Friday evening the audience be- 
came impatient and for a time re- 
fused to let the turn continue. 
Frankie James also opening at the 
house got little from an audience 
that didn’t understand what it was 
about. 

James Morgan, plano-violinist, 
was favorably received on the same 
bilL 


Gene Gerrard Turns Down 


Role in “Show Boat” 


London, March 27. 
Gene Gerrard will not play in, 
“Show Boat” at Drury Lane, but 
will holiday im America, after three 
years in consecutive work in the 
West End. 


Gerrard read the script and told 
Sir Alfred Butt it did not hold a 
suitable part for him. Butt agreed 
to let Gerrard out but hoids him 
under contract for three more pro- 
ductions, 


MONA GREY COMING OVER 

London, March 27. 
Mona Grey has been booked to 
play four weeka for Keith-Albee at 
a salary of $350. 


There'll be a salary raise if she 
makes good, and she opens in Amer- 
ica April 19. 


Thalbergs Italy-Bound 
Paris, March 27. 
Irving Thalberg and his wife, 


Norma Shearer, are in Parison their 
belated honeymoon, making plans 
for a visit to Italy next in their two- 
month vacation jaunt. 


Medley and Dupree Booked 
London, March 27. 


Medley and Dupree have been 
booked to open at the Victoria 


,| Palace (vaudeville) tm June, 


Collegiate Night 


London, March 19. 

Considerable apprehension ts 
felt in the West End with the 
approach of Boat Race Night, 
the occasion of the annual race 
between Oxford and Cambridge 
crews. Most managements is- 
sued statements they would 
not be responsible for the re- 
turn of money in the event of a 
disturbance or curtailment of 
show. 

Last year the Hippodrome 
lost $1,500 in refunding money 
and transferring tickets for 
another night. “The Spider” 
management heard rumors of a 
mass descent, with every un- 
dergraduate to unanimously 
declare he was guilty of the 
play's murder. 


STOCKHOLDERS APPLY 
TO WIND UP L. T. V. 


London, March 27%, 

Application has been made to 
wind up the affairs of London The- 
atres of Varieties. 

J. Fortescue, large preferred 
stockholder in the corporation, ask- 
ed for the order and M. Evershed, 
also made a like petition on the be- 
half of 265 stockholders, who took 
a serious view of some later trans- 
actions of the board. 

The judge has adjourned the pe- 
tition until April 3 as the com- 
pany is holding another meeting 
April 2, with the idea of having 
the voluntary finish passed upon. 


“Cocoanuts” in Doubt; 
Cochran’s Revue Liked 


London, March 27. 
“Cocoanuts’” opening perform- 
ance went over with a snap at the 
Garrick. It surprised the wise mob 
who had predicted a dire flop. How- 


ever, the pessimists may be right 
as the show isn’t doing business. 

It has been touring in the prov- 
inces and rumors were rife that 
the backer had ceased his support 
and that Jack Hulbert, staging the 
dances, had walked out, etc. 

Splendid individual hits were 
scored by Fred Dupreze and Pat 
and Terry Kendall, with special 
commendation for the chorus. 

Over at the Pavilion it’s another 
story where C. B. Cochran's new 
revue came in. With book, lyrics 
and music by Noel Coward, the 
show lines up as an artistic triumph 
lacking outstanding personalities 
amongst the principals. It was 
splendidly welcomed and will prob- 
ably have a long run. 

Capacity of the Pavilion has been 
enlarged and for the first night the 
pit was removed. The entire lower 
floor was sold as orchestra seats 
at $8 per stub. 

“Cocoanuts” closes at the Garrick 
after two weeks, laying off one week 
and then playing Golder’s Green. 
If a new bankroll manifests itself 
the show may return to the Vaude- 
ville theatre. That is unlikely. 


“BARKER’S” LONDON CAST 


London, March 27, 
“The Barker,” which brings Al- 
bert DeCourville back into harness 
as a producer, will have the follow- 
ing cast: James Kirkwood, Norman 
Foster, Claudette Colbert, Blythe 
Daly, Ben Wheldon, Frances Car- 
son and three other members espe- 
cially imported from America. 
Show is due to open in Cardiff 
April 9 and will tour for six weeks 
before coming to the West End. 


“Whispering Friends” 
London, March 27. 

English rights to George Cohan’s 
“Whispering Friends” have been 
purchased by Charles Gulliver and 
Henry Sherek. 

Show is to be produced here in 
September with an all-British 
cast. 


Buys 


Americans Abroad 


Paris, March It. 
Rod La Rocque and 
Vilma Banky, Harold Boldine, Al- 
bert Payson ‘Terhune, Al Woods, 
Bertin Kaye, Al Lewis, Cecil Lean, 
Cloe Mayfield, Patsy Ruth Miller 


In Paris: 


and Maria Corda. 


| 


HEAVY RECEPTIONS 
FOR AMERICANS 


Joe Termini Among Vaude Hits 
Monday in London—Edith 


Clifford Off Vic.-Pal. Bill 


London, March 27. 


Joe Termini's return to the Colle 
seum (vaudeville) yesterday had & 
much happier result than his pre- 
vious engagement there. This was 
mainly due to co-operation by the 
orchestra and a big reception was 
tendered the comedy musician. 

On the same bill Carola Goya 
and Carlos DeVega, making their 
English debut in Spanish dances, 
pleased. They also opened nicely 
four weeks’ engagement at the Kit 
Cat last night. 

At the Metropolitan (vaudeville) 
Ki Cleve made his first appearance 
in this city after several weeks in 
the provinces. He came within an 
ace of stopping the show with his 
xylophone playing and chatter. 

Reappearing here after nearly 
two years, Harry Thurston (Eng- 
lish) scored neatly at the Alhambra 
(vaudeville). He is doing two new 
numbers and one revival. 

Edith Clifford only bowed off at 
the Victoria Palace after a clever 
speech brought on by the rendition 
of six numbers. This morning Miss 
Clifford developed laryngitis and 
her doctor ordered immediate can- 
cellation. Cecil Cunningham is re- 
placing for the remainder of the 
week. 


Georgie Harris From 


England Permanently 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

George Harris, English actor who 
twice had to return,to his home 
country when his immigration per- 
mit expired, is back in the United 
States for good. 

He returned to the Fox lot with 
which he has a contract, having 
come into America under the new 
British quota, getting a number. 

Harris will be featured in a series 
of juvenile short subjects, to be 
made by Fox for next year’s releas- 
ing program. 


Maybe King Was 
Wise to Dumb Acts 


London, March 27. 

A special performance at the 
Coliseum (vaudeville) was arranged 
yesterday for the visiting Afghan 
King and party, but King Amanul- 
lah didn’t appear. However, the 
royal party attended and enjoyed 
themselves. 

Three of the current acts on the 
bill were deleted for the perform- 
ance and as many dumb acts sub- 
stituted. 


English Tax Stands 
London, March 27, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 


states that the entertainment tax 
will not be abolished for the com- 
ing year over here. 


Dora Maughan at Palace, N. Y. 
London, March 27. 
Dora Maughan is sailing from 
here to open at the Palace, New 
York, April 30. 
She is due for return dates here 
in September. 
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4 VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, March 28, 1928 


“TAY PAY” CHILLY 


BRITAIN FILM QUOTA LAW 


President of England’s Censoring Board Mentions 


Some Things on U. S. 


His Unusually Strong 


Pictures in England and 
Position 


American producers need never 
be in fear of England's five per cent 


quota developing into an embargo; 
in fact, the present quota is signfi- 
cant of just a mild reminder that 
the Britons are set to concede a bit 
and to accept a few concessions 
from the Yanks. 

Outside of that, American product 
docking in England is steadily im- 
proving in quality. Nothing is said 
about the pictures English  pro- 
ducers are turning out, but the 
American exhibitor, like the Amer- 
ican cloak and suit model, is not 
expected by England to buy what 
he cannot hope to realize a margin 
of profit on in his own country. 

These are a few of the views ob- 
tained by Variety over a cup of tea 
with “Tay Pay” O'Connor, president 
of the British censor board and the 
man who wields more power in his 
own industry overseas than a dozen 
Will Hays could here. 

On the night Mr. O’Con: sailed 
for England after spendi three 
weeks in New York without having 
visited a single American producer 
or executive, although he conceded 
Hays did send a representative to 
his suite in the Hotel Ambassador, 
O'Connor was able to state that al- 
though English film circles have 
their politics, celluloid factionalism 
here is “by far the worse.” O’Con- 
nor attributes the confidence of his 
own trade to the fact “that I never 
open my lips on politics in that 
trade.” 

About the possibility of American 
producers setting up studios in Eng- 
land, O’Connor refused to state 
whether it might have anything to 
do with the quota or a means to get 
around it. 

“Tl am not interested in the quota,” 
he said. “I did not vote for or 
against it in the House of Com- 
mons. What you now ask me comes 
under the heading of politics and 
you already have my answer.” 


Quota Short Lived 


O’Connor clearly indicated the 
quota law as a step not in accord 
with his policy of impartialism. It 
was gathered that he is also of the 
impression it will not be long-lived. 
At the same time reported enmities 
between the twe industries are con- 
sidered ty him as greatly exag- 
gerated and a matter which he per- 
sonally thinks could be settled by 
“a good understanding which would 
be to the mutual advantage of pro- 
ducers on both sides o: the water.” 

The British censor chief is not of 
the opinion that American films are 
indispensable to foreign exhibitors. 
Their houses, he believes, could find 
plenty of excellent material from 
European studios; sufficient to en- 
able them to carry on and realize 
a profit without a single cinema be- 
ing imported from the U. S. A. 

O’Connor conceded America will 
always be in the production lead so 
far as England is concerned, be- 
cause of its greater population and 
wealth, but mainly because of its 
Wall Street promoters. 

Can’t Get to Him 

O’Connor that his post was 
unlike Will Hays’ in many respects. 
During his talk he stated that in the 
11 years he has held the post deci- 


snie 


sions of his have only been reversed 
six times. 

“T have never allowed a _ person 
engaged in cinema to be my host 
even at a meal,” he continued, as 
further reason for the confidence 
reposed in him by the British in- 


dustry—the knowledge that no pic- 
ture man could ‘get to” him. 

Explaining his job, O'Connor 
gaid: 

“My -position is the most anony- 
mous in the world. It is not a stat- 
utory body. It is a voluntary asso- 
ciation created by the trade. It has 
no legal pewers. I am neither ap- 
pointed nor dismissable by the 
government. I have no legal rights 
over the local municipal authorities. 
I have no legal rights over the in- 
dividual exhibitor. It is one of the 


iogical institutions which in Eng- 


land work satisfactorily. What I 
do not get by legal statute I have 
obtained by the cordial approval 
and co-operation of the authorities 
and the trade. The municipal au- 
thorities, though free to differ from 
me, have not done so a half dozen 


High Price Repairs 


The $40,000 timepiece atop 
the Paramount building has 
hardly proved a_ profitable 
venture for the Seth Thomas 
people. 

Resetting the hands and re- 
pairing machinery damaged by 
high winds will set Seth back 
| over 20 thou. 


BRONX PICKED 
STOCK GYPS 
FOR FILM COIN 


Blue Sky Sellers Tell the 
Money Lovers ‘Queen of 
Queens’ Follows 


A new type of Broadway wolf 
who capitalizes on the ballyhoo of 
a big film while it is at its Broad- 
way box office zenith, has made its 
bow. As investigated by New 
York’s Better Business Bureau, the 
scheme is a fake stock selling prop- 
osition. It must be turned over 
quickly to reap in the marks who 
are overwhelmed by being able to 
“get in on something cheap.” 

The case on record with the bu- 


reau shows two flashily dressed af- 
fables crashing the Bronx with 
“stock” in “The King of Kings” at 
$100 per share. In addition to the 
news columns and reviews, @ veri- 
table book of clippings on the De- 
Mille picture of its cost at $5,000,000 
and its drag-’em-in success with 
Broadway crowds is waved in the 
face of the Bronx commuter or his 
excited wife. 

Even greater than the red flag 
before the bull is their high-pres- 
sured talk that the hundred not 
only pulls them in on the rake-off 
but also gives them first wallop at 
another investment in a still great- 
er picture—the King’s sister picture, 
“The Queen of Queens.” 

The bureau is investigating the 
report of one Bronxite who claims 
he talked to the boys and would 
have fallen had it not have been 
for a shortage of the hundred, 
which the “salesmen” said was an 
immediate requisite. 


Dupont’s ‘Moulin Rouge’ 


Good for America 


London, March 27. 

“Moulin Rouge,” the British film 
directed by E. A. Dupont, came into 
the Tivoli and is a magnificent 
spectacle with an unsatisfactory 
story. 

Picture needs drastic cutting but 
would hold up in America. 

The picture, originally 
feet, is being constantly 
4,000 feet already deleted. 


in 12,000 
cut with 


‘Wings’ Impresses London 


London, March 27. 
“Wings,” Paramount’s aeroplane 
super, opened impressively at the 
Carlton last night. 
Picture has been launched with 
beautiful stage settings. 


times in the 11 years I have been In 
office. 

“The exhibitors have passed a 
resolution by which no one can re- 
main a member of their organiza- 
tion unless he accepts my position. 

“The government authorities 


know that I will never accept any- 
thing that is contrary to the inter- 
ests of the nation and that when I 


am in doubt I always consult them.” 


WALT ROESNER 
The popular bandsman now in his 
Sth month at the Capitol, New 
York, the longest consecutive en- 
gagement of any master of cere- 
monies in a Broadway theatre. 

Mr. Roesner is from San Fran- 
cisco, where he appeared for two 
years at Loew’s Warfield, under the 
@irection of Fanchon and Marco. 


Will Hays Unaffected 
With Picture Showmen 


Will H. Hays, president of the 
Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 
tributors’ Association, left for 
France on the Leviathan Saturday, 
presumably for the purpose of safe- 
guarding American picture interests 
in France,*threatened by the regu- 
lations issued by the French Cine- 
ma Control Commission. 

Before leaving Hays asked for 
and received permission to go from 
Senator G. P. Nye, chairman of the 
Committee on Public Lands and 
Surveys, recently investigating oll 
matters in which Hays seemed to 
be concerned. Answering Hays’ 
request, Nye stated that “I am sure 
your going abroad will not be con- 
sidered by any member of the com- 
mittee as an attempt on your part 
to evade further questioning.” 

In many quarters locally Hays’ 
sudden departure is believed due to 
his desire to escape current attacks 
which have been quietly forming as 
a result of his alleged Republican 
political connections revealed by 
the oil investigation. 

The attacks made quite generally 
on Hays and his position as a rep- 
resentative for the picture industry 
due to the oil hearings are not 
deemed likely to have any effect on 
his future connection with the M. 
P. P. & D. A. 

If destruction of his power or 
weakening of his connections with 
church and public officials tirough- 
out the country follow as a result 
of the oil inquiry, that may result 
in Hays temporarily retiring into 
the background but without leaving 
the Hays organization. 

As far as the major members of 
the M. P. P. & D. A. are concerned, 
there is little if any question as to 
the solidity of Hays’ position. The 
oil inquiry is looked upon by show- 
men as pure (or otherwise) politics, 
with so many possible angles to it 
they do not even attempt to diag- 
nose or dissect any. 


WEATHER FORECAST 


Washington, March 27. 

Inquiry at Weather Bureau gives 
the following outlook for the week 
beginning tomorrow (28): 

Fair weather in all sections east 
of the Mississippi River Wednes- 
day and in Atlantic States Thurs- 
day (29). 

Showers are likely to set in over 
the Chicago and Pittsburgh areas 
by Thursday night, rather generally 
east of Mississippi River on Fri- 
day, and generally fair weather in- 
dicated for Sunday and probably 
Monday. 

Temperature 


will begin to rise 
Wednesday (28) and warmer 
weather will prevail generally 
Thursday. Cooler at end of week. 


Film on Gerry Society 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Paramount contemplates a pic- 
ture based on the activities of the 
Gerry Society of New York, and will 
endeavor to obtain co-operation of 
the latter organization in produc- 
tion of the picture. The Gerry So- 
ciety is New York’s Society for 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children. 

For the picture, Esther Ralston 
is slated to star, with Josef von 


Sternberg directing. 


PARAMOUNT SET ALREADY 


FOUR FRENCH QUOTA FILMS 


‘Has Leon Perrett’s Native 


Production, “The Orchid 


Dancer,” Which Opens Way for Visa of Ameri. 
can Productions—United Artists Has Ingram 


House Loud Speakers 
For Dodges’ Big Hour 


Chicago, March 27. _ . 
Great States theatres will 


install radios with toud- 
speaker equipment during the 
Dodge radio broadcast of 


United Artist luminaries. 


ENGLISH STOCK 
FLOTATION 
FALLS DOWN 


$15,000,000 Issue for Gib- 
bons-Szarvasy Not Sell- 
ing Well 


London, March 27. 
The $15,000,000 flotation of the 
General Theatres Corp. by the Gib- 
bons-Szarvasy interests has not 
been successful, 


Underwriters admit being left 
with 50 per cent of the stock issue 
and local trade press estimates 90 
per cent should be the figure. Va- 
riety’s information is that around 
78 per cent is the actual amount 
not taken by the public. 

Gibbons-Szarvasy group have 
been in competition with the Gau- 
mont-British in the theatre buying 
mania over here and have been pur- 
chasing houses for which much of 
the $15,000,000 would be needed for 
conversion into picture theatres. 

A principal reason for the public 
not buying is that it seems uncon- 
vinced the theatres taken over are 
likely to succeed as picture houses. 
Public’s further deduction on this 
point is that these theatres, as a 
whole, have too great a proportion 
of cheap seats to measure up to 
the prospectus’ promises, 


W. P. Films and Nordisk 


London, March 27, 

Julius Hagen, of W. P. Films, 
Ltd., is in on a deal with the Nordisk 
Company of Denmark which will 
swing that firm into the Wembley 
company. The terms are that Ru- 
pert Mason and associates take a 
large block of Nerdisk stock in re- 
turn for the release throughout Eu- 
rope of Wembley films and the ad- 
vance by Nordisk of a part of the 
negative costs. 

Mason Pugh and Weil are again 
working together with A. Bencad, 
head of Nordisk. Titheradge is as- 
sociated with Hagen. 


FILMING REAL LEGION 
Metro Has Staff in Mineene at Work 
on Former Officer’s Scenario 


Paris, March 27. 
George Hill, Harold Wilson, Percy 
Hilburn and Charles’ Marshall, 
members of a Metro-Goldwyn- 


Mayer party, arrivea in Paris a few 
days ago to meet Major Preckskoff, 
former officer in the Foreign Legion. 

They are on their way to Morocco, 
there to make a film record of the 
field operations of the Foreign Le- 
gion to be incorporated into a pic- 
ture production made around a 
scenario by Preckskoff. 


NEW EMPIRE IN SEPT. 
London, March 27. 

The New Empire, picture house, 
replacing the old Empire in Leices- 
ter Square, will open in September. 

House will be managed by David 
Goldenberg, brought over from 
America to manage the Tivoli. 


Paramount has already made 
arrangements to handle the new 
French film regulation situation, 
whiie United Artists is approaching 
the British quota restriction through 
another method. These two trans- 
actions are the moves of the Amer- 
ican industry to adjust its foreign 
trade to the new Buropean legis. 
lation. 

In one case Paramount has pur- 
chased the picture “The Orchid 
Dancer” starring Ricardo Cortez 
and made in Nice by Franco Films 
under direction of Leon Perrett, 
French director with an American 
following. 

In the other case United Artists 
has contracted for a production of 
“Three Passions,” Cosmo Hamilton 
story, to be produced by Rex 
Ingram, also in Nice, with Alice 
Terry starred. The significant de- 
tail of both deals is that in each 
picture, director and star are citizens 
of the foreign nations concerned and 
at the same time have large follow- 
ings in the United States. 

The Ingram-Terry picture will 
have drawing power from these two 
names upon its American release, 
and at the same time will open the 
way for release of other American 
product in England under the quota 
law. 

The Perrett-Ricardo hook up works 
out even more brilliantly. Para- 
mour.t’s deal for the American re- 
lease gives them a picture with 
names of potential drawing power 
here and by its release of this one 
subject it becomes eligible under 
the new regulation for visa on four 
American-made releases for exhibi- 
tion in France. 

Ingram is of British birth and re- 
tains his citizenship after many 
years residence in th States. Miss 
Terry is of American birth but took 
on her husks 1d’s nationality upon 
marriage and now travels under 
British passport. Ingram owns the 
studio plant in Nice where he has 
been producing for three years. He 
leases the entire plant to the Franco 
Film Co., French organization, but 
under agreement retains the privi- 
lege of renting it back for himself. 
Perrett is the active executive of 
the Franco company. His best 
known recent. work for Parafffount 
in this country was “Sans Gene.” 

For the new United Artists pro- 
duction Ingram has assembled a 
technica] staff mostly of American 
training, the most recent addition 
being Arthur Ellis, film editor, who 
cut and assembled Ingram’s “Garden 
of Allah.” He sails for Nice 
March 31. 


C. B. Hawley Reported 
Leaving F. N. Presidency 


Strong reports are that Clifford 
B. Hawley, president of First Nae 
tional, is shortly to vacate the post, 


without successor so far settled 
upon. 
Mr. Hawley accepted the office 


a few months ago under a year’s 
contract at rumored salary of $65,- 
000. It is the understanding that 
with any change in the presidency 
a settlement will be effected with 
Hawley for his unexpired term. 

Hawley made no pretense of pro- 
duction or showmanly knowledge 
when accepting the F. N. post. He 
came from banking connections. 
Previously his knowledge of the pic- 
ture trade had been gained as @ 
member of the Stanley Company's 
board of directors. 

First National has operated as 
two distinct units; executive end in 
New York and production division 
in Burbank, Calif. 

R. A. Rowland as general mane 
ager of the organization is activé 
in both ends. 


SALLY RAND IN F. & M. UNIT 


Los Angeles, March 

Fanchon and Marco have booked 

Sally Rand for a tour of the West 
Coast houses with a unit. 

Miss Rand formerly appeared in 
an act in the east. She has been 
working now and then in pictures 
in the various studios in Holly- 
wood. 
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MILLE TAKING WEEKS 
DECIDE CONNECTIONS 


Continuing With Pathe or Going to United Artists— 
Wants Assurance of Reduced Distributing Costs 
by Pathe—Friendly With Joe Kennedy 


From sources close to Cecil B. 
DeMille, it is said in New York 
that that director has concluded to 
take two more weeks in which to 
decide upon his future film connec- 
tions. The account adds there are 
but two that DeMille prefers; either 
to continue with Pathe under cer- 
tain conditions, or go with United 
Artists. 

New York has had reports that 
DeMille and Jos. M. Schenck have 
had personal talks on DeMille join- 
ing U. A., but DeMille’s New York 
intimates also state that he and 
Joe Kennedy, now the unofficial boss 
of Pathe, are very friendly. They 
point to DeMille’s suggestion of 
last fall that Kennedy try to re- 
juvenate Pathe, additionally to his 
post as president of FBO, a sugges- 
tion immediately concurred in by 
J. J. Murdock, Pathe’s president. 

DeMille’s continuance with Pathe 
is reported contingent on Pathe se- 
curing first class first runs for its 
preduct. DeMille is said to other- 
wise believe his class of feature pic- 
ture could not make money for 
Pathe as the distributor, nor for his 
own producing company. 

A fault there is alleged with the 
Pathe sales organization. That de- 
partment from the account is be- 
ing operated under a weekly cost 
of $110,000. To relieve the situation 
a readjustment is said by DeMille 
to be imperative, did he remain. 
Should such a readjustment occur 
it is reported that Elmer Pearson 
will leave Pathe, with John C. Flinn 
remaining. 

A budget prepared for Pathe’s 
new season is reported at from 
$75,000 to $100,000 for regular pro- 
gram features, and not to exceed 
$150,000 for specials. 

Pathe contemplates the release of 
$0 features for 28-29, with five al- 
ready completed. 


Movietoning Prologs 
For Small Houses 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
Arrangements are being made by 
West Coast Theatres for Movieton- 
ing of Fanchon & Marco prologs. 
These prologs will be used in 
towns and houses where the ani- 
mate Fanchon & Marco shows do 
not appear and will also serve as 
introductions in eastern theatres for 
these prologs and presentations un- 
til the latter are sent back east next 
season. 


Dunbar, Actor-Painter 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

David Dunbar, in “The Yellow 
Lily” for First National, is also con- 
ducting an exhibition of his paint- 
ings simultaneously. 

Dunbar was an Australian painter 
before coming to Hollywood to act 
in pictures, 

If the sale of his oils now on ex- 
hibition is successful, he will pull 
Stakes and move to England to en- 
Sage in picture work. 


“Body Beautiful” Contest 


Dallas, Tex., March 27. 
A “body beautiful” contest is an 
exploitation idea sponsored by the 
Palace. Bert Kahn will officiate. 
Act goes on the stage this Sat- 
urday (March 31), with 20 lookers 
{n tableau poses. 


Sennett After Release 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Mack Sennett, who abandoned 
further production of two-reel com- 
cdies to make features, is editing 
“The Good-Bye Kiss," his first fea- 
ture comedy. 
Sennett is trving to make releas- 
connections. 


TWO REPORTS PERSIST 
ON FOX-F-N-STANLEY 


One Concerns First N. Stock- 
holders Going with Fox— 
Other of Bankers 


Recurring rumors re Fox and 
First National seem to find two 
channels through either of which 
Fox could come into control of the 
producer-distributor. Neither has a 
firmly established basis, yet both 
find some credence among those 
mostly interested. 

One is that franchise holders of 
First National have informed Fox 
of their willingness, everything else 
being agreeable, to link up with 
the Fox theatre chain. It is said 
that with Fox’s own stock in F. N., 
amounting to around 28 per cent., 
and with the holdings of the others, 
Fox, if taking on the latter would 
automatically step into control. 

The other is that the bankers are 
again working on the Fox-Stanley 
Company deal, with the banking 
men believing thore is an assurance 
of an eventual juncture. This de- 
spite denials of the principals in 
operation of both companies that 
they know of any such undertaking 
downtown. 

A belief that the Fox-Stanley- 
First National thing is cold for the 
present at least is more general, 
though the other reports persist. It 
is of the record that one F. N. 
stockholder has stated that control 
of F. N., to his knowledge, would 
shortly pass to Fox. 


Gores Leave W. C. 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Mike Gore, formerly chairman of 
the board of directors of West 
Coast Theatres, and his brother, Abe, 
Gore, executive vice - president, 
moved their belongings out of the 
executive West Coast offices last 
Saturday. 

They are no longer functioning in 
official capacities with the company. 


Ruth Roland’s Series 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Ruth Roland, millionaire realty 
operator, is determined to return to 
picture work, and will produce a 
series of short novelty subjects in 
which she will help to write as well 
as act them. 

Subject will be based on the ques- 
tion of “What Would You Do?” She 
is negotiating with Jesse Goldberg 
to release the pictures. through 
First Division Distributors. 


“Passion Play” Players 


Toledo, March 27. 

Adolphe and George Fassnacht, 
featured actors in the annual pres- 
entation of the Freiburg “Passion 
Play,” will make their first Ameri- 
can public appearance in the Vita- 
Temple theatre week commencing 
March 31. 

They will participate in a panto- 
mimic prolog to the silver sheet 
presentation of the “Passion Play,” 
enacting the same roles they play 
on the screen and yearly at Frei- 
burg, Germany. 


7-Reeler in 22 Days 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
Paul L. Stein produced “Man 
Made Woman,” featuring Leatrice 
Joy, in 22 days. 
It established a precedent for time 
spent on a seven-reel feature at 
the Pathe-DeMille studios, 


JAM 


Not Mentioned in Federal 
Court Proceeding Started 
by the Attorney General 
Under Anti-Trust Law 
Against Chicago Exhibs 
Ass’n Refusing Delivery 
of Film During Strike 
Last Fall—‘“Information”’ 
Proceeding of Value to 
Oppressed Exhibs if Suc- 


cessful 


HOPES TO CONVICT 


Washington, March 27. 

Action by the Department of 
Justice, not unexpected and report- 
ed in “Variety” several weeks ago, 
in filing an “information” in the 
Federal courts in Chicago charging 
a violation of the anti-trust laws is 
looked upon here as the beginning 
of a complete investigation of the 
Film Boards of Trade. 

Though constituting a criminal 
proceeding it is no’: as severe as 
seeking an outright criminal indict- 
ment. The “information” filed by 
the district attorney is technically 
an allegation on his part. By filing 
the “information” instead of seek- 
ing « direct criminal indictment, it 
will aid exhibitors denied films to 
file damage suits for triple damages, 
if government wins. A record of 
the proceedings will practically win 
any damage suits brought by exhi- 
bitors, it is stated here. 

Though the department's an- 
nouncement of Saturday last does 
not specifically name the Chicago 
Film Board of Trade, which, it is 
alleged, engineered the move to cut 
off the film supply of those houses 
desiring to remain open during the 
strike last fali, it does name the 
M. P,. Exhibitors’ Association of 
Chicago, Inc., 12 individuals as 
managers of the various exchanges, 
and 11 film producing-distributing 
companies. 

Individual companies named are 
M-G-M, Par., F. N., Universal Film 
txchanges, Inc.; U. A., Fox, Pathe, 
F. B. O., Vitagraph, Columbia and 
Renown Pictures, Inc. 

Chicago Exhibitors’ association is 
stated to have an approximate 
membership of 176 individuals, co- 
partnerships and corporations en- 
gaged in operating theatres in that 
city. Number of houses controlled 
is set at 300, or 80 percent of all 
houses in Chicago. E. D. Miller and 
Edwin Silverman, respectively, are 
listed as president and secretary of 
the association. 

The “information,” upon which 
the department hopes to indict and 
then convict, sets forth that on Aug. 
29, 1927, “a labor dispute arose in 
Chicago between the Orpheum Cir- 
cuit, Inc., a member of the defendant 
Exhibitors’ association, and the Mo- 
tion Picture Operators’ Union, and 
that the union called a strike against 
all the theatres operated by the 
Orpheum Circuit.” It is further set 
forth that on the same date the 
Exhibitors’ assoclation and _ its 
members agreed to close all their 
picturé theatres and to institute a 
lockout for the duration of the labor 
dispute against all unlon members. 

“Conspiracy” 

Department charges that to make 
this lockout effective it was “agreed 
to induce and to compel the closing 
of each and every motion picture 
theatre in Chicago whether operated 
by 2 member or non-member of the 
Exhibitors’ association, and that on 
Aug. 30, 1927, the defendant ex- 
change managers, acting within the 
scope of their authority from the 
defendant distributora, entered into 
an understanding and agreement 
with the Exhibitors’ Association in 
accordance with which they refused 
to release, transport, supply, and 
deliver motion picture films to any 
and all motion picture theatres tn 


(Continued on page 18) 


DEPT. JUSTICE FOR EXHIBS 


PLAY TALKING FILMS 
ROAD SHOW SUBSTITUTES? 


Living Trade Mark 


M-G-M contemplates send- 
ing its trade-marked lion, 
“Leo,” around the world as a 
publicity stunt, along the lines 
of their trackless train a 
couple of years ago. The plan 
is in formulation and may be 
cracked within the next month 
or two. 

A cub of “Leo,” called ‘‘Leo, 
Jr.,” was taken back to Aus- 
tralia as a mascot by David 
Lake, Australian delegate to 
the recent M-G-M internation- 
{ al sales convention. 


SENSATIONAL PUBLICITY 
SALLY AROUSES FRISCO 


Mgr. Cullen of Capitol Obliged 
to Lose 2 Feature Pictures by 
Refusing to Cancel Girl 


San Francisco, March 27. 

Tiffany-Stahl exchange, through 
H. M. Lentz, exchange manager 
here, withdrew its feature picture, 
“Wild Geese,” from exhibition at 
the Capitol, where it was in its 
third and final week, when strong 
pressure was brought to bear by 
hundreds of club church 
women, protesting the presence on 
the Capitol stage of Sally Whit- 


comb, local girl, who recently fig- 
ured in a scandal, 
William Cullen, house lessee, 


booked the Whitcomb girl to open 
for personal appearance starting 
March 19 in conjunction with the 
Tiffany-Stahl picture. Tuesday the 
storm broke, when club women and 
representatives of civic organizations 
appealed to the Public Relations 
department of the Allied Amuse- 
ments of San Francisco, demanding 
steps be taken towards preventing 
the much-discussed girl from ap- 
pearing in presentation. 

Allied Amusements informed the 
protestants that the Capitol was an 
“outlaw” theatre, not in any way 
affilidate with their organization, so 
that nothing could be done. Pres- 
sure was then brought on the Tif- 


fany-Stahl exchange and when 
pointed out to Branch Manager 
Lentz. that thousands of club 
women would put an embargo 


upon further T-S productions, he 
served notice on Manager Cullen 
and immediately withdrew the 
“Wild Geese” film. 

Cullen quickly negotiated with 
Universal for “Wine” (reissue, fea- 
turing Clara Bow), but this also 
was withdrawn when Universal 
(which, like T-S, is affillated with 
Allied Amusements) was told of 
the threatened embargo. Next Cul- 
len secured a feature titled “The 
Road to Folly” (Sable Production) 
and operated Wednesday with this 
but refused to cancel the Whitcomb 
girl. 

Blacklisting 


Sentiment against Cullen is 
strong among the numerous club 
organizations. Midweek some 12,000 
letters were sent out to affiliated 
members virtually extending a 
blacklist against the Capitol be- 
cause of the Sally Whitcomb en- 
gagement. 

The Whitcomb gir! figured in an 
unsavory court trial recently. It 
finally resulted in the speedy ac- 
quittal of Jack Swisher on charges 
that he had attacked her during a 
drunken brawl in a local hotel. 
Lurid testimony was introduced and 
public sentiment was thoroughly 
aroused. 

Cullen figured the girl box office 
and signed her at a smali figure, but 


She acted ag @ boomerang. 


Warner Bros. After B’way’s Legit Hits for Recording 
—Dramatists Required for Dialog—Major War- 
ner Surveying Europe as Added Market for Vita 


Warner Bros. are negotiating for 
the Vitaphoning of successful 
Broadway stage productions. By 
next season, it is understood, two 
or three legit hits, with the original 
New York casts, will be released 
throughout the country as talking 
pictures. 

“The Trial of Mary Dugan” was 
first scheduled by Warners as the 
initial stage show to be Vitaphoned., 
Owing to the heavy grosses locally 
and abroad the play's producer 
(Woods) is now unwilling to re- 
lease picture rights which may not 
be available for two years. 

All of 26 Warner productions for 
next year, according to Major 
Albert Warner, directly in charge 
of Vitaphone distribution, are to 
have Vitaphone talking sequences. 
Following these are to come several 
specials with elaborate talking and 
singing parts. 

In addition to the Fanny Brice 
and Al Jolson specials to be made, 
Warner Bros. have submitted pro- 
posals to some of the best known 
legit stars on Broadway to appear 
in talkers. Major Warner stated 
that the demand for legitimate 
players in talking pictures will be 
considerable. It wiil also be neces- 
sary to acquire writers with a 
knowledge of the theatre for the 
construction of effective speaking 
lines, an art with which Hollywood 
title writers are not on good terma. 

Indications are that talking pic- 
tutes may eventually usurp the 
place of the legit road show, which 
has become practically extinct. 

April 3 Major Warner, accom- 
panied by Mrs. Warner, sails for 
Europe to determine Vitaphone pos- 
sibilities abroad. Reports brought 
back by H. M. and Jack Warner 
indicate that British exhibitors are 
almost ready to accept talking pie- 
tures generally. 

Talkers for Continent 

It is understood that on his re- 
turn from Europe, around May 9, 
Major Warner will draw up a 
schedule for European distribution 
which will include the release of a 
program of 12 talking pictures on 
the continent. In this number will 
be included “Tenderloin,” “The Lion 
and the Mouse,” “The Jazz Singer,” 
a Fannie Brice production, another 
Jolson picture, two specials with 
3roadway legit stars heading the 
casts; “Noah's Ark,” special, which 
has been in production for three 
years and the most expensive pic- 
ture ever produced by Warners, and 
possibly two or three Vitaphoned 
stage plays. 

The drawback to European dis- 
tribution of Vitaphone, to date, has 
been lack of equipment. Orders for 
Vitaphone equipment in the U. S. 
have become so heavy Electrical 
Research Products, manufacturing 
subsidiary of Western Electric, is 
two months behind on filling present 
orders for equipment and installa- 
tion it is said. 

Installation of Vitaphone equip- 
ment in France, Germany and Italy 
may be followed by studio produc- 
tion in each of these respective 
countries with native legit players 
to take care of language differences. 
Warner Bros. may produce Vitas 
abroad after establishing studios or 
do so through local producing or- 
ganizations%n each of the countries. 

Herman Starr is in Europe at 


present for Warner Bros., also 
fuagine commercial possibilities 
there for talking pictures. It Is ex- 


pected that within six months 
Western Electric will have enough 
equipment completed te render ex- 
port trade feasible. 

NIBLO WRITING-DIRECTING 


Los Angeles, March 27. 


For the first time in five years 
req Niblo is writing and directing 
the same story. 

It is “Zanzibar,” for M-G-M, to 


he made as soon as Niblo completes 


his present picture 
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“HEART FOLLIES GIRL” TITLE 


TAKEN CHI THEATRE ADS 


George Jessel Gets Sole 


Credit for Big Gross of 


$58,000 at Loop’s Ace House Last Week— 
Oriental Creeping Back, $41,500 


Chicago, March 27. 
Weather Fair 


George Jessel, here in legit, Vita- 
phone and pictures, stepped into the 
“Dancing Feet” unit at the Chicago 
last week and brought $58,000 into 
the house. 

This without any aid from the 
feature, “Heart of a Follies Girl.” 
Picture was so generally panned all 
mention of it was eliminated in 
newspaper advertising starting Fri- 
day, with three more days to play. 

-It is believed the first time such 
a procedure was ever followed at 


the Chicago. 

Probably no other name on pic- 
ture house stages has been given 
so distinct an opportunity to dem- 
onstrate his drawing power. Jes- 
sel’s showing rates him among the 
ace names that have appeared in 
this city, including Paul Whiteman, 
Ted wis and Mae Murray. 

Chaplin’s “The Circus” left United 
Artists Thursday after a sudden 
drop-off had indicat 1 it was 
through. The picture played five 
weeks and figured ano’‘er, but out 
in favor of “My Best (:?rl’”’; $17,000 
for the last seven days. 

“King of Kings” left after four 
weeks at the Erlanger, doing its 
best business when the shut notice 
was advertised. Estimated around 
$17,500, with opening week only 
$12,300. 

“Chicago” Repudiated at Home 

“Chicago” in its native city was 
a bloomer, rating ‘way down in its 
first week at $14,000 in the Roose- 
veH. Notices unfavorable, all com- 
paring the picture with the legit 
version and drawing sad conclu- 
sions. There seems little chance of 
recovery from this extreme local 
indifference. Second week of “Pat- 
ent Leather Kid” continued mildly 
okay. 

Consistent pickup of the Oriental 
with return.to old style of Paul 
Ash stage show. It reached $41,500 
last week, still under-average but 
catching up. 

Third week of “Jazz Singer” at 
the Orpheum showed drop of only 
$300 under previous week, keeping 
the film well above house average. 


Estimates For Last Week 


Chicago (Publix)—‘“Heart of Fol- 
lies Girl’ (F. N.) (4,500; 50-75). 
Great week for this house at $58,000, 
all drawn by George Jessel on stage 
in Publix unit; picture’s title not 
advertised in last three days. 


Erlanger (E. & Jones)—“King of 
Kings” (P. D. C.) (1,345; 50-$1.65). 
Out after four weeks, bringing high- 
est money of run in final week, $17,- 
500; opened to $12,500 and con- 
tinually showed gain. 

McVicker’s (Publix) —‘Patent 
Leather Kid” (F. N.) (2,400; 50-75). 
This one took mild start at $26,000 
and continued mild with $24,000 in 
second week; has played here at $2. 

Monroe (Fox)—‘“Horseman. of the 
Piains” (Fox) (975; 50-75). Tom 
Mix in regular stamping ground did 
better than average, $4,200, but not 
up to his old standard. Picture 
liked by the devotees. 

Oriental (Publix)—‘“Tillie’s Punc- 
tured Romance” (Par.) (3,300; 35- 
75). Not bad spot for this film; 
Paul Ash with improved stage show 


is showing steady recovery; this 
time, $41,500. 

Orpheum (Warner)—“ The Jazz 
Singer” (W. B.) (750; 50). Third 


week good with $9,300; had 15 weeks 
at $1.50 just preceding this pop price 
run and scheduled for two-week 
booking in Marks Brothers’ Granada 
and Marbro, neighborhood theatres. 

Playhouse (Mindlin)—‘Husbands 
or Lovers” (Ufa); “A Doll’s House” 
(U. A.) (600; 50-75). Jannings im- 
port and Nazimova reissue brought 
above average; $3,900. 

Roosevelt (Publix)—"C hicago” 
(Pathe) (1,400; 50-60). Flgp in its 
own burg, opening to $14,000; noth- 
ing wrong with exploitation but 
local indifference couldn't be over- 
powered. 

State-Lake (Orpheum)—“Love Me 
and World Is Mine” (U.) (1,400; 
60-75). Unusual advertising space 
devoted to picture and with Or- 
pheum vaude brought better than 
customary biz; $17,500. 

United Artists (U. A.)—“The Cir- 
cus” (U. A.) (1,702; 35-75). Too 
steep drop in business necessitated 
stopping after five weeks; last week, 
$17,000; film had record opening at 
$40,100. 

Woods (Jones)—“Simba” (John- 
son) (1,703; 50-$1.65). Travelog got 
$9,000 in third week; opened to $14,- 
000. 


ALBEE, PROV., WITH 
FREAKS, BALLYHOOS 


Dime Museum—Program Re- 
verts to Type—Strand Did 
$8,000 Last Week 


Providence, Mareh 27. 
(Drawing Pop. 300,000) 
Weather Fair 


Plenty of good days and two 
bang-away department store busi- 
ness draws brought them in crowds 
to the city during the past week, 
but only one house could afford to 
shout over the b. o. Lenten spirit 
seems to increase its toll as the 
Easter season draws closer. 
Majestie held on to its draw with 
“The Gaucho,” along with Movie- 
tone and Vitaphone. At Fay’s, “A 
Girl in Every Port” turned out to 
be a good combo, with five good 
acts. Carlton joined the constant 
bludgeoners with more of the re- 
issues for the seekers of cut-price 
movies. At the Strand, Richard 
Dix in “Sporting Goods” paired up 
nicely with “A Woman’s Way.” 
Back to its early dime museum 
days, the Albee house slayed them 
with extra shows, boosted tops and 
a ballyhoo that would have killed 
a big circus blast. Greatest assort- 
ment of human freaks, from sword 
swallower to two-sex wonders were 
pushed into vaude, and the Rhode 
Islanders came from farm and office 
to take in the freak bill. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Majestic (2,500; 10-50) —“The 
Gaucho” (UU. A.), Movietone and 
Vita. Good week at $7,500. 


Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 15-50—"Girl 
in Every Port” (Fox) and vaude. 
As usual], about $7,000. 

Strand (Inde) (2,200; 15-50)— 
“Sporting Goods” (Par) and “A 
Woman’s Way” (Col). Paired well; 


around $8,000. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,474; 10-30)— 
“Black Jack” (Fox), “Passion” 
(T-S) and “On Stroke of Twelve” 
(RA). Usual indie’s price hunters 
for about $2,350. 

Uptown (Inde) (1,497; 15-35)— 
“The Wizard” (Fox), “Racing 
Romeo” (FBO) and “On Your 
Toes.” Second-run shows with two 


$1,900. 


‘Prince,’ Saenger, $22,000; 
‘Enemy,’ State, $13,000 


New Orleans, March 27. 
(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather Clear and Cool 
Outstanding picture last week was 
“The Student Prince” at the 
Saenger. It ran ahead of everything 
with over $22,000. M-G-M helped 
materially by spending over $1,000 
in extra newspaper advertising for 


changes. 


both “Student Prince’ at Saenger 
and “The Enemy” at the Strand. 
The additional publicity helped 


the Strand to reach a total of $5,000, 
best business it has had in some 
time. 

“Shepherd of the Hills” decided 
flop at Loew’s State. It was a con- 
tinuance of the State’s recent poor 
films. Reached $13,000 with “Shep- 
herd” and with inferior vaude minus 
box 
much. 

Liberty picked up with “Wicked- 
ness Preferred,” while Tudor slaved 
with “The Slaver.” Tudor will 
shortly sell the building, but the 
sale will not affect Saenger’s lease 
of the house, 

Orpheum had another light week 
with “Come to My House,” the in- 
vitation not being accepted by the 
natives, 

Reissue of “Cameo Kirby,” with 
John Gilbert, meant little to the 
Palace, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Saenger (3,568; 65) —‘“Student 
Prince’; corking week at $22,300. 

Loew’s State (3,218; 50)—‘“Shep- 
herd of Hills.” Fell below average; 
only $13,000. 

Strand (2,200; 50)—‘‘The Enemy.” 
Ifelped by heavy publicity, and for- 
tunate to get $5,000. 

Liberty «1,800; 50)—‘Wickedness 
Preferred.” Title helped, with gross 
running to $2,800. 

Orpheum (2,400; 50)—“Come to 
My House.” Has not shown much 
since adopting grind policy. $7,300. 

Palace (2,300; 40)—"Cameo Kir- 
by”; reissue, even with popular 
star, seldom clicks here. Palace 
dipped again, $3,700. 

Tudor’ (1,860; 40)—“The Slaver”; 
light at $1,100. 


BIG HOUSES UNDERSELL 
FOR PITTSBURGH MATS 


Penn and Stanley Go After 
Afternoon Trade and Get It 
—‘Wife Savers” Slow 


Pittsburgh, March 27. 
Weather Fair 

With the Penn and “Stanley 
underselling other houses in the 
afternoon matinees at the two 
theatres were practically capacity 
all week with the other 50 per cent. 
off normal, 

“Rose-Marie” at the Penn did 
$32,000, better than expected, due 
to the local popularity of Joan 
Crawford, whose past pictures have 
built her up to a draw. 

Aldine did poorly with “The 
Opening Night,” starring Claire 
Windsor, gross not- more than $10,- 
500. 

Stanley, playing Billie Dove in 
“The Heart of a Follies Girl,” took 
no chances and booked Gus Ed- 
wards along with the feature, doing 
a business, Two reissues 
adorned the Cameo screen, the pic- 
tures being Clara Bow in “Keeper 
of the Bees” and John Gilbert in 


“St. Elmo.” Winnie Lightner, 
headlining at the Davis, dropped 
out Tuesday. “Wife Savers,” 


Beery-Hatton picture at the Grand, 
did so-so. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Aldine (Loew) (2,000: 25-35-50).— 
Five acts and “Opening Night” not 
interesting to public; $10,500. 

Cameo (U) (600; 35-40).—"St. 
Elmo” and “Keeper of the Bees,” 
about $2,300, fair for this house. 

Davis (Keith) (2,100; 35-50-75).— 
“The Wise Wife” and vaude af- 
fected by loss of headliner, Winnie 
Lightner, pleading illness Tuesday. 

Grand (Stanley) (2,700; 35-50).— 
“Wife Savers.” Beery and Hatton 
kept women away and matinees 
weak. About $7,500. 

Penn (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-60).— 


“Rose-Marie” and Publix unit 
“Dancing Brides” well liked; 
$32,000. 


Stanley (Stanley) (3,323; 25-35- 
60).—“Heart of Follies Girl” and 
Gus Edwards Revue, very good. 


MIDLAND, K. C., CUTS 
NIGHT TOP TO 50c. 


Town Can’t Drag Itself Out of 
Low Gross Rut—Midland 
Led with $18,000 


(Drawing Pop., 700,000) 
Weather Fine 
Kansas City, March 27. 
Last week just another for the 


office draw lucky to do that 


amusements, all suffering. Man- 
agers will be glad when the Lenten 
season is over, as some-of them at- 
tribute the poor showings of the 
box offices to it. 

Loew’s Midland, at 60c. top, nights 
and Sundays, has reduced to 50c., 
with 25-35 for mornings and after- 
noons unchanged. House gues back 
to Saturday openings March 31 af- 
ter several weeks of Friday start- 
ing. This change is.caused by the 
rerouting of the Loew-Publix units. 
These shows will come in from St. 
Louis instead of Des Moines, as 
heretofore. 

Liberty, independent, with ‘“Pat- 
ent Leather Kid” in second run 
downtown, has held the picture for 
the second week, getting 50c. for it 
nights, the same as the Mainstreet 
charged for the first run a month 
ago, with a big stage show added. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s Midland — “Divine Wom- 
an” (4,000; 25-35-50). While local 
reviewers have never been very 
strong for Greta Garbo, and the 
same goes for many of the fans, 
they gave her a break in this pic- 
ture and credit. Stage show, “Red 
Hot Capers,” called “Syncopating 
Satan” for this engagement only, fair 
entertainment. Saturday and Sunday 
business satisfactory, but balance 
pretty disheartening; $18,000. 

Mainstreet (Orpheum)—‘“Heart of 
a Follies Girl’ (3,200; 25-50). An- 
other reversal of form for Billie 
Dove, one of the town’s best bets 
on screen, Story lacks entertain- 
ment and picture just another one. 
Stage show. $13,500. 

Pantages — ‘Soft Living” (2,200; 
(2,200; 25-50). Regulars like shows 
light; this light enough to suit all. 
Stage show good. $6,900. 

Newman (Loew’s) — “The Show- 
down” (1,980; 25-35). George Ban- 
croft’s first appearance as lone star 
for Paramount. Handles himself 
quite ably in numerous dramatic 
scenes. Papers gave star and pic- 
ture good notices, but business did 
not respond. Only around $1,800. 

Liberty “Patent Leather Kid” 
(Ind.) (1,000; 25-50). Second run, 
Liberty grabbing it before going to 
suburbans. At the Mainstreet four 
weeks ago is smashed house and town 
records, but failed to stand up as 
expected this time, although held 
for second week; $3,100. 


Orpheum’s screen feature was “The 


DETROIT NEAR NORMAL; 
$39,000 FOR “DOVE” 
Believe Follies Gir? Title Drew 


—‘Patsy,’ $25,000 at Capitol 
—Week’s Strong Pictures 


Detroit, March 27. 

Straight film houses, all in the 
second or third week of their re- 
spective runs, dropped considerably 
last oveek. Business otherwise at 
about the seasonal average, with 
the two stage band stands holding 
up particularly well. 

Climate provocative of airing the 
body. Lots of folks, mainly women, 
accomplished their ozone snatching 
downtown, and an increase in drop- 
ins in consequence. 

“Patent Leather Kid,” on second 
stop in town after a previous spec 
run, was withdrawn from the Madi- 
son, with a record of one good week 
against two comparatively bad ones. 
While now obviously washed up in 
the downtown district, the Barthel- 
mess darb seems ripe for the neigh- 
borhoods. Surprisingly little notice 
accorded its latest try, but the three 
weeks on a return booking will, no 
doubt, help along the car lines. 

Sparse but not unexpected attend- 
ance for “My Best Girl’s” second 
week might be looked upon 4s sec- 
ondary in some quarters in view of 
the fact that the house has finally 
devoted some attention to billboard 
exploitation. The 24-sheet flourish, 
commenced last week, ought to 
bring ’em downtown, and some fa- 
vorable locations have been _ pro- 
cured, 

The Michigan accomplished an- 
other slight rise and now appears 
to have ducked all ill effects of Lent. 
“Heart of a Follies Girl” a disap- 
pointment here as a film, but the 
title seemed to draw. Capitol, aided 
by the usual Hearst pressure, this 
time for “The Patsy,” also improved 
a bit and is now back at practically 
its average pace. Improvement in 
stage fare at this house contributed 
in the hoisting of gross. 

Adams dropped to a rare low with 
the second week of “Beau Sabreur” 
and shelved it Friday. Picture 
might have cleaned up if spotted 
for a week with stage stuff else- 
where. 

“Sunrise,” now going into its 
eighth week, declined further at the 
Washington; yet they’re holding it. 
“Mother Machree” slated to follow, 
but no advance stuff out. Oriental 
had a better vaude layout than 
usual, but weakened in the screen 
department. Pulled out with $500 
better than the previous week, State 
continued in its lowly path, but 
warmed up last week with the in- 
formation it will turn stage band 
in two weeks. “Finders Keepers” 
last week under average of screen 
offerings here. 

Currnt week has one of the best 
picture lineups in months. In- 
creased patronage over the last 
weekend sufficient proof. Front 
shows “Student Prince,” Madison; 
“The Crowd,” Adams; “Coney Isl- 
and,” Oriental; “Taka Chance 
Week,” Michigan, and “Sorrel and 
Son,” U. A., among the new ones. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Adams (Kunsky)—“Beau Sabreur’”’ 
(Par) (1,700; 50-75). Low second 
week for any film at $10,000; prom- 
ising opener failed to make good; 
removed this week for “The Crowd” 


(M-G). 
Capitol (Kunsky) —“The Patsy” 
(M-G) (3,448; 50-75). Attendant 


publicity for Davies picture and 
slight jump in gross; better stage 
bill also accountable in $25,000. 

Madison (Kunsky) — “Patent 
Leather Kid” (F. N.) (1,976; 50-65- 
75). Rebound engagement appar- 
ently felt after good opening week; 
$11,000 for third and final. 

Michigan (Kunsky - Publix) — 
“Heart of a Follies Girl’ (F. N.) 
(4,100; 50-75). A disappointment as‘ 
film, but biz okay; $42,000 

Oriental (Miles) — “South Sea 
Love” (F B QO) (2,950; 25-90). Good 
vaude bill would have brought more 
than $13,500 with better film; not 
a bad week, however; “Coney Isl- 
and,” current, started off well. 

State (Kunsky)—‘Finders Keep- 
ers” (3,000; 25-75). Low again with 
$10,500; little matters now until ad- 
vent of band policy. 

United Artists (U. A.)—“My Best 
Girl’ (U. A.) (2,000; 5 -65). Pick- 
ford backed down to $15,000 after 
fairly good first week; pulled after 
second lap for “Sorrel and Son” 
(U, A.); start of latter denotes three 
weeks’ pace, 

Washington (Fox) — “Sunrise” - 
Movietone (Fox) (1,778; 35-50-65). 
Lowest yet at $3,500; only one ac- 
ceptable cause for remaining, al- 
though house not losing much, if 
at all; held this week and—no clas- 
ing announced; ‘Mother Machree” 
will follow. 


Mad Hour.” Uptown had “Truxton 
King” in connection with a stage 
presentation, and the Globe, “The 
Silver Slave,” “The Racing Romeo” 


and Bridge stock, all for 50c. ton. 


nights. 


CONDENSED ‘RENE, FILM, 
STYLE SHOW, $21,000 


Big Week in Minnesota State 
—“Chicago” Badly Censored 
but $8,000 in 2d Week 


Minneapolis, March #27, 
(Drawing Pop., 500,000) 

Business here last week took one 
of _those swift, sudden spurts, 
typical of the present stock market 
and seemingly so characteristic of 
this town. Rialto hummed as cus- 
tomers swarmed over it in impres- 
sive numbers and the aggregate 
grosses were the largest since “The 
Jazz Singer” week. 

In its last week as a presentation 
house State, F. & R. ace, did a 
whale of a business, flirting with 
$20,000. Eddie Ruben and H. D. 
Finkelstein conceived the idea of 
putting the semi-annual style show 
in a tabloid production of “Irene,” 
and the attraction caught on like 
wildfire. The musical comedy has 
been offered here on a number of 
occasions by road companies, twice 
by the local dramatic stock organ- 
ization and several times by the 
tabloid musical comedy company 
at the Palace, but several years has 
elapsed since its last presentation. 
Time was ripe for revival or it 
might have been the novel tie-up 
with the style show. At any rate, 
the folks came, 

The new 4,100-seat Minnesota 
theatre, which opened last Satur- 
day, supplants the State as the 
town’s leading presentation theatre. 
With its inaugural, F. & R. and 
Publix became partners in the 
operation of all the loop first-run 
houses in Minneapolis and St. Paul. 
Minnesota’s advent was awaited 
with apprehension by other house 
managers who fear it will monopo- 
lize most of the business, at least 
for a time. Its effect on the State 
and the Hennepin-Orpheum will be 
watched. 

Other houses last week benefited 
from the State’s overflow. Good 
exploitation and advertising 
brought them into “Chicago” at 
the Garrick, and, although the 
badly slashed picture made none 
too favorable an impression, it en- 
joyed corking patronage and held 
over. 

In its second and final week “The 
Legion of the Condemned,” at the 
Strand, played to profitable returns, 
Hennepin-Orpheum’ continues. to 
suffer from its unpopular policy, al- 
though, at that, it had its best week 
since the change to the continuous 
policy and reduced prices was in- 
stituted—but a none too gvod 
week, at that. When they can’t 
draw more than $12,000 into the 
box office with this sort of fare at 
the aforementioned prices there’s 


something radically wrong. That 
something is the policy. 
Other houses did so-so. A Madge 


Bellamy picture helped the Pan- 
tages a little. 


Estimates for Last Week 

State (2,500; 60).—‘Smart Set” 
(M-G-M) and stage show. Com- 
bination of William Haines, highly 
pleasing picture, condensed version 
of “Irene” and semi-annual style 
revue box office knockout. Picture 
pleased immensely. Around $19,- 
000. Great. 

Garrick (F. & R.) (2,000; 60).— 
“Chicago” (Pathe). Picture, with 
numerous reels slashed out of it, 


disappointing, but drew nicely, 
About $9,000. Held over. 

Strand (F. & R.) (1,500; 50).— 
“Legion of the Condemned” (Par.). 


One of the best liked pictures in 
some time. Two profitable weeks. 
Around $5,500 second and last week. 

Lyric (F. & R.) (1,350; 35).—‘“The 
Spotlight” (Par.). Short reel, $4u,- 
000 Miles with Lindbergh,” boosted 
takings several hundred dollars. 
Around $2,400. One of the best 
weeks in a long time. 

Grand (F. & R.) (1,100; 25).— 
“The Student Prince” (M-G-M). 
Second loop run. Close to $1,000. 
Fine. 

Hennepin-Orpheum (Orpheum) 
(2,890; 50).—"The Night Flyer” 
(Pathe). Picture not so much but 
vaude good at price. Amusement 
bargain but the public continues to 
refuse to. buy. Around $11,800. 
Kentucky Jubilee Singers on stage 
helped draw. Best week under new 


policy, 

Pantages (Pantages) (1,600; 25- 
50).—"‘Fast Living” (Fox) and 
vaudeville. Madge Bellamy magnet 
here. About $6,000. Good under 
circumstances, 

Seventh Street (Orpheum) (1,400; 
40).—"‘Legionaires of Paris” (FBO) 
and vaude. Hurt by reduced prices 
at Hennepin-Orpheum and Pan- 
tages. About $4,700. 


Stage Shows on 


Percentage for Names 


Publix may go in for percentage 
attractions, according to one plan 
being considered. 

An idea to build shows around 
popular composers’ names and other 
songwriter-entertainers, playing 
them on a one or two per cent. of 
the gross scale, is understood being 
well thought of for future use, 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY a 


TALKING AND 
START WELL SUPERS 


Griffith Film Lifted Paramount to $70,000—Cartoon 
“Father” Let Down Capitol at $52,500—“Noose” 
Gave Strand Dandy Week With $34,600 and H.O. 


Broadway had nothing to get hys- 
terical about last week other than to 
discuss the incoming “Trail of ’98” 
and casting longing looks toward 
April 8. Business has not been good 
of late, and, now that the main in- 
come tax tap is past, it’s just Lent 
and nothing else. 

The new M-G-M super drew 
mixed comment and notices, but in 
nine per.-ormances at the Astor ran 
up $10,100, very big. This does not 
count the premiere and 400 ticket 
giveaway to the press. 

Other activity among the $2 films 
is that “Machree” leaves the Globe 
for the Times Square, where it 
opens April 9 and “Sunrise” departs 
after almost 23 weeks. “Street An- 
gel,” another Fox picture, comes 
into the Globe Easter Monday. This 
temporarily quells the Fox plan of 
four $2 houses on Braodway, the 
fourth being unavailable. “Simba” 
leaves the Carroll after 10 weeks, 
and “Two Lovers” is in for a run at 
the Embassy after a mixed press 
reception. 

The big houses had nothing much 
to show on the week. “Bringing Up 
Father” let the Capitol slip to an 
extremely low $52,500. “Garden of 
Eden” sent the Paramount to just 
$1 short of $70,000, giving Corinne 
an edge over Pola. The Roxy’s sec- 
ond week of its anniversary bill held 
up smartly at $105,000, and the house 
is currently playing “The Jazz Sing- 
er” with Vitaphone accompaniment 
for two weeks. 

Among the program pictures ‘‘Le- 
gion of the Condemned” was the 
standout film of the week, just miss- 
ing $50,000 on its inaugural seven 
davs at the Rialto. At the Rivoli 
Fairbanks dipped $11,000 to $27,000, 
and the Strand had a pretty good 
basis in $34,600 on which to hold 
over “The Noose.” After doing $9,- 
300 for the second week of “Ivan,” 
the Cameo held this picture for a 
third week, but Ufa’s “Modern Du 
Barry” didn’t mean much for the 
Colony’s final week at a grind, turn- 
ing in $7,600. 

“Four Sons” continues ahead of 
$11,000, while “Machree” is claimed 
to be hovering around that figure. 
“Uncle Tom” figures, as_ before, 
around $7.000, and “Tenderloin,” W. 
B.’s $2 talker, did $17,150 

Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—“Trail of ’98” (M-G) (1,- 
200; $1-$2) (2d week). Away to 
nice start following mixed notices 
in getting $10,100 in nine perform- 
ances; running even with “Big 
Parade” on opening week, and con- 
ceded first real $2 picture at this 
house since “Parade.” 

Cameo — “Ivan the _ Terribie” 
(Amkino) (549; 50-75) (3d week). 
Russian film did well enough to 
hold over third week; $9,300, far 
above average here. 

Capitol—“Bringing Up Father” 
(M-G) (4,620; 35-50-75-$1.65). 
Comedy from cartoon strip didn’t 
mean thing; low week at $52,500. 

Carroll — “Simba” (997; $1-$2) 


(10th week). Animal picture de- 
parts this Saturday after ‘way 
overstaying its predicted sojourn 


by film bunch; hanging around $8,- 
000 and $9,000. 

Central — “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” 
(U) (922; $1-$2) (21st week). Made 
no financial imprint on Street and 
just going along; with U’s Colony 
twice daily not known what comes 
in here; U lease expires in May al- 
though holding option. 

Colony — “Modern Du_ Barry” 
(Ufa) (1,980; 35-50-75). Final week 
of grind saw $7,600 for German pic- 
ture; not good total; house used 
triple header of Jannings, Chaplin 


and Lloyd over week-end; dark 
awaiting “We Americans” Wednes- 
day (tonight). 

Criterion—“Wings” (Par) (836; 


$1-$2) (33d week). Old faithful of 
Street and plugs along giving $15,- 
000 a lot of time; last week $15,- 
200, improvement and sure through 
hot weather; over in Brooklyn, at 
Teller, $12,300, drop of $700 on sec- 
ond week of repeat date. 

Embassy—"“Two Lovers” (U. A.) 
(596; $1-$1.65) (2d week). First 
picture other than M-G-M to play 
this house; opened Thursday night, 
drew conflicting press opinions. 

Gaiety—“Four Sons” and Movie- 
tone (Fox) (S808; $1-$2) (7th week). 
Staying over $11, 000; considered 
Satisfactory. 

Globe—‘Mother Machree” and 
Movietone (Fox) (1,416: $1-$1.65) 
(4th week). Leaves here April 8 
for Times Square where “Sunrise” 
quits after quiet stay of almost 23 
weeks; “Street Angel” (Fox) opens 
at this house April 9; just short of 
$11,000 claimed for “Machree” here 
last week. 

Paramount—“Garden of Eden” 
(U. A.) (3,666; 35-50-75-99). Co- 
rinne Griffith beat Pola Negri's 
previous week by $7,900, in doing 
$70,000; gross better than house 


“LAST COMMAND” LED 
MILWAUKEE, $21,000 


“Chicago” in 2d Wk. at Garden 
Good at $8,000—Palace with 
Stage Names Drew $19,000 


Milwaukee, March 27. 


(Drawing Pop., 650,000) 
Weather Ideal 


Evidently Fox-Midwesco forces 
controling the Wisconsin have real- 
ized that they need more than an 
elaborate stage show to pass $20,- 
000 consistently and as result are 
shoving across some real names in 
films. House easily carried off the 
bacon last week with Jannings’ 
“Last Command,” to better than 
$21,000. Other houses trailing, 
mostly far below. 

Vaudeville names, two headliners, 
gave the Palace a great break on 
the week, although the film meant 
little or nothing. “Chicago,” at the 
Garden, also a fill. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Athambra (U)—‘“Cheating Cheat- 
ers” (U) (1,800; 25-50). Good stage 
show helped but picture pleased, 
with business picking up as week 
progressed. 

Garden (Brin). — “Chicago” 
(Pathe) (1,200; 25-50-75). Second 
week for film and held up well; 
over $8,000. 

Majestic (Orph).—‘“Dog of Regi- 
ment” (Warner) (1,600; 10-25-40). 
Vaudeville biggest draw here. 
Around $7,200. 

Merrill (Midwesco).—“Gateway to 
Moon” (Fox) (1,200; 25-50). Dolores 
Del Rio usually big draw here but 
critics panned picture and showed 
effect on draw later in week, with 
gross slumping to $5,000. 

Miller (Midwesco).—‘Peaks of 
Destiny” (Par.) (1,400; 25-40-50). 
Stage band show did well enough 
but UFA film failed to make fans 
dig much deeper. Around $6,000. 

Palace (Orph.).—‘Chicago After 
Midnight” (FBO) (2,400; 25-50-75). 
Fannie Brice and Nance O’Neill on 
stage did drawing; $19,000. 

Strand (Midwesco). — “French 
Dressing” (F. N.) (1,200; 25-50). 
H. B. Warner's popularity used to 
push this film but did not help any 
too much. Around $5,000, as usual. 

Wisconsin {(Midwesco). — “Last 
Command” (Par.) (2,800; 25-35-50- 
60-75). Jannings did business 
again, backed with big stage show. 
Led procession at over $21,000. 


“Abie” at 44th St.? 


With Paramount’s production of 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” ready for exhi- 
bition, negotiations have been 
opened and are pending for placing 
it in the 44th Street Theatre to 
open probably during April at $2. 
If the current dicker on terms con- 
cludes’ satisfactorily, “The Five 
o’Clock Girl” will move to another 
house. 

Two prints of “The Wedding 
March” are due in New York in two 
weeks. It will then be determined 
whether to put the picture out as 
a $2 subject or cut it in half for 
program release as two feature- 
length subjects. 


has been getting of late although 
total not unusual on this site. 


Rialto — “Legion of the Con- 
demned” (Par) (1,960; 35-50-75-90) 
(2d week). “Wings” credited with 


helping this sequel air film which 
started by breaking week-end house 
record and finished first week to 
$49,850; business warranted the 
midnight shows tacked on follow- 
ing opening. 

Rivoli— “The Gaucho” (U. A.) 
(2,200; 35-50-75-90) (34 week). 
Fairbanks took fair sized skid in 


second week; at $27,000, slip of 
$11,400, 

Roxy—’Dressed to Kill” (Fox) 
(6,205; 50-75-$1-$1.65). Second 


week of anniversary show satisfac- 
tory at turning in $105,000; “Jazz 
Singer” (W. B.) and Vita current 
for two weeks; production staff 
preparing Easter show. 
Strand—‘The Noose” (F. N.) (2,- 
990; 35-50-65-75) (24d week). Bar- 
thelmess did well enough to hold 


over; one of few houses to show 
anything in generally off week. 
$34,600. 


Warner’s—"Tenderloin” and Vita- 
phone (W. B.) (1,360; $1-$2) (3d 
week). Public giving talker heaithy 
attention, as $17,150 signifies. 


Fox, Wash., With $24, 000, 
Headed Wobbly List 


Washington, March 27. 
(White Pop., 450,000) 

Weather unseasonably warm. 

Adding feature picture and cut- 
ting off two from the original num- 
ber of acts, makig it six, at Keith's, 
which became effective yesterday 
(Monday), failed to cause any con- 
cern among the regular picture 
house managers. Only interest ap- 
parent wus the suddent switching 
from a grind to a modified two-a- 
day and an added quarter on the 
admission scale. 

3usiness was spotty. Two houses 
took steady upward climbs — Fox 
and Earle, former with “Forbidden 
Women” and Stebbins presentation, 
including Jan Garber’s band, and the 
latter with “Shepherd of the Hills” 
and the Hyman presentation plus a 
new m. c., Leon Navara. Other 
houses went reverse. 

Palace, with an assured consistent 
trade, lost a couple of grand be- 
eause of “Doomsday” not meaning 
much in the way of a title to the 
regulars. Wesley Eddy and Publix 
unit helped, though no complaint on 
picture from those in. 

Earle spread the advertising on 
Navara and business went up, but 
the picture, based on a widely read 
book, aided Navara 
seems a good m. ce. bet 

Fairbanks in “The Gaucho” failed 
to top the stop mark to make a third 
week, though booking jam may have 
had something to do with it. Co- 
lumbia got above average second 
week, though. 

Second week of “Legion of Con- 
demned” at Met got business, while 
the Rialto, with a double bill—“Buck 
Privates” and a revival of Lloyd's 
“Grandma’s Boy’—got more than 
most expected. 

. Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew)—“Gaucho” (U. 
A.) (1,232; 35-50). Not bad second 
week, but not enough to go third, 
possibly $8,500. Above average sec- 
ond week. 

Earle (Stanley-Crandall)—“Shep- 
herd of Hills” (F. N.) and Hyman 
presentation with Leon Navara 
m. c. (2,300; 35-50). Estimate pre- 
vious week gave house worst of it 
by about $1,500; recovery strong, 
with divided credit to new m. c. and 
picture from famous book: looks to 
have climbed back to about $11,000. 

Fox (Fox) — “Forbidden Woman” 
(Pathe) and Stebbins presentation; 
also Jan Garber orchestra (3,432; 
350-50). Continuing weekly upward 
trend in uphill fight, topping every- 
thing last week by good margin at 
same scale, except Saturday and 
Sunday; around $24,000. 

Met (Stanley-Crandall) — “Legion 
of Condemned” (Par) (1,518; 35-50). 
Second week to good figure; maybe 


$7,500. 

Palace (Loew) — “Doomsday” 
(Par) and Publix unit (2,363; 
35-50). Heavily featured m. c. 


in Wesley Eddy credited with 
stifling doubt in regulars’ minds 
created through picture title and 
stopping what was headed for great- 
er skid than two grand recorded; 
$15.504. 

Rialto (T)—‘“Ruck Privates” 
and “Grandma's Boy” (revival) (1,- 
978; 35-50). Even harrains failed to 
‘boost takings much, thou:”*. it did 
hetter than most expected; maybe 
$7,000. 


Double Serials Helping 
Topeka’s Vaudfilm House 


Topeka, March 2%, 
(Drawing Pop. 85,000) 
Weather Fair 

Sprine weather with Lent and 
bookings of ordinary program stuff 
helped to keep the business down 
to about the same leve} of previous 
week, when the spring slump 
started. 

“Old Ironsides” at the Orpheum 
for a return week did much better 
than when the film was shown at 
the Grand as a road show lst fall, 
but at that, the box office take was 
not much above normal. Prologuing 
‘“Rose-Marie” at the Jayhawk and 
giving it an extra day’s run didn’t 
help much, the fans liking “But- 
toms” by Jackie Coogan better. 

At the Novelty (vaudeville) busi!- 
ness continued to hold up, but the 
box office was just ahead of the 
nut. The theatre is playing double 
serials ahead of the vaudeville now 
and claims the despised chapter 
play is responsible for a measure of 
the good showing. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Grand (1.409; 75) (National), 
Waddell Players Stock didn’t stop 
slump that started three weeks 2g0; 
$1,700. 

Novelty (1,100; 40) (Crawford). 


Serial pictures on screen first and 
last half claimed responsible for 
steady business despite conditions. 


Bills mediocre; $2,600. 
Jayhawk (1,500; 40) (Javhawk). 
Singing prolog started week with 


“Rose-Maric” and ended the fourth 
day in cenier of bill Jackie Coo- 
“Buttons” hit for two days; 


fan's 
$2.700. 
Ornheum (1,209; 40) (National). 


“Old onan back for picture 
houses, drew more people than 
when here as road show, but that 
didn’t spell whole iot; $1,700. 

Cozy (409; 25) (Lawrence). 
“Woman Wise” first half fair draw. 
“Midnight Rose” last half picked 


up, merking week’s total under aver- 
age, $800. 


“‘PATSY,” “CROWD” DOWN INL. A: 


DAM DISASTER HURT EVERYTHING 


‘Davies Film, $23,400 at 


State and Vidor’s Opus, 


$9,400 at M. D.—Met, $25,000 for 9 Days of 
Beery-Hatton—$7,900 for Sills 


HAINES’ “SMART SET” 
SMACKS BALTO, $22,000 


Gilda Gray in Person and Film 
Couldn’t Hold Flappers—‘Big 
City’ Big on Second Run 


Baltimore, March 27. 
(White Pop., 750,000) 
Weather fair 

The feud between the Motion Pic- 
ture Operators’ Union and the small 
neighborhood exhibitors came in for 
some more publicity when the Bal- 
timore Federation adopted resolu- 
tions asking Mayor Broening to con- 
duct an investigation of recent fires 
in picture houses. Edward D. Bie- 
retz, executive secretary of the Al- 
lied Building Trades Council, and a 
member of the committee to bring 
the matter to the attention of the 
Mayor, declares that in recent 
months there have been fires in nine 
houses where, he asserts, the blame 
can be traced to “inexperienced” men 
in. the operating booths.” Union op- 
erators have been out of the neigh- 
borhood houses for many months 
following a disagreement over wage 
scale with the exhibitors. The lat- 
ter organized a new operators’ 
union and school to replace the 
members of the old union. “It is 
these men that the resolution refers 
to as “inexperienced.” 

Business fair to less than that, 
with the pre-Easter let-up in evi- 
dence, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (Stanley - Crandall) — 
“Devil Dancer” (3,600; 25-50). Got 
big Monday opening. Gilda Gray in 
person. Males predominating, how- 
ever, and yielding flapper matinees 
draw to Century. Not up to big 
“Red Hair” draw of previous week. 
About $21,500. 

Century. (Loew-U. A.) — “The 
Smart Set” (2,074; 25-60). Haines 
popular and approached house rec- 


ord. “Smart Set” great card for 
the flapper afternoon trade. This 
film showed that Lenten let-up 


doesn’t apply to the younger gen- 
eration. About $22,000. 

Valencia (Loew-United Artists)— 
“The Last Command” (1,500; 25- 
60). Jannings film satisfactory 
opening week. Not near capacity, 
appealing to older generations that 
observe Lent, and consequently 
didn’t get out its full potential pub- 
lic. About $13,000, 

New (Whitehursts) — “Publicity 
Madness” (1,800; 25-50). This mod- 
erate-sized house had remarkable 
streak in recent months, and last 
week was first break. Weak title 
plus light picture most of answer, 
although stiff opposition and season 
contributed. Not over $5.000. 

Rivoli (Wilson Co.)—“Mad Hour” 
(2,500; 25-60). Elinor Glyn stories 
popular and night trade reported 
okeh. Matinees way down. 

Garden (Schanbergers) — “Judg- 
ment of the Hills” and K-A vaude 
(3,200; 25-50). 3elle Baker, long 
popular in her home town, big draw. 
Business consequently better than 
previous week. Season and general 
economic conditions affecting. About 
$16.500. 

Hippodrome (Pearce & Scheck)— 
“Wild Geese” and K-A vaude (3,200; 
25-50), Up from recent slump, al- 
though still striking just easy stride. 
All things considered, satisfactory. 

Parkway (loew-United Artists)— 
“The Biz City” (1,000; 15-35). 
Chaney film knockout in this town. 
After big business at Century moved 
uptown and at low scale and small 
capacity, about hadi 600. 


Goed Bills Fail | to to Get 
Good Money in Buffalo 


Buffalo, March 2%, 
(Drawing Pop. 590,000) 
Weather Excellent 
Picture grosses down last week, 
and plenty. For four weeks takings 
have been well below average. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,690; 30-40-65) 
—‘Take a Chance,” week. Whale 


of a good show, succumbing to 
general conditions. Nothing excit- 
ing. Over $25,000. 


Hip (Publix) (2,400; 50)—“Break- 
fast at Sunrise” (F. N.) and vaude 
Hip is holding on for good averages, 
although running behind. Compara- 
tively, Hip okay, but comparisons 
here, as elsewhere, don’t pay the 
bills. $12,590. 


Great Lakes (Fox) (3,199; 25-59): 


-—-“Love Me and Wor'd Is Mine, 
Movietone and vaude. Wouse tak- 
ing it on chin, but keeps feedin 
local public heavy attractions. 
Making strong play for neighwvor- 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
(Drawing Pop., 1,450,000—Weather 
Clear for Week) 

All took it on the chin last week. 
Folks had not gotten over the dam 
break disaster and sort of relished 
reading the investigation reports. 

Biggest disappointment was the 
showing of “Patsy,” Marion Davies’ 
picture at Loew's State. The Davies 
name at this house is usually good 
for around $30,000. Hearst papers 
put on lots of extra steam and 
space, and Eddie Peabody was in 
his final week, but when noses 
were counted final returns were far 
short of $25,000. 

Metropolitan had the Beery-Hat- 
ton “Partners in Crime” and held 
over the Society Debutantes as 
stage attraction for extra nine days. 
With all of this playing time only 
around $25,000 was tabbed. Ninth 
week of “The Circus,” at the Chi- 
nese, skidded a couple of “grand,” 
with allowances for an extra morn- 
ing matinee for the kiddies. 

Tenth week of “Wings” held up 
pretty well, while the third week 
of “Patent Leather Kid” 
Criterion dropped about $2,000. 
Carthay Circle and “Four Sons” in 
its sixth week, dropped around 
$3,000. 

Third week of “Sadie Thompson” 
at the United Artists dropped $6,000, 
Even that figure is better business 
than house has been accustomed to 
for second weeks on previous 
films. Million Dollar was no place 
for “The Crowd,” which they put 
on a $2 pedestal in New York. This 
one had great advance campaign 
but did less business than “Legion 
of the Condemned” brought in on 
its final week. 

Strangely enough, the two houses 
in the neigNborhood sections, Egyp- 
tian and Boulevard, jumped ahead 
of the week before. The former had 
a $250 increase with “The Big 
City” and the latter $400 with “Val- 
ley of the Giants” and Gene Mor- 
gan on stage, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Grauman’s Chinese (U. A.) —“The 
Circus” (U. A.) (1,958; 50-$1.50). 
With off conditions in 15 instead of 
14 performances, house dropped to 
around $21,000; this is $4,000 above 
the stop limit. 

Carthay Circle (Miller-W. C.).— 
“Four Sons” (Fox) (1,500; 50-$1.50). 
Around $3,500 below week before; 
matinees rather light but nights 
fairly good; an even $7,700. 

Criterion (W. C.). — “Patent 
Leather Kid” (F. N.) (1,600; 50- 
$1.50). Third week for Barthelmesgs 
at the $1.50 top; possibly a bit too 
long; staying one more then makes 


way for “Uncle Tom's Cabin”; did 
$7,100. 

Biltmore (Erlanger). — “Wings” 
(Par.) (1,655; 60-$2.20). Held up 
best in downtown area; $16,000 on 
10th week 

Loew’s State (W. C.-Loew).— 
“The Patsy” (M-G) (2,200; 25-99). 
Hearst paper support and final 


week of Peabody on stage did not 
bring this Marion Davies film aver- 
age trade of her other pictures in 
this house; disappointing at $23,- 
400, 

Metropolitan (CW. C.-Pub.).— 
“Partners in Crime” (Par.) (3,595; 
5-75). On account of Publix units 
coming in, this one held for nine 
instead of seven days; no enthu- 
siasm by deing around $25,000. 

United Artists (U. A.).—“Sadfe 
Thompson” (U. A.) (2,100; 26- 
Special 35 cent mats, before 
1 m., are great help; picture 
akidded $6.900 from week Selene 
but made money for house at $14,- 
000. 

Million Dollar (W. C.-Pub.). — 
“The Crowd” (M-G) (2,200; 25-99). 
Crowds did not get down to the 
third street temple of amusement 
to see this on its initial week. 
Trade light with picture placed in 
flon class by $9.400. 

Boulevard (W. C.).—"Valnley of 


the Giants” (F. N.) (2,164; 25-50). 
Very rood week for this Milt Sills 
opus; $7,900. 

Enyptian (W. C.) —The Bie 
City” (M-G) (1,800; 25-75). Lon 
Chaney reason for the $8,000; 
allows house almost $2900 profit. 


hood type of business and leaning 


heavy on community stuff. Over 


1$11,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,400; 35-50)— 
“The Crowd’ (M-G-M) and vaude, 
Pang-up show, with Wvtson Sis- 
ters topping stage card. Picture 


just another one as far as draw 
$11,500. 
(3,400; 35-50)— 


| concerned, 


Lafayette (Inde) 
l“Grandma’s Boy” (Pathe), Vita and 


Hot ise shows signs of vary- 
‘ing its policy. Bill inclided 10 acts, 
cut Vita to one subject. Rip- 
ring show and probably the most 
for money in town last week. Not 
£10.5990. 
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PICTURES 


“SILK LEGS” RAN INT 
MONTREAL LEAD: $14,500 


Heavy Outside Opposition Last 
Week—Stage Show Saved 
Capitol—‘‘Noose” Hurt 


Montreal, March 27. 
(Drawing Pop., 600,000) 

"A heavier show week than usual, 
with both legit houses going, five 
major hockey games and even the 
churches offering shows at $2 top 
thinned off the fans and downed 
grosses in most houses, with Loew's 
coming out top of the bunch, and 
even $2,000 up from previous week 
with $14,500. St. Patrick’s Day and 
Sunday helped a lot, but too many 
‘attractions rest of week offset this. 

Capitol featured good presentation 
for its pictures and this’ turned 
“Rose-Marie” into a normal gross. 
The big songs in the musical com- 
edy were built up in a good act and 
several good loeal voices engaged 
to put it over. Since the play has 
been sung here about seven times 
in the past couple of years, it had 
not so much of an appeal. Harry 
Dahn also put on some good short 
vaude, and these, together with a 
much above the average comedy, 
saved the week. 

George Rotsky had an ordinary 
week at the Palace with “The 
Noose.” This was not the fault of 
the picture, and Barthelmess is al- 
Ways a good draw here, but counter 
attractions were too many. As a 
controast to the sob story feature 
this house also put on a good 
quickie, Lupino Lane comedy. The 
Palace augmented orchestra is be- 
ginning to get quite a follcwing here. 

Loew’s had a below average stage 
show, but the picture was a stand 
out. “Silk Legs” brought them in 
on its name. At $14,500, no kick. 

Imperial had success with “Take 
a Chance Week” week before, and 
last week people kept coming. Re- 
sult. gross, though somewhat off, 
satisfactory. Ten people knew so 
much about the vaude offered at 
this house that they guessed the 
bill during Mysiery Week and won 
box seats. “Leopard Lady” filled 
in nicely, with best vatde in town. 

St. James United Church broke 
into the theatrical field with the 
Westminster Glee Singers, charging 
$1 and 32, and flopped. This Eng- 
lish cheir trem British cathedrals 
was worth admission price, but 
either public short after St. Pat- 
rick's Day or else didn’t like church 
being turned irto concert hall. Choir 
is touring Canada. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Capitol (F. P.) (2,700; 40-85)— 
“Rose- Marie” (M-G-M). Harry 
Dahn put on stage what amounted 
to composite reproduction of mu- 
sical comedy with good voices for 
prolog. Siage acts saved bill. Busi- 
ness down $2,000 previous 
week to just about normal; $12,500. 
Palace (F. P.) (2,700; 60-85)— 
“The Noose” (F. N.). Barthelmess 
very popular here and this kind of 
sob story also attracts. Heavy op- 
position and weekful of big hockey 
games pulled down gross; $10,500. 
Loew’s (3,200; 45-75)—“Silk Legs” 
(Fox). Snappy titles and good 
name brought crowds. House 
topped all others in Montreal for 
week. Vaude much below average, 
but picture made up; $14,509. 
Imperial (K-A) (1,900; 
“The Leopard Lady” (Pathe). 
picture, but vaude ran away 
everything. Down from 
week, but well up to 


$8,500. 

ftrand (U. A.) (800; 
“Wickedness Preferred” 
“The Branded Sombrero” 


Shield of Honor” (U). 
$3,500. 


‘NOOSE,’ $31,600, ST. L. 


Low With $19,250 


St. Loufs, March 27. 
(Drawing Pop., 1,000.000) 
Weather Fair and Cool 
Estimates for Last Week 
Loew’s State (3,300; 
“The Big Citv” (M.-G.-M.) 


make-up. 
den,” unit; $21,500. 

Missouri (Skouras) (3,800; 
65), ‘Rose of Golden West.” 
did photography, 
$19,250. 


Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 35- 
At pop. prices without stase 
temporarily away. 
Picture big and Barthelmess’ best; 


50-65), 
show, Ed Lo 


“Patent Leather Kid” 


$31,600. 
Grand Central (Skouras) 


$6,800. 


St. Louis (4,280; 35-65), “Girl in 


Every Port” (Fox). Vaudeville 
bill. 

Orpheum (2,200; 15-25-35-50-C5), 
*Fashion Madness” with Claire 
Windsor. Johnny Marvin. Vaude 
bill. 

Capitol (Skouras, small down- 


town house), “Chicago” (Pathe). 


helped this one. 


Mild Toronto Weather 
Held Top Gross, $11,000 


Toronto, March 27. 
(Drawing Pop., 700,000) 
Weather very mild 

spell of unseasonably mild 
weather spread over Ontario and 
kept cash customers from the thea- 
tres. Result was decreases, with top 
money of $11,000 for “The Secret 
Hour” at Loew’s. 

This is a $4,000 drop from the 
high of previous week, held at the 
Uptown, and a $2,500 drop for the 
Loew house. Evening biz held 
steady, but afternoons found flick- 
ers reeled off to empty pews. 
“Sorrell and Son” (UA) was the 
biggest individual draw of the Re- 
gent this season. Jack Arthur 
spotted the same picture at the Up- 
town and did almost $9,000 with a 
fair stage show. 

“Shepherd of the Hills” opened to 
a turnaway Saturday, but folded 
like an accordion by midweek and 
had less than $10,000 to show. Bad 
in 3.400-seater. 

“Legion of the Condemned” was 
strong at $7,000 in Tom Daley’s 
Tivoli, and held over. A good tie- 
up on “Wings” and snappy musical 
program built around the feature 
It was the only 
bright spot in town, and not so 
bright at that. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Uptown (FB) (3,000;  30-60)— 
“Sorrell and Son” (UA). Second 
run. Almost $9,000. Not bad in 
falling market. Stage show fair. 
Loew’s (2,300; 30-60)—“The Se- 
cret Hour” (MG). Fair at $11,000, 
but $2,500 drop over “Rose-Marie” 
week before. 

Pantages—“Shepherd of the Hills” 
(3,400; 30-60). Opened big then 
caught in first mild weather spell of 


season. Under $10,000. 
Tivoli (FPL)— “Legion of the 
Condemned” (Par) (1,400; 30-60). 


Based on seating capacity, did best 
business in town, although under 
$7,000. Held over. 


PORTLAND HOLDS UP, 
NEW HOUSE, $19,009 
B’way $13,000— 


Oriental and Pan, $11.000— 
Rivoli and Calumbia, $6,000 


Portland, Ore., March 27. 

(Drawing Population, 400,000) 

Funeral dirges of the over-seated 
pessimists fail to show any sub- 
stance of truth since the opening 
of the new Portland, Publix house, 
with its 3,500 seats. Largest in the 
Pacific Northwest, it continued to 
big business after its opening week. 
Conditions also good for the other 
shows. Portland has Publix-Leew 
stage units with “Highlights” last 
week, 

Kolb and Dill headlined on the 
West Coast-Fanchon & Marco time 
at the Broadway. Picture is “Heart 
of a Follies Girl.” Billie Dove pop- 
ular here but picture tame. 


opposition, through its stage name. 


35-80)— 
Fair 
with 
previous 
average; 


30-40)— 
(M-G): 
(Fox); 
“Topsy and Eva” (U. A.), and “The 
All together, 


$21,500 for Chaney at State—“Rose” 


25-35-60), 
with 
fon Chaney minus usual grotesque 
On stage, “Dream Gar- 


35- 
Splen- 
but weak plot; 


(1,700; 
50-75), “Old San Francisco” (W.B.) 
Vita third weak. Also four shorts; 


Even the Liberty, 
white elephant 
good business last week 
policy and the Will King musical 
tab show. “The Tigress,” picture, 
with Jack Holt, film feature. 

Duffy Players, dramatic stock at 
the Music Box, did Hupwood’s “Why 


at its 50c 


Men Leave Home.” Business in- 
variably good and well balanced. 
Charlotte Treadway and Harvey 


Stevens in the lead. 

“Radio Fancies,”’ dance act, and 
“Square Crooks” as film feature, 
main attractions at Pantages. Blue 
Hiouse had the Vitaphone film, “If 
I Were Single.” Tibbett’s Oriental 
got “Legionnaires in Paris.” Fea- 
ture film and Kollege Knights, crack 
student band from the University 
of Oregon, as splendid stage show. 


Estimates For Last Week 


Portland (Publix-W. C.) (3,500; 
35-60). Lon Chaney drew well in 
“The Big City.” Alex Hyde and 
band and Publix “Highlights” unit 
on stage: $19,000. 

Broadway (W. C.) (2,000; 25-60) 
“Tleart of a Follies Girl” (Par.) with 
Billie Dove. Picture weak. Kolb 
and Dill with Fanchon-Marco girls 
on stage held up business; $13,000. 

Oriental (Tebdbett’s) (2,700; 35-35) 
“Legionnaires in Paris.” Good com- 
edy attraction, but lacks dramatic 
interest. Kollege Knights, university 
band, on stage; $11,000. 

Rivoli (Parker-W. C.) (1,200; 35- 
50) “Student Prince.” Santaella’s 
Orchestra on stage: $6,000. 

Liberty (West Coast) (2,000; 35- 
59). Will King musical tab brought 
receipts back to better showing. 
Jack Holt’s “The Tigress,” me- 
diocre film; $5,000. 

Columbia (U.) (35 to 50) “That’s 
My Daddy,” Reginald Denny com- 
edyv. Regular Denny feature. Ex- 
ploitation does not compare with 
opposition houses; $6,000. 


Pantages (Pan.) (2,000; 35-50) 
vaude. “Square Crooks” on the 
screen; $11,000. 


Music Box—Duffy stock—(1,300; 
25-75). “Why Men Leave Home, Did 
$7,000. 


A BULL’S EYE 


Not with an arrow, but with a 
75-piece orchestra playing for the 
Ball recently given by the John E. 
Zimmermans in the Bellevue Strat- 
ford, Philadelphia. 


This is the largest dance orches- 
tra on record ever playing for a 
private function. 


Again the unusual was accom- 
plished by Meyer Davis. 


PHILLY BUT MODERATE: 
STANLEY, $27,000; FOX, 
“Circus” Takes Big Drop in 


4th Wk. and Out—‘Wings”’ 
and “Sons” Do Nicely 


Philadelphia, March 27, 
Business in the picture houses 
dropped as sharply as legit trade 
gained, peculiar phenomenon and 
explained probably by weak pictures 
and too-extended runs. 

Even Chaplin’s “The Circus” felt 
the slump at the Karlton and ended 
Saturday after four weeks. 

Stanley fared moderately with 
“Beau Sabreur,” but slumped as the 
week continued. Surrounding bill 


had little to offer. Gross down to 
$27,000, perhaps less. 


Stanton’s picture, ‘“Rose- Marie,” 
fell down almost from the start, and 
by Wednesday it was decided to cut 
the run to a single week. Gross $9,- 
000, poorest first week any picture 
at this house has had in four 
months. 

“Wings,” the aviation special up 
at the Aldine, announced its last 
four weeks and got some break from 
it. Gross around $14,000, satisfac- 
tory under .the circumstances, 

The Arcadia did better than most, 
and “West Point” reversed the situ- 
ation of ‘“Rose-Marie” by being held 
over for a second week, when one 
week was all that was expected. 
“West Point's” gross about $4,500. 


' ; Broad- | family in a dance offering. 
way does big business despite the 


West Coast’s | 
in Portland, ran 


The two Fox houses reported sat- 
isfactory week. Fox had ‘Dressed 
to Kill,” which won some pleasant 
notice, and Pat Rooney and his 
Combi- 
“Four 
looks 


nation got about $25,000. 
Locust, with third week of 
Sons,” reported $13,500, and 
set for another month. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (4,000; 35-50-75)—‘Beau 
Sabreur” (Par). So far inferior to 
“Beau Geste” it faded attendance 
after strong start. Adverse notices 
also. $27,000 or less. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—“Rose- 
Marie” (M-G). Flop here and taken 


off after single week despite fair 
notices. $9,000 quoted. “The Gau- 


cho” Monday. 

Aldine (1,500; $2)—“Wings” (Par) 
(17th week). Announcement of last 
four weeks helped. $15,000. 

Karlton (1,000; 50-75)—‘The Cir- 
eus” (U.A.) (4th week). Dropped 
suddenly after three fine weeks. 
Taken out Saturday. $6,000. 

Arcadia (800; 50)—“West Point” 
(M-G) (1st week). Held up so well 
was held over. Reported $4,500. 

Fox-Locust 1,800: $1.65) — “Four 
Sons” (Fox) (3d week). Doing sat- 
isfactorily; around $13,500 claimed. 

Fox (3,000; 99)—“Dressed to Kill” 


(Fox). Picture well liked, and 
Rooneys on stage. Business fair at 
$25,000. 


Boston’s Good and Bad 
Business Last Week 


Boston, March 27. 

The silver masked tenor of radio 
fame and the Goodrich Silvertown 
Cord Orchestra, in combination with 
“Sadie Thompson” (U. A.), first run 
in Boston, pulled the State's gross 
last week up to a record for Lent 
and one of the best weeks of the 
year. Box office took in $26,000 on 
the bill, topping even the Ruth Elder 
week and well over Van and 
Schenck. 

Picture business didn’t run along 
with the legit for the week, but for 
the most part was weak. At the 
Metropolitan, where “Tillie’s Punc- 
tured Romance” (Par), revised ver- 
sion, and the Publix “Hey Hey” 
revue, with Gene Rodemich’s band, 
comprised the bill, business was 


NEW SEATTLE $22,000; 
$9,000 FOR “GAUCHO” 
Battle for Biz Is On—“Becky,” 


$9,000—$5,500 for Denny 
—Pan, $8,000 


Seattle, March 27. 

With the Duncan Sisters gone 
after return week, Manager J. Lloyd 
Dearth of Pantages stepped heavy 
on printers’ ink with big space in 
ail the papers to bolster the show 
the past week, for the Orpheum 
scale cut and the new Seattle have 
let down the battle guards. 

The battle for biz goes with the 
town admittedly heavily overseated 
now. New Seattle held well and 
other houses seemed to feel it. 
United Artists and “Gaucho” for 16 
days, going great guns for 11 days 
and then falling off. 

Fifth Avenue had but four nights 
of regular show, three~being used 
for Chicago Opera. Columbia and 
Blue Mouse did but fairly, and 
President was practically unhurt, 
although wavering a little. 

Orpheum’s new policy still ex- 
perimental, but eliminating all re- 
served seats has driven away about 
50 per cent. of the oldtimers. 

The whole town is giving big 
show value, and especially the 
Seattle, slated to go to 60c. top, but 
dropped to 50c. (except Sunday 
night) When Orpheum announce- 
ment came day before new house 
opened, 

Sunday of past week was best 
Sunday of year for joy riding, so 
that hurt a little, too. 

Manager Bender has signed Earl 
Gray’s orchestra for stage attrac- 
tion at Columbia. 

Hamrick has put up big sign 
across from his Blue Mouse an- 
nouncing that’ he will build 
“Seattle’s beauty theatre” on the 
site. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Seattle CW. C.-Publix-Loew) 
(3,100; 25-60), “West Point” (M.- 
G.-M.). Sound value in this Haines 
film. Stage show with music a 
feature; $22,000. 

Fifth Ave. (W. C.) (2,700; 25-60), 
“Becky” (M.-G.-M.) Good show on 
stage. Red Corcoran m. of ce. 
Oliver Wallace to great returns on 
organ. Four days only for bill last 
week. Chicago Opera remainder; 
$9,000. 

United Artists (W. C.-U. A.) 
(1,900; 25-60), “The Gaucho” (U. 
A.). Held great until last five days, 
total run of 16 days proving trifle 
too long. Biz great, all things con- 
sidered; $9,000. 

Columbia (U.) (1,000; 25-50), 
“That’s My Daddy” (U.). Dandy 
comedy and Denny has real follow- 
ing here. Started off slowly, build- 
ing but little; $5,500. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 
75), “Silver Slave” and Vita (W. 
B.). Irene Rich starred means 
something here, but opposition felt. 
James Marion manager of north- 
west while Hamrick south; $6,000. 


25- 


Pantages (1,550; 25-65), “Wolf 
Fangs” (Fox). Local angle picture 
Jilmed near here. Good vaude, 


Duncan Sisters missed, but can’t 
stay forever; $8,000. 

Orpheum (2,700; 25-0), “Not for 
Publication” (Pathe). Bill weaker 
than last week. Picture had good 
local angle, as Thomas Brower, now 


with Duffy Players here, in lead 
part; $11,200. 
President (Duffy) (1,654; 25-$1), 


“Lazy Bones” (Henry Duffy stock). 
Country town story rather liked 
and ably presented. Biz good; $4,800. 


The gross amounted to $34,000, $6,- 
000 under the norm. “The Dove” 
(U. A.), at the Orpheum with vaude, 
didn’t run so badly with $19,000. 
Modern and Beacon, playing ‘“‘The 
JazzSinger” (Warners’ Vitaphone), 
are still coining money at popular 
prices, and the Jolson picture is now 


in sixth week, with no sign of a 
break. “That’s My Daddy” (U), at 
the New Boston, and vaude only 


made out fair. “Burning Daylight” 
(F. N.), at the Washington St., and 
Scollay Square Olympias, plus 
vaude, had a good week. 

The Fenway, with double feature 
bill and a change Wednesday, played 
to a big first half on “The Last 
Command” and “A Sailor’s Sweet- 
heart.” Last half was “Live and 
and “Wild Geese,” not so 
igh. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Metropolitan (Publix) (4,000; 50- 
60)—“Tillie’s Punctured Romance” 
(Par) unit “Hey, Hey,” Gene Rode- 
mich and stage band show; salon 
concert with Dai Buell, widely 
known concert pianist, at the key- 
board—all for naught, worst week 
in months, $34,000. 

State (3,500; 35-503 — “Sadie 
Thompson” (UU. A.), Goodrich Sil- 
vertown Cord Orchestra, Silver 
Masked Tenor; best business house 
has held for long stretch, $25,900. 

Orpheum (3,500; 35-50)—"*The 
Dove” (U. A.), vaude; business for 


tough, almost as low as midsummer. 


Lent not bad, $19,000. 


WARFIELD-GRANADA 
OUT $5,000 IN FRISCO 


“Noose” and Publix Units Do 
Well—“‘Crowd”’ Couldn’t 
Draw; $10,400 


San Francisco, March 27, 
(Drawing Population, 756,000) 
Market street had a spotty week 

with the Warfield again leading the 
town by a comfortable margin. it 
grossed nearly four times as much 
as the St. Francis, directly across 
the street. Considering Lent and 
the uncertain weather—extreme 
heat to drizzling rains—gross reve- 
nue was not to be sneered at. 

Warfield had easy sailing all weck 
despite strong opposition at the 
Granada, where the new Publix 
stage units were unfolded for their 
initial showing. Town leader hud 
“The Noose,” and it was only a few 
grand behind Clara Bow the pre- 
ceding week. 

Granada’s gain was attributed 
both to screen and stage show, 
Week started strong and held sub- 
stantially good. Generally fizured 
once the new policy for this house 
gets nosed around, and with re- 
curring excellence of stage presen- 
tations, Granada will set a pace 
that will cause opposition houses to 
go some. 

“The Crowd” wound up two dis- 
mal weeks at the California, final 
week being reduced to six days on 
account of change of opening date 
to Thursday with current bill. Mob 
simply didn’t respond to the King 
Vidor picture, and last six days 
lucky to reach the 10 grand mark. 

Considerable strength shown by 
“The Jazz Singer” in its sixth week 
at the Embassy. Indications now 
point to total run of from 10 to 12 
weeks. Movietone (newsreel and 
the Mussolini special) helped last 
week’s intake, and the combination 
of Al Jolson, Vitaphone and Movie- 
tone is proving a money-getter in 
every sense. 

Third and final week of ‘“Ra- 
mona” at the St. Francis dropped 
house to lowest point in months. 
Beery-Hatton in “Partners in 
Crime” succeeded March 24, and 
figured for substantial stay. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Warfield—“The Noose” (F. N.) 
(2,672; 35-50-65-90). Local mob 
continues to give house a great 
play, though last week’s screen 
feature merited the heavy draw; 
stage bill satisfactory, though not 
as good as most F. and M. attrac- 
tions; $28,000. 

Granada—“The Showdown” (Par.) 
(2,785; 35-50-65-90). Publix stage 
units debutted and opener was one 
to brag about; Bancroft, featured 
in sereen play, has a strong follow- 
ing; result was intake of better 
than $23,000; highly satisfactory. 

Embassy—“The Jazz Singer” and 
Vita. (W. B.) (1,367; 50-65-90). Jol- 
son continues to pack ’em;: plenty 
of lines still in evidence and should 
have no trouble-holding on after 
Faster holidays; sixth week around 
$13.390. 

California—‘The Crowd” (M.-G.) 
(2,200; 35-65-90). They just 
wouldn’t have this one, despite lav- 
ish praise of critics and word of 
mouth: one of the unexplainable 
mysteries of the town; second week 
(6 days) $10,490; very poor. 

St. Francis — “Ramona” (U. A.) 
(1,375: 35-65-90). Three weeks, 
one week too long for story of early 
California days; $7,500, however, 
prevented any actual loss. 


$7,000 TACOMA’S TOP 
“West Point” Gets 1t—Blue Mouse 
$3,000—Colonial $1,400 


Tacoma, March 27. 
(Drawnig Pop., 125,000) 
Plenty of action at Tacoma the- 
atres last week, with business okech. 


Heilig (legit) had “Broadway” for 
two nights, which cuts into the 
first run houses in this town 
slightly. Pantages had Maurice 
Costello in person, and Manager 
Earl Cook placed on the screen 


‘Very Confidential.” 
Estimates for Last Week 
Broadway (W. C.) (1,650; 25-50), 
“West Point” (M.-G.-M.). Helped 
draw kids, young and old. Fanclhon 
and Marco's ‘“‘Circus Idea” on stage; 


$7,000. 

Pantages (1,450: 25-50), “Very 
Confidential” (Fox). Maurice Cos- 
tello in “The Pay Off” stage, 


helped get good money; $5,500. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
50), “If I Were Single” and Vita 
(w. 5.). Better than previous 
week; $3,000. 

Rialto (W. C.) (1,200; 25-40), 
“The Show Down” (Par.). Picture 


seemed to connect. Gene Dennis, 

girl psychic, building: $2,500. 
Colonial (W. C.) (800; 25), 

Warning” (U.). Did $1,400. 


B. & K.’s “Sex” Film 


Chieago, March 27. 
Balaban and Katz have booked 
a@ sex picture, “Is Your Daughter 
Safe,” for their Central Park the- 
atre. 


“The 
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QUEBEC BARS ALL UNDER 


FRENCH QUOTA 
CAUSES CRISIS 


Brings Box-Office Grief 
at Once—Reprisals 


Maybe 


Paris, March 27. 

Already the new French quota 
law has brought box office grief to 
French exhibitors. The commission 
has refused to grant any visas to 
imported films since it went into 
power March 1. A result is ex- 
exhibitors have been forced to run 
pictures they had »reviously refused 
to buy or which they had previously 


_ played. A box office slump followed 


immediately. 

Trade authorities point out that 
on the same basis, if American pro- 
ducers withdrew all their pictures 
when they have played dates al- 
ready contracted, they could force 
the issue and probably defeat the 
whole legislation. Under such a re- 
prisal scheme, numberless French 
cinemas woul. be compelled to close 
and it,is believed public protest 
would bring on reconsideration of 
the whole government policy. 

Both foreign and native film peo- 
ple frankly call the new regulation 
“a hold-up game.” 


Barter System 
The present plan, which has yet 
to be approved by the Minister of 
Public Instruction Herriott, calls 
for a “four, two and one ratio.” The 
producer of each native picture will 
be granted seven visas. Four will 


. cover the release in France of four 


American-mades (provided the 
American producer being dealt with 
has bought one French film), or two 
German-mades under like condi- 
tions and of one English-made, 
ditto for purchase condition. 

The more the Americans study 
the situation, the more grief they 
find in it. For one thing, American 
operators in this market will have 
to bid against each other on prices 
for French films. France will only 
make 70 productions for the com- 
ing -year. . “Casanova” already has 
been sold for $150,000 (to M-G-M in 
New York) and the French pro- 
ducers arrue that is what a native 
picture should command. Ever®as- 
suming an average price of $100,000, 
big American producer-distributors 
would be called upon to send $1,- 
000,000 to France a year, and no- 
body believes the product could 
earn that much under American re- 
lease. 

Another angle on the French sit- 
uation is that the other Continental 
nations are keeping close watch 
upon the outcome here and if the 
drastic quota scheme works out, 
they will make use of it for revenue 

urposes in their own jurisdiction. 
For this reason American film men 
urge prompt action for defense. 

Irving Thalberg, production chief 
of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, here on 
vacation, expressed himself con- 
cerned over the new regulations. He 
believes it will have the same fate 
as that of the German cinema con- 
trol which was repealed not long 
ago. Samuel Goldwyn also believes 
it will fail but fears it will first cost 
the American trade a great deal of 
money. He intended to try to get 
this view before French officials be- 
fore he left for home. 


“Godless Girl” Finished; 
Cost $750,000; Road Show 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Cc. B. DeMille made the final 
Scenes of “The Godless Girl’ after 
12 weeks and at a cost around 
$750,000. 

The picture is now cut to 30 reels 
and will go out as a road show at- 
traction in the fall. 


Conklin Borrowed for Team 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
First National is borrowing Ches- 
ter Conklin from Paramount, to 
team him with Charles Murray in 
“The Boss of Little Arcady.” 


Eddie Cline will direct it. E, M. 


‘Asher is production supervisor. 


Keep P. A.’s Working 


Injecting newspaper atmos- 
phere in a publicity office is 
the system which First Na- 
tional has decreed for its Bur- 
bank stv ff. 

From now on “pubs” who 
lolied around when their unit 
was not on the set will find 
themselves on a daily assign- 
ment sheet, with one of the 
clan enacting the role of “city 
editor.” 


JEFF McCARTHY MAY 
GET A NEW TRIAL 


Fraud Alleged by “Ambulance 
Chasers” in $100,000 Verdict 
Against N. Y. Picture Man 


Motion has been made before the 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Supreme Court to 
retry the case of Henrietta Vought, 
stenographer, who reecived the 
New York state auto injury acci- 
dent verdict of $100,000 against 
J. J. McCarthy. 

Defendants allege to have affida- 


vits in their possession which will 
reveal ambulance-chasing methods. 


At the time of the accident in 
Central Park last summer, the taxi 
in which Miss Vought was riding 
struck McCarthy’s limousine from 
the rear. The $100,000 jury verdict 
was handed down in December, aft- 
er Miss Vought was brought into 
court on a stretcher. 

The new motion came up Friday, 
at which time Justice Charles J. 
Druhan, before whom the original 
suit was tried, gave the Vought side 
10 days to produce witnesses to re- 
fute the McCarthy affidavits. 


New evidence which the defend- 
ants would like to introduce in- 
cludes that Miss Vought was en 
route to a doctor when the accident 
happened and that she was able to 
keep the appointment instead of 
going to a hospital. A fictitious ad- 
dress, which Miss Vought gave, is 
also mentioned. 


J. Arthur Hilton, acting for the 
Columbia Casualty Company, and 
John J. Curtin, McCarthy’s personal 
attorney, are handling the case for 
the defendant, while Miss Vought’s 
counsel is recorded as C. F. Wil- 
liams. 


McCarthy was forced to put up 
bond for the entire $100,000, pending 
appeal of the verdict and despite 
being insured for $50,000. 

Written into the records of the 
case is that McCarthy is “an old 
grouch,” put there by the Vought 
counsel. Mrs. McCarthy, present at 
the hearing, rose to indignantly deny 
the accusation, when she suddenly 
remembered it’s 20 years for perjury 
—and sat down. 

Newspapers which asked Mc- 
Carthy for photographs of himself, 
received the answer that while he 
didn’t have any good pictures of 
himself, he had some excellent 
of “Trail of °33.” 


‘Bookie’s’ Foreign Players 


Dmitri Buchowetzki, foreign film 
director prominent on the coast, re- 
turned from Europe last week and 
departed for the west. He was en- 
thusiastic over an arrangement 
giving him the picture services of a 
number of star continental players. 
The latter may be called to Holly- 
wood during the summer. 

“Bookie” also has the sole rights 
to a number of dramatic stories by 
noted Russian authors. 


Mae Murray and U 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Mae Murray is negotiating with 
Universal to star in “June of Gold.” 
She has been talking to Carl 
Laemmle on a basis of $50,000 ad- 
vance before the camera, besides a 
percentage of the gross, 

Miss Murray also stipulates that 
production cost will be at least 
$290,000. 


+ 


KIDS 
NEAT 


Thousands of Letters Daily 
in Protest Against Non- 
sensical Measure Failed 
to Sway Premier — All 
Children Under 16, 
Though Accompanied by 
Parents, Cannot’ Enter 
Picture Theatres in Prov- 
ince of Quebec—Mon- 
treal May Lose Transients 


ONLY LAW OF KIND 


Montreal, March 27. 


The axe has fallen on the picture 
theatres of the Province of Quebec. 
By a vote of 57 to 5 the Legislative 
Assembly prohibited all children 
under the age’ of 16, whether ac- 
companied by parents or others or 
not, from attending the movies. The 
new law will come into force almost 
at once. It is unique in Canada and 
on the American Continent. 


This Province includes as its big- 
gest cities Montreal and Quebec. 

The !aw was amended by Premier 
Taschereau to ,ermit colleges, con- 
vents and other educational estab- 
lishments to give movie shows for 
their yupils only in the schools. 

This slaughter of the innocents’ 
amusements went through as ex- 
pected. Debate was mixed up with 
some excursions and alarms on 
Sunday closing as to which . 
premier said it was a Dominion and 
not a provincial law and he was still 
awaiting action by private ii.div- 
iduals against the theatres. So far 
none had been forthcoming. 


The premier was pretty sore 
abo: h mail on Sunday closing 
i .@ the children’s bill. Opening 
close on three thousand letters a 
day for a couple of weeks is a 
heavy job. He regarded all the pro- 
tests as personal attacks, he told 
the Assembly. 

Some of the debaters pointed out 
that since a boy of 14 could marry 
a girl of 12 in the Province of 
Quebec, it was inconsistent to shut 
such a married pair out of the thea- 
tres. Just the same, they voted in 
favor of the bill. 

Others claimed that the theatres 
caused everything from nervous 
and eyesight disorders to inculcat- 


ing a love of divorce and that 
American film dramas were im- 
moral, although news reels and 


comedies were not so bad. 
Neighborhoods Hurt 


The measure will hit the neigh- 
borhood houses hard and will to a 
lesser extent affect mainstem thea- 
tres. George Rotsky, manager of 
the Palace and president of the 
Montreal Theatre Managers’ Asso- 
ciation, pointed out an absurdity in 
the fact that legit theatres are un- 
affected by the bill, when seen by 
a “Variety” interviewer. He drew 
attention to the consideration that 
practically all the houses here put 
on special children’s shows which 
are heavily patronized and have 
educational value. He .«hought the 
measure would be very detrimental 
to the movie theatres. 

Bootlegging in birth certificates 
and in documents purporting to 
originate from parents and guar- 
dians is one reaction to the bill 
pretty to sventuate. That 
youngsters under 16 who have the 
movie labit will suffer a grave in- 
justice from the bill is obvious, but 
it is also obvious that they will not 
sit down uncer it. 

There is likely to be as great an 
epidemic of law-breaking and con- 
tempt of an unfair measu’e as has 
been created in the United States 
by a similar case of prohibition. 

Another point is the fact that 
about 2 million and a half tourists 
are surely expected in Montreal this 
year. Many bring children and when 
they find they are barred from 
movies, they are not going them- 


WILLIAMS ENDORSED 
COURT VICTORIOUS SUIT 


Man Good Luck in 


Nicks E. O’Brien 


Cleveland, March 27. 
Racketeers working  back- 


Stage at the Palace, here, took 
Eugene O'Brien’ twice last 
week. 


Gnce for two bottles of Im- 
perial Scotch that turned out 
to be tea, and once for some 
perfume that wasn't. 


FOX-F. & R. DEAL IS 


Minneapolis, March 27. 

It is expected here that by to- 
morrow the Fox-Finklestein & 
Ruben merger wilil have been ac- 
complished. 

A delay encountered on the bond 
issue has been smoothed out and 
the present outlook is a consum- 
mation, which will pass the 100 
Y&R houses over to William Fox. 

This deal will virtually place Fox 
and Publix (Paramount) as part- 
ners, 


F&R in this city and St. Paul. That 


last week. 

According to a story when Sam 
Katz and Barney Balaban reached 
here, last week ostensibly for the 
opening, they made some effort to 
throw cold water on the Fox deal, 
although not committing Publix at 
this time to step into Fox’s place. 
To what extent their arguments pre- 
vailed is not reported, but it was 
thought that the Fox-F&R deal had 
progressed too far for withdrawal 
if there might have been any such 
idea, 

Partners Didn’t Know 

It’s stated around here that the 
partners in F&R, the brand bearers 
themselves, have had little to do 
with the Fox deal, and but part of 
the time knew what was going on. 
This may have accounted for their 
many denials to repeated stories in 
the local dailies from Variety. 

William Hamm, the heaviest 
stockholders in F&R, is said to have 
negotiated throughout. Lately 
Hamm is also said to have pur- 
chased the I. H. Ruben stock in the 
concern for about $1,000,000, with 
Ruben intending to take a long tour- 
ing trip. His partner, Finklestein, 
may remain with the merged or- 
ganization for a while. 


Los Angeles, March 27. 


for M-G-M is “The Bushranger,” a 
story of the Australian wilds. The 
McCoy series of action pictures are 
spotted in various countries instead 
of the general run of 
This is said to be for the 
of overcoming the squawks of for- 
eign countries over too much Ameri- 
can west in films of that type. 

Chet Whitney is directing 
Bushranger” with story by Made- 
line Ruthven and scenario by George 
Hull. Arthur Lubin, Gloria Grey, 
Richard Neil and Dale Austin in 
east. Larry Weingarten is super- 
vising. 


READY FOR CLOSING 


through Publix holding an 
interest in the first run houses of 


includes the new Minnesota opened 


Westerns’ Changing Locale 


Col. Tim McCoy’s current picture 


westerns. 
purpose 


“The 


Tough English Justice Wished American Picture 


Future—British National 


Settled Out of Court for Around $200,000 


+ 


London, March 14. 
There was a_ sensational close 
Thursday afternoon to the action 
brought by J. D. Williams against 
British National Pictures for wrong- 
ful dismissal, when Stuart Bevan, 
K. C., for the defendant company, 
withdrew all defense to the action 
and asked the judge to agree to a 

settlement in favor of Williams. 


In so doing, Stuart Bevan made 
a eulogistic speech as to Jaydee’s 
abilities and qualities, and unre- 
servedly withdrew all suggestions 
made at any time by the defending 
company to the contrary. 

Justice Horridge, who is so severe 
he is commonly known in legal cir- 
cles as Justice Horrid, agreed with 
all Stuart Bevan said, and added 
he hoped Williams would in future 
meet with the success his bearing 
under cross-examination and the 
ease generally had shown he de- 
served. This statement, coming from 
such a source, created a sensation 
in court, hardly exceeded by the 
many sensations the case produced 
over its four days, during which 
Williams vas on the stand for two 
and a half days on end. 

Williams sued for breach of con- 
tract and wrongful dismissal, claim- 
ing $260,000 on his contract, arrears 
of salary amounting to some $7,000, 
and damages for harm to reputa- 
tion. 

Originally a defense was filed al- 
leging- Williams guilty of gross ex- 
travagance, had misrepresented his 
influence and knowledge of the film 
business, and claiming $225,000 dam- 
ages alleged to have been suffered 
by the company as a result. 

After staying on the files of the 
court for a year, this defense was 
withdrawn, and that put in at the 
end merely claimed the company 
was justified in dismissing Williams 
for refusing to ecbey orders. 

Sir Patrick Hastings, counsel for 
Williams, in opening the case, said 
this had been done to discredit Wil- 
liams and had been withdrawn when 
its purpose was served, the result 
being Williams could not make any 
connection here or in America while 
under the cloud of the defense’s al- 
legations. He wished I. W. Schles- 
inger was present, so he could be 


wisely, perhaps, out of the country. 
Minutes of the company showed the 
directorate had wished him “bon 
voyage” when he left, but, said 
Hastings there was no record they 
had expressed a hope of seeing him 
come back. On further reference 
to the minutes he nvoticed the wish- 
ing of “bon voyage” had not been 
taken part in by Williams. 

Sir Patrick also complained British 
National had gone to the furthest 
extremes to try to injure Wil- 
liams; it had written a letter to 
First National in America asking 
for reasons why Williams left and 
for any other information about him. 
The reply had been curt and in 


Williams’ favor so the defendants 
had tried to go back 20 years and 
find if there was anything in Wil- 


liams’ Australian record harmful to 
him. “I do not know where Mr. 
Williams was born” said Hastings 
to the jury “but I believe it was in 
Virginia and I should not be sur- 
prised to find the defendant com- 
pany had inquired there as to 


(Continued on page 26) 


together. 

In all, the new law is going to 
cost the province a pretty penny 
before it is thrown into the discard, 
where all unsuitable and uncivilized 
legislation sooner or later finds its 


proper place. 


selves and may avoid Canada al- | 
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MARKET FIREWORKS STOPS LOEW: 


PAR. SAGS 114; KEITH WEAK 


Loew Stock Spurt on 20 Pct. Stock Extra, Cancelled 
—Fox Holds to Old Level in Turmoil—New Bot- 
tom on K-A-O Preferred, 92 as Common Rallies 


Loew got under way Monday in 
the last hour when it spurted 2 
points on ticker talk that the board 
had under consideration a plan to 


make an extra payment of 20 per 
cent in stock. The move probably 
would have carried through, but 
when General Motors broke yester- 
day morning from 198 to 180 in an 
hour and Radio crashed from 158 
to 147 no clique demonstration 
could make any headway and was 
lucky to hold tight till the wind 
died down. 

Under this assault upon prices, 
Loew reacted to 66 and Paramount 
slumped badly to a new low on the 
movement of 114%. Even after the 
fireworks died down for the time 
being—Motors got back to 195 and 
Radio to 156—the amusements were 
still gasping. Loew C:d better than 
the rest. At 2 o’clcck it had re- 
covered to 67%, but the apparent 
bull demonstration was off for the 
present, 

Fox Holds Level 

_It was noted by ticker players 
that while Fox has not partici- 
pated in the upswing all over the 
list it stood firm yesterday against 
the hammering of values all around. 
The air is full of Fox talk of a 
bullish nature, but the issue holds 
to its steady course between 78 and 
79, unaffected either way. It is 
probable that the market sponsor- 
ship for the issue is awaiting te 
clear up the outside following be- 
fore it does anything. Clarifying 
of the concern’s trade position as 
to further extension of holdings also 
acts as a brake on operations. 

Keith-Albee-Orpheum took on 
considerable activity. Up to Mon- 
day it had been progressively weak, 
getting down by fractions from an 
opening of 20 to 18 flat. The sig- 
nificance was that on its decline 
more and more stock came out. One 
guess being as good as another in 
the obscure situation surrounding 
this issue, it has been suggested 
that associates of the theatre mer- 
ger had been brought in on a sub- 
scription basis, and, just as in the 
Pathe-P.D.C. promotion, became 
nervous and took a loss. Only this 
time the buyers did it promptly, 
instead of waiting as they did in 
the Pathe smash to get out at the 
bottom. 

Senior Stock Low 

Monday some 1,500 shares of 
K-A-O changed hands from 18 to 
a high of 20, but while this brisk 
rally was going on in the common 


Summary of trading for the > 


‘stock, the preferred which pays 7 


per cent continued to sell at and 
close to its new bottom of 92, a re- 
markable price for a senior issue of 
high yield. If the Keith-Albee 
people had come to the rescue, they 
made no effort to defend the posi- 
tion of the important preferred. 
Yesterday the Keith-Albee team 
were lost sight of in the general 
scramble, the common doing 21 on 
small turnover. 

In connection ,with the abortive 
move in Loew, the news ticker car- 
ried a discussion of the company’s 
position with reference to what is 
described as a division in the board 
on dividend policy. One proposal 
is to make extra payments in stock 
and so build uy a large cash re- 
serve, while the other is for cash 
distribution at once. Income state- 
ment for the first quarter will be 
available soon and it is expected to 
make a brilliant showing. Last 
quarterly profit and loss statement 
did not include rentals for general 
release of “The Big Parade,” which 
will be includec in the new figures 
and ought to give the business a 
favorable aspect. 

Stanley Loses Ground 

Stanley was disposed to slip back 
toward its old low territory around 
46-47, due to factional complica- 
tions within the company. Another 
element in the Stanley situation is 
the increase of competition in the 
Philadelphia exhibiting field, where 
once Stanley had things all its own 
way, but rivalries are now ex- 
tremely active. 

Warner gives the appearance of 
being in the midst’ of a more con- 
servative market campaign. It has 
progressed to a level above 26 and 
is steady within a moderate range. 
Here the plan seems to gradually 
discount a steadily improving tradt 
situation within the company in- 
stead of violently exploiting a much 
publicized development as was done 
when the bull clique capitalized the 
Vitaphone premiere. 

Paramount looked as though its 
clique had about completed its re- 
alizing on the turn and was putting 
prices down to take back stock un- 
loaded higher up during the spurt 
from 117 to 121. This is in line with 
the tradition of Paramount, the 
clique operating aleng rather rough 
lines. With its realigned capital 
structure completed, Paramount 
ought to be good for higher levels, 
on the basis of its high yield— 
amounting to $10 for the last three 
years and $8 since its listing. 


reo endings March 94° 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


High Low Bales. Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. Che. 
41 38% 1.400 American Seat (4)... 40 39% — % 
173% 163 16,100° Eastman Kodak....... 173% 168 168% 
109 105% First National 1st pref. (8)..... 106 
14,000 Fox Clase A. (4) 8014 79% + % 
20 18 19 18 184 — % 
99 92 1,700 Keith-A.-O. pref. 95 92 *03% —2% 
103 99% 3,300 103 101 101% + 
298 22% 63,300 Madison Square Gerden (1%).... 29% 26% 29 +2: 
254 600 Metro-Gold. Ist pref. (1.89)...... 2% 25% 
814 614 300 Motion Pic. Cap 6% 6% —-% 
121% 111% 41,100 Par.-Fam. Play. 115% 115% — % 
4% 2 18,000 Pathe Exchange...... 2% 35 % 
100 1G ) Universal Pictures Ist pref. (8).. 98% 96% 97 — % 
29% 22 27% 26 26% — 
CURB 
17% 11% rtd... 15% 16 + % 
25 Universal ees 22 22 22 — 
BONDS 
109% 106% - 184,000 Loew 68 109% «108% — 
10175 9914 54,000 We » 101 190% — 


91% 36.000 
ae Warner Brose 


° Ex div. 


(Curd). 


‘Sterns Resume 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

After an idleness of several weeks, 
Stern Brothers resumed production 
of their old standby series, includ- 
ing “Buster Brown,” “Snookums,” 
“Let George Do It” and “Keeping 
up with the Jones.” 

All series are now in production. 


Counselman’s Orig. ‘Kill’ Story 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
In Variety’s review of “Dressed 


’ to Kill” recently Howard Estabrook 


was credited for the story. He 
wrote the scenario, adapted from 
an original story written by Wil- 
liam Counselman, who also super- 
vised the production, 


“The Troupers” Ball 


Los Angeles, March 27, 
Women’s auxiliary of “The Troup- 
ers,” organization of stage people 


who have been in the show business 
for 20 years or more, will hold a 
costume ball March $31, at the Holly- 
wood Masonic Temple. 

Proceeds will go toward the build- 


capacitated actors and actresses. 


Charles Moskowitz Visiting 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
Charles Moskowitz, executive of 
Loew's New York offices, is visit- 
ing the M-G-M studios for two 


weeks on business. 


MARTHA VAUGHN 
The Irish Nightingale 
in Paul Oscard’s “Dancing Feet” 


“The high spot of the entertain- 
ment.”"—BUFFALO “COURIER.” 


Watch Cuban Trade Marks 


Washington, March 27. 


Picture companies, as well as 
others, exporting to Cuba are ad- 
vised by the Depariment of Com- 
merce to watch their trade-marks 
in that country. 

A recent decision of the Cuban 
Patent Office in a case where a 
flour making company filed in 
Cuba after a local company had 
appropriated its standard mark had 
the decision handed down that the 
mark was a common one in that 
connection. This was based on the 
previous home registration, 

Though the Cuban field represents 
little difficulty to the American pic- 
ture producer other nations may 
follow the lead, where copyright 
protection hangs by a thread, and 
thus create further complications in 
the foreign market. 


S. S. MILLARD ARRESTED 


Charged in Chicago With Defraud- 
ing U. 8. Health Film, Inc. 


Los Angeles, March 27. 


S. S. Millard was arrested yester- 
day on a fugitive warrant issued in 
Chicago and wired here. Last 
night he was released on $5,000 bail, 
pending -arrival of extradition 
papers. 

Millard was given a parole about 
a year ago in San Quentin prison. 
His proper name is Elid Stanch. 

The Health Films company al- 
leges it had the distribution rights 
to two “sex” pictures Millard had 
produced, “ie Your Daughter 
Safe?’ ahd “Sex.” The warrant 
states Millard defrauded the Chi- 
cago company by taking its money, 
but failing to deliver the pictures. 

Milard denies the charge, say- 
ing the Chicago people were to have 
paid him $50,000 for “Daughter” 
and $125,000 for “Sex”; that they 
gave him but $15,000 on account of 
one and $10,000 on account of the 
other; that that was “only small 
change” and he claims the Chicago 
people, not himself, broke the con- 
tract. In view of that, Millard 
says, he stopped furnishing prints 
to the Health firm. 

At the time of his arrest here, 
Millard was exhibiting in a local 
theatre a sex picture named “Scar- 
let Youth.” 


From Anne to Anita 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Anne Paige, picture actress and 
known in private life as Mrs. David 
Kirkland, wife of the picture di- 
rector, appealéd to the Motion Pic- 
ture Academy to stop Anita Rivers 
from using the name of Anne Paige 
for picture work. 

The Academy interceded and now 
Anita Rivers has adopted the name 
of Anita Paige. The latter is play- 
ing a parc in “The Dancing Girl” 
for M-G-M, after brought to the 
coast recently as a protege of Harry 
K. Thaw. 


Mrs. St. John Remarrying 


ing of a home for the aged and in- 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Adele Rogers St. John, scenario, 
chatter and short-story writer, will 
marry Dick Hyland, former Stan- 
ford University football player, to- 
morrow (Wednesday) in Santa Bar- 
bara. 

She divorced Ike St. John, news- 
paper man, about a year ago. 


New York “World’s” Editorial 
Doesn’t Favor Talking Pictures 


chief editorialist of that daily: 


anything to say. 
pected. The 


are saying to each other. For 
furnishes the climax of a great 
to the effect by letting you hear 


tain profane testimony, can be 


in the movies. 


of these? 
hell’? 
their covered wagons? 
as he claps a tar in the brig? 


sub-title. 


veloped into an art in itself. It 


but no good when you hear it. 


The following editorial, without request, appeared in the New 
York morning “World” March 23, last. 


Talking Movies 
Here and there one detects a certain undertone of dissatisfaction 
with some of the talking movies that have appeared recently. It 
seems that while the movies do talk, as advertised, they haven’t 
And this, it would seem, might have been ex- 
yerage movie deals with things that have no relation 
to words at all: it is quite unessential to know what the characters 


What they are saying, as a judge once remarked in excluding cer- 


grunts, groans and damns is only to be distracted from the much 
more entertaining business of watching the uppercuts to the jaw. 

Or, to take examples that many would consider more artistic, 
consider some of the celebrated effects that have been achieved 
Consider the panorama of the march to the sea 
in “The Birth of a Nation,” or the caravan of wagons in “The 
Covered Wagon,” or the marching soldiers in “The Big Parade,” 
or the elephant stampede in “Chang,” or the full-rigged ship which 
sails over you in “Old Ironsides. 
Would you like to hear Gen. Sherman say “War is 
Or the charming language of the muleteers as they drive 
Or the jolly boatswain of the Constitution 
Hardly. Language can add nothing 
to these effects, and one hopes that it will never try to. 

The field for the talking movie, one suspects, aside from its 
obvious usefulness in news pictures, is to help do away with the 
But it has a job on its hands there. 
originally regarded as the big defect of the movies, has been de- 


becoming so important it has acquired a tradition of its own. It 
has learned how to evoke what the theatrical profession calls “eye 
laughs”; that is, the kind of humor that is funny when you see it 
If the talking movie could develop 
another kind of sub-title, a sub-title which would be effective when 
spoken and which would furnish a running comment on the story 
that would eliminate the interruptions which obtain at present, 
then it would justify itself very handsomely. 


Walter Lippman is the 


example, take a fist fight. This 
many movies. Yet what is added 
what the belligerents are saying? 


taken for granted. To hear the 


How could words improve any 


For the sub-title, 


is often half the picture. But in 


M-G-M Has Most 
Payroll Directors; 25 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer now hold 
the record for number of directors 
on the pay roll at any one time. 
Their total is 25 actually working 
or preparing to shoot at an early 
date, 

They include Harry Beaumont, 
Clarence Brown, Tod Browning, 
Frank Capra, Jack Conway, James 
Cruze, Alan Dwan, Chester Frank- 
lin, Sidney Franklin, Nick Grinde, 
George Hill, Ross Lederman, Robert 
Z. Leonard, J. P. McCarthy, Fred 
Niblo, William Nigh, Ed Sedgwick, 
Victor Seastrom, Mal St. Clair, Ed- 
die Sutherland, W. S. Van Dyke, 
King Vidor, Chet Whithey and Sam 
Wodd. 


M-G’s Femme “Empire” 
Lead; Lina Basgette? 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

M-G-M cannot seem to decide 
who should play the femme lead in 
“Tide of Empire.” When the pic- 
ture was first started Joan Craw- 
ford was in the part, but rearrange- 
ment and stopping of production 
released her from the assignment. 
Later, the firm figured to use Renee 
Adoree, and is now trying to secure 
Lina Basquette. 

Miss Basquette just finished in 
Cc. B. DeMille’s “Godless Girl’ ana 
is slated to play opposite Richard 
Barthelmess, in “Roulette,” for First 
National immediately. 

M-G may hold up production on 
“Empire” until Miss Basquette fin- 
ishes the latter picture. 


Oscar Price Stops Over 


Oscar Price stopped over in New 
York last week on his way from San 
Francisco to Washington. He'll be 
back in the metropolis for a few 
days this week before going back to 
the coast. 

Price is shaping up his film pro- 
ducing company in Frisco. His first 
star is Richard Talmadge. From re- 
ports there is a demand for Tal- 
madge by a New York producer who 
intends negotiating with Price. 


Sam Saxe’s Road Show 


Cost of producing the 30 Gotham 
pictures, announced for the coming 
season, will run to approximately 
$1,200,000. 

Sam Sax, it is reported, has de- 
cided to produce one picture for 
road show purposes, 


Continental Move 
J. J. Letsch, in genera: charge of 
M-G-M interests in Belgium, Holland 
and Switzerland, has been trans- 
ferred to Barcelona, from which 
point he will supervise Spain and 
Portugal. 


Rowland at $5,000 Indef. 
But Without F. N. Contract 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Richard A. Rowland is going to 
remain as general manager at First 
National at a weekly salary of 
$5,000 indefinitely. . 

Rowland was told, before coming 
to the coast, by Clifford Hawley, 
president of the F. N., that he 
could remain with the company as 
long as he desired to at the five 
grand weekly stipend. At the same 
time Hawley told Rowland that 
they would not give him a contract 
for any stipulated length of time 
he was to remain with the company. 


FOX MEN ON HUNT 


Looking for Tom Mix’s Substitute in 
Vexae-—Teete of Locals on Side 


Dallas, March 27. 

James Ryan, studio casting direc- 
tor; George Schneiderman, chief 
cameraman, and J. R. Marshall, as- 
sistant cameraman, all from Fox’s 
West Coast studios, were visitors at 
Hoblitzelle’s Majestic last week, 
taking shots of patrons in a so- 
called “search for types.” 

The affair was first dubbed as a 
publicity stunt, but it was discov- 
ered that the three gents had ace 
tually attended the big stock show 
and rodeo held in Fort Worth dur- 
ing the month in a search for a 
protege to Tom Mix. While in Dal- 
las they took tests of 12 people. 

They did not disclose whether 
they had found the cowboy they 
were hunting. 


Geo. Belden as ‘Rex King’ 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

George Belden is to be signed by 
Fox to take over the screen name 
of Rex King. He is to be starred 
in a western which another actor 
worked in three days under the 
name of King and was let out, the 
production being called off. 

R. L. Hough, who directed the 
first attempt to find a successor to 
Tom Mix, will direct under the 
supervision of Harold Lipsitz. 


“Crime Square” Title 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Bryan Foy recently made an en- 
tire Vitaphone picture which they 
were going to call “The Roaring 
Forties.” However, the Warner 
Brohers’ selling department figured 
out a better exploitation name for 
the picture, and it will be released 
under the title of “Crime Square.” 

In the cast of this picture are @ 
number of former Broadway legit 
and vaudeville actors, 
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RUSSIAN REVOLT OVER 
EXTRA WORK ON FILM 


2 Russian Calls Outside Regu- 
lar Channel Brought Mob 
and Police to Studio 


ar 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
Two Englishmen make an em- 
pire—two Russians make a revolu- 
tion— 


Paramount, while filming “High 
Treason,” Emil Jannings’ picture, 


directed by .Ernst Lubitsch, found 
it necessary to hire 289 Russian ex- 
tras. The usual procedure is to 
send the call through the Central 
Casting Bureau; but the Russian 
technical adviser on the picture, 
Nicholas Kobliansky, sold Para- 
mount executives the idea that it 
would be better to engage the at- 
mosphere direct. By doing this he 
claimed the company would not be 
obligated to furnish the extras Rus- 
sfan costumes. The idea was okayed 
and Kobliansky went to Boyle 
Heights, where two Russian agents 
reside who act as go-betweens in 
getting Russian players. One is 
John Nasiedkin, groceryman, and 
the other Walter Creger, realty op- 
erator. 

The Paramount man authorized 
Nasiedkin to secure 289 people and 
gave him as many brass checks to 
act as identification. Paramount 
sent two big sightseeing busses to 
Boyle Heights to pick up the 
people. 

Second Crew Calls 

Meantime, Creger took it upon 
himself to employ about 250 more 
people, who also reported to the 
busses for transportation to the stu- 
dios. A grand rush was made for 
the busses and all who could pile 
in did, regardless of warnings to 
the effect that only people who held 
checks would be admitted to the 
studio for work. 

The Russians without checks dis- 
regarded all this and when arriv- 
ing at the studio gates got no fur- 
ther. 

Then the near-revolution started 
and the police arriving to disperse 
the wild mob. 

The next day representative mem- 
bers of the angered Russians ap- 
peared at the Labor Commission to 
tell of their troubles and demand 


pay. 

Chief Deputy Commissioner 
Thomas Barker conducted the 
hearing. He was unable to arrive 


at a ruling on account of confused 
and inconsistent statements made. 
Nearly all of the Russians were 
bearded or wore moustachios, and 
hardly any could talk English. Rep- 
resenting the Paramount studios! 
were Tom Ford of the casting de- 
partment and Kobliansky. Of the 
two Russian agents, only Creger 
was present. 

Barker is withholding his decision 
for further evidencegand more wit- 
nesses. He has summoned Nasied- 
kin, the other agent, to give his ver- 
sion. 


Arty Houses Coping 
Good Bis-Time Stuff 


The Fifth Avenue Playhouse and 
the 55th Street Cinema are install- 
ing radio equipment, to broadcast 
Overtures played by the Roxy, Cap- 
itol and other de luxe movie houses. 
As the big houses’ customarily 
broadcast their performance only 
once a week the art theatres will! 
pick up whatever they can use as 
Part of their program. 

It will be necessary to time the 
rest of their bill in accordance with 
the schedule of the big houses. 

The radio stuff will not interfere 
with the present organ accompani- 
ment. The 65th Avenue group also 
will tune in the Dodge radio hour 
with United Artists stars tomorrow 
evening. 


JANNINGS’ “STAGE DOOR MAN” 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Mal St. Clair has been assigned 
to direct Emil Jannings tn his next 
for Paramount. Story is an original 
by Owen Davis titled, “The Stage 
Door Man.” 

St. Clair is now cutting “The Man 
About Town” for M-G, but returns 
to Par. within a few days to start 
on the Jannings picture. 


CUMMINGS NEXT FOR FOX 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
Irving Cummings will next direct 
for Fox “Part Time Marriage,” with 
Earle Fox and June Collyer. 


Waxman—Advertising 


A. P. Waxman, publicity 
head of Warner Bros., has a 
signed article in the picture 
edition ot the “American 
Hebrew,” in which he describes 
advertising as “a great racket,” 
composed of equal parts of 
“science, art, profession, busi- 
ness, guesswork and bunk.” 

Waxman sees the hand of 
the p. a. in the pomp and cere- 
mony with which King George 
opens Parliament. He suggests 
that this is a big ballyhoo for 
the Windsor family and that 
the King could open Parliament 
by driving up simply in a taxi- 
cab; but this wouldn't be good 
exploitationg 

A bunch of Elks marching to 
their convention hall, Waxman 
“escribes as a “walking adver- 
tiscment.” 

It’s all advertising and pub- 
‘icity, according to A. P. (not 
Associated Press), and the guy 
with the best line -vins. 


Boylan’s Promotion by 
Fox; 5 Year Contract 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Malcolm Stuart Boylan has been 
promoted to supervising editor for 
Fox. He has also been given a new 
contract which calls for him re- 
maining with the company for an- 
other five years. 

Boylan's rise as a title writer is 
one of the most startling in the 
Hollywood colony. Three years ago 
he was a press agent for First Na- 
tional studios. He gave it up for. 
free lance titling. Within six months 
Boylan had established himself suf- 
ficiently to attract the attention of 
the Fox officials, who placed him 
under contract. 


— 


UNIVERSITY’S 2-REELER 


Syracuse U in Tie-up with Local 
Daily and Theatre 


Syracuse, N. Y., March 27. 

Syracuse University will send its 
first photoplay into production with 
the reopening of college, following 
the Easter vacation, it was an- 
nounced on Monday. 

The University’s dramatic depart- 
ment, headed by Prof. Sawyer Falk, 
will make the picture in co-opera- 
tion with the ‘“Herald”-Eckel News, 
a project of the daily “Herald” and 
Schines’ Eckel here. Albert Kauf- 


man will represent the _ theatre. 
James Gordon Fraser, promotion 


manager, the paper. The Herald- 
Iickel News produced a two-reeler, 
based on a safety story, last year. 

The picture will be an adaptation 
of “The Pusher-in-the-Face,” a 
short story by F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
which appeared in ~ recent issue of 
the “Golden Book.” Treecment will 


DEPT. OF JUSTICE 


(Continued from page 5) 


Chicago in accordance with pre- 
existing contracts therefor, and to 
make new contracts to supply, 
transport and deliver motion pic- 
ture films to such motion picture 
theatres during the period of the 
duration of the lockout which last- 
ed from Aug. 29, 1927, to Sept. 5, 
1927." 
Col. William J. Donovan, assist- 
ant to the attorney general, per- 
sonally directed the investigation 
leading to the official move by the 
department with a large staff of 
investigators in Chicago during the 
past six months securing evidence 
to build the government's case. 
Recent hearings on the Brook- 
hart bill before the Senate Com- 
mittee found the greater portion 
of the proceedings hinging on the 
arbitrary control of the various 
Film Boards of Trade. Some of this 
testimony may be used in the Chi- 
cago proceedings though the Chi- 
cago strike phases did not enter 
into it from the Congressional angle. 
Department has thrown a veil of 
extreme caution over its Chicago 
investigation with it being stated 
that the District Attorney of that 
State was not “in” on the move- 
ments of Col. Donovan's men. 
Documents in the case were pre- 
pared here and forwarded to Chi- 
cago for filing by the District At- 
torney in the District Court of the 
U. S. for the Eastern Division of 
the Northern District of Illinois. 


Chicago, March 27. 

A bill of information charging 
producers and 14 local distributors 
with violation of the Sherman anti- 
trust act was filed here Saturday 
by Col. W. Donovan, head of the 
criminal division of the U. S. At- 
torn-y General's office in Washing- 
ton. 

This action has been expected for 
some time, as District Attorney 
George E. Q. Johnson, stationed in 
Chicago, had admitted investigation 
was being made but declined to re- 
veal its progress. : 

The investigation was a result of 
the picture operators Jockout here 
last year, when theatres remain- 
ing open were alleged to have been 
refused films by the local exchanges. 
Donovan charges the Chicago Mo- 
tion Pictures Exhibitors’ Associa- 
tion made an agreement with the 
distributors whereby no films would 
be transported or, placed in local 
circulation during the lockout, from 
Aug. 29 to Sept. 6. 

Producers named in the bill are 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, Paramount, 
First National, Universal Film Ex- 
changes, United Artists, Fox, Pathe, 
FBO, Vitagraph, Columbia and Re- 
nown Pictures. 


DeMille 3 Days Ahead, 
$25,000 Under Budget 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
Cc. B. DeMille completed shooting 
“The Godless Girl’ last week and 
was 8 days ahead of schedule. He 
also brought the picture in for $25,- 


be essentially collegiate. Cast and 
technical staff will be recruited 
from the Syracuse undergraduate | 
body. 


600 lass than the original budget 
estimate. 


1ST NAT'L STATEMENT | 


First National income account and 
balance sheet for 1927 shows profits 


available for the common stock of 
$899,784, compared to $762,220 in 
1926 and $1,705,519 in 1925. In this 


calculation no provision is made for 
the participating feature of the 8 
percent first preferred, nor for ac- 
cumulated dividends on the second 
preferred Class B shares. Gross 
business is put at $24,155,863 and 


cost of operations $23,074,214. No 
figures for these items in previous 
years are available, the issue being 
of comparatively recent Stock Ex- 
change listing. The 1927 per com- 
mon share rate is $11.94, compared 
to $12.19 in previous year. 

balance sheet reflects 
increased investment in foreign sub- 
sidiaries and a high rate of produc- 
tion in progress (as of Dec. 31 last). 
No par common stock appears on 
the statement at $2,065,595, com- 
pared with $1,281,377 in 1926. 


ASSETS 

Dec. 81, 1927 Jan. 1, 1927 Jan. 1, 1926 

®Land, buildings, equipment, etc..........---. $2,132,969 $2,011,130 $689,715 
Investment other 1,253,415 1,296,282 1,213,778 
Wire ineurance 7,815 216,738 226,571 
Investinents in foreign 1,067,574 526,078 72.214 
540048 6,336,874 6,108,712 3,231,740 
Production in progress, etc..... 2,515,458 1,246,798 2,122,608 
Advanced to 2,713,415 2,739,439 4,906, 263 
Accounts, etc., 741,678 718,064 665,42: 
rere 949.510 1,079,341 1,087,394 
Deferred charges...... 395,321 351,925 209,088 
$18,415,168 $16, 294, 608 $15,081, 800 

LIABILITIES 

1st preferred stock..... PTET 2,350,000 $2,425,000 2,500,000 
7% 2d preferred 1,246,581 1,390,273 1,568,875 
Common $2,065,595 1,281,377 1,281,377 
ist mortgaze bonds.....«. 100,04) 
Purchase money notes... eee 108, (HK) 760,000 760,000 
Notes beens 2,460, 000 1,380,000 1,750,000 
Mortgage bonds due in one year.......6. 865,000 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities...... 683, 983 592,727 630,471 
Federal and State 220,099 189,184 300,000 
Due stockholders. 98,400 : 
Advance payments receivable...... 905,922 601,742 
Other current liabilities.......... j. jé : 
Received frum foreign companies. 861,512 280,085 451,077 


* After depreciation. 
ferred stock. 


¢Represented by 9.506 shares Ciasa A and 2,969 Ciass B pre- 
tRepresented by 73,627 no par shares. 


BURBANK REACHES TOP 


FIGURE WITH 10 UNITS WORKING 


Henry Lehrman; an untitled Sammy 


March 27: 
Weekly survey of studio activity 
the 
working as last week, with 47 fea- 
tures, 138 short subjects and four 
Vitaphone units hard at it. Two 
Studios reopened, While another 
went dark for a five-week annual 
vacation, Inactive plants are now 
down to six. 

Kirst National's 
heads the list with 


Los Angeles, 


shows same number of units 


Burbank site 


10 features in 


work, a record at this plant for 
activity at any one time since it 
was built. These pictures” are 
“tieart to Heart,” directed by 
William A. Seiter; “Roulette,” by 
Alfred Santell; “Night Birds,” by 
B. Christiensen; “Yellow Lily,” by 
Alexander Korda; ‘The Whip,” by 


Charles Brabin; ‘Bos Little Ar- 
cady,"” by Eddie Clir Butter and 
Keg Man,” by Richard Wallace: 
“Divine Lady,” by Frank Lioyd: 
“Volunteer,” by Arthur Ripley, and 


Cohen picture, by Ben Stoloff; an 
untitled aviation picture, by How- 
ard Hawks, and the two short 


comedies, 
Met Studio’s Five 

Metropolitan, a leasing plant, hag 
five independent features going, 
with “Hell's Angels,” directed by 
Hioward Hughes for U. A.; “The 
Racket,” by Lewis Milestone for 
Paramounty “Free Lips,” by Fred 
Windermere for First Division; 
“Little Bit of Heaven,” by Burton 
King for Excellent, and “The 
Branded Man," by Scott Pembroke 
for Rayart. 

United Artists has “The Woman 
Disputed,” directed by Henry King, 
and “Battle of the Sexes," by D. W. 
Griffith. Warner Brothers has an 
untitled comedy-dram directed by 
Roy Del Ruth; “State Street Sadie,” 
by Archie Mayo, and the usual 
quota of four Vitaphone units. Uni- 
versal is still idle on its own pro- 


ductions, but is 1 asing space to 


Weekly Studio Work Percentages 


past six weeks. 
at the 24 studios on the coast, det 
working conditions during 1927: 


This table shows a summary of weekly studio activity for the 
Percentage of production is based on 106 units 


Los Angeles, March 27. 


ermined by an average of normal 


Total Percentage 
Features Short Units Studios of 

Week Ending In Work Subjects Working Dark Production 
56 6 52 
POO. 89 9 48 12 45 
March 40 14 54 9 61 
14. 16 65 . -61 
March 49 15 64 .60 
March 47 17 64 6 

“Code of the Scarlet,” by J. E.{Gotham, which is now making “Hell 


Brown. 

Paramount has eight features in 
production, including “Fifty-Fifty 
Girl,” directed by Clarence Badger; 
“The Dragnet,” by Josef von Stern- 


berg; Beery-Hatton picture, by 
Richard F. Jones; “Knocking 'Em 


Over,” by Fred Newmeyer; “The 
Magnificent Flirt," by H. D’Arrast; 
Esther Ralston picture, by Gregory 
La Cava: “Vanishing Pioneer,” by 
John Waters, and an untitled Fay 
Wray and Gary Cooper picture 
directed by Royland V. Lee. 


M.-G.-M. has seven features. “The 


Deadline,” by Ross Lederman; 
“Dancing Daughters,” by Harry 
Beaumont; “Diamond Handcuffs,” 
by J. P. McCarthy; an_ untitled 


Marion Davies film, by King Vidor: 
“War in the Dark,” by Fred Niblo; 
“Baby Cyclone,” by Ed Sutherland, 
and “Under Southern Skies,” now 
being directed by W. S. Van Dyke 
in Tahiti. 

Fox now has five features and 
two comedy unit under way. They 


are “Four Devils,” directed by F. 
W. Murnau; “Don't Marry,’ by 
James Tinling; “Mr. Romeo,” by 


Ship Bronson,” 
directing. 
Tiffany-Stahl hag “Ladies of the 
Night Club,” directed by George 
Archinbaud, and “Stormy Waters,” 
by Edgar Lewis, and F. B. O. has 


Joseph Henabery 


but one company, “The Perfect 
Crime,” being directed by Bert 
Glennon. Tec-Art has three short 
subjects in work, one a Cliff 
Broughton comedy, a Coloreraft 
picture and a John Carr novelty 
reel. 


Poverty Row takes on an air of 
bustling activity aftér remaining 
idle for several weeks. Stern 
Brothers have three short comedy 
units going; Columbia has “Modern 
Mothers,” directed by Phil Rosen; 
Chadwick, “Life’s Mockery,” with T, 
Hill directing; California, “Mid- 
night,” by Duke Worne, for Rayart, 
and the U. M. Dailey studios with 
two short comedy units. Jean No- 
velle studio is housing the three 
Larry Darmour units making shorts 
for F. B. O, 

Studios dark are Roach, 
tional, Christie, Sennett, 
and Mission. 


Fduca- 
Cal-Art 


MACLEAN AS PAR RELEASE 


o7 


mie 


Los Angeles, March 
Christies Film Company 
Douglas MacLean for two fexrtures 


has 


to be released through Paramount 
on next year's program. MacLean 
made four pictures for Par in the 
past two years as an independent 
but could not obtain a renewal as 
Paramount's production executives 
felt outside producers were unneces- 
sary. 

The Christies held a contract 
calling for them to produce one pic- 
ture a year for Paramount release, 
with “Tillie’s Punctured Romance” 
for this year. Recently arrange- 
ments were made for the Christies 
to produce two features for next 
year etarring MaoLean, with pro- 
duction costs figured to run about 
$150,000 each, instead of the one 
special that would reach double that 
amount. 

Maclean is said to be getting 
$15,000 per picture from Christies, 
and a percentage of the net profit, 
if any. 


More Underworlds 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

With film producers combing 
every phase of the underworld for 
suitable story material to put into 
pictures, Paramount is figuring on 
making at least two such films for 
next year. 

One will be of Chinatown, titled 
“The Tong War,” starring Wallace 
Beery. 


Cinephone May Replace 
Studio’s Wheezing Music 


Clarence Brown, M-G-M director, 
has made it possible to abandon the 
wheezing of a studio orchestra by 
bringing to the M-G-M studio the 
Cinephone. It has been in use for 
some time in England and was in- 
vented for smaller theatres, to re- 
place the organ. 

The machine consists of two turn- 
tables for records with cases above 


for holding the records. The ap- 
paratus is attached to a _ loud- 
speaker. Brown will use the ma- 


chine in his next picture, with two 
loud-speakers on his sets and ap- 
propriately chosen inspirattonal 
music. 


“Richest Girl” as Picture 
Los Angeles, March 27. 

John McCormick has purchased 
screen rights to “The Richest Girt 
on Earth,” comedy drama by John 
Emmett. 

It will be used for Colleen Moore, 
following her present picture, 
“Heart to Heart,” and wil! be re- 
leased through First National, 


“Plastered in [ -is” Copyrighted 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
Fox can not use the title of 
“Plastered in Paris” for its Cohen- 
Pennick comedy feature as the title 
has been copyrighted. 
Fox is afier a new name, 
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tanding Room! 
oon! Monday! 


HELD OVER 


JOLSON 
‘The Singer” 


MAY McAVOY 


The Roxy can seat 6,500 persons a performance, 32,500 persons 
a day, 227,500 persons a week. And still the world’s largest 
theatre can’t hold the crowds that clamor for the world’s great- 
est entertainer in the world’s createst picture. The answer— 
held over for a second week. 


Holds the Record for More Broken Records 
Than Any Other Production Ever Made 
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Talk 
Warner 


Dolores Costello 


Conrad Nagel 


Playing to capacity audiences twice daily at $2 prices in the 
Warner Theatre on Broadway. Now available! 


it Live wire showmen and their audiences are in for anew thrill 
when they see and hear Dolores Costello and Conrad Nagel 
talking on the Vitaphone. 


The New York Papers said: 


We earnestly recommend a visit to the playhouse where Dolores Costello is appear- 
ing in “Tenderloin.”—Herald Tribune. 


we 


Warner Bros. have every reason to be proud of this —World. 


Replete with thrills, action and suspense.—A merican. 


% 


Underworld atmosphere of the most convincing sort.—Daily News. 
Good melodrama. Speedy pace. A thriller.—Telegraph. 


a “Tenderloin” is a picture which should not be missed.—Méirror. | 


Talking Pictures 
Talk Profits 


WARNER BROS. PRODUCTION 
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New York 
One Talking Pictures 


Costello 


Lion 
the Mouse’ 


May and 


Glorious 
Lionel Barrymore. ‘Betsy ‘with 


and destined to surpass on the screen its 
world wide reputation as a sure-fire attrac- 
tion. | 

Lionel Barrymore and May McAvoy 
talking on the Vitaphone have all the value 
of personal appearances—at every per- 
formance. 


The crowning achievement of Dolores 
Costello, “the belle of the box-office.” 
Directed by Alan Crosland who has given 
the industry such memorable ‘successes as 
“The Jazz Singer,” “Old San Francisco,” 
“Don Juan,” and “When A Man Loves.” 


Talking Pictures 
Talk Profits 


A WARNER BROS. PRODUCTION 


Talking Pictures 
Talk Profits 


A WARNER BROS. PRODUCTION 


Jolson 
The Jazz Singer’ 


Holds the record for more broken records than any other proaisiion ever made. Now 
running day and date in 235 theatres. _ 
Talking Pictures Talk Profits 


A WARNER BROS. PRODUCTION 
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FBO BEFORE FED 


Wednesday, March 28, 1928 


CONFIDENTIAL HEARINGS BOARD 


Block Booking Hearings Likely On—United Artists 
May Be Relieved of Appearance Before Board— 
Fox, Universal and Educational Expected There 
—Par’s Atty.’s Absence Secures Cease and Desist 
Enforcement Postponement Until April 15 


Washington, March 27. 

Enforcement of the cease and 
desist order against Paramount on 
block booking, the Brookhart legis- 
lative move to stop this method of 
selling, and the general situation 
incident to the government’s delve 
into the business methods of the 
picture makers is further compli- 
cated. 

Meanwhile Warner Bros. and FBO 
have been before the board of re- 
view of the commission for a hear- 
ing. What may have been said or 
promised by representatives of 
these two producers closely 
guarded, as that board is set down 
as a confidential one, with its ob- 
ject to avoid official complaints and 
open hearings if possible. 

First National is next on the list 
to appear, with the schedule seem- 


“ . , I take this means of 
thanking the executives of the 
Publix Circuit for being re-en- 
gaged to appear for a _ second 
tour.” 


RICHARD 


(LIMBERLEGS ) 


NOW WITH 


“Dancing Feet” 


Week March 19, Chicago Theatre, 
Chicago, Hi, 


Week March 26, Uptown Theatre, 
Chicago, Ill, 


With Publix Circuit to Follow 


Direction WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


ingly indicating that all will have 
had the preliminary hearing prior 
to the final date set by the com- 
mission for Mr. Swaine to file some- 
thing. 

United Artists has been included 
in this latest wholesale move on the 
part of the government, with the 
commission said .to be now con- 
sidering the omission of this pro- 
ducing company. Competing com- 
panies that have already appeared 
are known to have advised the 
board of review that U. A. does not 
block book as do the others. How- 
ever, the fact that U. A. joined with 
Par., M-G-M, F. N., Fox, Universal, 
FBO, Educational and Warners in 
signing the petition requesting the 
commission to temporarily accept 
the trade practice resolutions to 
see how they worked out, is now 
making it difficult, it is understood, 
for U. A. to convince that it should 
not be a party to the further whole- 
sale action. 

Bromley as Salesman 

Bruce Bromley, of the Paramount 
counsel, sold the idea to the Federal 
Trade Commission to hold off go- 
ing into the courts to enforce its 
order until Robert T. Swaine, 
actively directing the case for the 
picture company, returned from 
Africa, where he has been vaca- 
tioning. 

As Mr. Swaine is due back on 
April 10, the commission granted 
an “armistice” until April 15. 

Bromiey assured the commission 
of nothing. In an affidavit filed, he 
informs the business controlling 
body that he believes Mr. Swaine 
would like to try again with an- 
other report of compliance. He did 
not speak officially to assure the 
commission any ‘“‘compliance” would 
be forthcoming, but the government, 
anxious, too, to save any further 
costs, has taken a chance Mr. 
Swaine wij] have something to offer 
when he gets back. 

Officially the commission does not 
express this hope—it merely states 
that it is customary to grant addi- 
tional time when counsel is absent. 

Indications are that the commis- 
sion will not equivocate, and to 


avoid the court action Paramount 
will have to definitely state block 


RECORD FOR NEW FILMS 


With only two new pictures 
coming into the Broadway de- 
luxe houses Saturday for this 
week it amounts to something 
of a record. 

All other Main Street the- 
atres are holding over or play- 
ing pictures previously shown 
at $2. 

Capitol and Paramount are 
the only sites to change films 
this week, with the Colony re- 
verting to a twice daily policy 
on Wednesday. 


INDIFFERENCE 


Film Organizations Not| 


Aware of It 


Utter indifference is maintained 
by local producing and independent 


exhibiting circles in Greater New 
York over the Dick Bill, one of the 
last to be signed by Governor Smith, 
which, according to advises from 
Albany, vests in James W. Wingate, 
head of the motion picture censor- 
ship division of the Department of 
Education, “the power to revoke 
film licenses.” 

Virtually, Variety had to “break” 
the news to the Hays organization, 
the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America and the Theatre 
Owners Chamber o° Commerce, all 
of which are known to have tip-offs 
around the State capitol. 

“We did not consider it of suffi- 
cient importance to pay any aiten- 
tion to it,” an assistant to Hays 
said of the measure. Stating that 
he believed it was the intent of the 
bill to give the Department of Edu- 
cation a larger interest in film ac- 
tivities but particularly as they per- 
tain te the theatre and not to the 
producer, this man observed: 
“Therefore, if the bill is of interest 
to anyone it is of interest to the 
local exhibitor.” 

Also in the dark on the bill, but 
inclined to regard it lightly, was 
R. F. Woodhull, president of the 
national exhibitor body. “This is a 


Sales heads of film producing 
companies are practically unani- 
mous in selecting May as their con- 
vention month. Although all of the 
companies are not yet set on the 
convention city, another change in 
yearly get-together more apparent 
in 1928 than in any other year is 
the tendency .of each company to 
spread its sales conferences in three 
distinet parts of the country, rather 
than in one place. 

Beginning early in May, Para- 
mount is devoting four days each 
in Washington, Detroit and San 
Francisco. 

First National meets in Atlantic 
City April 27-29, from there to Kan- 
sas City May 1-3, with the wind-up 
in Frisco May 7-9. 

William Fox’s entire sales army 
will collect under the roof of the 
Park Central, Manhattan, May 26 
and receive final instructions May 
31.. 

Although Felix Feist’s plans are 
not yet completed M-G-M salesmen 
will gather in three units, one so 
far set for San Francisco, for the 
first two weeks in May. 

Pathe’s present line-up, although 


Hines Dissatisfied; 
May Break with F. N. 


Charlie Burr announced in New 
York before returning to the coast 
today (Wednesday), a split between 
his star, Johnny Hines, and First 
National. 

The break, according to Burr, is 
due to F. N. refusing to raise the 
production ante on Hines’ costs 
over $100,000. Burr figures $150,000 
per production outlay, claiming 
that the company has kept this 
amount during the past three years 
to $115,000. 

“On our last two pictures We | 
have been forced to dig into our | 
own profits for $25,000,” Burr said. | 

Revealing that his company 
Burr-Hines Enterprises, has cleaned 
up about $300,000 on its First Na- 
tional contract, Burr said that the 
star realized more than this by 
close to $100,000 when he was his 
own boss and state righting his 
stuff. 

Burr would not say whether he 
was going to tie up with FBO. He 
eonceded that if First National 
raised the ante and agreed to “really 
push Hines,” 
be signed. 


40 Roach Comedies; 
“Gang”’ Cut to 6 Kids 


Los Angeles, March 27, 


Phil Reisman is in Kansas City az 
present, signifies one pow-wow 
starting on about May 10 in Chi- 
cago. 

Early in May, Tiffany-Stahl wild 
start the first of four regionals in 
New York City, Cleveland, St. 
Louis and Los Angeles are the other 
spots. 


F. B. O. will hold three regionals 
starting in the east, hitting the mid- 
dle-west and probably winding up 
in Frisco. May 1 is the date they 
get under way. 


Universal, Warners and Educay 
tional are keeping the lid tightly 
clamped on their dates. Lou Metz- 
ger says there will be “nothing do- 
ing” until April 17 for U's dates and 
places;, it is conceded that there 
will be three regionals, He figures 
that too early an announcement on 
the “salesmen’s frolic’ lowers pres- 
ent morale and reduces contracts, 


Columbia will probably sound roll 
call in Chicago early in May, al- 
though positive word is lacking un- 
til Cecil Maberry returns to Mane- 
hattan within the next two weeks, 

United Artists is sticking to its 
old policy, holding district sessions 
and assemblys of branch managers 
when “occasion demands.” 


a new contract will | 


FREDDIE MARTIN 


“The Goofy Gob” 
SAILING 
This Week with 
PAUL ASH 
ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
Week April 1, Norshore, Chicago, HU). 
Personal Rep.: MAX TURNER 


Where 


WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


World Premiere Soon at 


—= See | booking ia out. matter of more interest to the T. O Warren Doane, general manager |} ¢he Roxy, New York, 
Incidentally, the fact that a peti-|C, C. than to any other exhibitor | for the Hal Roach company, re- f th 
‘ ile actica}ly | turned from the east where he con- | of the 
It was a Record-Breaker at the tion was filed to try and get the|body. While I know practically i : ‘aie 
Bex Ofles t.40t Wisk for trade practice conference “results” |nothing about it I cannot see how | ferred with the M-G-M sales — 
| through, even if on a temporary |it would be feasible for the license | OM Next season’s program. It was 
|basis, is one move that has not|bureau to be able to grant the|a@sreed that Roach produce 40 short 


comedy subjects, ineluding 10 “Our 
Gang,’ 10 Charles Chase, 10 Laurel 
c,'and Hardy and 10 Max Davidson 
two-reelers. 

The studio. closes this week for a 
five-week annual vacation, to re- 
sume April 30. 

Only changes to be made in per- 


license and for an outside party to 
be empowered to revoke it.” 

In the absence of the T. O. C. 
chairman, J. Louis Geller, a vice 
president, stated that the organiza- 
tion was in total ignorance of the 
measure and that it could carry 
little weight otherwise it would have 


heretofore come to light. 


| Pathe Films Preparing 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
With only one company at the 
Pathe-DeMille studios, the scenario 


} Gepartinen is propaeee me a, been brought to their attention at|Sonnel of contract players will be 
| for production: the time of its inception. While | the “Gang,” in which Jackie Condon 
rity, play by Willard Keefe, and Jay Smith will be eliminated. | 


stating that he would present it at 
the meeting occurring after Variety’s 
press time, Geller declared that he 
believed the new law’s potency is 


adapted by Elliott Clawson; “Pow- 
er,” an original by F. McGrew 
Willis, adapted by the same writer; 


This will reduce the group to seven 
regular players, Joe Cobb, Farina, 
Mary Ann Jackson, Harry Spear, | 


“Mi rth f N ti 93 Mk Cobhb’s D 1ughte T, be ing all that of revoking licenses only after Jean Dar ling, Wheezer, and Pete, Production 
4 . ] 0 a a 10n pared by Beulah Marie Dix; euhibiters have neglected repeat dog 
Craig’s Wife,” by Clara Beranger; edly to run the New York State The departure of Jackie Condon 


“Ball and Chain,’ by George 


Fanchon and Marco “Ideas” at 
Draumgold, and “The Golden Danc- 
er,” by Sonya Levien. 


aa Warfield, San Francisco No starting date for any of these 
productions has been announced. PUBLIX UNIT SHIFTS 


terminates seven years of service 
with the Gang, having appeared in 
every one since its inception. Jay 
Smith finishes his third year with 
the troupe. 


“HONOR BOUND” 


A Fox Release 


Board of Review tag which accom- 
panies all pictures it passes upon. 


OLLIE THOMAS 


AN IDEAL ACT FOR 


VAUDEVILLE OR PICTURES 
NOW PLAYING WITH 


Partington Advanced—Cowan Also 
Moves Up—Burnside Signed 


“Acclaimed by Press and 
standing Master 


Public as Chicago’s Out- 
of Ceremonies” 


Jack Partington’s elevation to the 
supervision of the Publix produc- 
tion department relieves James A. 
Cowan of the staging details to de- 
vote himself chiefly to the bookings | 
and business end. | 

The report of Cowan moving ' 
further up to assume part of Sam | 
Dembow’s duties is erroneous. 

R. H. Burnside has been signed as | 


> is irs | 

| ‘ ] After Nine Consecutive Months at Frolics Cafe, Chicago show opening month from Satur | THE ROXY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

ES New York, fora three weeks’ stay. 


Gertrude Olmstead’s Lead 

Gertrude Olmstead will have the | 

lead role in Tiffany-Siahi’s “Beau- | 
}tiful But Dumb.” 
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United Artists -~ Los Angeles 


SADIE 


Turned away all week 
with steady grind. More 
than doubling business 


previous 


\ 


Ml 


based on the story by 


W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM 
Directed 


RAOUL WALSH 


SOLD SM DIVIDUALLY. On 


arte 
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“LEGION THE CONDEMNED” 


Business is great! First week long run Rialto, N. Y.—second highest gross 
of year, topped only by Emil Jannings in “Last Command.” Held over in Minneapolis; one 
of biggest weeks since opening, Ambassador, St. Louis; S.R.O. St. Paul—everywhere! 


CLARA BOW in “RED HAIR” 


Business is great! _S. R.O. first two days, Paramount, N. Y. Biggest gross 


JANNINGS “THE LAST COMMAND” 


| | Business is great! First week at long run Rialto, N. Y., breaks house record. 
i Bialit weeks tremendous business. Bigger than “ae of All Flesh” itself a topnotcher. 


Business is great! “OLD IRONSIDES,” “TILLIE’S PUNCTURED ROMANCE,” “GENTLEMEN 
PREFER BLONDES,” “BEAU SABREUR,” BEERY and HATTON in “Partners in Crime,” 
RICHARD DIX in “Sporting Goods,” BEBE DANIELS in “Feel My Pulse,” GEORGE BANCROFT 
in “The Showdown,” ESTHER RALSTON in “Something Always Happens.” Business is great! 


Coming April 7th 


HAROLD LLOYD 
n “SPEEDY” Produced by Harold Lloyd 


‘Corp. A Paramount Release 
business will be great! 


playing 


| | 
| 18 
} 
| 
| 3 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
f] in months, Capitol, St. Paul. Sensational business Minneapolis, Des Moines — everywhere. 
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PICTURES 


BUYING COMBINES SAVING 


DISTRIBS OPERATION COSTS 


Sapiro’s Organization Receiving Many Inquiries— 
Welding of Indie Exhibs Nationally in Buying 
Combinations May Occur Within 2 Years 


Inquiries regarding the Sapiro 
erganization and formation of sim- 
flar combines, are pouring into the 
Theatre Owners’ Chamber of Com- 
merce from every part of the coun- 
try, with the mail from the New 
England states especially heavy. 

Within two months after the local 
Association of Motion Picture Ex- 
hibitors is functioning it is expected 
that similar organization work will 
be started in out of town centers, 
each association to function sep- 
arately and directed from _ state 
headquarters. 

According to the construction of 
policies of operation of the Associa- 
tion, it seems that Sapiro’s idea is 
to put his plan into operation na- 
tionally, though how soon he will 
be at liberty to investigates plans 
proposed by exhibitors in other 
districts is indefinite. 

There seems to be little doubt 
that the successful, or partially 
successful, operation of a buying 
eombination in New York will re- 
sult in the welding of independent 
exhibitors nationally within two 
years. The general request from 
out of town independents in New 
York to get first hand information 
on the Sapiro organization is a 
move towards similar consolidation. 

One of the results of the buying 
eombination probably will be the al- 
most total elimination of sales 
staffs of distributing organizations 
and the general decrease in dis- 
tribution costs. 

Locally, members of the Motion 
Picture Exhibitors’ Association do 
mot expect to get product the first 
year at any considerably lower 
rentals resulting from the saving in 
distribution costs, being more inter- 


Df 
Mager 


AaMBasSADOR 


ST. LOUIS. Ma... 


JOE SINAI 


The Little Drummer Boy 
and His Band 


CALIFORNIA SAN JOSE 
West Coast Theatres 


ested in priority of run and avail- 
ability of product for the present. 
Sapiro Prepared 

Lower film rentals will result 
later if buying combinations per- 
sist and independent exhibitors can 
be prevailed upon to work together. 

At a meeting of members of the 
Association recently Sapiro said 
that he expected attempts by the 
producers to break up the organiza- 
tion, but that he was prepared to 
meet such attempts as he had met 
others in the past. Anyone trying 
to incite the breaking of a con- 
tract, and having knowledge of 


such contract is subject to injunc-, 


tion followed by charges of con- 
spiracy, he said. 
Uniform Program 

A uniform theatre program with 
a weekly circulation of around 
5,000,000 has been proposed for use 
by the Association of Motion Pic- 
ture Exhibitors as a national ad- 
vertising medium, 

The theatres in the Sapiro or- 
ganization estimate a weekly at- 
tendance of over 6,000,000. It is 
planned to mail 10 percent of the 
programs, 600,000 weekly, direct to 
the homes of theatregoers. 

This combined circulation, to be 
offered to national advertisers, will 
reach a greater field than any or 
all of the chain theatre programs in 
New York combined. 


Caretaker Demanded $190, 
Forgot He Owed $1,550 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

S. G. Pontz, caretaker of a ranch 
belonging to the Cecil B. DeMille 
Productions, found that a debt can 
work both ways sometimes. 

Pontz filed a claim with the labor 
commission for $190 due him in 
wages. Evidence showed the De 
Mille corporation had loaned Pontz 
$1,500 to embark in a business on 
the side while still in its employ. 
The venture turned out a failure 
and Pontz never repaid the loan. 

DeMille’s representative declared 
therefore Pontz’s wage claim offset 
itself. 

The labor bureau took the same 
stand in the matter and dismissed 
the case. 


Warners Start Two 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Warners have started production 
of two untitled features under di- 
rection of Roy Del Ruth and Archie 
Mayo. 

Conrad Nagel, Myrna Loy, Wil- 
liam Russell, Pat Hartigan and 
Georgie Stone are in the Mayo pic- 
ture; Audrey Ferris, William Col- 
lier, Jr., Andre Beranger, Margaret 
Livingston and Dave Morris appear 
in the picture under direction of 
Del Ruth. 


Schomer’s “Warrior” for Fox 
Los Angeles, March 27. 

Abraham Schomer, author of 
“Today” and “The Yellow Pass- 
port,” is on thc coast writing a 
scenario entitled “The Warrior.” 

The author is basing it upon a 
thesis he submitted to the Carnegie 
Endowment two years ago entitled 
“The Primary Cause of War.” 

It is understood that Fox will 
make the production. 


“Dancing Daughters” Now 
“Dancing Daughters” is the new 
and final title of M-G-M’s picture 
made as “The Dancing Girl.” 
Dorothy Sebastian, Anita Page 
and Joan Crawford are in it. 


PATTI 


MOORE LEWIS 


Featured with BORIS PETROFF'S “LEAP YEAR FANCIES” 
TOURING PUBLIX CIRCUIT OF THEATRES 
Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


SAMMY 


TREEN and BARNETT 


THE UNSOPHISTICATED CO-EDS OF SONG AND DANCE 


FEATCRED BY FANCHON AND MARCO 


“COSSACKS” DELAYED 


Rainy Weather Prevented, So Clar- 
ence Brown Finishing M-G-M Film 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Clarence Brown is now at work 
making the final scenes for “Cos- 
sacks,” M-G-M production in which 
John Gilbert is starred. 

Due to the rainy weather early 
this year, George Hill, directing the 
picture, had skipped about a dozen 
exterior scenes. He was called to 
go to Morocco to work on another 
story for the company, with Brown 
subbing. 


M. P. Club’s First 
Shindig Drew 300 


The Motion Picture Club hurled 
its first shindig at the Level Club, 
New York, Thursday night. About 
300 stagers, with no staggerers, and 
Bruce Gallup, financial sec., voted 
the profitable beeksteak undertak- 
ing in aid of their new clubrooms. 

Al Lichtman, president of the 
M. P. Club, which includes in its 
membership every branch of the 
business end of the film industry, 
from executives to publicity men, 
announced 1,200 square feet of floor 
space in the Bond building (1560 
Broadway) for clubrooms, gym, 
handball courts and card rooms. 
For the latter, the poker hounds, 
who do their road work around 
card tables, wildly applauded. 

N. T. G. brought over a show for 
the occasion. 


Fox’s 26 Shorts May 
Be Made in 26 Weeks 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

The Fox production of short sub- 
jects for '28-'29 will consist of 26 
pictures, 

It is expected these will be turned 
out within six months, with the 
supervisors, directors and writers 
spending the other half of the year 
on the dramatic part of the lot. 


bed 
Kennedy at Springs 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
Joseph Kennedy of FBO and out 
here in the interests mainly of 
Pathe, hasn’t felt any too well 
since arriving. He has spent most 
of the time at Palm Springs. 
Kennedy's indisposition is said to 
have interfered somewhat with his 
movements in the picture line. He 
has held one conference with Cecil 
DeMille and has another carded 
with him for later in the week. 
Nothing is divulged as to the in- 
side of the conferences. 


Meehan Leaves FBO 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

After five years with FBO's pro- 
duction department, J. Leo Meehan 
has left that organization. 

During that time he turned out 
all of Gene Stratton Porter’s stories 
for the screen, said to have been 
the biggest FBO money makers. 

Meehan still has about 100 of 
Mrs. Porter’s stories on hand adapt- 
able for screen material. He will 
probably make two of these pictures 
a year with the possibility of Uni- 
versal releasing them. 


About U’S Pub Staff 


Due to the inclusion of Harry 
Reichenbach on the Universal p. a. 
staff as a special publicist, some con- 
fusion resulted. 

Its line-up has not been otherwise 
altered. Paul Gulick is in charge of 
U's general publicity, and Nat Roth- 
stein is in charge of advertising, as 
before. 

Reichenbach will devote his ener- 
gies for U. to its specials or supers. 


INCE’S “CIRCUS JINX” 
Los Angeles, March 27, 

Wm. Francis Dugan, Broadway 
playwright, came to the coast re- 
cently to write originals for FBO. 
In between assignments Dugan was | 
given an opportunity to play a role | 
in Ralph Ince’s “Notices.” | 

He is now writing a circus story | 
for the same director to be called | 
“The Circus Jinx.” 


BACHELLOR’S DOZEN | 
Los Angeles, March 27. | 

George R. Bachelior, president of 
Chesterfield productiona, has | 
changed his plan of producing six | 
eatures and four dog pictures. He | 
will do a straight series of 12 com- | 
edy-drama featurea. 

Bachellor has finished the first . 
film and returns to New York, leav- 
ing Lon Young here to produce the 
balance of the sertes, 


Creative 


P. A.s Not 
Says Academy’s Sec’y 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Frank J. Woods, secretary of the 
Academy, addressed the Wampas at! 
one of their meetings and threw the 
boys into a turmoil. He told them 
that as they were not a branch of 
any of the creative arts of the in- 
dustry, the Academy could not in- 
clude them. 

Woods said that the Wampas 


were doing very good work in giv- | 


ing a frolic each year and appropri- 
ating 40 per cent of the 
to the Motion Picture Relief Fund, 
which is sponsored by the Motion 
Picture producers. He hoped that 
the boys would continue this work, 


and if the Academy continued to 
get good reports on the Wampas, 
possibly some of their work then 


might be creative and the Academy 
would admit them into one of its 
numerous branches. 


LASKY EAST 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Jesse L. Lansky is en route to 
New York, where he will attend the 
various Paramount sales conven- 
tions. 

He will return to the studio here 
after attending the final conven- 
tion, to be nelu early in May at 
San Francisco. 


Valentino’s Brother 


Wants Accounting 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Contest over the division of the 
late Rudolph Valentino's’ estate 
looms, with Alberto Guglielmi, 
brother of the deceased film star, 
filing objections in Superior Court 
to the first annual accounting made 
by George Ullman, executor. 

Guglielmi raised objections’ to 
about 65 items listed by U]Iman and 
asked for a further accounting; also 
that the court set aside an order 
previously made in which Ullman’s 
claim for $48,504 was allowed. This 
sum was said to have been ad- 
vanced to Valentino to finance 
Natacha Rambova, Valentino's wife, 
in a film production called “What 
Price Beauty.” 

Guglielmi’s complaint further re- 
cites that he believed Ullman had 
used his power of attorney in the 
estate to disburse large sums in the 
dead actor’s name. Ullman had 
stated in his accounting that there 
remained a balance of $287,462 in 
the estate. Guglielmi’s brief in gen- 
eral asks for explanations. 

Action in the matter 
taken by Superior court 
Desmond this week. 


will be 
Judge 


No Schenck Deposition 


. Los Angeles, March 27. 

Joseph M. Schenck, on advise of 
his attorney, refused to make a 
deposition in affidavit form in con- 
nection with the $5,000,000 damage 
suit brought by Charles H. Duell 
against Lillian Gish. 

Schenck was asked to explain the 
meaning of certain telegrams. 

The case comes to trial Aprill 18. 


RAYART’S FREELANCE SPECIAL 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
Duke Worne has rounded up 
several idle name free lance players 
and is making a special for Rayart 
Cast includes Cullen Landis, Edna 
Murphy, Ernest Hilliard, Jack Rich- 


ardson, Fred Kelsey, Alan Sears. 
Virginia Kirkley, Ben Hall, Betty 
Caldwell, Ed Cecil and Maude 
Truax. 

Title of picture is “Midnight,” 


and is being produced at the Cali- 
fornia studios. 


T-S Buys Originat 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
Tiffany-Stahl has purchased 
“Every Inch A Man,” an original 
by Jerome Wilson and his wife, 
Agnes Pat McKenna. 
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Houses Combined 
May Expand 


100 


The combination of approximate- 
100 independent theatres in New 
the Independent The- 
atre Owners of America, under the 


of George L. Record, 
public utility corporation attorney 
and organizer, has been merely a 
preliminary move shortly expected 
to be followed by the introduction 
of banking capital to the extent of 
over $4,000,000, 

Reeord is being offered financing 
from several sources. New capital 
will be used by the organization 
to buy more theatres in suitable lo- 
cations or to build new houses, 

Record has no salary as head of 
the New Jersey theatre owners. His 
object in forming the combination 
Was to use it as the basis upon 
which bankers could become inter- 
ested. 

for their investment the bank- 
ers will be given first preferred 
stock at a price to be determined. 
Record expects to get his profits 
through the purchase of preferred 
stock. None of the exhibitor mem- 
bers of the organization will be 
barred from buying either lst or 
2nd preferred shares though exhibi- 
tors are limited to one share of 
common, or voting stock. When 
an exhibitor ceases to be a mem- 
ber of the association this com- 
mon stock is called in. 

Bankers are being sold on the 
principle of local operation as the 
most successful. 


MIKE SIMMONS’ STORY 


Mike Simmons, publicity director 
for Gotham, will conduct a 15-min- 
ute interview over Station WPCH 
on March 29. He will ask Howard 
Rockney, author of “The Chorus 
Kid,” to tell the ether audience how 
a story is mistreatéd in picturiza- 
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5TH CONSECUTIVE WEEK AT UNITE 


GLADYS ALLEN 


“BLUES—-AND HOW!” 


B.—MANY THANKS TO FANCHON and MARCO 


D ARTISTS THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 


FOR PAST FAVORS 


SHERRY LOUISE 


Now Appearing in the 


Publix Presentation “HIGHLIGHTS” 
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YEARS BIG FILM BUSINESS 


Wayne Pierson Trying to Prove Theory by Practice— 
$1 Scale for Revivals—Did Trick in Two Long 


{island Towns 


On the theory that every five 
years brings in a new generation 
of picture patrons, plus an 800 per 
cent. increase in business of one 
film in the same house and on the 
tame days five years later, has spon- 


* gored H. Wayne Pierson’s idea to 


form a company to exclusively 
handle the $1 revivals. 

Pierson is currently handling 
“Hunting Big Game in Africa,” 
which went into Bayshore, L. L, 
last week and grabbed just short 
of $1,000 in two days, going on to 
Hempstead, L. I, to register a $638 
Sunday. The Bayshore date shows 
an increase of 700 per cent. over 
the two days in ’23 when the animal 
pictures were new, and increased 
the theatre’s average Monday re- 
ceipts 800 per cent. with the $1 
scale. 

Pierson is handling “Big Game” 
for Universal. It is understood he 
will take over other former big U 
pictures believed adaptable to re- 
issue on a road show basis. If 


the project gets over it will mean 


much “velvet” to the producing 
companies which will dust off their 
shelves to see what they’ve got ly- 
ing around. 

The present system is worked out 
with two advance agents traveling 
ahead of the picture, who particu- 
larly circularize the schools for 
matinee trade. Just what other 
films Universal will turn over to 
Pierson are not known at this time. 


‘1st Division Players 
Los Angeles, March 27. 

Shirley Mason and Viola Dana 
have agreements with First Divi- 
sion Pictures to be starred and fea- 
tured in a series of three pictures 
each. Released through First Divi- 
sion Distributors. 


MELVILLE BROWN LEAVING U 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
Melville Brown, director under 
contract to Universal for three 
years, leaves at expiration of his 
contract next month. 
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Michigan Vaude Mgrs. Ass’n 
Charlie MACK 


Booking the most extensive circuit 
of vaudeville and presentation the- 
atres between New York and Chicago 


Michigan Theatre Bldg. 
DETROIT 


Standard Acts Write or Wire 
ASK FENTON and FIELDS 


Publix Will Operate 
Gray String in N. E. 


Publix is taking over active oper- 
atoin of the Gray houses in New 
England. Since the death, some 
months ago in Hollywood, of Bill 
Gray, the theatres have been run 
from the circuit headquarters in 
Malden, Mass., with Publix merely 
partners. 

Most of the houses affected are in 
small towns. Managers and ex- 
ploitation men will be assigned from 
the home office, but there will be 
few changes for the present . 


FOX’S CRITERION, L. A. 


Renaming Theatre Movietone 
House for Grind Policy 


Los Angeles, March 27. 


Upon c¢onculsion of the present 
run of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” the 
Criterion will be taken over by Fox, 
renamed “The Movietone House” 
and will open with “Sunrise,” with 
“Four Sons” to follow. ‘ 
All Fox productions that have for 
some time been playing the Carthay 
Circle at $1.50 top will henceforth 
go into the Movietone House, which 
will be operated on a de luxe grind 
policy. 


U BUYS 4 STORIES 

Los Angeles, March 27. 
Four new stories have been pur- 
chased by Ediward J. Montagne, 
scenario editor in chief of Universal. 
They are “Frame Up,” “Heir to 
Broadway,” “Blue Heaven’ ’and “Sin 
Ye Do.” 


NEILAN’S MOTHER ILL 


Marshall Neilan, who recently ar- 
rived in New York from an Equro- 
pean trip, departed suddenly for the 
coast Sunday. 

The serious illness of his mother 
caused him to hurry westward. 


DENNY STICKS WITH U 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
After a great deal of turbulence 
Reginald Denny has decided to re- 
main with Universal. He is now on 
a four-week vacation at his cabin 
near Arrowhead Springs. 


Leatrice Joy’s M-G Solo 
Los Angeles, March 37. 

Leatrice Joy completes her con- 
tract with Pathe-DeMille April 14. 
There will be no renewal. She has 
signed with M-G-M for one pjc- 
ture which will be “The Bellamy 
Trial,” Monta Bell to direct. 

Miss Joy will be featured. 


“Juicer” Turns Producer 
Los Angeles, March 27. 

John Carr, studio electrician, has 
turned producer. He is making a 
one reel novelty picture at the Tec- 
Art studios where he formerly 
worked as a “juicer.” 

Carr plans to make a series of 
these subjects. 


POLICE CHIEF AND 
OVERFRIENDLINESS 
U. ot Paterson, 


N. J., Must Pay Aywon Exch. 
for “Woman Tempted” 


By a unanimous opinion of the 
joint arbitration board of the 
Tr. Oo. C. C. and New York Film 
Board of Trade, the Aywon Film 
Exchange of New York was upheld 
in its claim of breach of contract 
against the U. S. theatre of Pater- 
son, N. J. 

Pete Adams, owner of the Pater- 
son house, had no legal representa- 
tive, but sent over Manager Liner 
of the theatre. 

Not a witness appeared for 
Adams, not even the theatre owner’s 
“pal,” chief of police, who had writ- 
ten a letter to Adams declaring the 
picture in question, “The Woman 
Tempted,” was improper and should 
be taken off. Zhe Aywon exchange 
had a contract for three days, but 
Adams yanked it off after screening 
it one day (Sunday). 

The Aywon Co., by its representa- 
tive on the film board, Melvin 
Hirsch, and its legal representative, 
Louis Nizer (Philips and Nizer), 
brought witnesses and testimony to 
show that Adams tried to get a re- 
duction in his rental after taking 
the picture; that Paterson had 
played all kinds of sex films, includ- 
ing some that had been banned in 
New York, and that the Paterson 
police head had not banned any as 
immoral or improper, and that the 
same picture had been shown on 
the Paterson screen in another the- 
atre later without interference from 
the police department. 

The case required three hours’ de- 
liberation. 


MIZNER’S “SOAPY SMITH” 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
Wilson Mizner has signed a one 
year contract with Fox tg write 
originals. 
His first will be the screen ver- 
sion of his famous story, “Soapy 
Smith,” mining camp yarn. 


USHER’S RISE; ASS’T PROD. 
Joseph Gregory has risen from 
usher at the Paramount, New York, 
to an assistant to Boris. Petroff in 
producing the units that open at 
the Capitol. 


Charies West as Moore P. A. 
Los Angeles, March 27, 

Charles West, unit press agent at 
the DeMille studios for the past two 
years, moves to First National 
studios to handle publicity for the 
Colleen Moore unit. 

The latter post vacated by Francis 
Perrett was temporarily filled by 
Edwin Brown. 


Sioman on “Grease Paint” 
Los Angeles, March 27. 

Edward Sloman will) direct Conrad 
Veidt in “Grease Paint” for Uni- 
versa] next month. 

J. Grubb Alexander is writmg the 
adaptation from original story by 
Sven Gade. 


Week to Week Basis 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
M-G did not renew the contract 
option on Agnes Johnston, scenario 
writer. Company retains her, how- 
ever, on a week to week basis. 


Takes Another Mag Tale 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
M-G-M has purchased screen 
rights to “Big Hearted Jim,” Lib- 
erty magazine story by Petterson 
Marzoni. 


Politics, Newsreels, 
Producers and Hays 


Frank J. Rembusch, Indianapolis, 
self-appointed secretary of the Un- 
affiliated Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Exhibitors of America, has 
proposed to fenator Smith W. 
Brookhart a senatorial inyestiga- 
tion of the influence exerted by the 
Hays organization to spread prop- 
aganda on the screen on behalf,of 
the presidential candidacy of Her- 
bert C. Hoover. 

Rembusch claims that under 
Hays’ control, newsreels last year 
had an unusual quantity of Cool- 
idge items and that Hoover was re- 
cently forced also. Rembusch 
traces Hoover support from Hays 
as follows: 

“Hays is boosting Hoover, Hoo- 
ver is in the Coolidge cabinet, and 
the Department of Justice to which 
we have complained for five years 
about this growing monopoly re- 
fuses to act in behalf of the small 
theatre owners.” 

Despite any political leanings of 
the Hays organization, as explained 
by Remsbuch and cthers, the Mo- 
tion Picture Producers and Dis- 
tributors’ Association is not pre- 
pared to exert any screen pressure 
on behalf of any candidate in the 
coming elections. 

Recently the Hays organization 
was approached by prominent mem- 
bers of the Republican party and 
the matter of screen influence dis- 
cussed. Though the motion pic- 
ture industry owes a debt to Hoo- 
ver for his work in the Department 
of Commerce relative to foreign 
film importation and American film 
exportation, it was not founé feasi- 
ble or possible for the M. P. P. and 
D. A. to take sides in the forth- 
coming political issue. 

In a statement issued by Car] E. 
Milliken, secretary of the Hays or- 
ganization, in answer to the charges 
made by Rentbusch, is the declara- 
tion that the newsreels of the six 
leading companies featured Gover- 
nor Al Smith and Mayor Walker 79 
times during the last six months of 
1927 alone. 

In addition Milliken points out 
that it has always been the custom 
of exhibitors to edit or eliminate 
parts of the newsreel they do not 
want to show and that in the new 
standard contract ‘agreed upon by 
producers and alleged representa- 
tives of exhibitors, it was spe- 
cifically provided in Article 12 that 
“The exhibitor agrees to run photo- 
plays, except newsreels, as deliv- 
ered without alterations. 


Local Newsreels 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

West Coast houses in Seattle, 
Portland, San Francisco and Los 
Angeles are to have newsreel sup- 
plements. 

Cameramen attached to these 
theatres will take feature and gen- 
eral news which will be edited at 
the Fox studios in Hollywood and 
added to the coast prints which are 
releazed for general distribution, 


Niblo for “Docks” Film 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

After working on treatments of 
several sea stories for the past six 
weeks, M-G-M finally decided to 
have Fred Niblo make “War on the 
Docks,” by Ludwig Wolff. 

Bess Meredyth is preparing the 
continuity and production will start 
in April 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Jesse L. Lasky. 
Robert T. Kane, 
Jesse J, Goldberg. 


FOX SALESMEN 
MINIMUM 
FILM LESSON 


Others Follow Granger’s 
Lead—Distribs and 
Numbers 


Los Angeles, March 27, 

The Fox sales organization used 
less salesmen to cover the United 
States and Canada, through 37 
branch offices, than any other pice 
ture selling organization in the ine 
dustry. 

The other companies had their 
attention called to the minimization 
of Fox sales forces through the vast 


business which this organization 
was doing in the smaller com- 
munities. They made inquiries, with 
the result that First National re- 
duced its selling organization from 
185 people in the United States and 
Canada to 135. 

M-G-M has the biggest sales 
organization in the United States, 
159 salesmen. Universal has the 
biggest for United States and 
— having 200 men on the pay- 
roll. 

Paramount has 127 
the United States. 

The M-G-M product in Canada 
is handled by the Nathanson film 
organization, which employs around 
50 salesmen. 

James R. Granger, general sales 
manager for Fox, worked out a plan 
whereby 116 men could cover the 
United States and Canada without 
missing any territory. These 116 
men are outside of the special home 
office salesmen and the district 
managers, 


at work in 


THOS. DIXON PRODUCING 


Thomas Dixon, the author and 
who wrote the story on which “The 
Birth of the Nation” was filmed, has 
forned a company to engage in the 
proeJuction of plays and moving pic- 
tures. Stock consists of 100 shares, 
no par value. 

Directors are: Thomas Dixon, 867 
Riverside drive; Irving D. Lip- 
kowitz, 217 Broadway, and Janice 
P. Engel, 55 West 175th street, New 
York, each holding one share. 


M. of C. & S. B. L. 


Worth Publix 


Star-Teleg.: “Morey 
continues to display 
unusual versatility, 
being able to display 
different talents each 
week to fit the stage 
show he presents.” 

—M. G. 


LLIE 


Master Organist and Master of Ceremonies 


NOW PLAYING IN 


WEST COAST THEATRES, Inc. 
GREETINGS to FANCHON and MARCO and HERSCHEL STUART 
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*°The Patent Leather Kid,’ ‘The | 
Drop Kick,’ and ‘The Noose’= | 
three exceptional successes 
within six months—definitely 
tablish BARTHELMESS as the 
best male box-office star in pic- 
tures today, beyond any doubt!’’ 
— John F. Kumler, Manager, 
Pantheon Theatre, Toledo. . . . 
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Remember THAT when the First National 
salesman. comes to see you about RICHARD 
BARTHELMESS in an Alfred Santell pro- 
duction “THE LITTLE SHEPHERD OF 
KINGDOM COME’’...A sweeping drama 
with the same type of character and story of 
**Tol’able David’’... Featuring the new star« 
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. nssets of %$125,000,000. It portends a 
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AMALGAMATION 
WILL LINK FBO AND TALKERS 


Proposed Deserding Merger Takes in Several 


Angles— Television Important 


It—RCA 


Stockholder in FBO—Music Men See Boon 


The bullish Wall Street action 
of the Radio Corporation of Ameri- 
‘a and Victor Talking Machine 
“‘o. stocks the past week are direct- 
ly the result of an impending Vic- 
tor-RCA merger involving total 


still further advanced development 
into the mechanical show business. 


The availability of the exclusive 


MUSICAL BUNCH 


At the West Coast 


CALIFORNIA 
SAN DIEGO 


‘tin 


and world-famous Victor artists for 
RCA broadcasting is but the least 
of the deal. 


Also General Electric 


The movie talker field, in view 
of RCA'’s financial interest in FBO, 
coupled with the use of the Victor 
artists for sound movies, should 
place this combine to the fore 
alongside of Vitaphone and Movie- 
tone. 

Aside from the rumors emanating 
from the banking sources, the Vic- 
tor and RCA will make no state- 
ment until a formal announcement 
of the merger is feasible. Meantime, 
on the strength of this, their stock 
quotations have shot upward sen- 
sationally. 

Television 


The perfection «* Television is an 
anticipated radical development, 
topping anything in the form of 
theatre screen sound projection. 
RCA and Victor, as have RCA and 
Brunswick, have been affiliated in 
the past in the marketing of com- 
bined phonograph-radio machines. 
Warner Brothers has an agree- 
ment with Victor, as well as Bruns- 
wick, for the use of both their art- 
ists for Vitaphone. How this phase 
will be handled has yet to be gone 
into after the merger shall have 
been consummated. 
The music men regard this move 
the electro-mechanical sound 


Exhib Waited too Long 
For Action on Serial 


A $10 a day 10-part serial, 
“Heroes of the Wild,” is the sub- 
ject of an injunction suit by the 
Liberty theatre, Hoboken, N. J., to 
restrain Biltmore Pictures, Inc., dis- 
tributor, from renting the serial to 
a rival Hoboken house, the Bishop. 
On Biltmore Pictures’ evidence, 
which the Liberty theatre owner 
did not deny, the latter lost its suit 
for an injunction. 

Biltmore proved that the Bishop 
was a first run house charging 35c. 
admission with 600 capacity, while 
the Liberty was a las* run 10-15- 
center. A provision was that Bilt- 
more Pictures had the privilege to 
attempt disposing of the first run 
rights to any Hoboken exhibitor, in 
which case the Liberty would only 
have to pay a half rental of *" 2 
playing day. 

Justice Mahoney frowned upon 
the Liberty theatre owner’s tardiness 
in waiting until seven of the 10 in- 
stallments had been exhibited at the 
Bishop before starting suit. The 
court questioned the Liberty’s gocd 
faith in the matter and also opined 
that the plaintiff theatre had not 
expended anything for advertising 
and suffered no loss. 


“SAVE ELECTRICITY WEEK” 
Detroit, March 27. 

Employees and performers in 
Kunsky theatres were ordered to 
observe what was termed “Save 
Electricity Week” last week. ~ 

Notices -were posted in dressing 
rooms requestin,; that lights be 
doused when leaving. 


projection as a boon to the in- 
dustry since, from all omens, the 
sheet music market is passing 
backward while the mechanical roy- 
alties looming up as the most im- 
portant source of revenue to writers 
and publishers. 


“Variety.” March 21, 


JACKIE “HOO” RAY 


Believes in the fairness of “Variety” and broadcasts the following facts: 
The little red-headed, freckle-faced stage and screen kid has been head- 
: lined over the Loew, Keith-Albee and Orpheum Circuits. 


| NOT BARNSTORMING 


But featured on every bill, including 25 theatres booked by Keith- 
Albee’s New York office and has received front page publicity in cities in 
which he has worked. 


NOT HARD TO FIND 


~ His route has been published from time to time in the leading theatrical 

journals, making it convenient for anyone interested to locate Jackie, whose 
eastern address is the N. V. A. Club, New York City. 

Copy of telegram sent to Hal Roach—following article printed in 


. 


1928: 


NEWCOMB CARLTON, PRESIDENT 


= 


Hal Roach Personal, 
Hai Roach Studios, 


N. V. A. Club New York City. 


Culver City, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Will you kindly check back with your books including your bank records to find 
out if Jackie Hoo Ray did not receive compensation from your organization for his 
services rendered with the Gang under the direction of Robert McGowan your director 
who authorized the making of a motion picture and stills at your studio made by your 
camera man and developed by your laboratories of Mr. McGowan Jackie and the Gang 
and which were given to Jackie for exploitation of his vaudeville act Stop Jackies 
name and permit is entered on your books as Jackie Ray Stop In the interest of fair 
play due to articles published in Variety March 21 the future of this lads tomorrow 
may rest on early telegraphic reply from you addressed to Jackie Hoo Ray care of 
(Signed) Jackies Mother and Father 


GORGE W. E. ATKINS, FIRET VICE-PRESIDENT 


OSCAR SMITH 


JACK FORD 


THE LITTLE CLUB BOYS 


“RAMBLIN’ RHYTHMIC ROLLICKERS” 
(FORMERLY THE MASTERS) 


Selected by Mr. *\PRY CRULL 
as Co-Headliners on the Opening Bill of the New 


STANLEY, JERSEY CITY 


THIS WEEK, MARCH 24TH 
Direction IRVING STARR, LOU IRWIN OFFICE 


ANTHONY DOOLEY 


JIMMY FARKER 


& 


Plunkett as Stanley’s Prod. 
Head; Hyman at 2 Strands 


With Edward L. Hyman’s ap- 
pointment as managing director of 
the Mark Strand, New York, in 
addition to the Brooklyn Strand, 
Joseph Plunkett devotes himself ex- 
clusively to heading the unit pro- 
duction departm of the Stanley 
houses. Plunkett is having Hyman 
do two more units in addition to 
the firs presentation, “In Granada,” 
cur it -t the Brooklyn Strand, to 
be followed by a Harry W. Crull 
and a Plunkett production, 

Hyman may install Jack Peppex 
as master of ceremonies at the New 
York Strand. Pepper is in his third 
week at the Brooklyn Strand, going 
to the Stanley, Baltimore, next week 
to replace Leon Navara who has 
switched to Washington, and then 
returns to Baltimore for an in- 
def run, 

When Pepper is brought to New 
York, Boyd Senter will officiate at 
the Washington house. Alan Rogers, 
the tenor, is being installed as m.c. 
at the Stanley, Philadelphia, anl 
Charles Melson and Nat Nazzarro, 
Jr., remain in Jersey City and New- 
ark respectively. 

When Jerry Sears and his stage 
band are brought to New York 
from Brooklyn, Russ Morgan, the 
relief maestro at the Brooklyn 
house, takes charge. 

Hyman will operate both Strands, 
besides producing units. 


New Minnesota Starts at 
65c, Top Scale of Town 


Minneapolis, March 27. 

While local vaudeville theatres 
are in the midst of a price cutting 
war started by the Orpheum, along 
comes F. & R. and Publix and set 
a scale for their new 4,100-seater, 
which establishes a new top for 
movie theatre prices hereabouts, 

The night scale for all parts of 
the Minnesota is 65 cents, 5 cents 
more than is charged by the State 
and Garrick, leading F. & R. houses, 
and 15 cents in excess of the Hen- 
nepin-Orpheum’s present night 
price. The 65 cents goes into effect 
at 6 p. m. on week days, whereas 
the Hennepin-Orpheum, State and 
Garrick retain their 35 cent matinee 
price until 6.30 ». m. week days. 

The Minnesota is opening at 10.45 
a. m. daily at 30 cents, in effect 
until 1 p. m. Price from 1 p. m. to 
6 p. m. is 40 cents, 5 cents more 
than any of the other variety houses 
are charging at matinees. Saturday 
matinee prices are 50 cents to 5 
p.m. The 65 cent scale goes into 
effect thereafter. A 60 cent admis- 
sion on Sundays also prevails until 
5 p. m., giving way then to 65 cents. 

Four complete de luxe perform- 
ances on week days and five on 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays 
also are announced by the Minne- 
sota. It has an estimated overhead 
of from $18,000 to $20,000 a week. 


F. N. West. Salesmen Out 


Chicago, March 27. 

Incidental to the general shake- 
up of First National’s sales depart- 
ment, three Chicago salesmen have 
been let out as part of the economy 
program. It is in the form of an 
experiment, Chicago attaches state. 

R. C. Herman, George Taif and 
J. N. Schwartz were the three dis- 
pensed with, but First National] en- 
deavored to place them with other 
firms. Herman is expected to join 
Warner Bros. and Taif is said to 
be in line with M-G-M. Schwartz 
is undecided and considering sever- 
a] offers. 

Carl Lesserman, formerly in 
charge of the Chicago office under 
R. C. Seery, is now on a vacation, 
after which he will assume charge 
of the Cleveland office. G. L. Sears, 
now of Cleveland, will replace Les- 
serman. 

First National’s three Chicago 
salesmen retained are T, R. Gillian, 
R. E. Bradford and J. N. Howland. 
The company’s offices in the Scown 
Film building have been completely 
redecorated and carpeted, 


Fully 70 salesmen, figured as dead- 
wood, have been eliminated from 
the wirst National stafz under whole- 
sale let-downs and promotions made 
by Ned Depinet, sales head. At the 
same time proof that lack of a beard 
no longer counts may be seen in the 
elevation of 26-year-old Gerald Hoyt 
to the managership of an outpost in 
St. Johns. 


Port Henry, N. Y., Votes Sunday 
Port Henry, N. Y., March 27. 
By a majority of 69 votes, this 
village voted to have Sunday mov- 
ies. 


They will start Paster Sunday. 
The vote was 221 te 152. 


FBO’s 78 Shorts 


Los Angeles, March 27, 


FBO will have 78 short subjects 
on its 28-29 releasing program, 
They will include a series of 12 
jockey stories by H. C. Witwer, a 
series of “Polly and Her Pals,” a 
series of 12 “Mickey McGuire,” two 
reelers and a series of standard 
comedies with the three fat men, 
Karr, Alexander and Ross. 

All of the short subjects will be 
made by Larry Darmour Produce« 
tions for the Standard Cinema Core 
poration, which releases through 
FBO. 


T-S “Name” Writers 


Tiffany-Stahl has acquired Sir 
James Barrie’s “The 12-Pound 
Look” for filmization. 

Al Selig, T-S’s scenario editor and 
director of advertising and publi- 
city, is going in for name authors, 
and has picked up film rights to 
stories by Zona Gale, Booth Tare 
kington, Barrie and others. 


There Is No Substitute for 


STAGE-BAND 
ENTERAINMENT 


Known as the 


“PAUL ASH POLICY” 


UNIT NO. TWO | 


“Blue Revue” 


THIS WEEK 


“EXCLUSIVELY COLUMBIA 
RECORDING ARTIST” 


Paul Ash Presentation Staged by 
LOUIS McDERMOTT 


“The Wizard of the Organ” 


Now Being Featured at 
the Magnificent New 


PORTLAND THEATRE 
PORTLAND, ORE. 


— 


HELENE HUGHES 
ROY SMOOT 


Featured with 
FANCHON and MARCO 


ANOTHER FANCHON & MARCO “IDEA” 


ALFRED 


BROWER 


World’s Fastest Russian Dancer 


Dir. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
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By Frank Tilley 


London, March 16. 

Just issued, the year’s report of 
the Exhibitors’ Association holds 
several points of interest for your 
side. One is a statement showing 
the General Council to have been 
sufficiently impressed by the report 
of the delegation which visited 
America that it has watched “with 
the gravest concern” any attempts 
by producers or distributors, “espe- 
cially those whose headquarters 
are in another country,” to get into 
the theatre field. This apprehen- 
sion led to the formulation of the 
now defunct “trdding scheme,” the 
death of which is attributed to the 
activity of financiers, who have 
“made attractive offers to a large 
number of proprietors of cinemas 
whose adherence to a_ trading 
scheme was essential for its suc- 
cess,” producing, in conjunction 
with the buying by home-grown 
theatre trusts, “such an unsettled 
state that your General Council 
found it impossible to proceed with 


Put this means the 
majority of theatre owners are 
mofe interested in selling out on 
the present high market than they 
are in the much more visionary 


London “Evening News”: 


“Joe Termini, the lazy 
musician, who, saying never 
a word, entertaining 
London  night-club. and 
music hall audiences.” 


THE CHEER LEADERS 


“Those College Boys'’—Singing Quartet 


On 36-Week Publix Tour 


Direction WALTER MEYERS 
William Morris Agency 


Personal 


BARNETT § CLARK 


Original Modern Tap Dancers 
Srd Year for Fanchon and Marco 
Coming East Soon 
Persona! Direction Waiter Meyers 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


possibilities of a combine of small 
exhibitors. 


Theatres and Membership 


The report claims there are 3,800 
picture houses in this territory, but 
only 3,000 are effective as six- 
nights-a-week houses, rest 
playing one or two nights only. 
Membership of association 
totals 2,582, an increase on the 
previous year of 126. Largest in- 
crease is shown in the metropolitan 
London and home counties branch, 
from 376 to 406, the central division 
of London recording a drop from 
57 to 53. Except three branches, 
with a total fall between them of 
nine, every other section shows an 
increased membership. 

Total income from subscriptions 
is $74,487, and balance on the year’s 


working amounts to $8,525, with 
branch surpluses amounting to 
$32,048. The political fund has a 


Pbalance of $14,297, about $150 more 
only than last year. 


Improve Pictures 


It is claimed there has been a gen- 
eral improvement in the quality of 
films, “due very much to the suc- 
cess achieved by British films,” 
after it had become evident “a large 
number of films produced abroad 
were becoming stereotyped and of 
a character which failed to attract 
patrons.” ‘ 

This situation, which certainly 
did exist and has been put forward 
here many times as one of the chief 
causes Jeading to the passing of the 


port to have given British films 
their opportunity, the bill having 
“stimulated the British film indus- 
try in a marvellous fashion; finan- 
ciers, who formerly regarded Brit- 
ish production as something almost 
to be avoided, are only too willing 
and anxious to assist.” 

“Almost” and “only too willing 
and anxious” are phrases any com- 
ment would spoil. 


Finance and Lost Capital 
In a survey made by the “Eve- 
ning Standard” of the present state 
of film share values on recent flota- 
tions in this country, estimates are 
given to show a capital loss from 
unmarketable scrip of $2,350,000 on 
about $5,000,000 issued. The article 
contains several minor inaccuracies. 
It calls British Instructional (Pro- 
prietary) “British International 
Films (Proprietors),” a not un- 
serious mistake, as there is a large 
company with almost this name, 
but not in any way connected with 
British Instructional Films. 

It also gives incorrect amounts 
as those necessary to pay 5 per 
cent. on the market valuation of 
the stock of -Gaumont-British and 
British International, 
needs $2,335,000 when it should be 
$1,425,000 in the case of the first 
company, and $660,000 instead of 
the correct figure of $290,000 in the 
latter case. 

These corrected, the survey {Is 
still rather alarming. It shows all 
the producing companies’ preferred 
stock as below par, ranging from 
a few cents in the case of Gaumont- 
British to $1.50 on Whitchall Films 
preferred ordinary. 

Not one of the producing com- 
panies issued to the public during 
the past six months has, it is 
reasonably certain, been fully sub- 
scribed. Welsh - Pearson - Elder 
Films, the last flotation to date, is 
known to have obtained less than 
20 per cent. of its issue; British & 
Dominions, Ltd. (Wilcox company), 
but little more, and the present 
situation is the underwriters gen- 
erally are full up with producing 
company stock for which they can- 
not find a market. 

One immediate resnit has been 
the holding up of several pending 
flotations. Issuing houses and un- 
derwriters are no longer willing to 
take a throw at what the recent 


promotions have shown the 


Films bill, is declared by the re- | 


stating it} 


tempts to make a market in the 
deferred stocks, in some cases the 
quotations at a premium are merely 
nominal, for there is little stock on 
the market, and the insiders, who 
are nursing the baby, are not letting 
this class of stock out in any large 
quantity lest it causes a fall in 
price. 
Another Departure 

We have a curious habit here of 
making a strike and then refusing 
to prospect it. Later, someone else 
does, and we pay high prices for 
the result. 

Ian Hunter, who took the honors 
in “The Ring” and in several minor 
films since, has been playing in 
Lonsdale’s “The High Road” at the 
Shaftesbury theatre. He has held 
off American offers for some time 
in the hope of getting a reasonable 
price here in pictures. Not getting 
it, he has signed wih Charles Dil- 
lingham to play on Broadway in a 
Lonsdale piece, with several screen 
offers under consideration, 

If he is a hit in a few American 
films, most all the producing com- 
panies here will be trying to buy 


(Continued on page 51) 


Aschers Alleged Solvent 


Chicago, March 27. 
Albert Pick & Co., theatrical sup- 


ply firm, has filed a petition in U. S.. 


court to dissolve the receivership 
of Ascher Bros., ha.-iled by the Chi- 
cago Title & Trust and William 
Fox. 

The petition claims Ascher Bros. 
are solvent. 


Vita in Publix 
Class B’s in South 


Dallas, March 20. 

Completion of the $25,000 Vita- 
phone wiring for Publix’s Melba 
here will mark the beginning of the 
new Vitaphone policy for a ma- 
jority of class B Publix houses in 
the southwest circuit. Similar units 
are being installed at the Kirby, 
Houston, Empire, San Antonio and 
Palace, Fort Worth. 

Opening date for combined new 
policy of Vita-picture houses in 
these cities will not be announced 
until the outcome of the lawsuit in 
San Antonio. 

“Jazz Singer” will_be the opener 
for the Vita at the Melba, with date 
tentative. It will probably also be 
used as an opener for the other 
three Publix Vita houses. 


Al Boyd’s Theatre 


Philadelphia, March 27. 
It is understood that Al Boyd has 
chosen a site for a local picture 
theatre of large capacity, with loca- 
tion undisclosed. 
Boyd recently resigned as the film 
buyer for the Stanley Company. 


Pawtucket and Sundays 
Providence, March 27. 

Pawtucket may have Sunday 
movies at last. The bill is before 
the legislature this week, and it 
looks as though Pawtucket theatre 
men will finally get a break. 

When the Providence Sunday 
show bill was passed, Pawtucket 
was left in the dark. With Paw- 
tucket only two or three miles away, 
the Providence houses cashed in on 
the Sunday biz. 


“Drums” Release April 8 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
“Drums of Love” will have a 
general release April 8. 
To date over 214 theatres have 
booked it for the general release 
date. 


Woodhull Exclusively | 
Doesn’t Choose to Tell 


In an exclusive interview 
granted Variety Friday after- 
noon, R. F. Woodhull, president 


of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America, stated that 
he had extensive theatre hold- 
i-ss but, like the other Presi- 
dent, does not choose to tell 
what they are at the present 
time. 

Mr. Woodhull expressed dis- 
satisfaction Variety's story 
in which he was referred to as 
a non-theatre owning theatre 
operator. Publishing the story 
_ilted in the purchase of a 
copy of Variety by the M. P. 

In the card room of the The- 
atre Owners Chamber of Com- 
merce, a special session was 
held Wednesday p. m., and ex- 
tracts from Variety, revolving 
around ‘he non-theatre opera- 
ior, president f the M. P. T. 
O. A., were read aloud, while 
all pinochle i.ctivities were sus- 
{ pended. 


Fox Unable to Secure 
Fourth B’way House 


Fox has given up the idea of a 
fourth $2 house on Broadway and 
“Street Angel” will supplant 
“Mother Machree” at the Globe 
Easter Monday, April 9. 

“Machree” moves over to the 
Times Square where “Sunrise” 
closes April 8. “Four Sons” con- 
tinues at the Gaiety. 

Constant nibbling at the Central 
(Universal) never quite brought 
any results with the future of this 
house after May, at which time U 
may or may not exercise its option, 
unsettled. 


Channin Co. Suing for 
Final Roxy Payment 


The erection of the Roxy theatre 
is in litigation, and the Chanin 
Construction Co., builders, is suing 
Roxy Theatres Corp. over some 
final payments alleged still due. 
The Chanins insist on the exami- 
nation before trial of Saul E. 
Rogers, vice-president of the Roxy 
corporation and counsel for Fox 
Films (in control of the Roxy cor- 
poration), as well as Charles S. 
Levin, secretary of the company, 
and Walter W. Ahlschlager, the 
architect of the Roxy. 

Justice Mahoney affirmed these 
examinations, although he did not 
think it necessary to examine A. 
Bukley Liptak, an employee of 
Ahlschlager, the architect. 

Since a final payment on a struc- 
ture is always dependent upon 
proper certification by the archi- 
tect, it is held by the court that the 
information the Chanins seek can 
be furnished only by Ahlschlager. 


Publix Cutting Down 
Cost of One Unit 


San Francisco, March 27. 

Evidently figuring the John Mur- 
ray Anderson unit “High Lights” 
was too expensive, Publix has 
slashed the talent down to two spe- 
cilalty acts, Helen McFarland, xylo- 
phonist, and Masse and Deitrick, 
dancers. 

Willie Solar, Sherry Louise and 
Douglas Purley will! be let out after 
Los Angeles, with the unit continu- 
ing eastward with a minimum per- 
sonnel. 

The chorus will probably be re- 
duced from 16 to ten. 


Publix ial K-A-0 May 
Put Over Deal or Two 


Publix listens to Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum, a theatre deal or so may 
eventuate between the two chains. 

It is said that K-A-O has placed 
before Publix a proposition to ade- 
just the theatre situation in two 
or three western cities where both 
are in opposition, with neither mak- 
ing any money. 

The cities are not named in the 
account. Denver is believed to be 
one, All of the towns are on the 
former Orpheum Circuit. 


A report is that Keith-Albee upon 
receiving the Orpheum houses in 
the recent merger found that some 
of them had declined rapidly since 
the period when statements were 
forthcoming which lead to the K-A- 
Orpheum amalgamation. 


What the chances are of an ad- 


justment isn’t known. Sam Katz 
for Publix, from general under- 
standing, is disposed to deal or 


trade with anyone to better a local 
situation. While ethat sounds very 
business-like, it always has not 
been the course of the older chains. 


West Coast Motion Picture 
Directory of Players, Direc- 
tors and Writers 


- Titles by 
MALCOLM 
STUART 
BOYLAN 


FOX 


JOSEPH 
FRANKLIN 
POLAND 
Supervising Editor 
UNIVERSAL 
FEATURE 
COMEDIES 


LLOYD 
CORRIGAN 
Staff Writer 


3rd Year with 
Paramount- 
Famous- 
Lasky 


JOHN F. 
GOODRICH 


FREE 
LANCING 


ED MEIKEL'S 


ORGAN CLUB 


HARDING THEATRE 
98th Week and Siill Growing 


at B. 


HEAD OF THEATRE ORGAN DEPARTMENT 


DOING TWO-A-DAY ON THE 


WURLITZER 


Washington, D. C. 


BROADCASTING TWICE WEEKLY 
WRC and 


WTFF 


Washington College of Music 
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“FOUR 


AT THE GAIETY 
NEW YORK 


Belle 
Bennett 


AS THE MOTHER IN 
JOHN FORD'S 


MACHREE 


THE 


KILKENNY GIANT 
IN JOHN FORD’S 


“In ‘Stella Dallas’ the human interest occurs, as said, in the 
last part. In*‘Mother Machree’ almost every bit of it is as pow- 
erful. One may safely say that it is four ‘Stella Dallas’ packed 
into one. 


CURRENT RELEASES 


“Belle Bennett again proves an artist, unsurpassed in such parts. 
In her, one sees a real mother, and feels the warm sympathy for 
her that one would feel for a mother that would go through the 


same experiences in real life.’—*HARRISON’S REPORTS.” 


EVERY PORT’ 


NEXT RELEASE—D. W. GRIFFITH’S 


‘BATTLE THE 


Charles 
Morton 


SONS 


NEXT RELEASE, F. W. MURNAU’S 


Meeker 


CURRENT FOX RELEASES 


AS JOHANN 
IN JOHN FORD’S 


“FOUR DEVILS” “ESCAPE” “THIEF IN THE DARK” “MR. ROMEO” 


Victor 


VARIETY 
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FOX 


“MOTHER MACHREE” 


AT THE GLOBE 


NEW YORK 


arle Foxe 


AS MAJOR VON STOMM 
IN JOHN FORD’S 


SONS 


“Earle Foxe makes a graphic study of the cold-blooded military 
officer type. One of the high lights is his suicide at the explicit invi- 
tation of his rebellious regiment upon Armistice day, dressing himself 
in all his decorations for it.”—“WARIETY.” 


CURRENT RELEASE 
JOHN FORD’S 


James 


1 | 


From “VARIETY’S” review of 
John Ford’s “Mother Machree,” 
March 7th, 1928: 


“The song, of course, is the basis, 
and there’s an interlude where 
Hamilton sits down at a piano and 


sings it to perfect synchronization. 


Doubtful if the actor actually 
vocalized, but just as good if he 
did. And if he did, give the boy a 
great big hand.” 


PREPARE TO GIVE HIM 
A GREAT BIG HAND! 
HE DID SING THE SONG! 


Neil 
Hamilton 


JOSEPH IN 
JOHN FORD’S 


SONS 


“The picture will be the making of James Hall, hitherto just a yung 
leading man. As Joseph he creates a splendid portrait with a wide 
range of clean-cut playing." —“VARIETY,” Feb. 15, 1928. 


JUNE COLLYER 


AS “ANNABELLE” 
IN JOHN FORD’S 


‘FOUR 


NEXT RELEASE—JOHN FORD’S 
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“ENDORSED WILLAMS 


(Continued from page 9) 
whether Williams had been guilty of 
indiscretions in his perambulator.” 

Williams on the Stand 
A large number of witnesses had 
been subpoenaed including G. T. 
Eaton, managing director of the 
company, Cecil Harrison, F. W. Far- 
Hill, 


rell, G. Humphries, and W. 
members of its board. Others in- 
cluded Marshall Neilan, James 


Abbe, and Claude B. Yearsley, but 
none of these was called. The only 
person to go on the stand was Wil- 
liams. He was subjected to a 
searching examination by Bevan for 
two and a half days, most of the 
time getting laughs on Bevan. 

When pressed to say it was a 
gamble to contract to pay Alfred 
Hitchcock $50,000 for 15 months’ 
work, making four films, Jaydee re- 
plied, “Having seen his existing 
work and using my judgment, it 
was no more a gamble than it would 
be if, after this, I hired you for a 
case, Mr. Bevan.” 

The defense put forward one ex- 
ample of extravagance that Wil- 
liams had engaged Charles Lap- 


Gino Severi 


CALIFORNIA THEATRE 
SAN FRANCISCO 


4 


Direction: 
WEST COAST THBATRES, Inc. 


EDDIE WEAVER 


ORGANIST 


PUBLIX OLYMPIA 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


DARLING TWINS 


FEATURED IN 


“MIKADO OF JAZZ” 


Direction MAX TURNER 
WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


worth without the consent of the 
board, but letters written by the 
defendant company’s solicitor were 
produced to show the company 
wrote to Lapworth, after consulta- 
tion with Williams, there had never 
been any engugement or agreement, 
and what money Lapworth had 
received—to the extent of $750—had 
been personal loans from Williams 
on I. O. U.’s which Williams was 
advised by the company's solicitor 
to forget and agreed to do so. 

Asked whether “Tiptoes” was not 
so bad through his own lack of 
proper knowledge and control that 
Famous Players would only pay 
$100,000, against the negative in- 
stead of the $220,000 contracted for, 
Jaydee said when he first went over 
with “Nell Gwyn” and made the 
contract for that and three more 
films with Famous, he did it against 
the opposition of Jesse Lasky. 


Lasky Anti-British 

While Sidney Kent and Adolph 
Zukor were strongly in favor of 
bringing in British films and keep- 
ing a good feeling here as a result, 
Jesse Lasky, said Williams, was 
strongly against any British films 
coming in. “I know that statement 
will get full publicity,” said Wil- 
liams, “and I am aware of the 
seriousness of it. But Eaton sub- 
sequently wrote to Famous over my 
head and stated in advance ‘Tiptoes’ 
was not up to standard, though 
the film was not finished, and I 
could have licked it into shape. 
This gave Lasky and the opponents 
of the British films something to 
work 9n, and caused a lot of trouble 
after I had worked desperately to 
put British films into the American 
market.” 

The real cause of all the com- 
pany’s troubles was the failure of 
Eaton and others to find the capital 


he had been promised, said Wil-, 


liams, and when Schlesinger came 
in a new contract was offered to 
Williams by whick he gave up be- 
ing managing director and became 
one of a _ production committee. 
This, he said, was not only not 
workable, but was a trick of 
Schlesinger’s to get him (Williams) 
out. The new contract contained a 


clause that n6 member of the com- 
mittee could negotiate or discuss 
any arrangements of any kind as 
an individual. 

“That was designed to trick me 


‘stand Thursday, 


into getting thrown out,” said Wil- 
Hams. “Had I met Harold “Uloyd 
or Charlie Chaplin on the street 
and had made any remark which 
might have been construed into a 
suggestion we might do business 
with them, I should have broken 
that contract. That is why I would 
not agree to it and why no produc- 
ing company could be run that way 
without disaster.” 

He insisted the contract with 
Herbert Wilcox at $15,000 a film. 
and with Dorothy Gish for $5,000 
a week were reasonable, and said he 
was put in a position in which he 
not only had to organize the com- 
pany’s production activities, but 
find money for it to carry on. 

This money he was getting by the 
making of such contracts, which en- 
abled him to sell the films to 
America in advance for more than 
enough to pay negative costs, and 
raise money on the American con- 
tracts. That, he declared, was mo- 
tion picture finance, and was not a 
gamble, but a reasonable manner of 
doing business. They said he had 
been extravagant in spending $440,- 
000 on the Elstree studios, but these 
same studios had been valued on 
their sale to the existing owning 
company at $550,000. - 

Case Collapses 

Soon after Williams went on the 
Judge Horridge 
said he had not yet heard anything 
which he could leave to the jury as 
justifying dismissal. Toward the 
close of Thursday’s session Stuart 
Bevan stated the defendant com- 
pany was prepared to settle, and 
made the remarks noted at the be- 
ginning, as did the judge. 

One of the conditions of settle- 
ment is that the details are not to 
be disclosed, but it is understood 
the amount is four times as much 
as Williams was willing to settle 
for under arbitration a year ago 
and, with costs, will reach some 
$200,000. 

British National, Pictures, Ltd., 
the defendant company, is in vol- 
untary liquidation, having sold its 
assets to the existing British Inter- 
national Pictures Company, Ltd., 
some time tgo. 

Immediately after the finish of 
the action, Williams left on a week’s 
vacation, stating he was going to 
play golf for recuperative purposes. 


Band Leader at Union 
Scale Doubling as M. C. 


Milwaukee, Wis., March 27. 

About six months ago the Miller, 
then under Saxe regime, passed 
from straight vaude to a stage 
band policy, with Mildred Andre as 
mistress ef ceremonies. She failed 
to hit the town hard enough and 
passed after four weeks. Nat Naz- 
zarro, Jr., and several others fol- 
lowed as m. c.’s, but all were dis- 
pensed with by Charlie Braun, 
manager of the house. 

Braun then shoved in Charlie 
Balow, leader of the band, to wield 
the baton as m.c. Balow is a local 
boy, and was an overnight click. 
He has been doing the spieling for 
the acts for four weeks now and is 
going big, and at the union scale of 
about $125 per. 


Seattle’s Pickets 


Seattle, March 28, 

Embassy theatre had union pick- 
ets out three days, declaring house 
unfair to labor. But at the side of 
the pickets Joe Danz, manager and 
owner, paraded men carrying: “We 
want to hire union men but they 
won’t work.” 

Temporary injunction threw the 
case into court, with the right to 
Picket involved. John Danz has a 
similar action pending. Downtown 
crowds blocked traffic watching the 
pickets Sunday night. 


TWO MORE LOEW OPENINGS 


Two new Loew houses in south- 
ern territory, operating with a de 
luxe presentation policy, are set for 
opening next month. 

Loew’s, Richmond, gets under 
way April 9, while Loew’s, Louis- 
ville, is tentatively set for opening 
April 23. 

Both will play Loew-Publix units 
in conjunction with film program. 


T-S AFTER “SPECIAL” HOUSE 

Tiffany-Stahl is looking for a 
theatre on Broadway, to be rente1 
for August, in which to present its 
special production, the tentative title 
of which is “Power.” 

The pictu.ec has just been finished 
by Reginald Barker, 


‘INDECENT FILM AT $10 PER 


But Cops Saw It First—No Refund 
in Baltimore 


Baltimore, March 23. 

Charles Kessler and Albert Vogel« 
stein of this city got six months in 
the hoosegow for having an obscene 
movie film in their possession. They 
pleaded guilty. 

The indictment and sentence fol- 
lowed the seizure by the police of 
a film entitled “Strictly Union” as 
it was about to be unwound before 
an audience of 150, assembled in 
the Pimiico Hotel, this city. 

The audience, which had paid 
$10 per, got ao refund. 


Screens Against Daylight 


Saving in Illinois 
Chicago, March 27, 

Petitions are being circulated in 

Aurora and Waukegan, II, asking 

that daylight saving time be put 

into effect. Great States theatres, 

with houses in each town, is com- 

batting the movement with trailers 

on the screen and advertising in the 
local néwspapers. 


GINGER 


ROGERS 


This Week 
NORSHORE, CHICAGO 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


RUDOLPH 


SCHRAEGER 


FEATURED ORGANIST 


4th Consecutive Yeur with 
West Coast Theatres 


MAURICE 


SOLO ORGANIST 
Indiana Theatre, Indianapolis 


A Publix Theatre 


E’S GOT THE NORTHWEST BUFFALOED! 


/ 


“PUBLIX 


THE 
BLONDE 
BEAU 
BRUMMEL 


BANDLAND! 


PORTLAND 


PORTLAND 


WITH 


BOB 
BLAIR 


ACE 
OF 


MANAGERS 


, PRIDE” 


AMBASSADOR 


AMERICA’S 


JOY! 


OREGON 


Playing 
Brother 
Victor’s 


Fiddle 


WITH 


EDDIE 
HITCHCOCK 


ACE 
OF 


EXPLOITEERS 


OF 


DIRECTION FAY RROTHER JOHN 


WILLIAM 1560 B’WAY 
N. Y. C. 
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VARIETY \ 


RUN 


PRESENTS 


HOUR! 


Dozens of first run theatres flashing the magic name of Clara Bow to the springtime 
skies in the GREATEST WORLD-BEATING DOUGH-GETTER OF HER 
AMAZING CAREER! 


Kunsky, Detroit; State, Salt Lake; Park, Reading; Family, Cincinnati; Apollo, Indianapolis; Capitol, Allen, 
‘ Orpheum, New Bedford; Liberty, Kansas City; Columbia, Dayton; Jefferson, Springfield, Mo., and a flock of 
other alert theatres 


ABSOLUTELY AND UNQUALIFIEDLY THE SWEETEST MONEY 
PROPOSITION OF THE MOMENT! 


LEO MEEHAN PRODUCTION FROM GENE STRATTON-PORTER’S NOVEL 
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NOTE: Place your 
finger, blindfolded 
on a map of Amer- 
Read the re- 
ports from that 
section. No matter 
what territory you 
‘pick you’ll find the 
the box-office facts 


ica. 


are the same. 


THe STUDENT 
PRINCE 
usiness very 
good. Audience 
very much 
Omaha, 


eb. 


BABY MINE 
Good box-office. 
Toronto, Can. 


LONDON AFTER 

Standing room 
night night. 


‘Albany, N. Y. 


WEST POINT 
Excellent 
ness. 


BODY AND 
SOUL 


Good business. 
the pa- 
trons. Wilmington, 


Pleased 
Del. 


WEST POINT 


Good business. 


Salt Lake City. 


busi- 
Highly 
praised. Wash. 


for instance, here are just a few 


box-office reports from current issues of 


MICHIGAN FILM REVIEW— EXHIBITOR’S TRIBUNE (Oklahoma)—MOVIE AGE (Omaha) 
REEL JOURNAL (Kansas)—FILM TRADE TOPICS (Colorado) —-THE EXHIBITOR (Pennsylvania) 
GREATERAMUSEMENTS(Minneapolis)~M. P.DIGEST (Canada)-NAT.EXHIBITOR(Wash.,D.C.) 


THIRTEENTH 
HOUR 
One of best. Areal 


one, boys. Dickin- 
son, N. D 


BIG PARADE 
Come-back run 
another big week. 
Ottawa, Can. 


BEN-HUR 

Making picture 
history. Set new 
Toronto, 


records. 


Can. 


LOVE 

One of the best 
ever made. 
Pleased 100 per 
cent. Wash., D.C. 


BECKY 
Excellent busi- 


ness. Wash., D.C. 


MAN, 
WOMAN & 


SIN 
Well received. Did 


good business. 
Wilmington, Del. 


NORTH 


BEN-HUR 
Greatest ever 
made. Book it. You 
can’t go wrong. 
Christinson 


Wright, Minn. 


THE BIG CITY 
Business excel- 
lent. Des Moines. 


BEN-HUR 
Third local run 
another success. 


Ottawa, Can. 


IN OLD 
KENTUCKY 


Business good. 


Kansas City. 


WOMAN & 
SIN 


Business good. 


Kansas City. 


DIVINE 
WOMAN 


Good business. 


Detroit, Mich. 


BODY AND 
SOUL 

Drew good crowd. 
Bricelyn, Minn. 


WEST POINT 
They don’t make 
them any better.: 
Cloquet, Minn. 


DIVINE 
WOMAN 

Good business: 
Detroit, Mich. 


BUTTONS 
A picture that 
pleased them. 
Albany, Minn. 


THE 
UNKNOWN 
Wonderful. Cim 
arron, Kan. 


BABY MINE 
Business good. 


Oklahoma City.: 


THe STUDENT 
PRINCE 

Very g 
office drawing 
power. O 

City. 


ood box- 


EAST 


THE BIG CITY 


Very good busi- 


ness. Audience 
thrilled. Detroit, 
Mich. 


FRONTIERS- 
MAN 

McCoy’s best to 
date. Beverly, Ohio. 
THIRTEENTH 
HOUR 

Went over big. 
Wilmington, Del. 


BIG PARADE 
Superb. Wilming- 
ton, Del. 


WEST 


THe STUDENT 
PRINCE 
Business excel- 
lent. Audience 
thought it great 
picture. Denver, 


Colo. 
ADAM & EVIL 


Veryentertaining. 
Satisfied all. Two 
Harbors, Minn. 


BABY MINE 
Drew well and 


leased. Dassel, 


SPRING 
FEVER 

Well received by 
Sunbury, 
a. 


THE CROWD 
Very good busi- 
ness. Second 
week. Cleve- 


land, O. 


LONDON AFTER 
MIDNIGHT 

Excellent busi- 
ness. Audience 
reaction excel- 
lent. Cincinnati, O. 


BECKY 

Another wow. M- 
G-M has plenty of 
these surprises. 
Patrons ate it up. 


Dickinson, N. D. 
ROSE-MARIE 


Exceptionally 
fine. Strong draw- 
ing power. Willow 


City, N. D 
BUTTONS 
A picture that 


pleased them. 
Albany, Minn. 


TEST! 


PICK ANY TERRITORY IN 
AMERICA AND YOU’LL FIND 
THAT EXHIBITORS ARE 
DOING THE BIGGEST 
BUSINESS WITH METRO- 
GOLDWYN-MAYER PICTURES 


THe STUDENT 
PRINCE 

Second week. 
Heavy business. 
Cincinnati, O. 


DIVINE 
WOMAN 

Good business. 
Audience fasci- 


nated by star. 
Cleveland, O. 


THe STUDENT 
PRINCE 

box-office. 
Cleveland, O. 


BODY AND 


SOUL 

Set new house 
record. Brocketr, 
N. D. 


BIG PARADE 
Four days’ to ca- 
pacity. 100 per 
cent. Palm, Minn. 


FAIR CO-ED 
Action. Comedy. 
Best Davies ever 
made. Perfect en- 
tertainment. Hoff- 
man, Minn. 


BABY MINE 
Capacity busi- 
ness. Trenton, N. J. 


WEST POINT 
A big hit. Harris- 
burgh, Pa. 


LATEST 

FROM PARIS 
Good business. 
Audience reac - 


tion very favor- 
able. Detroit, Mich. 


LOVE 
Business ver y 
good. Salt Lake 
City. 


LONDON AFTER 
MIDNIGHT 
They’re still talk-, 
ing about it. Give’ 
us more. 
N. D. 


LAW OF THE 
RANGE 

One fine Western, 
Watertown, Minn. 


SPRING 
FEVER 
Another dandy. 
Set house record.’ 


Brocket, N. D. 
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Kelly Vice Phillips 

fiarold Phillips is out as dramatic 
editor of the Washington “Times” 
(Hearst), succeeded yesterday 
(Monday) by Andrew Kelly, former- 
ly news editor. Phillips has held 
the d. e. desk the past five years, 
while Kelly, d. e. of the Washington 
Post” at one time, has been on the 
Hearst pay roll for about eight 
years. 

At the same time as the Phillips 
geparation Avery Marks, for the last 
46 years managing editor of the 
“Times,” was succeeded by John J. 
Fitzpatrick from the “Advertiser” 
in Boston. Marks is vacationing in 
Florida with new connection not 


known. 


Radio Act for Promotion 
The first direct radio-amusement- 
newspaper circulation tie-up is that 


Theatres 
Chicago 
Tl. 


of Charles J. Correll and Freeman 
F. Gosden, otherwise Sam ’n Henry 
of radio and Columbia recording 
fame, who are also the features of 
a new comic strip, “Amos '’N Andy,” 
which the Chicago “News” is syn- 
dicating. 

In addition to selling the cartoon | 
service to publishers, the Chi “Daily 
News” books Correll and Gosden to 
appear at the various local news- 
papers’ broadcasting stations of 
those sheets featuring the service. 
Where the paper does not own or 
operate its own station, as is often 
the case, the local broadcaster with 
which the paper co-operates, gets 
the free services of Correll and 
Gosden, who broadcast their stuff 
and also mention their new cartoon 
creation. 

The Chi “News” is selling the 
service strictly as a circulation 
builder on the strength of the 
tearn’s ether popularity with the 
sizeable radio public, 


“Post” Progresses 
While the New York “Evening 
Post” is understood to have tripled 
its circulation from 30,000 to 90,000, 
the sheet is still in the red and not 
getting the business support it 
merits. 


Hanline’s Sweet Promotion 
Maurice A. Hanline, for some 
years in charge of publicity for 
Boni & Liveright, book publishing 
house, has been promoted to a 
sweet job by that concern. Hanline 
becomes a vice-president and takes 
up his residence in London, to es- 
tablish closer contact between his 

concern and European authors. 


Circulation High—Ade Low 

Publication of the next A. B. C. 
figures will give the “Satevepost” 
a circulation of slightly over 3,000,- 
000, new high mark for that or any 
other American publication. Yet its 
advertising revenue is way off fr-m 
two years ago, due to inroads made 
by radio. 


Film Rights—Publishers 

Inasmuch as they do not share in 
the film rights money, many book 
publishers have eliminated the 
practice of sending pre-publication 
proofs of new works to the reading 
departments of the film companies, 
claiming it an unnecessary expense 
and a thankless effort. 

In numerous cases, the film rights 
to a book have been solid in this 
manner before publication. If the 
book proved to be a best seller or 
near best seller, the author often 
registered a complaint over the 


early sale of the film rights. He 


A NEW IDEA 
Versatility 


HOWARD 
20th 


IN PRESENTATION MUSIC 
Showmanship 


and His ORCHESTRA 


Successful Week at MERRICK THEATRE, JAMAICA, L. I. 


Real Music 


EMERSON 


CARLOS DOROTHY 


DANCING PAR VERSATILITY 
4TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR WITH FANCHON AND MARCO 


wait the value would have mounted. 

Unlike the play producer, the 
book publisher does not share in the 
film money of any work brought 
out by him. 


No Bronx New Daily 

That new daily for the Bronx, 
New York City, with a reported 
capital of $1,000,000 behind it, see..s 
definitely off. Emissaries from the 
backers c° the proposed sheet went 
around to the old-line newspaper- 
men and newspaper business men 
in the borough, armed with con- 
tracts for one year and more. None 
was signed as far as is known. The 
contracts were tendered before a 
site for the new sheet's plant was 
secured. 


Writers Feeding Free? 

A New Yorker reading the gush 
from Hollywood about the picture 
people must believe the writers out 
there are on the free list of one 
restaurant. Nothing else could ac- 
count for the continual mention of 
the eating place and the apparent 
publicity intent to attract transients 
to it when visiting Hollywood. 

That so and so at this table or 
that at lunch, who else were there 
and why everyone goes there, al- 
ways with the name of the res- 
taurant repeated, suggests that 
newspaper publishers either pay 
their staff enough to buy food for 
themselves and pay for it or tell 
them to lay off plugging eating 
joints, 


One More Can't Hurt 

Two young chaps in Hollywood 
feel that a daily film paper is neces- 
sary. 

They promoted a local printer who 
is going to get the newspaper out 
for them for a two-month period 
under the name of the Hollywood 
Daily Film World. 

The boys are Louis Jacobini, a 
former advertising solicitor on the 
Hollywood Filmograph, and Harry 
Modisette, who was with the Holly- 
wood News. 


English Correspondent Promotes 

Col. S. F. Jacobs, who represents 
the Amalgamated Press (Northcliffe 
Association of English newspapers) 
in Hollywood, has found time for 
a sideline. He is sponsoring the 
Players Screen Casting Directory 
which is similar to other casting 
directories that carry the likeness 
of players to the desks of the pro- 
ducers. 

Loys DeKoy is the editor, and 
F. J. O'Neil is to be known as 
the publisher. Jacobs, who is a 
very unassuming gentleman, is to 
be known as the manager. 


de Rohan in New York 
Pierre de Rohan, formerly of New 
Haven and more recently attached 
to a Camden, N. J., daily, has come 
across the Hudson to join the staff 
of the “Herald Tribune,” New York. 


Struble With Regionals 

Cc. D. Struble has become a vice- 
president and general manager of 
the Associated Publications. It’s a 
holding concern operating seven 
regional film trade papers in the 
middle west, south and southwest. 
Struble was formerly with the Na- 
tional Supply Company. 


“World” Wants Winchell 
A story around stating that the 
New York morning “World” has not 
as yet chosen its successor to Alex- 


has made a proposal to Walter Win- 
chell of the “Graphic” to follow 
Woollcott, who will leave the paper 
in May. This repo: comes from a 
conversation, said by some of those 
present to have beei. held by Bay- 
ward Sw. and Winchell in the 
Swope apartment during a recent 
party there. 

Winchell is under a long contract 
to the “Graphic” at a considerable 
increase of salary. That agreement 
was lately made when the Hearst 
forces approached Winchell to take 
over the dramatic department of the 
New York “Evening Journal.” 


Ryan Walker's W' Dies 


Ryan Walker, art editor of the 
New York “Grapl:>,” recently lost 
his second wife, the former Edith 
Lovejoy, 28, when she succumbed 
four months after giving birth to a 
daughter. Child alse died. The first 
Mrs. Walker was killed in an auto 
accident at a railroad crossing two 
years ago. 

Miss Lovejoy was at one time 
press agent for the Theatre Guild. 
She died in Boston, March 20, 


Tolleson to Try London 

Roy Tolleson, owner of “Running 
Horse,” New York, and half-owner 
of “Running Horse,” Canada, ex- 
pects to iaunmch a similar racing 
chart sheet in London next June. 

Aside from the racing publica- 
tions, Tolleson also maintains a 80 
per cent. interest in the New York 
“Morning Telegraph.” 


Hearst Cutting Down, Passes 


Press agents who peddle the 

movie house stuff in Milwaukee are 
going to find tough sledding if the 
edict of the Hearst newspapers, 
said to be genera] throughout the 
nation, stands up. 
Under the rule, all passes to 
Hearst newspapers must go through 
the editor in charge, and not more 
than one pair of pasteboards per 
night for any one show, legit or 
picture, ean be isgeued. Press agents 
for the various houses here have 
already been apprised by the Wis- 
consin “News.” 

Further, the passes, some of 
which heretofore bore the name of 
the person to whom they were 
issued, now can be issued to no 
individual, but, instead, in the name 
of the newspaper. 

The “Sentinel,” said to be under 
the Hearst guidance, although the 
management denies it, has issued 
no notice to this effect, however. 

The “Journal,” independently 
owned by a Milwaukee group, some 
time ago laid down rules for passes. 
It is known that Midwesco, which 
owns the bulk of the houses here, 
has been issuing only one set of 
passes per week, and those to the 


VARIETY ba: 
charged that if there has been a/ matic critic, relates that the “World” |critic. No one else on the shee® 


gets Midwesco passes, although 
some of the other p. a. lads are still 
giving the paper to the “Journal” 

While the ruling materially cuts 
down the free lst at the theatres, 
the p. a. departments are somewhat 
worried lest they iose some of the 
space they have been getting, due 
to the change in policy. 


Ralph Wheelwright, reporter on 
the Los Angeles “Examiner,” who 
always had a by-line on his stuff, 
has joined the publicity depart- 
ment of Metro-Goldwyn. 

Charles S. Stanton is managing 
editor of the Chicago “Herald and 
Examiner” (Hearst). T. V. Ranck, 
two years its m. e, has been moved 
to the Hearst New York office. 


W. M. Coudon has been appointe 
ed editor or “Paramount Studio 
News,” a four-page sheet printed 
each week for studio employees. 


Now a Sensation 
in the Southern States 


WE HAVE NO vy 
FILM PEDDLERS ee 


Ask the man who 

played it why it does 

more business on re- 
turn engagements 


JACK MULHALL and 
HELENE CHADWICK 


Send Us Your Date 


Percentage Only—A Road Show— 
Booking Anywhere Accepted— 
Large or Small 


SAMUEL CUMMINS 


Public Welfare Pictures Corp. 
723 7th Ave. New York City 


THE ONE AND ONLY 


BERNARDO JF PACE. 


MANDOLIN VIRTUOSO 
PLAYING PUBLIX CIRCUIT 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


ander Woollcott as its first line dra- 


ARMANDA CHIROT 


AND 


JOSE MERCADO 


THE BEST SINGERS ON THE PACIFIC COAST 
13 MONTHS WITH FANCHON and MARCO 


BARITONE 


OPENING THE MOST BEAUTIFUL OF AMERICA’S THEATRES 


THE NEW STANLEY, JERSEY CITY, 


THE ALEXIS 


with LUNIA NESTOR 


Week of March 24th, with Entire Stanley Tour to Follow 


Thanks to HARRY CRULL 


Personal Direction MOLLY CROUCHER, 119 West 57th Street, New York 
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Wednesday, March 28, 1928 


THE TRAIL OF ’98 


Metro-Guliwyn-Mayer production and re- | 


Robert Service's 


bease, based on 
Features Dolores De} 


novel of same name, 


Rio, Ralph Forbes and Karl Dane. Di- 
rected by Clarence Brown. John Seitz, 
photographer; Joe Farnham, titling. At 
Astor, New York, for twice daily $2 run 
starting Mareh 20. Running time, 127 
minutes, exclusive of intermission. 

Berna ..ccccece Dolores Del Rio 
Jack Locasto...e.e. Harry Carey 
Lars Peterson.....- Karl Dane 
Salvation Tully Marsha.} 
Samuel George Cooper 
Old Swede...... Russel] Simpson 
Mrs. Bulkey...... eceeeccere Emily Fitzroy 
Mr. Bulkey..cece Tenen Holtz 
Cesare Gravina 
Mrs. Polly Moran 


“Trail of '98" is going to be road- 
showed at $2 next fall and will get 
money at that figure. Its more 
spectacle than story. For that rea- 
son whether it will line up with the 
preceding Big Six road shows is a 
question. The most advantageous 
point in its favor in this respect is 
that J. J. McCarthy is handling its 
special career, Of this there can be 


no doubt. No prolog, a McCarthy 
habit. Bang! Right into the pic- 
ture. For program purposes the 


picture is there a mile. 

“Trail” probably holds more spec- 
tacular sequences than any of the 
real $2 pictures since “10 Com- 
mandments.” Yet, its story never 
brings a lump to the throat al- 
though, at various times, it grips. 
Dramatic intensity in the love 
theme is lacking until about the 
start of the final two reels. A 
touch of genuine pathos has some- 
times been found to be worth a big 
effect and that pathos, which makes 
the feminine eye damp and the 


male swallow once or twice, is | 


what “Trail” lacks, 

“Big Parade” was a natural after 
the first half of the picture, not be- 
cause of its corking war scenes but 
because of the interest involved in 
the characters and the unusual 
human script background against 
which they were etched in celluloid: 
“*"Way Down East” had its soul- 
stirring ice flow to the falls, which 
the screen has yet to top for both 
pure drama and action at one and 
the same time; “Commandments” 
had its color and the opening of 
the sea, although it is generally ad- 
mitted that the modern story of the 
second half put this one across at 
“Covered Wagon” 
possessed the foundation of a peo- 
ple opening up a territory, epic and 
understandable wherever the civil- 
ized brain functions; “Ben-Hur” 
unfolded its chariot race, famed 
story and superlative production, 
while who can deny that “Birth of 
a Nation” had all of these, and 
more? 

Then, on a basis of comparison 
with these six leading films of the 
industry, and this latest M-G-M 
super rates their measure, is it in- 
say that “Trails” 
closest parallel is “Wings,” a picture 
currently threatening to force its 
way into this select group? In ac- 
tual story the air film is weak, but 
holds two passages which make the 
women cry and seep under the mas- 
cul'ne skin. while the aeroplane 
warfare commands intense atten- 
tion. “Trail’’ doesn't reach this 
emotional peak albeit its spectacle 
high spots are inspiring, aided by 
Fantom Screen. That novelty screen 
twice mysteriously moves down 
stage to fill the entire proscenium 
opening and then retires, upstage, 
to continue the story on a normal 
16-foot “picture.” Hence, this lat- 
est of the big ones may be said to 
have its story shortcémings, is shy 
of that quality which makes an at- 
tendance consistently forget it’s a 
picture, but the spectacular scenes 
will see it through. 

No question that Brown, direct- 
ing, and Seitz, photographer, have 
accomplished great pieces of work 
in filming a snow slide and raging 
rapids. And the maximum presen- 
tation value for these scenes, 20 
minutes apart, is reached through 
the gradually magnified and mov- 
ing screen. The white avalanche 
appears to be slow-motion miniature 
technique, but is handled so real- 
istically that it seems as if the 
snow were hurtling into the laps of 

those in the orchestra. But none 
of the main characters are in danger 
80, as far as the story is concerned, 
= remains an “effect’—although a 
pip. 

The rapids are something else 
again. With Berna (Miss Del Rio) 
in a boat which gets out of control, 
Larry (Ralph Forbes) jumps from 


craft to steer his sweetheart to 
Nothing miniature about this 


imad water and if there’s any fake 
about it in the long shots, other 
the dummies, then it’s 


that have been 


than 
best 


amongst 
evolved, 
On the camera end, particularly 
limportant in this pieture, Seitz has 
turned out foot after foot of dou- 
ble photography and what hints at 
being glass “mountain” back- 
grounds, Excellent work which 
only falters to become especially 
obvious as the fleet of stampeders 
approach Dawson City by boat and 
in centering on the vessel the boy 
and girt are in. In a maze of so 
much trick stuff it’s remarkable 
that Seitz has turned out such a 
smooth job. 

The story doesn’t really tighten 
up until Larry returns laden with 
gold to find Berna become a dance 
hall girl and the victim of Locasto 
(Harry Carey), claim jumper and 
general menace. Bitter at the boy 
for having left her, Berna hurls the 
gold inte his face crying, “Every- 
thing’s too late.” This leads to a 
hand-to-hand battle between Larry 
and Loecasto that flashes the best 
finish any two-man screen strug- 
gle has ever had. The lover throws 
a kerosene lamp which strikes Lo- 
ecasto and explodes, covering him in 
flames so that he becomes a living 
torch. Plunging blindly out of the 
room, enveloped in flames, Locasto 
falls from the balcony on to the 
main floor of the dance hall, sets 
fire to the building and Dawson 
City burns. 

This is all packed into the last 
two reels, is standout action, new, 
and actually is the first chance the 
audience has had to submerge itself 
in the love interest. Extreme finish 
has Berna and Larry reunited and 
working a hydraulic mining com- 
pany in conjunction with Salvation 
Jim (Tully Marshall) and Lars 
Peterson (Karl Dane), Larry’s part- 
ners. 

First half of the picture, 66 min- 
utes, centers more on Salvation Jim, 
Peterson and Samuel Foote (George 
Cooper) than the love duo with 
the struggie to reach Alaska al- 
ways dominant. Brown's introduc- 
tion of the news of the gold strike 
spreading across the country is a 
sweet piece of showmanship in 
traveling the camera across a map, 
focusing on various states and then 
sharply irising in and out through 
this map to pick up the principal 
players as they start for the west 
coast and Alaska. Chilkoot Pass is 
worthy of getting the big screen 
and would be particularly valuable 
in the second half, during which 
this new effect is not used, if con- 
tinuity would permit. The boy and 
girl’s first sight of Alaska is also 
impressively handled by the camera: 

During this opening half, Brown 
has allowed the stampede to the 
north to smother Berna and Larry. 
When the levers are occasionally 
spliced in the tempo of the run- 
ning slows up, the result of pro- 
longed scenes between the two and. 
in turn, perhaps the outcome of 
somebody’s guilty conscience in 
having neglected this phase. Gen- 
eral theme, the rush for gold, is 
earried along evenly enough, but 
reaches that stage where everything 
is prone to become incidents. A 
bit where a youngster whistles to 
his dog he has sold Peterson, who 
is on'a boat, and the animal dives 
from the top deck to swim back, 
is a highlight among these. 

The second part, 61 minutes, also 
has its standout incidents, notably 
Foote’s death by freezing as he 
finds gold and after having made a 
deal with Locasto to fix it so Larry 
won't come back to Berna. Another 
is that of a brother shooting his 
brother when one returns with goid 
and refuses to split after pledges 
of sharing half and half. Cooper 
is exceptionally good in his bit and 
earlier runs up a score for himself 
in foiling for comedy with Dane. 

“Trail” has laughs. Divided be- 
tween Dane, Marshall and Cooper, 
the former runs away with these 
honors’ by means of an ex- 
cellent performance and a role of 
sufficient elasticity to permit him to 
go into a rage and wreck the claim 
registry office. Breaking up of the 
ice in the Yukon is also well done. 

First cast mention can go to Dane 
and Carey, the latter the least hoked 
heavy around in some time. Miss 
Del Rio’s name won't do this film 
any harm nor will her personz.) con- 
tribution. Held down most of the 
way, nevertheless when called upon 


the 


For 2 


The Jesse Crawford Organ Concert 


Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Crawford 


Vacationing 


Weeks 


she responds to make them remem- 
ber her. This looks like Forbes’ 
vest effort New York has seen, and 
Tully Marshall, as always, is stand- 
ard. 

A well put together score, stress- 
ing a march, is credited to David 
Mendoza and William Axt and with 
36 pieces in the pit it gets what it 
deserves. Orchestra is carrying 
two drummers, something even the 
Broadway musicals don’t bother 
about any more. Another aid is Joc 
Farnham’s titles. 

Fantom Screen, a device on roll- 
ers, is an improvement upon Para- 
mount’s Magnascope because the 
picture can double its size in mov- 
ing down front and then reduce to 
normal as its retreats up stage. Ail 
at will, Working in conjunction 
with a especial projector holding a 
wide angle lens, this illusion’s main 
achievement Hes in the reduction 
following the enlargement, no mat- 
ter if the public will only remember 
the big flash. Shrinking to normal 
size is done to take up the story 
and keep the characters from ap- 
pearing out of proportion. To help 
and mask the transition the screen 
comes forward and goes back on 
titles. 

Paramount’s use of its Magna- 
scope has been limited in that once 
the big screen is used it has to be 
retained. or the abrupt switch to 
normal is ridiculous. Comparable 
to the difference between standard 
and 16m film projection. Anyway, 
it’s a surety that no future M-G-M 
picture holding any spectacular fea- 
tures will ever come in without it 
for $2; other companies will un- 
doubtedly use it, if they can, and 
after the directors glimpse the pos- 
sibilities they'll “shoot” their big 
stuff with Fantom Screen in mind. 
A tremendous effect. 

Over $1,000,000 tied up in “Trail,” 

but this will come back, and plenty 
more with it. Its spectacular fea- 
tures assure this because, plus the 
new screen, there’s going to be talk 
and they'll go in to find out. Ab- 
sence of an emphasized love theme 
may make an extra effort for femi- 
nine trade necessary, but there'll 
be little hesitancy on the part of 
men in okaying it. 
“Trail” is shy of a strong love 
story, until its final 20 minutes, and 
a tear. Other than that it has 
everything—and J. J. McCarthy to 
handle it. Sid. 


MARIA MARTEN 


(or “The Murder in the Red Barn”) 
(BRITISH MADE) 

London, March 15. 
Gaumom-British picture. Produced by 
{deal Films, Ld. Directed by Walter 
West. Censors’ Certificate “A”. Running 
4me, 75 mins. Preview at the Palace the- 
atre, March 8. 

William Warwick Ward 
Maria Clark 


Hardly necessary to detail the rest 
of the cast, for this film does not 
matter that much. Supposed to be 
based on the “bath of blood,” stage 
meller recently played at the Ele- 
phant theatre downtown, It leaves 
out all the elements of drama which 
made the crude stage version a 
thriller. 

Suspense is almost entireiy lack- 
ing, no speed or punch, and the 
direction is so respectable that the 
atmosphere is lost, save for cos- 
tumes and wigs. 

Stage version told how Corder 
persuaded Maria to disguise her- 
self and leave home secretly to 
meet him at the Red Barn, where 
he slew and buried her. Film shows 
him explaining to her parents she 
had better slip away as a boy and 
meet him at the barn to go to Lon- 
don to be married. It does not seem 
to have occurred to the director the 
rest of the story contains no mys- 
tery or anything else after that. 

Acting, lighting and sets passable, 
but theme and direction without 
grip and interest. It will book here 
on its title. Frat. 


TWO LOVERS — 


United Artists release, produced by Sam- 
vel Goldwyn. Directed by Fred Niblo. 
Starring Ronali Colman and Vilma Banky. 

en the povel ‘‘Leatherface’’ by 
Baroness Orczy. Screen adaptation by 
Alice D. G. Miller. At Embassy, New 
York, March 23, on run. Twice daily, 

$1.65 top. Running time 100 minutes. 
Mark Van Rycke.......... Ronaid Colman 
Donna Lenora de Vargas....Vilma Banky 
e de Brulier 


Virginia Bradford 


Helen Jerome Eddy 
Madame Van Rycke......Eugenie Besserer 
Ramon de Linea...... eesescans Paul Lukas 
Meinherr Van Rycke, 

Balliff ef Ghent..... Esmelton 
Dendermonde Innkeeper..... Scott Mattraw 


Innkeeper’s Wife....Lydia Yeamans Titus 


The Colman-Banky combination 
in the lights plus the title leaves 
little to guess work as to the box 
office probabilities, regardless of 
story and construction. While the 
production does not rate in the spe- 
cial run class it seems likely to have 
@ profitable run at the Embassy of 
two or three months, considering 
the small house capacity and the 
drawing power of the starring team. 

In the picture houses, as a pro- 
gram release, its draw is assured. 
The screen yarn has been cut and 
patterned to one of the formulas 
always successful with the picture- 
goers. In addition are a couple of 
hot sequences which, in themselves, 
should draw attention locally and 
where they are allowed to remain 
in out of town. 

One scene shows one of the minor 


menaces chasing a up into 


a room. There he prepares to at- 
tack her, savagely tearing her dress 
around the shoulders and waist. It 
stops here with the appearance of 
Leatherface, masked avenger of the 
downtrodden Flems, who kills the 
attacker Ramon, following a grip- 
ping fight with knives. 

Other scenes guayanteed to rouse 
both feminine and masculine inter- 
est to a high pitch take place fol- 
lowing the marriage of the Span- 
ish governor’s niece and the Flem- 
ish bailiff’s son. 

Though married the girl does not 
love her husband and the boy sets 
out to win her confidence before 
assuming his rights as a husband. 
Bedroom scenes are enticing, espe- 
cially since the leading players 
register high power sex appeal in 
photography. Miss Banky gets the 
men and Colman is surefire with 
the women, though each scores 
strongly with both sexes. 

The only possible excuse for the 
use of the Baroness Orczy novel for 
story material, instead of telling a 
staff writer to grind it out in a 
week or two, may be that the pro- 
ducers feared a _ plagiarism suit 
from the author of “Robin Hood.” 
The same theme has been used in 
innumerable pictures, credited to 
various authors. It has been the ba- 
sis for the many Fairbanks pictures, 
“The Mark of Zorro” among others. 
All the producers got for their 
money is the period costume setting. 
Nothing in the picture warrants the 
title, which, though weak, will draw 
attention. 

Noah Beery is kept down to a 
stereotyped role and has evidently 
been watched by the wary director 
to prevent him stealing the picture, 
as in other instances in the past. 
But even as the usual heavy, Beery 
lends an air of distinction and 
character. 

Action is in the Netherlands in 
1572 when, according to the story, 
the Spaniards had dethroned the 
reigning prince and were exercising 
tyrannical power over the Flemish 
nation. 

Appears a strange figure, magic- 
ally out of the air in the most un- 
expected spots, clothed in leather 
jacket and mask, For this reason 
he was called “Leatherface.” His 
duties were to save the Prince of 
Orange every time he was threat- 
ened with capture by the Spanish 
soldiers and protect the peaceful 
unarmed Flems from the military 
marauders. 

The Duke of Azar was looking for 
an excuse to destroy the city of 
Ghent but hadn't specific proof to 
gain the King of Spain’s consent. 
He married his niece into the lead- 
ing Flemish family for the purpose 
of discovering treachery, getting 
the convent girl to agree by telling 
her she would end all strife and 
bloodshed if discovering the plans 
of the rebels. 

Thouch loving Ramon, a Spanish 
captain, Donna Lenora agrees to 
the plan. Mark Van Rycke (Col- 
man) wins her love but on finding 
him to be the despised Leatherface, 
tells her uncle. When learning of 
the Spanish pla> to burn Ghent, her 
sympathy reverts to her husband's 
people. She does a Paul Revere on 
a stormy night, warns the Flemish 
patriots and is instrumental in their 
regaining possession. Mori. 


OLD BILL 


(FRENCH MADE) 

made picture, released on this 
side by Red Seal Films. Producer, Edwin 
Niles Fadman. Story from Anatole 
France. Maurice de Feraudy, French dra- 
matic actor, starr. At ‘®th Street 
theatre (‘‘art theatre’’), New York, week 
of March 19. Used as program filler, sup- 
porting feature, ‘‘An Alaskan Adventure,’’ 
—— subject. Running time, 22 min- 
utes. 


“Old Bill,” or “Cranquebille” as it 
fs called in French, is crudé in its 
technical making; its photography 
is bad by American standards and 
its scenic production is extremely 
faulty. But these are minor defects 
as the fatal thing about it is that 
it is entirely unsuited to American 
audiences in subject, tone, atmos- 
phere and everything else. It runs 
but 22 minutes, which might sug- 
gest anything. 

What Anatole France wrote as a 
graphic sketch of a humble Paris 
peddler may have been a fine piece 
of writing, but it isn’t a picture at 
ail. The whole is alien to the thea- 
tre and especially to the screen. Its 
atmosphere is gloomy and sordid. 
action is petty and annoyingly 
trivial and it has no pictorial value. 

“Old Bill” is a peddler of vege- 


streets. He delays over one Sale 
and the gendarme orders him to 
move on. Policeman thinks peddler 
is impertinent and arrests him for 
taiking back. Bill goes to jai) fop 
10 days. 

In that time his customers forget 
him and his business drops. In 
desperation he is about to jump 
into the Seine when a street gamin 
whom he once befriended tn a boy. 
ish fight comes to his rescue, Eives 
him a meal and Old Bill goes about 
his business, telling the youngster 
he has saved his life. 

Picture hasn't a spark of comedy, 
nothing but a dreary recital of a 
dreary chapter in a dreary life, pic. 
tured in tone of utter realism that 
makes it even duller. Glowingly 
graphic perhaps on the written 
page can’t alter the screen imprese 
sion. Rush, 


THE BIG CITY 


4 
release. n Chaney starred. Betty Com 

son, Marceline Day and Ja : 
featured. 


Production an 


Chuck Collins..... Chane 
Dey 
-James Murray 


Helen «+--Betty Compso 
+++.Mathew 
Tennessee.. - Virginia Pearson 
Walter Percival 
cocece Edie Sturgis 


Not much better than a light. 
weirht underworld picture for 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer program ree 
lease, but with the possible novelty 
of showing Lon Chaney playing a 
human being in modern dress. That 
means Chaney is doing straight 
work with his own face in plain 
view. On that score “The Big City” 
should at least bring the week's 
average to any house without une 
due stage assistance. 

In fact, the players and playing 
are superior to the story. Latter is 
of the cheating-cheaters sort, with 
some tricks of crooks fairly inter- 
esting. For the picture itself the 
best that may besaid of it is that 
it ends with a laugh. That happens 
with a picture about twice yearly. 
Here Joe Farnham, in charge of 
captions, stuck in a corker at the 
finish. When the chief crook re- 
forms and tells his girl he’s going 
to marry her, she’s overwhelmed, 
Rushing toward him for a pleasure 
able hug, he repulses her, saying: 
“Listen! I ain’t going to buy you 
nothing. -I’'m just going to marry 
you.” It’s one of those wise titles 
the entire house gets. 

The film tale is of one outlaw 
gang using its wits against the 
other, starting in the hold-up of a 
cabaret, with one gangster leader 
using guns while the other uses 
his head. The head user wins out. 
Picture runs neatly in its several 


channels, but there’s not much to 
it, through the commonplace 
foundation. And no _ punishment 


for the wicked. 

Chaney as Chuck Collins, one of 
the crook leaders, is a consummate 
actor, in this as well as in character 
or otherwise. And at least in “The 
Big City” Chaney accepted a story 
he knew he’d fit. 

A most surprising performance 
is given by Betty Compson as 
Chuck’s girl, a much better piece 
of playing than Miss Compson was 
thought susceptible of performing 
She makes this role very effective 
and it’s second only to Chaney’s. 

Another excellent bit of work is 
contributed by Marceline Day, & 
boob among sharks. She’s blandly 
Mmnocent in looks and actions and 
a great contrast to the fly skirt of 
Miss Compson’'s. 

James Murray is again at the 
Capitol this week, probably his 
third or fourth consecutive appear- 
ance there, and each time in a role 
that suits him. That says the M.- 
G.-M. casters know their people 
Murray does better tn this than the 
others, although he must have 
grown tired in rehearsal of Chaney 
knocking him out. 

Mathew Betz plays- the other 
gangster chief with a furious scowl 
and makes it stand up. 

Around Times Square most at<- 
tention may go to Virginia Pear- 
son’s impersonation of Texas 
Guinan, as hostess of the nite club 
where little girls get bic hands or 
the collar. At times Miss Pearson 
really suggested Tex, but only at 


tables, hawking on the _ Paris 


times. The scenario writer for 
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me reason didn’t permit the im- 
personator to be as smart as Tex 
would have been, in a raid, hold-up 
or anything else, for Tex is always 
prepared for either or more in her 

te clubs. 

Walter Percival and Lew Short 
ably did the headquarters detec- 
tives who were always on the heels 
of the gangsters, but several rods 
away. Mr. Percival carries nicely 
the burden of that work, although 
wearing a mustache. 

Farnham’'s captions didn’t bid for 
Jaughs as a rule, but were aptly 
worded and suited, up to the laugh- 

ishing one. 
attention to “The Big 
City,” the heavy publicity should 
be placed upon Chaney as himself, 
without disguise, just to see the 
difference. It’s quite a difference, 
too, but the same Chaney, and 


finely supported. 


THE LOST SHADOW 


(German Made) 


Dear Little Exhibitor Boys and 
Girls:—Tonight Granny is going to 
teli you a bedtime story about a bad, 
bad man called Dapertutto; a great, 
strong, kind-hearted boy whose 
scenario parents had the bad taste 
to name him Sebaldus, and a charm- 
ing feminine creature answering to 
the fascinating appelation of Babby. 

All those little boys and girls who 
solved the mystery about Grand- 
father and whether he slept with his 
beard under the quilt will derive an 
equal amount of joy from the narra- 
tion of this tale. That is, if anyone 
can be interested in a hero called 
Sebaldus. 

This Sebaldus, or Baldy as he was 
ealled by his intimate friends, lived 
a great many years ago. I, person- 
ally, doubt the heroic propensities of 
the middle-aged, bulky, unromantic 
looking specimen such as Baldy was, 
but Karl Meyers, who wrote the 
story for Ufa, says he was a hero, 
and who can tell? 

Whatever his physical limitations, 
Baldy had a heart of gold and a 
set of fingers which drew the most 
entrancing melodies from a violin. 
So Baldy was in great demand 
among the aristocracy of his com- 
munity. 

Then there sprung up an intimacy 
between Babby and Baldy which 
rapidly blossomed into love—the real 
article, dear little boys and girls. 
No crack about it, because when 
Baldy saw his beloved through a 
window he always became excited, 
paced the floor of his dingy bedroom 
excitedly, tore up sheets of music 
which might have been symphonic 
masterpieces, thumped himself on 
the head violently and generally be- 
haved more lil-+ a nut than a hero. 
But the people in the Fifth Avenue 
Playhouse, where this story was 
spread on the screen last Wednes- 
day night, thought Baldy was doing 
@® song and dance. They laughed. 
How aggravating! 

Babby loved Baldy but she wanted 
him to tip his mitt so she made him 
insanely jealous by talking to a male 
cousin, grinning wickedly, whisper- 
ing in his ear, wiping her nose with 
his handkerchief and otherwise 
carrying on terribly unladylike. But 
since Babby looks like Louise Fa- 
zenda in comedy makeup, it is to be 
feared that the tragedy is not 
poignant. 

On this peaceful scene came Da- 
perutto, the shadow man. Tutty 
had lost his best shadow and couldn't 
put on his show. Quickly grasping 
the situation between Baldy and 
Babby he called the former into the 
garden and spoke: 

“Would’st win the hand of yon fair 
maiden e’en so that she «ill follow 
you like your very shadow?” or 
words of that kinc 

Baldy thought Tutty was the nuts, 
but he said, “Uh-huh.” 

“Then list,” commanded Tutty. 
And Baldy listed. 

AS @ result, Baldy signed away his 
shadow to Tutty. In return Tutty 
Whisked a magic violin out.of the 


air which he gave Baldy with the 
information that if he played on it 
Babby would follow him to the ends 
of the screen. 

That night Baldy and Babby 
walked into the garden. Suddenly, 
coming into the moonlight, Babby 
saw her shadow, but none from 
Baldy. Turning on him fiercely, she 
cried: “Unfortunate man, where is 
your shadow?” Before Baldy could 
ask her if a man hrd to have a 
shadow to get married, the girl did 
a faint. And all the guests pitter- 
pattered out of the, house to revive 
Babby, the gypped. 

For a while it looked sorta tough 
for Baldy. When the neighbors dis- 
covered he didn’. have a shadow 
they figured Lim and his violin a 
creation of the devil and went for 
him with * -isk-brooms and other 
instruments of period warfare cal- 
culated to put physical dents into 
the musical genius. On ‘op of that 
Babby went into a convent. 

It all worked out however. Baldy 
went near the convent, played his 
magic violin and the gal went with 
him, but on the condition that they 
find Dapertutto, give him back his 
evil instrument and regain Baldy’s 
shadow. 

Of course, this is alla play. Baldy 
is none other than the famous Paul 
Wegener, who played in “The 
Golem,” and still looks it. As a film 
attraction this story and the manner 
in which it was played proved 
amusing and caused continuous 
gales of merriment, ofttimes sup- 
pressed by more. serious-minded 
patrons of the Fifth Avenue Play- 
house who murmured something 
about the sanctity of art and so on. 

Granny will now quit you, little 
children, but promises to try to find 
out what causes continental pro- 
ducers to believe they can create 
motion pictures of a pleasing nature. 

Mort. 


RED HAIR 


Paramount production and release siar- 
ring Clara Bow, Featuring Lane Chand- 
ler. Directed by Clarence Badger and 
adapted from an Elinor Glyn story. Titled 
by George Marion, Jr., with Alfred Gilks, 
photographer. At Paramount, New York, 
week of March 7. Running time, 73 


mins. 

Judge Rufus Lennon...... Lawrence Grant 
Minnis Luther.,....... Jacqueline Gadsdon 


Independent out of town exhibs 
testify that Clara Bow hops into 
their houses and is a high rated 
name draw despite the second run 
and 90 days later clauses. “Red 
Hair” isn’t going to change that 
status on this round-eyed person- 
ality girl. Bow plus Glyn equals 
underwear, and that goes in this 
release, and plenty. 

Flaps and the wide-panted males 
will like it because it won’t make 
them think and Miss Bow hasn't 
looked as well in many a picture. 
A natural color start, featuring the 
star in a white bathing suit with 
her red hair against a blue sky, is 
symbolic of something or other— 
but what's more important will 
probably make many a guy strug- 
gle to remember that the wife and 
kids come first. 

Story doesn’t mean a thing other 
than it makes Clara a gold digging 
manicurist who presumably re- 
forms afer an aquatic rescue by 
Robert (Lane Chandler). 

Comedy complication is that Bub- 
bles (Miss Bow) has been consist- 
enly “taking” three middle aged 
desk holders who turn out to be 
the guardians of the wealthy Rob- 
ert. The quintet play bean bag 
with the situation until at the for- 
mal engagement party Bubbles gets 
steamed up over an ermine coat 
she has rented and starts throwing 
her sartoria! gifts back at the don- 
ers. 

This includes dress, stockings, 
undies, etc., until she’s subject to 
drafts except for an enfolding par- 
lor drape, Gagging the lady in 


GENE 


DANCING 


Featured on Opening Bill at the 


NEW STANLEY, 
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Thanks to MR. CRULL 


Direction LYONS & LYONS 


BILL 


MANIACS 


JERSEY CITY 
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ermine lets Bubbles fly into the 
garden with nothing but the cost- 
ly wrap about her, whence the guy 
from whom she rented the coat 
calls to snatch it back as a cop 
has informed it’s stolen and he 
must return it. It sends Bubbles 
into a garden pool for protection 
with Robert and a blanket finally 
the means of a second rescue. 

Picture could loose a full 1,000 
feet and have more punch. But 
Miss Bow's appearance here, better 
than she has looked in many a day, 
will square a lot of things. Chand- 
ler, featured, gives a straightaway 
performance upon which the star 
capitalizes, while Lawrence Grant, 
Claude King and William Austin 
do well as the three guardians con- 
stantly on the make for Bubbles 

Production is in proportion, with 
Gilks’ camera work giving it a 
break. Marion's titles step out 
every so often for attention. 

If Haines has to be fresh and 
Bow undressed, figure out (for 
yourself what'll happen if they ever 
do a picture together. Both are 
signed, sealed and delivered as to 
formula before their pictures open. 
Yet, they keep on dropping in to 
see ‘em. 

And Clara is still top 99 days 
later. That goes for “Red Hair,” 
too, Sid, 


VICTORY 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, March 16. 
Gaumont-British production. Presented 
by Cc. M. Woolf. Directed by M. A. 
Wetherell. Distributed by W. 
Ltd. Story by Boyd Cable. 
by Joe Rosenthal and F. Young. 
Certificate ‘U’’. Running time, 


Censors’ 
100 min- 


utes. Preview at the London Hippodrome, 
March 5. 

++see,»Moore Marriott 
Major King......ecees Walter Butler 


General von Doorn.,,...Grifith Humphreys 
Kapitan Herald 


After Wetherell made “The 
Somme,” he was regarded as one of 
the white hopes of British produc- 
tion. For this film under review, he 
joins the a. k. class. It is long since 
anything quite so poor, as is most 
of this motion picture, has been 
offered to a war-ridden public. 

Boyd Cable has taken all the 
crude elements of the most violently 
sensational wartime legends and 
thrown them into a semblance of a 
story. So thin, even then, is the 
structure on which Wetherell has 
built a scenario that the picture 
is at least one third padding. And 
padding with no motivation except 
to bridge bad continuity. 

The whole film is a farrago of the 
war fever period idea of Germans 
and their behavior, and can serve 
no purpose in peace time. Coming 
from an author who made a speech 
pointing to the need of a fair state- 
ment of the other side of the case, 
when a German war film was shown 
only four days earlier, the paradox 
is deplorable. 

Starting with the German ad- 
vance in ‘18, refugees are seen 
leaving their homes and the ele- 
ments of a story begin with a girl 
leaving her ruined chateau at the 
urgent request of a stranded British 
airman, who gets back to headquar- 
ters and is then deputed to drop a 
disguiséd Canadian officer over the 
enemy lines. His machine is brought 
down and with the spy he shelters 
in a cottage where lives a French 
agent of the secret service. Strangely 
enough, the cottage is close to the 
chateau, the girl has returned and 
the German headquarters are at her 
home. A lot of impossible stuff with 
secret messages sent by pigeons, the 
girl, at the demand of the Canadian 
officer, sacrifices her honor to the 
German staff captain in order to get 
some _ essential information, and 
when the German retreat begins the 
spy system is discovered and the 
Canadian is shot. The girl and aid 
officer are saved at the last mo- 
ment by the news coming through 
of the Armistice. 

Splendid shots of tanks in action 
relieve an otherwise weak film. 
Nothing is left out; comic paper 
|German soldiers, musical comedy 
|}cockney soldiers, humor concerned 
| with decayed fish and wounds in the 
| pants. 
| Except Moore Marriott, a minor 
'Lon Chaney in the matter of dis- 
guises, cast is ill fitted. Direction | 
gives the impression the director | 
felt the whole thing to be incredible, | 
except the war stuff. | 


It is to be hoped “Victory” will 
close the long list of war films. 
WOMAN AGAINST THE WORLD 
Tiffany-Stahl production release | 
| Directed by George Archainbaud Harri- | 
son Ford and Gertrude Olmstead featured. | 
From story by Albert Shelby Levino 
Continulty by Gertrude Orr. Chester | 
Lyons, cameraman. Edited by Desmond 
, O’Brien. One-haif double feature bill | 
Loew's New York, one day, March 
Running time about 60 minutes | 
, Senuyler Van Loan......... Harrigon Ford } 
Bernice Gertrude Olmstead 
Mortimer Crane.... Tooker 
Bere. dariing 
Reporter Hiers | 
City Clark | 
Maysie Hell éenvn y Rand 
Kiosemary Tiset 
Warden....-cres naries Ci 
Fairly suspensSive mellerdtramia | 


that can act as a substitute in those , 
houses unable to pay rental for the 


more notable features along this) 
| ife-sayed-from-hanging way., Can 
stand up for itself im the one-: 


dayers, although half the bill at 
Loew's New York when caught. 

It starts as u newspaper story, but 
jumps right into a murder mystery 
when a chorus girl is found dead. 
Through the girl reporter and the 
leads discovered by the police, a 
wealthy young man on his wedding 
night is torn away from his bride 
in the hotel suite, charged with the 
murder. He admits having called 
on the chorus girl that morning, a 
call that delayed his wedding two 
hours. He called at her request to 
pay off, which he did, giving the 
chorine $10,000 in cash. <A flash- 
back reveals it and denotes he 
committed no other crime at that 
time. 

Upon learning the facts the girl- 
bride walks out and divorces him 
before his conviction. Then com- 
mences the long suspensive grind 
of the man awaiting execution with 
the clock moving around as per 
usual, gradually reaching midnight 
of March 31, when the kid must 
swing. 

But there are developments after 
11 the same evening; the stoppage 
of the fast flyer, a confession ob- 
tained from the chorus girl's former 
chauffeur, a prisoner on the train, 
who killed the chorus girl, and also 
that day, her maid, with the girl re- 
porter persuading the warden over 
the phone to postpone the hanging 
just as the clock was at 11:59%, 
ete, 

It unfolds much better than the 
skeleton might lead one to believe. 
Though Gertrude Olmstead is co- 
featured on the main billing with 
Harrison Ford, Georgia Hale as the 
reporter runs away with the pic- 
ture. She had fallen in love with 
Schuyler Van Loan when first in- 
terviewing him. 

Miss Olmstead as the disappoint- 
ed bride has a triple-ply squawk in 
this picture. If Miss Olmstead 
were not well known, it might be 
her film finish. Her close-ups are 
terrible. At times she looks around 
60 and her facial features are 
really distorted by the photography. 

Lee Moran as the boy reporter 
competing with Miss Hale also 
runs ahead of Ford in the playing. 
Ford's role is unsympathetic, even 
though about to be hung. If the 
audience is not sore at him for 
giving up to the gold digger, it will 
be for having mixed with her in 
the first place. Harvey Clark plays 
sanely a city editor, and the city 
room of the daily on the screen is 
not made to look like wild hotsy 
totsies. 

A nice bit of direction is the 
forced confession with a blackjack 
threat from one of the detectives. 

Quite a bunch of anguish spread 
throughout, but the suspense is 
holding, sometimes a bit gripping, 
and a very good picture of its class. 

Pecullarly, perhaps, there is a 
hanging suspense sequence not 
altogether unlike this of “A Woman 
Against the World” in the current 
First National's release, “The 
Noose.” 


SQUARE CROOKS 


Fox production and release. Directed by 
Lewis Seiler under the supervision of Philip 
Klein. Adapted from play of same name. 
Cast includes John Mack Brown, Dorothy 
Dwan and Robert Armstrong. At the 
Broadway. New York, week of March 2. 
Running time, over 60 minutes. 


Moderately interesting program 
production if spotted in grade B 
houses or split weeks and in neigh- 
borhoods. 

Value of the picture rests almost 
entirely on one continuous piece of 
business, juggling of the missing 
pearls and hair-breadth escapes. 
Without action of any kind and only 
a slight love interest, the summing 
up leaves nothing but the foregoing 
conclusion ag to box-office possibili- 
ties. 

Only chance with a story of this 
kind was to build a central charac- 
ter. But here five different people 
and a juvenile player divide interest, 


With the baby drawing first honors. 

As a play “Square Crooks” drew 
moderately on its comedy, which 
has not been transferred to the 
screen, Story is of two crooks try- 
ing to go straight, with a bull 
throwing them out of jobs as soon 
as they get set by telling their em- 
ployers of their past. 

Soon after they are discharged 
from their last position a necklace 
is stolen in the home of their em- 
ployer, and the enemy sleuth insists 
on pinning the crime on the two 
boys, Vindication, a rewsrd and 
jobs result for a happy finish 

Mori. 


LITTLE BUCKEROO 


F. B. O. production and release starring 
Bugz Barton. Directed by Louis King from 
original by Frank Howard Clark. . Roy Es- 
lick, cameraman. In cast ts Peggy Shaw. 
At the Tivoll, one day, February 25. Run- 
ning time, 50 minutes, 

A little more galloping, shooting, 
roping and marrying than the ave- 
rage western. But “Little Buck- 
aroo” is a great deal better than the 
average because of directorial in- 
sistence to stick to continuity and 
because of the live wire kid star 
who plays into the hand of every 
newsboy and Boy Scout in the land. 

Youngsters in the Tivoll went 
wild over it and the average adult 
mentality in the audience also got 
a partial share of amusement. 

From the time the girl's prospec- 
tor father is shot on the desert to 
the time Young Buzz and his old 
side kick swear vengeance over the 
bones, there are a couple of stage 
coach holdups which introduce the 
girl and pave the way for conclud- 
ing action. 

One of the strangest marriages 
ever screened occurs in this picture 
when an unknown cowboy to save 
her from ruffians books her for the 
altar, practically ‘sight unseen.” 
Discovery of the villain by the 
youthful Buzz makes the marriage 
a successful one since it bares 
frameup after frameup and shows 
the old sheriff as the most suscep- 
tible of the village’s louts. 

All in all, gloriously hoked, but 
there 100 percent in the right 
western box office. 


WIFE’S RELATIONS 


Columbia production and release, Stas 
ring Shiney Mason. Directed by Maurice 
Marshall. In cast: Gaston Glass, Ben Tur- 
pin, Armand Kaliz, Arthur Rankin, Flore 
Finch, Lionel Bellmore, Maurice Ryan, 
James Harrison. At Loew's New York, 
half of double feature, one day, March 23. 
Running time, & minutes. 


Dusting off the old gags, ceilings 
that give way to the flow from 
broken plumbing, comics that flop 
down chimneys and fling meat 
cleavers, all of the stuff popular in 
two-reelers of yesteryear, are 
worked into this feature length in 
Columbia's “The Wife’s Relations.” 

More reminiscent than ever is the 
resurrection of Ben Turpin in chef's 
garb; the same old Ben, holding 
true to old form in hogging the best 
number of the loudest laughs. 

Without Ben the picture, even 
though it boasts one of those tried- 
and-true wealthy - daughter - poor- 
inventor plots, in which a bie house 
is borrowed to make a splurge with 
papa, would just be a dragged-out 
two-reeler. 

Flora Finch gets the hand with 
Zen. These two comics make the 
principals take a back seat because 
they, together with a couple of good 
titles, will sell it in many a@ second 
and third-run house. 

Bebe Daniels makes 
Home” as her next for 
ence Badger will direct. 


“Take Me 
Par, Clar- 


Cast of “Baby Cyclone,” M-G, di- 
rected by Eddie Sutherland, includes 
Lew Cody, Aileen Pringle, Robert 
Armstrong and Gwen Lee. 


Harry Braxton titling “Power,” 


Airected for T.-S. 


JOHNNY DUNN 


Switched from OPENING position to CLOSING 
By PAUL ASH 
at ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 


STOPPING ALL SHOWS 


T-H-A-N-K-S | 


WEEK MARCH 25, ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
WEEK APRIL 1, NORSHORE, CHICAGO 
WEEK APRIL 9, SENATE, CHICAGO 
WEEK APRIL 16, HARDING, CHICAGO 


and booked solid in all Publix Theatres 
Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 
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BAD BOOZE BLINDING GOOD 
TRAVELING VAUDE ACTORS 


No Official Record of Wood Alcohol Victims—Some 
Deaths Besides—Buying Poison Through Worst 
Channels—Many Sufferers in Secret 


Vaudeville actors through travel- 
ing about constantly are reported 
as frequent victims of poisoned 
booze. A colored two-act disbanded 
a eouple of weeks ago because of 
one of the partners losing his sight 
through bad gin. 

Unless cases are matters of offi- 
cial record following hospital treat- 
ment it is difficult to secure au- 
thentic information. Among actors, 
the casualties of poison 
hootch are well known. 

Several actors who have lost 
their sight continue to work. It is 
one of the tragedies of modern 
vaudeville. Especially embarrass- 
ing to other actors not knowing of 
the unfortunate one’s affliction is 
to hail them familiarly and jocularly 
and to have the blinded actor re- 
spond with a pathetic: 

“Who is it?” 

A straight man, formerly rated 
as one of the best in vaudeville and 
who suddenly disappeared a couple 
of seasons ago, is said to be hope- 
lecsiy blind. In some instances par- 
tial recovery takes some of the 
curse off but generally the wood 
alcoho! works all too thoroughly. 

The trouble seems to be that the 
actors, strangers in town, buy 
booze through the worst possible 
channels, There appears to be at 
least a dozen victims known to the 
profession and there may be more 
who have hidden away quietly. 

Besides those wlinded several ac- 
tors are said to have died within 
the last few years from alcoholics. 


Lew Cantor Still Trying 
Lew Cantor, vaude producer, will 
shortly launch another legit, “Phe 
Skul,” in rehearsal. 


A Positive Hit in “Hit the Deck” 
FRANK 


MITCHELL 


JACK 


DURANT 


MAJESTIC, LOS ANGELES 


Sensational Ball-Reom Dancers 


CARANAS and BARKER 
Headlining for Pantages 
2d Consecutive Year 


(Couldn’t Kid Joe Cook | 


After the end of the per- 
formance the other evening at 
the Cohan of “Rain or Shine” 
Joe Cook received a card in his 
dressing room merely bearing 
the name, Commander Richard 
E. Byrd. 

The comedian knew it was a 
practical] joke, but not to take 
that one chance in 1,000 it 


wasn’t, received his visitor. 
Mr. Cook up-staged and 
chilled the famous air ex- 


plorer, giving him an off-side 
nod and a loose handshake 
when he came in and again 
when leaving. About a 10- 
minute lapse between the two. 

It wasn’t until the next day 
that Joe, telling the house 
manager what the boys had 
tried to do to him, learned he 
had been called upon by the 
noted airman in person, who 
had bought his tickets for the 
show at the box office. 


q 


DOLL BRITTON’S JUDGMENT 


Leo de Valery Sends Rep. to Tell 
Judge He Was Busy 


Doll Britton, dancer, has brought 
suit against the de Valery-Tarasoff, 
Inc., for breach of salary contract. 
The defendant is represented by 
House, Grossman & Vorhaus. 

Leo de Valery, vice-president of 
the company, was served. When 
the case came up for trial March 
2 he did not appear. Instead Clara 
Smigel, employed by the corpora- 
tion, reported to the judge de Valery 
could not attend as he was in Jer- 
sey City opening a new act. 

Judgment was enterev. against the 
defendant and F. J. Herman, mar- 
shal, made a levy. 

When the matter again came up 
in court, Miss Britton was repre- 
sented by Frederick E. Goldsmith. 
Judge Chilvers held thit the de- 
fendant, although in Jersey City, 
was only one-half hour’s ride from 
the court and should have appeared. 
He upheld the judgment. 

The defendant’s attorneys have 
entered an appeal to a higher court. 


All-Girls at Palace 


The Palace, New York, will have 
an all-girl bill next week. 

Trixie Friganza and the Pari- 
; Sienne Red Heads top the femme 
| show. 


| ATWILL AS “NAPOLEON” 
Lionel Atwill will enter vaude- 
ville for several weeks in an ab- 
breviated version of “Napoleon,” 
pending completion of plans for his 
legit revival of “The Outsider.” 


CHARLIE JUDELS’ ACT 


Charles Judels is enter:..g vaude 


MILTON 


in a comedy skit, “Who Cares?” 
with two in support. 
M. Bentham handling. 


Phil Baker, who went out of 


America’s Foremost Singer and 
Fastest Russian Dancer 
Direction of HARRY PEARL 


“Artists and Models” in Chicago 
when Al Jolson stepped in, sailed 
for Europe last Saturday. 


ANDRE 


JORDY ALEER 


SOMETHING DIFFERENT IN TERPSICHOREAN CALISTHENICS 
FEATURED IN “REVUE UNIQUE” 
. TOURING PANTAGES CIRCUIT 


GENE 


KITAROS 


BILL MORRISEY STEWED 
IN COURT, FIVE DAYS 


Called to Testify for Friend— 
Told Who He Was—Sent 
Away—Mistrial Declared 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
Sheriff Traeger’s hotel located on 
top of the hill at Temple and Hill 
streets afforded Will Morrisey, ex- 
officio court jester, a five days’ 
bird’s éye view of Los Angeles and 
its environs because Will talked out 
of turn in Judge Schmidt’s court- 
room. 
Morrisey, operating the Kit Kat 
club in Culver City with Midgie 
Miller, appeared in court to testify 
in behalf of a friend who was be- 
ing tried on a charge of passing 
bouncing transportation checks. 
The friend was Daniel Leonard- 
son, at one time manager of the 
Morrisey Revue at the Hollywood 
Music Box. 
Leonardson, who was the Patsy 
in the transaction, had expected the 
check to be covered by a local the- 
atrical producer but it was not done 
and he was arrested. 
A jury was listening to the open- 
ing statement of an assistant dis- 
trict attorney when Morrisey ap- 
peared in court. 


Court Was Right 


He started with his formal the- 
atrical announcement: “Howdoo 
folks, Morrisey’s my name.” Then 
he continued, “Now, don’t anybody 
get up, it’s only me, Bill Morrisey, 
of the Kit Kat Club, and I just want 
to put a bug into your ear about 
Danny. He’s a good egg and don't 
wry him too hard. His foot just 
slipped trying to do the right thing 
for a lot of folks, that’s all. Give 
him a break.” 

Judge Schmidt and the court as 
well as the jury listened with awe 
to the statements of the champ 
master of ceremonies of California. 
Suddenly a bailiff grabbed hold of 
Will and ushered him before Judge 
Schmidt. 

The latter thundered out, “You’re 
drunk.” Morrisey with the disgusted 
Morrisey smile, said, “You’re not 
so dumb after all, are you?” 

The court replied: “You’re in con- 
tempt of court.” Bill replied, “An- 
other bull’s eye.” 

“This isn’t the first time. Five 
days in prison. Take him away 
Mr. Bailiff,” answered the court. 

Bill said, “Let’s go. Take me to 

Hickman’s cell. I know that guy 
Traeger and he'll see that I have 
a good rest.” 
Following the scene Judge 
Schmidt declared it a mistrial and 
ordered that a new jury be im- 
panelled. 


LOWRY’S HUSTLING VISIT 


Five Days on Coast—Sleeping at 
Studios Between Jobs 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Ed Lowry, St. Louis’ ace m. «¢., 
paid a hurried visit to Hollywood. 
He was here five days and is now 
en route to St. Louis. 

Press agents for various picture 
companies used Lowry for exploita- 
tion stunts to go in the Skouras 
Brothers houses. He also worked 
for cash at the Warner Brothers 
Vitaphone plant by making two 
records and showing himself a good 
looking leading man on the screen. 
Besides that, he made a hah dozen 
phonograph records for Columbia. 

Lowry, not to be adjudged a vag- 
rant, made the Biltmore Hotel his 
abode. However, during the short 
time here he only spent one night 
there, with the balance of the time 
used in work, sleep being caught at 
the various studios between jobs. 


DEMAREST IN F. N. FILM 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
William Demarest, former vaude 
comic who busted into pictures with 
Warner Bros., has been signed by 
First National to play the theatrical 
producer in “The Butter and Egg 
Man,” starring Jack Mulhall, 


REJOIN “G. V. F.” 


Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields 
have rejoined the “Greenwich Vil- 
lage Follies” upon the urgent re- 
quest of the Shuberts. 


Wm. Sully Back as Act 
William Sully, placed under con- | 
tract by Lew Fields for a musical 
production, without no place bob- 
bing up for him, 


is returning to 


vaude, 


Inside 


bind the option. 


neither since been heard from. 


lately. 


automobile. 


Nothing more has been heard regarding the Shoolman option on the 
Poli circuit that expired Jan. 3 last. 
short terms, with the report about Feb. 1 that Max Shooiman of Boston, 
representing a Jocal syndicate mostly composed of friends and relatives, 
had lost his deposit of around $450,000. 


It was renewed for a couple of 


It was given to S. Z. Poli to 


Another report about the same time that Keith-Albee might take over 
the Shoolman optjon or indirectly negotiate with Poli for his chain hag 


The N. V. A. club has been having a time with its clerical stat 
Three of the clerks are reported as having severed connections, 
One got a job with the new Lincoln hotel. All kinds of stories are 
around as to the whys and wherefores of the clerk’s stepping out. 


A young actress who starred in a recent flop had saved enough money 
in two previous productions to buy a small country home and buy an 
Today she is going the rounds of the casting offices, 
so much because she needs work, she says, but because ghe can’t 
tolerate idleness. A good routine for some other of the bright lights, 


Not 


New Coast Booking Agency 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
Frank L. Newman, who recently 
retired as managing director of the 
Metropolitan to go into the finance 
and mortgage investment business, 
found it did not take enough of his 
time. He is now back in show 
business, 
Newman has formed an alliance 
with Leonard Goldstein, formerly 
with the Arthur Spizzi Agency of 
New York and Benny Rubin, cur- 
rent m. c. at Loew’s State, to open 
the Paramount Theatrical Agency. 
It will book talent for variety 
stages. 
Al Boasberg and Andy Rice are 
the material writers. Also associ- 
ated is Buddy Cooper for songs. 


Officials Stop Kid Act 
Billed as “Midgets” 
Palmer, Mass., March 27, 


“Miniature Revue,” carrying a 
cast of seven kiddies ranging in 
age from six to 10 years, ran up 
against child labor law regulations 
when playing a local house here. 
Act, turned down by independent 
agencies for other than club dates, 
because of the labor law angle, was 
booked out of the K-A-O Boston 
agency and exploited as “midgets.” 

Billing didn’t fool the local offi- 
cials who stepped in and closed the 
act after the opening performance. 


DUNCANS RESTING 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

After winding up their vaude 
tour for Pantages, Duncan Sisters 
have returned to Hollywood and 
contemplate resting several weeks. 
It is likely that Vivian will make 
a short trip abroad while Rosetta 
remains here, 


JESSIE MACK IN SARANAC 


Haverill and Mack have been 
compelled to dissolve their vaude 
partnership, through the illness of 
Jessie Mack, who has been ordered 
to Saranac, N. Y., by her physician. 

Haverill will continue the former 
act with Betty Ross as partner. 


Frankie Wilson’s $10,000 Claim 
Chicago, March 27. 

Frankie Wilson, of vaudeville, has 
filed suit for $10,000 against the 
owner of the building in which she 
resides, 

Miss Wilson claims she broke her 
arm and received other injuries 
when slipping on icy steps. 


WESTON AND LYONS AND 
KAHNES FIGHT IT OUT 


New Orleans, March 37. 
Weston and Lyons and Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry Kahne engaged in a 
general melee here, the outcome of 


tension between the two turns that. 


has been aggravated during a long 
tour on the Interstate time. 

Bickering and quarreling that had 
been in progress climaxed when 
Collette Lyons clashed with Harry 
Kahne during the week at the iocal 
Orpheum. Mrs. Kahne joined in 
the verbal duel and then Weston 
became involved in an angry four- 
some. 

At the height of the wrangle 
Weston reverted to his former pro«- 
fession of prize fighter and con- 
nected with Kahne’s eye. Mrs. 
Kahne tried to come between the 
two men and acidentally was 
struck. Both the Kahnes finished 
the week with discolored eyes richly 
painted up. \ 

The next move was a complaint 
to police by the two Kahnes, but 
before the hearing came up the 
affair was smoothed over, the two 
acts were persuaded to be friends 
again and. they will continue on 
their interstate bookings together 
for another two weeks. 
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Management 
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ASHLEY PAIGE 


“MASTER XYLOPHONIST” 


THIS WEEK (MARCH 26) 
KEITH-ALBEE PALACE, NEW YORK 


Direction BILL COWAN, AL LEWIS OFFICE 
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MRS. ALLEN DRAGS 


HERSELF, 


EDGAR AND PEACHES INTO PRINT 


Sends Husband’s Personal Effects to Peaches’ Hotel 
—K-A-O Doesn’t Like Publicity on Notorious 
Freak Act It Booked Because of Publicity 


After creating Peaches Browning 
as a vaudeville headliner in New 
York, Edgar Allen, the Fox booker, 
found himself co-headlined in the 
New York dailies with the notorious 
Peaches as a result of Mrs. Allen’s 
eviction of her husband Sunday 
from their Larchmont, N. Y., estate. 

The wife, formerly Katherine 
Murray, known in vaudeville and 
musical comedy as &% prima donna, 
alleged Allen and Peaches are too 
romantically inclined and shipped 
part of her husband’s belongings 
to the Forrest hotel on West 49th 
street where Mrs. Allen assumed 
her husband was. Peaches is reg- 
istered at that hostelry but Allen, 
while having been located there in 
the past, is homing in the Alamac. 

The slant the dailies overlooked 
was that the rift in the Allens’ 
domestic affairs culminated an im- 
pending matrimonial] break. As far 
back as five years, Julius Kendler, 
attorney for Allen, had been in- 
structed to draw up a separation 
agreement... It gives the vaudeville 
booker an out on any ensuing litiga- 
tion, although Mrs. Allen is finan- 


cially well fixed through a reputed. 


$200,000 inheritance some time ago. 

It was soon after this inherit- 
ance that the Allens bought their 
sumptuous Larchmont home and 
grounds, the building being Broad- 
way-famed for its miniature nite 
club in the cellar with the usual 
trimmings. 


Mrs. Allen Told 


Mrs. Allen, who is being attended 
by a doctor and has had Millicent 
Zapps as her nurse and traveling 
companion for the past five years, 
is believed to have spilled the story 
to the press in an unguarded mo- 
ment. 

Allen’s opinion is that his wife 
sanctioned the publicity in anticipa- 
tion of a professional comeback. 

Allen further suspects that Ed- 
ward S. (“Daddy”) Browning may 
have inspired it through “ribbing 
up” Mrs. Allen as a means of re- 
taliation against the Fox booker. 

Peaches had instituted a fraud 
action against ‘“‘Daddy” Browning, 
alleging that prior to their marriage 
the realtor had transferred all of 
his property to a dummy corpora- 
tion which he controlled. All but 
one piece of property was left in 
his (Browning’s) name, and that 
only because the county clerk’s of- 
fice closed that afternoon and 
Browning had to keep his date to 
marry Peaches on the morrow. 

Allen believes that in retaliation, 
under the impression that he was 
the one who precipitated Peaches’ 
supplementary legal proceedings 
against her ex-husband, Browning 
advised the shaken Mrs. Allen that 
her husband was running around 
with the girl. 


Peaches Slandered 


Peaches, in turn, has instructed 
the Daniel! Cohalan law office to 
institute a suit for slander against 
Mrs. Allen as a result of her quoted 
anNegations. 

Mrs. Allen, after the reports were 
printed, repudiated the statements 
but later reaffirmed them when she 
found that her personal and other 
efforts for a _ reconciliation with 
Edgar were turned down. 

Allen told the daily reporters that 
his wife was fully aware of his 
business interest in Peaches as a 
freak attraction for vaudeville; that 
he made possible Peaches’ opening 
at Fox's Academy of Music, where 
she clicked to the extent that the 
S8taid Keith-Albee bookers  con- 
tracted fer Peaches at $1,500 a week 
On a percentage arrangement of 
50-50 over the average house bust- 
ness in each stand, reaching as high 
as $6,000 for the girl on the N. Y. 
Hippodrome week. 

Peaches is current at the K-A 
Broadway and doing heavy trade 
from the opening day. Whether the 
publicity will react is being closely 
watched by K-A, which is dubi- 
ous, for some strange reason, about 
further bookings, owing to the cur- 
rent publicity. This is a big inside 
laugh to the mob. 

Allen pulled a laugh on Danny 
Simmons, K-A booker, which the 
latter took literally Monday after- 


(Continued on page 44) 


ALFRED CUMMINGS JAILED 


Former Wife Caught Him in Brook- 
lyn—Owes Much Alimony 


Alfred Cummings, of Cummings 
and Clarke, was arrested upon a 
civil warrant before the matinee at 
the Supreme, Brooklyn, N. Sat- 
urday, through having been in ar- 
rears of alimony payments to Ada 
Mae Cummings. The actor was 
lodged in Raymond Street Jail, 
Brooklyn, pending posting of $1,500 
bond. 

The Cummings had been a vaude 
team for several years prior to their 
marriage in 1920. Two years after 
marriage, Mrs. Cummings retired 
from the stage, and Cummings 
formed a vaude partnership with 
Mabel Wood, with the latter named 
by Mrs. Cummings in her divorce 
proceedings a year ago in Brooklyn. 
The divorce was uncontested, with 
Mrs. Cummings awarded a decree 
and $50 weekly alimony for herself 
and two children. — 

According to Mrs. Cummings, her 
ex-husband defaulted in payments 
for several months, and his where- 
abouts had been unknown until she 
had read he would act at the Su- 
preme, Brooklyn. 

Raymond J. Riley, of 44 Court 
street, Brooklyn, is attorney for 
Mrs. Cummings. 


MORE IN COOGAN MESS 


But Mrs. Bernstein’s Divorce Trial 
Still Somewhat in Future 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Further arguments in the Jack 
Coogan-Arthur Bernstein domestic 
difficulties were made in depositions 
taken by Charles R. Cradick, attor- 
ney for Mrs. Corabel Bernstein. 
Mrs. Lillian Coogan made a general 
denial to Mrs. Bernstein’s charges 
that she enticed Bernstein from 
home and family. Bernstein’s state- 
ment, while contradicting his wife’s 
complaint, admitted being with 
Mrs. Coogan on many occasions but 
denied misconduct: Their mutual 
trips by train, mentioned by Mrs. 
Bernstein, were put down by her 
husband as business only. 

Jack Coogan, Sr., was noticeably 
absent when the depositions were 
taken. 

Meantime, Mrs. Bernstein's di- 
vorce action and $750,000 balm suit 
against Mrs. Coogan is pending, 
with the probability it won't be 
heard in open court for several 
months yet. ~* 


Jubal Early Reported 


- Marrying Lumberman 
Detroit, March 27. 

Jubal Early, formerly Bryal and 
Early, but now doing a single, will 
be married shortly to Ellison Clough, 
reputed wealthy lumberman of War- 
ren, Pa. 

Miss Early and Carl Bryal were 
divorced here in 1925 after 12 years 
of marital and professional part- 
nership. Miss Early says she will 
retire from the stage upon conclud- 
ing her current Pan route. 

The two children are with the 
mother. 


Mrs. Mandell Released 


Kansas City, March 27. 

Mrs. Jacques Mandell, 26, dancer, 
from Chicago, arrested here on re- 
quest of Chicago authorities, who 
claimed she had jumped bond on a 
bigamy charge, was released from 
the county jail here on a writ of 
habeas corpus, 

The court held that as she had 
been held since Mareh 9 and the 
Chicago officers had not sent for 
her, she should be released, 


Willie Shea with Coutts 

William Shea, K-A-O booker, 
who left the latter agency last week, 
will affiliate with John Coutts, inde- 
pendent booker. 

He will assist Coutts in booking 
jthe Coutts read shows und split 
iweek stands. 


DE GROOT 


Press opinions on the All-English 
Bill at the Palace, New York, Jan. 
23, 1928: 

“De Grott, celebrated violinist 
+ « » Was practically the only per- 
former not making a speech, though 
he could easily have responded as 
there were numerous encores ... 
A hit of brilliant class to an all- 
round excellent bill."-—NEW YORK 
“MORNING TELEGRAPH.” 

“De Groot Trio . .. Putting an 
absolute stop to the show, the 
three-some were on the stage for 23 
minutes ... For a straight-away 
instrumental trio, these men un- 
questionably hung up an endurance 
record on the palace Theatre stage 
- . . by holding it for 23 minutes 
and stopping the show.”—‘VARI- 
mee. 


FRANK VINCENT OUT 
AS K-A-0 COAST REP. 
James to 


Post—Vincent for Years 
With Orpheum 


Los Angeles, March 327. 

Frank Vincent has resigned as the 
general coast representative of the 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum Circuit. He 
will be succeeded by James Mc- 
Kowan, now representing the chain 
at Vancouver. McKowan will move 
to the K.-A.-O. offices here. 

Vincent, from the report, intends 
engaging in the brokerage busi- 
ness. He is independently wealthy, 
and the story is that his resignation 
followed an attempt of K.-A.-O. to 
economize on his salary. Vincent 
has been with the Orpheum Circuit 
for years. For most of that time 
he was general booking manager. 
About two years ago he realized a 
long cherished ambition to lve on 
the coast when given the leading 
Orpheum post for this territory. 

McKowan has steadily won pro- 
motion in the Orpheum ranks since 
leaving New York, where he was a 
vaudeville agent ,to assume an 
Orpheum’s house management. 


Gertrude McCushion Wins 
$20,000 from Kerekjarto 


Cleveland March 27, 


A verdict of $20,000 in her $50,- 
000 suit for breach of promise to 
marry was given to Gertrude Mc- 
Cushion here last week, against 
Daci Kerekjarto, the violinist. 

Immediately upon the judgment 
being recorded Derekjarto left 
town. He mentioned he’s broke 
and a $20,000 judgment against him 
is a gag in his financial life. 

Miss McCushion is of Gertrude 
and Dorothy McCushion, vaudeville 
act. She alleged the fiddle player 
promised to marry her. Instead he 
recently made the owner of a local 
tea shop chain his bride. 


MORE K-A-0 CUTS 
Chicago, March 27, 


Loca] Orpheum office has acted 
on an order to release all auditors 
and bookkeepers, with the excep- 
tion of J. Northeott. Latter will 
be retained to handle the Chicago 
books, 

This is the second wholesale cut 
under the new K-A-O combine, 
press department being the first. 


Hayes-Harrington Dissolve 

Hayes and Harrington have dis- 
solved partnership after 10 years. 
Leo Hayes is retiring from show 
business to enter the real estate 
business, 

Lew Harrington will continue the 
forrner act with Bddie Fitzgerald 
has partner. 


— 
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Travel Over Country 


Creation of Position for Tink Humphries—Continual 


Looking at Keith-Albee- 


Orpheum Theatres and Shows 


HARRY O’NEAL BREAKDOWN 


Removed from Theatre to Hospital 
—Among Best “Straight Men” 


Harry O'Neal, regarded as one of 
the best straight men in the busi- 
ness, suffered a sudden mental 
breakdown last week while with 
“Artists and Models” at the Winter 
Garden. 

O’Neal had actea strangely for a 
couple of days, culminating when 
appearing in Jack Pearl’s dressing 
room and ordering Pearl out. Mem- 
bers of the company realized O'Neal 
was in a serious condition. He is 
under treatment at the Jewish 
Memorial Hospital, New York. 

O’Neal is a brother of Jimmy 
O’Neal, former Chicago agent. 
Harry previously had been straight- 
ing with Harry Steppe for some 


years, 
O’Neal’s condition yesterday 
(Tuesday) was. still serious, al- 


though the attending physicians be- 
lieved if he can hold his own for 
several days he will recover. 
O’Neal was married about six 
months ago to Coleste Stewart, pro- 
fessional. 


WIFE SUES JOE JACKSON 


After $10,000, Agreed Upon When 
Couple Separated in 1922 


Joe Jaekson, tramp comedy bike 
rider, now in a Publix unit, was 
served at the Paramount, New 
York, Friday with papers calling 
for his legal payment of $10,000, re- 
ported in arrears to his wife, Marie 
Rialto, in vaudeville as a single. 

The Jacksons entered into an 
agreement in February, 1922, when 
they separated, whereby he was to 
pay his wife $50 weekly until Sept. 
2 of that year. 

Another agreement in September, 
1924, was made when Mrs. Jackson 
started an action to recover in- 
stalments agreed upon in 1922. 
Jackson agreed te pay $300 and 
sign 12 promissory notes of $100 
each, payable monthly. 

Through her attorney, Frederick 
E. Goldsmith, Mrs. Jackson is suing 
on the original agreement, amount- 
ing to around $10,000. 

The case ts scheduled to be tried 
in the Supreme Court of New York. 


Wed 5 Days, Went to 
Buy Paper—Missing 
Schenectady, N. Y., March 27. 

Robert S. Armstrong, vaudevillian, 
is the other half of an Enoch Arden 
case now pending in Supreme Court 
here, with papers filed in county 
clerk’s office by Samuel Levy, law- 
yer, on behalf of Mrs. Ruth Ellen 
Armstrong, of Scotia, Mrs. Arm- 
strong asks dissolution of her mar- 
riage on grounds of desertion, ab- 
sence, and a few other things. 

In December, 1921, the defendant 
was appearing at the local Proctor’s 
theatre, now the Wedgeway, and 
the girl was living with her parents 
in Seotia. Bells and orange blos- 
soms were in order Aug. 7, 1922, and 
Armstrong was still in vaudeville 
Couple went to Kingston, where he 
was booked to appear, and regis- 
tered at the Stuyvesant Hotel in 
that town, according to the papers. 
After five days of wedded bliss 
hubby left the room to buy a paper. 


It must have been the North Pole 
Gazette, for wifey has not seen him 
since. 


Complaint further sets forth that 
not content with abandoning her, 
Armstrong relieved her of cash and 
jewelry when he went to buy the 
paper, and she had to write home 
for fare, Hotel also tried to help 
her, as hubby overlooked the for- 
mality of paying the bill. Case i 
set for hearing in Supreme Court 
Apri) 14. 


Dance Team for Film 

Los Angeles, March 

Deno and Rochelle, vaude 
team, signed by Fox to do a nuin- | 


ate 


danes 


ten 


ber in the forthcoming Sa 
Cohen-Jack Pennick picture. 
Stoloff Cirecting. 


Chicago, March 27. 
A position created for the first 
time by the Kerth-Albee-Orpheum 


merged circuits is that of general 


theatre supervisor, with Tink Hum- 
phries awarded the plum. 

The appointment is reported lo- 
cally as a complete surprise to 
Humphries, who has been the K.-A, 
general representative. His selection 
is said to have resulted from the 
uniform prosperity of the houses in 
this seetion booked through the lo- 
cal Humphries office, particularly 
the Butterfield houses in Michigan. 

Humphries will have headquar- 
ters in three cities: New York, Chi- 
eago and Los Angeles. His duties 
will keep him consantly on the go. 
In moving over the combined cir- 
cuits Humphries will inspect and 
advise on theatre operation and 
bills, his expert knowledge being be- 
lieved most advantageous to the 
circuit at large in this manner. 

Ben Piazza will go into full au- 
thority as the Chicago K.-A.-O. rep- 
resentative through Humphries’ 
constant absence. He is expected 
here Saturday from the coast. De- 
spite Humphries travelling the lat- 
ter will be available to Piazza at 
all times for information anu advice 
regarding the middle-west section. 
Piazza is fairly familiar with it, but 
Humphries knows it backward. 


Tink Humphries as travelling Aah 
pervisor of an entire chain from 
coast+to-coast will be the only man 
holding that position in the coun- 
try. He frequently has been spokes 
of as advisable by nearly all of the 
big circuits, but none previously had 
placed it in effect. 


NEW WASH. POLICY CHANGE 


Keith’s Now 6 Acts With Film Be- 
fore and After 
Washington, March 27. 

After crashing the front pages 
with announcements of a continu- 
ous’ policy, local Keith’s has 
switched to a modified two-a-day. 
This ineludes the running of the 
feature picture four times daily be- 
fore and fter six acts of vaudeville, 
two acts going to make room for 
the picture. House now opens at 
one and seven. Policy went in yes- 
terday, Monday, after house was 
closed Sunday. 

Switched is traced to change in 
policy in Baltimore from the now 
existing three-a-day there to four- 
a-day. Original plan was to route 


ithe outfits as units into here. 


New plan lifts the admission 
scale locally to $1 top at night and 
a 50 cent matinee. It was previ- 
ously set to go at 75 cents top for 
the grind, this being a “paper” re- 
duction, due to tricked seale, of 50 
per cent. 


CHRISTY’S BURNED OUT 
Mason City, Il, March 27. 

Tom Christy's vaudeville show, 
headquarters in Springfield, was 
burned out the night of March 22 
with a loss of $3,000 when fire swept 
American Legion hall here, 

Christy said the loss represented 
nearly everything the show owned 
and that the members were prac- 
tically stranded. They reached their 
headquarters. 


Joyce Mayo Booking 
Joyce Mayo, former wife of Frank 
Mayo, picture star, has entered the 
booking business 
Andy Wright. 
She is specializing 
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VAUDEVILLE 


34 VARIETY March 28, 
NEW ACTS hn Nan Bookers and Houses Jim Jeffries Pan Act 
an ’s l ames 
Jessie Busley and Arnold Roberts, (7) Los Angeles, March 27. 
James J. Jeffries, former heavy- 
B-act. Los Angeles, March 27 Under Danny Simmons’ supervi- | weight champion, has been signed 
*Brevities of 1928," 20 people, fea- Alexander Pantages is going after , sion, subject to Eddie Darling, the by Pantages for a seven weeks’ tour 
turing Flevie Hutchison and Mon- |@!l the picture names he can get =o LS = houses allotted to Keith-Albee- beginning April 16. 
es epee for his circuit. Right now there Orpheum bookers are as follows: Jeffries will do a boxing act with 
are probably more film actors play- Booked by Simmons—Jeff Davis, |his brother, Jack. Following his 
Betty Felson (not Broderick) is) jing for him than for any other Flatbush, Madison, Prospect, Re- | vaudeville engagements in this 
shortly to appear at the head of } circuit. : gent, Tilyou, Far Rockaway. country, Jeffries will go to Europe. 
anew production act. Most recent to go to work for William Hanrahan, Albee, River- 


Pan is Maurice Costello, who open- 
ed in Tacoma in a sketch. This is 
the first time Costello has appeared 
on a stage on the coast. Gareth 
Hughes, another screen actor, em- 
barks on a vaude tour for Pan this 
week in San Francisco and will then 
be routed east. Herbert Corthell, 
who recently appeared in Hollywood 
in the musical, “The Morning 
After,” opens for Pan at his local 
house next week. 


Bert Bertrand and Gertrude Ral- 
ton, from burlesaue. 

Dick and Mary 
Laurie, Jr. 


Ryan, act by Joe | 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


PLAYING 
KEITH-ALBEE-ORPHEUM 


Direction WILLIAM JACOBS 


Timberg Producer 


Herman Timberg will produce 
for vaude and vaudfilm houses. 

The comedian has retired from 
the stage. e 


Joint Producers 
Raphael Barish and William Hor- 
\lick have formed a combine as 
vaude producers. 

Both formerly produced on their 
own, With Parish having a number 
;of European importations under his 
wing. 


Hope-Nordstrom As Act 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
Peggy Hope and Clarence Nord- 
strom, recently teamed on the Coast, 
opened for Pantages at his local 
house. 
Turn is routed east from here. 


TINSEL 
METAL CLOTH 


FOR DROPS 


36 in. wide at 75c a yd. and up 


A full line of gold and silver bro- 
cades, metal cloths, gold and silver 
trimmings, rhinestones, spang les, 
tights, opera hose, etc., etc., forstage 
costumes, Samples upon request. 


J. J. Wylie & Bros., Inc. 


(Successors to Siegman & Weil) 
18-20 East 27th Street 
NEW YORK 


“ It’s 


A popular songwriter says: 
a mystery to him how he does it, 


but ignorance of the law is no 
excuse.” 


WHO SAYS SO? 


BARTON 


Marcus Loew 
BOOKING AGENCY 


General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANN 


160 WEST 46"ST: | 
BRYANT: 9850~NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 


CHICAGO OFFICE 
600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 


Probably Send Standard 
Turns Remaining to 


Other Circuits 


A 20 per cent. chop on all acts, 
names excepted, with salary set at 
over $1,000 weekly on the Keith- 
Albee-Orpheum Circuit has gone in 
on renewals now and for next sea- 
son. 

The present economy edict fol- 


lows a previous setting of $850 
maximum for flash acts but with 
the present ruling effecting two and 
three-act comedy turns. 

Several acts winding up previous 


‘|contracts for K-A-O and angling 


for additional time this season and 
next were appraised of the new 
chop arrangement. The acts af- 
fected have passed up their re- 
newal option and are making ar- 
rangements elsewhere. 

With reported chop in it looks 
as though many standard acts will 
bolt to other circuits next season 
in addition to the 100 or more 
standards, including many box of- 
fice draws, that have already swung 
over this season. 


Golde’s Prospects Are 
15 Split Houses to Start 


Larry Golde, who bolted K-A-O 
as booker to enter the booking field 
on his own in the Bond building, 
is concentrating upon field work for 
the next couple of weeks before be- 
ginning bookings for houses already 
lined up. 

Despite Golde’s secretiveness on 
houses lined up presumably be- 
cause of present booking arrange- 
ments, it is figured Golde will have 
at least 16 split-week stands, as a 
starter for his independent vaude 
circuit which he will launch next 
month, 

Included in Golde’s list, accord- 
ing to report, are several of the 
Schwartz chain on Long Island cur- 
rently booked by the Pantages 
Agency, New York, and also sev- 
eral of the Stanley-Fabian houses 
in New Jersey, which Golde 
formerly bookea out of the K-A-O 
agency but are reported swinging 
to Golde when the existing K-A-O 
booking arrangement expires. 


SIDARE 


DANCER EXTRAORDINARY 
Featured by FANCHON and MARCO 


EDDIE 


ROGERS 


“FOR NO REASON AT ALL” 
Now Playing for Alex Pantages 


side, 81st St.; 
Jersey City. 
Mark Murphy—Proctor’s 86th St., 
5th Ave., 125th St., Newark, Mt. 
Vernon, Yonkers, New Rochelle, 
White Plains. 


Paddy Schwartz—Orpheum, Bush- 
wick, Greenpoint, Royal, Brooklyn; 
Newburgh, Poughkeepsie. 

Steve Trelling— Hippodrome, 
Broadway, Coliseum, Fordham, 
Hamilton, Jefferson. 


Ralph Conlon—Pnhiladelphia, Bal- 
timore, Washington. 


Stanley-Fabian nouses are on the 
Harold Kemp books. 5 


Union City; State, 


Houses Opening 
Oratinia, Hackensack, N. J., will 
add presentations to its straight 
vaude next week. 


Spring Is Here! 


A GOOD TONIC IS 
SULPHUR AND MOLASSES 


BUT THE THEATRES USE 


HIBBITT and HARTMAN 


The Tonic for the Theatre 


Assignment Reports 


K-A-O bookers and scouts are 
now covering shows on assignment 
rather than picking their own spots 
as obtained prior to the new order 
on show assignments going in last 
week, 

All assignments for the 6th floor 
group will be made by Eddie 
Darling and W. D. Wegefarth with 
May Woods giving them out on the 
5th floor. 

Under the new arrangement dan- 
gerous opposition spots and acts 
the booking office is interested in, 
will be covered probably both ways 
by agents and scouts, with each 
report used for check-up. 


| 


YES! 
ANDY WRIGHT 


1560 Broadway 
NEW YORK 
is Placing Talent 

Every where 
A 5% Agency with NO 10% 
Favorites. 


MARIE 


HIBBITT and HARTMAN 


BILLY 


They'll brace up your bill 


MARIE HARTMAN 
Champ Comedienne 


NEW HOTEL ANNAPOLIS 


with her buoyant spirits, natural 
comedy, delightful appearance 
and ingratiating personality is a 
sure-fire laugh getter, and that’s 
the best tonic for any audience 


Washington, D. C. 
Single, $17.50 
Double, $28.00 

the Heart 

Theatre District 


11-12 and H Sts.° 


in 


FOR SENSATIONAL ADAGIO SEE 


VINA and ARTHUR 


In Jack LAUGHLIN’S Monster Prologue to 
“FOUR SONS,” NOW AT CARTHAY CIRCLE, Los Angeles 


Also Featured with Will Morrissey’s Revue 
Permanent Address, Variety, Los Angeles 


ACTS CAN BOOK DIRECT 


25 YEARS OF SUCCESSFUL OPERATION 
BACKED BY SQUARE DEALINGS TO ALL 


THE GUS SUN BOOKING Ex. Co. 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


ACTS HAVING OPEN TIME US 


SHEA, President G. MALL, Secretary 


THE M. SHEA BOOKING EXCHANGE, Inc. 


Have ten weeks to offer with short jumps to recognized and standard 
acts, also fiash acts 
WIRE PHONE 


WRITE 
Managers investigate our ser 

319 ERIE BLDG., ELEVELAND, OHIO 

PHONE SUPERIOR 0579 


L. D. 39 


CHARLES 


BEAUCHAMP 


TENOR 


llth Consecutive Week 
Million Dollar Theatre 


at Publix 
. Los Angeles 


ACME BOOKING OFFICES, “INC. 


Booking All Theatres Controlled by 


STANLEY COMPANY OF AMERICA 


A route of 10 weeks within 90 miles of New York 
Artists invited to book direct 


1560 Broadway New York City 


STEVE FORREST 


503 BLACKSTONE BLDG., PITTSBURGH, PA. 

High Class Standard Acts for Picture Theatres 
Orchestras, Big Revues, Comedy Flash Revues Outstanding in Merit 
BREAK YOUR JUMP 
Phone Atlantic 3747 


~A VAUDEVILLE AGrxCY WHICH PRODUCES MORE THAN IT PROMISES | 
CONSISTENT, EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1913 


The Fally Markus Vaudeville Agency 


Astor Theatre Bldg., N. W. Cor. 45th St. and Broadway 
Lackawanna 7876 New York City © 
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EIGHT OTHER CHICAGO DIVORCES 


Chicago, March 27. 

Another coat hanger figures in Chi 
@ivorce cases. Recently a_ wife 
claimed she was beaten with one. 
Now, 2pparently, a guy was be- 
trayed by one. 

Anne Beck Martin, show gir) and 
@ beaut, says she gave a party at 
her home one night and missed her 


GEO. M. GRACE 


Burns and Allen 


in “LAMBCHOPS” 


Riverside, New York 
This (March 26) 


At K-A Palace, New York 
Last (March 19) 


“VARIETY” said: “A perfect vaude- 
ville act. Wow material handled by 
topnotch performers, etc.” 


Direction TOM FITZPATRICK 


husband, Rogers Martin, along 
about the fifth guzzle. Knocking at 
his bedroom door, she claims one 
of her femme guests stepped out 
and announced she had had too 
many and was resting. At the same 
time a coat hanger dropped in 
Rogers’s clothes closet. Anne looked 
in the closet, and alleges she found 
hubby nestling among his suits. So 
she has filed suit for divorce 
through Atty. Ben Ehrlich on 
charges of adultery. Rogers is the 
son of a local attorney. 


Frank Cruikshank, of the Shubert 
press department, has instituted suit 
for divorce against Camelia Cruik- 
shank, actress, on charges of de- 
sertion. He was married in 1923 
and says desertion occurred in No- 
vember, 1924. Atty. Phil R. Davis is 
representing him. 


Too Much Nite Life 


Claiming his wife cared more for 
night life than she did for him, 
Ferenus Williams has filed suit 
through Atty. Leo Weisskopf 
against Rita Darling Williams, fe 
entertainer. The Williams were 
married in January, 1925, and Fere- 
nus states she gave him air in 
March, 1926. 

Meyer Lapping, who was to re- 
ceive quite a sum fo: letting the 
Steuben Club tear down his Leon- 
ard hotel and build on the site, 
won't see the dough until his wife’s 
charges are threshed out in court. 
The Leonard was one of Chicago's 
oldest theatrical hotels. Mrs. Lap- 
ping has filed suit for divorce 
through Ben Ehrlich and also has 
secured an injunction restraining 
the Steuben Club from making any 
payments for a while. She claims 
Lapping is all set to blow with an- 
other woman the m.nute he gets the 
coin, and says she can prove it in 
court. 

She has charged Lapping 
considerable promiscuousness 
girl friends after 22 years of 
riage. 

Phil R. Davis secured a divorce 


with 
with 
mar- 


PAN’S SEATTLE PAIR? 


Reported Taking Over New May- 
flower—Cramped for Capacity 


Seattle, March 27. 
It is understood from _ reliable 
sources that Pantages is promoting 
a deal whereby he willl take over 


the new 3,000-seat Mayflower, 
which is to open in June. Although 
it is denied by the interested 


parties, it is said the house will be 
taken off the hands of Washington 
Theatrical Enterprises, Inc., local 
stock concern, supposed to have a 
working agreement with Tiffany- 
Stahl. 

Pan now has a local house, s2at- 
ing around 1,600, but it is in an out 
of the way location and he is handi- 
capped for capacity. If the new 
deal materializes, Pantages may 
operate his old house in conjunction 
with the Mayflower, making Seattle 
the first city where Pan has more 
than one house. Ray L. Brown, 
formerly local manager for Pan- 
tages, is now affiliated with the con- 
struction of the new Mayfiower. 


Teddy Harker, non-pro. Mrs. 
Harker said Teddy was too heavy 
on the firewater, and had an over- 
whelming desire to take cracks at 
her when lit. She was granted $200 
monthly alimony in Judge Sabath’s 
court. 

Not Seen for Four Years 


Another divorce granted was for 
F. Hedwig Urban, artist, from Joe 
Urban, vaude, on desertion grounds. 
According to testimony Urban 
walked out in 1924 after eight years 
of matrimony and hasn't been seen 
since. Atty. Leo Weisskopf acted 
for Hedwig. 

Harriet T. Couplin, singer, se- 
cured a divorce through Ben Ehr- 
lich from Le Roy Couplin on 
charges of extreme drunkenness. 
They were married in May, 1921, 
and separated in February, 1928. 

Lillian Hill, who quit mugging 
in pictures to marry Dr. John C. 
Hill, wants to call it off because she 
claims the doc has been indulging 
with other dames. She’s represent- 
ed by Phil Davis. 


VARIETY 35 


VAUDE FOR STAGE BAND 


was reached last week following a 
trip to New York by George 
Trendle, Kunsky vice-president. A 
report that the State would change 
appeared in Variety about six weeks 
ago, and was denied in the Kunsky 
office. . 

The State, seating 3,000, opened 
with presentations but Was switched 
to vaude when found to be cutting 
in on the better pair of Kunsky 
downtown stage band houses, Mich- 
igan and Capitol. 

With a mutual agreement involv- 
ing access to pictures reported in 
effect, a new location will be es- 
tablished for the Loew vaude. The 
most probable spot at present is 
the Adams, around the corner from 
the State, and now using straight 
films. While the Adams is logical, 
there is a possibility the Loew office 
will continue to book the State, de- 
parting from the present road show 
plan to send on talent more adapt- 
able to presentations. 

Should the Loew franchise be 
transferred to another theatre, the 
State will no doubt be booked di- 
rect through the Kunsky office here, 
or the Morris agency, Chicago, 
either on a week-to-week , basis. 
Routing of units into the Capitol, 
beginning April 21, will ease the 
burden on the Kunsky production 
department, that office having only 
the State to look after. 


Changes Bookers 
Riverside, Medford, Mass., has 
switched bookings from Fally Mar- 
kus to the Walters-Denish-Frisco 
Agency, Boston. House plays four 
acts on a split. 


Davis has just secured a divorce 
for Camillo Mitchell, chorine, from 


for Viola Harker, chorine, from 


Ed Mitchell on desertion grounds. 


Same agency has also added the 
State, South Manchester, Conn., 


STATE, DETROIT, DROPS Henn-Orph’s New Policy 


Off—Ushers Get 1st Cut 


Minneapolis, March 27. 


HARRY ROGERS Presents 


"AND 
RCHE 


A SURE-FIRE 


playing five acts on a full week. 


HEADLINE ATTRACTION 


PRESS AND PUBLIC TAKE KINDLY NEW AMERICAN ACT 


trom The Seventh Heaven“ 


WEEK OF MONDAY. FEBRUARY 27th. 1928 
Cecil 
Collins | Ditton and Co | ‘Williams 


By Robert W Service With their Orginal Sones 


The Funmest Sc houl master 
be ~ The Bea:nning of St. Michee?o™ 


Will Hay 


Mihill-Johnson Sisters 


Dencing end Posing in Mid- Ait 


Jobo Lester presente 
Handers Harry and Burton 
end | Lester 
Milliss 
Theee Original Eccentric Comedians Gladys Neville 
and the 
Frederick Ten Cowboy 
Sylvester Syncopators 
News Views on the Sereee 


Jovephice Bradley 


ead Weilesiey- Smith 
fa ~ The Art of the Ballroom ~ 
the ~ 


ALHAMBRA 


The Premier Theatre of Varieties 


PROGRAMME 
Week Commencing Monday. Mar. Sth 
DILLON | TERMINI | ELLIOTT . 
MISS CECIL SYD ROY'S 
LYRICALS 


WILLIAMS & TAYLOR 


America’s Foremost Comedians in “ Don't Argue” 


DAWSONILORCH 


Spectacular Risley Act 


H 
| CINEMA IMPRESSIONS OF RECENT NEWS 


The “Times” (Feb. 15) 
THE VICTORIA PALACE 


Morning “Post” (Feb. 16) 


MISS JANE DILLON 


With business off for the new ¢ 

policy of continuous performances 
Units Into Capitol April jana reducea prices, Keith-Albee- 
‘ Orpheum has started to cut ex- ey 

Loew Vaude Bills Probably penses at the Hennepin-Orpheum, 4 
at Adams its leading local theatre. , 

Girl ushers, never overly well 

paid, were the first to suffer from PS 

Detroit, March 27, the economy move. They have had ’ 

Kunsky's State (Publix), now in their wages slashed from 10 to 25 a 
vaude-film (Loew), will revert to|/ Percent, according to report, A 
stage band presentationg April 8. ee eee has been a re- t 
Final decision to drop vaudeville |@Uction in the size of the usher id 
staff. 

4 


Miss Jane Dillon, who is at the Victoria 
Palace this week, has realized the walue of 


contrasts. She introduces herself in a very 
feminine gown, sings a snatch of song at 
the piano, and then announces her intention 
of presenting a group of Canadian char- 
acter studies. A swift “make-up” on the 
stage follows, and Miss Dillon has trans- 
formed herself in appearance and person- 
ality into an elderly Canadian farmer visit- 
ing town with a commission to buy three 
buckets “at wholesa!c rates” for his village 
fire brigade. The little sketch is vivid and 
amusing. As it ends the actress whips off a 
wig, tosses a mass of shingled hair, and an- 
nounces her next impression, based on “The 
spell of the Yukon,” by Robert W. Service. 
Studies of a middle aged city philanderer 
and of “the oldest settler” foilow. The pro- 
gram also includes Layton and Johnstone. 


A delightful portrayal of Canadian life is 
being given this week at the Victoria Pal- 
ace, London, where Miss Jane Dillon pre- 
sents a number of male impersonations. 

They include the oMest settler, the mid- 
dle-aged prospector (about to answer the 


call of the Yukon), the Northern Canadian 
farmer on a visit to town, and the young 
man about town. Miss Dillon’s change of 


costume is speedy and effective. 


The “Star” (Feb. 14) 
VICTORIA PALACE 


Miss Jane Dillon held her audience spell- 
bound for nearly half an hour while she 
impersonated half-a-dozen types of Cana- 
dians—the oldest settler to the young man 
about town. Her make-up is as marvellous 
as her acting, and @ehe only portrays male 
types. 


Thanks SIR OSWALD STOLL and MR. JOHN HAYMAN the 


American Representative: JENIE JACOBS 


London Representative: 


The “Morning Post” (Feb. 23) 7 
MISS JANE DILLON | i 


Quite a remarkable arrival at the Coli- 
seum this week is Miss Jane Dillon, who, 
audience, 


“making up” in full view of the 


manages to transform herself into all sorts 


ef Northwest types—a farmer, a lumber- 
jack prospector, an shepherd, a man- 
about-town, and ao on. Although a oharm- 
ing and natural girl to start off with, she i 


manages male voice and character of the 


old 


roughest with astonishing #kill 


VICTORIA PALACE 


HENRY SHEREK | 
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_ style, make for brightness. 


FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, March 28, 1928 


86 VARIETY 

- 
MINNESOTA 
(“Treasure Ships”—Unit) 

(MINNEAPOLIS) 
Minneapolis, March 24. 

With just the proper amount of 
eclut, the Minnesota, city’s newest 
and most palatial photoplay thea- 
tre, Was opened last night before a 
representative audience 4,190 
guests. It was a formal affair, but 
Finkelstein & Ruben and Publix, 
sponsors and operators of this 
show house. did not overdo the 
ceremony thing. But two speeches, 
which did not consume more than 
15 minutes in the agyregate. 

Still. impressiveness not 
lacking. As bugles sounded to 
bring the audience to atiention a 
flood of artificial daylight gradually 
softencd into subdued semi-dark- 
ness, the organ suddenly blasted 
forth and the shew was on. _ Led 
by Sumner T. McKnight, president 
of the local company which built 
the theatre, and Mayor Leach, a 
group of nine people representing 
various phases of civic and com- 
mercial activity marched before the 
footlights and were introduced by 
the Muiyor. Latter and Mr. Mc- 
Knight were the speakers. 

In sumptuousness as well as size, 
the theatre sets a new high mark 
for the northwest. The gaudy and 
the ornate are conspicuous by their 
absence. The show house becomes 
imposing from the moment one 
enters the lobby. which provides a 
vista of more than a half block to 
grand staircases leading to the 
mezzanine and balcony. The vault- 
ed ceiling in blue and rose panels 
fis above colossal marble columns 
reaching upward from the four 
sides like huge towers, and three 
crystal chandeliers combine to pro- 
duce a striking effect. 

Auditorium proper is made 
notable by restful lighting effects, 
dee: ly upholstered seats which pro- 
vide the acme of comfort, stunning 
chandeliers encased in myriads of 
crystals, the purity of the air and 
the extreme width of the aisles and 
spaces between seat rows. While 
vast in size, the auditorium never- 
theless succeeds in creating some- 
what. of an effect of intimacy and 
acoustics seem letter perfect. Ir- 
regulér panels break the great ex- 
panse of ceiling. Gold and tan pro- 
vide the color scheme, but pastel 
tints are interwoven with these 
shades. In the center is an im- 
mense dome which assumes various 
colors under the play of concealed 
lights. 

Carpets, hangings, drapes and 
curtains throughout the house add 
to the atmosphere of richness and 
good taste. The auditorium deco- 
rations of gold leaf, in the French 
Lobby 
paintings and pieces of sculpture 
contribute to the theatre’s palatial- 
ness. From a mechanical and en- 
gineering standpoint, Publix offi- 
cials assert the theatre is not ex- 
celled anywhere in the world. They 
also call it America’s fifth largest 
show house. During one of the 
speeches it was mentioned the 
house cost $1,750,000. 

E. J. Smith is the theatre’s man- 
aging director. 

Initial show furnished both qual- 
ity and quantity. If it may be 
taken as a criterion of the regular 
weekly fare the public has a great 
buy for 65 cents and should respond 
liberally, although you never can 


tell in this burg where wonderful 
amusement bargains are the rule 
instead of the exception. The first 


unit was an orchestral production, 


“Plymouth Rock,” with H. Leopold 


monica orchestra of nine youths 
through several numbers, after 
which the youths abandoned music 
for dancing and proved themselves 
adept hoofers. A peg-leg number 
by the nine young men Was @a 
knockout. Walter Smith was the 
singer and displayed a fine voice. 


Feature picture was “Sporting 
Goods” (Par.). 

The Minnesota is located one 
block away trom the city’s two 


main thoroughfares. Its location is 
inferior to that of the State and 
the Hennepin-Orpheum, with which 
it will be in competition. A cork- 
ing publicity and exploitation by 
the F. & R. offices has centered the 
interest of the entire northwest 
upon it for the time being, and, at 
least until the novelty wears off, it 
should virtually menopolize busi- 
ness. 

Railroads were prevailed upon to 
offer a special fare to Minneapolis 
for the opening week and a big 
parade through the loop preceded 
the publie opening Saturday. 
Streets leading to the theatre were 
decorated in carnival fashion and 
pavements throughout the loop 
carried announcements. Business 
enormous the first week-end. 


STANLEY 


(JERSEY CITY) 
Jersey City, March 21. 


Stanlev-Fabian opened their 61st 
house, and the third largest theatre 
in America, with an invitation per- 
formance Friday ~ight. Located on 
the Boulevard at Journal Square, 
the newer business district, the 
Stanley is welcomed by Jersey City 
as part of an enormous building 
program which is expected to trans- 
form Journal Square. Colored lights 
strung down the Bovievard for 
blocks, with “Welcome, Stanley” at 
the end, attested to the city’s feel- 
ines. 

Exterior of the house is not nota- 
ble, but little is left to be desir-d 
in the interior. Italian renaissance 
is the motif throughout. The !obby, 
two stories high, is spacious and 
perhaps a little too gorgeous. A 
girls’ orchestra played in the bal- 
cony here. A large downstairs 
lounge, sumptuously furnished, is in 
keeping with the luxury of the 
house. It is impossible, however, 
to give any idea of the endless 
architectural embellishments and 
the lavish furnishings. It must be 
said, however, that the Mayfair, 
Asbury Park, still holds the record 
for height of the pile in its carpets— 
by several inches. 

The auditorium has a very long 
orchestra, with a _ single balcony, 
set far back. It is of the outdoor 
type, with a canopy of blue sky set 
with twinkling stars, across which 
go scudding clouds. One is sup- 
posed to be seated in an Italian 
garden, the sides showing the build- 
ings and other structures surround- 
ing it. As in the Stanley, New- 
ark, the sides are harmonious but 
not in a single detail symmetrical. 
This offers untiring variety, and the 
whole effect is a source of pleasure. 
Buildings with stained-glass win- 
dows, porticos, colonnades, gates 
and grottos, set with every con- 
eeivable kind of lantern, run riot 
down the sides, while the dark 
green of slender firs offers its note 
of relief here and there, above and 
below. Gorgeous draperies add their 
tasteful quota of color, while a mas- 
terly use of lights contributes im- 
pressively to the effect. 

Over the stage goes a practical 
bridge, of which the low stone arch 
forms the proscenium. From the 
ends of the bridge rise towers. The 


Spitalny, of the Chicago theatre, 
directing a 30-piece orchestra, in 
which the brass section seemed too 


strong. After the opening perform- 
ance Oscar Berg, director of the 
Capitol theatre, St. Paul, assumed 
the role of guest conductor, which 


he will occupy for four weeks. 
“Plymouth Rock,” descriptive of 

New England life before and after 

the Pilgrims’ coming, blended music, 


singing and stage tableaux to en- 
thusiastic approval. The first stage 
picture had the 12 singers as 
Indians in the mountains, and the 
second showed them as Pilgrims 
kneeling at prayer This was set 
off in a huge frame like a painting 
and brought forth spontaneous ap- 


plause. Lowering and raising of 
the orchestra platform, a new fea- 
ture here, aroused much interest. 
Minnesota News consisted of 
Paramount and International News 


shots, some of the former local. 
Edcie Dundstedter, former State 
organist, then offered “Organs ] 
Have Played,” the same _ routine 
Crawford used when the Para- 
mount, New York, opened. At the 


raised console Eddie did it well and 
received much for his efforts. 
eer Kat,” cartoon comedy, 
held a few laughs, and was fol- 
lowed by “Treasure Ships,” a Frank 
Cambris Publix unit. Stage band, 
20 pieces, was directed by Allen 
Bane, breezy m. c., who snapped 
up the proceedings properly. Kane 
should get by nicely in his present 
assignment. 

Carla and Norma scored with 
acrobatic dancing, while Tommy 
Wonder, juvenile stepper, was a 
wow. Val and Ernie Stanton have 
been seen here in vaude with much 
of their present routine, but they 
never before appeared to such good 
advantage. They registered solidly 
fin two contributions. 

Charlies Bennington led a hor- 


under side of the arch, which is 
{almost horizontal, holds many re- 
| cessed lights. The asbestos curtain 
| 8 the most effective ever seen by 
'this reviewer. A simple seascape, 
| done in gray tones with a cluster of 
piles in dark brown dominating the 
|} foreground, it shows a singie sail- 
jboat, with an endless stretch of 
{gray sea to a dim background of 


low k..d beneath a few silvered 
clouds. The key of the arch is 
marked by a small and exquisite 
shrine. A well in front of the stage 


permits elevating the orchestra and 
organ console. 

Ventilation is furnished from the 
huge projection booth above the 
balcony, from the sides of which jets 
shoot out air which strikes the 
proscenium and is then sucked out 
beneath the balcony. It works pos- 


sibly too well. The seats are of 
leather, with red mohair backs. 
Aisles are illuminated by §fan- 


shaped lights set alternately every 
few seats. Unlike any in Newark, 
they cannot shine in the eyes from 
any angle. The architect is Fred 
W. Wentworth and he deserves all 
the encomia he is doubtless re- 
ceiving. 

The provram offered all that one 
could wish and lasted three hours 
and 25 minutes. After the military 
ushers, cockily dressed in blue and 
tan, had got all the _ celebrities 
seated, Gladys Wheaton, before a 
shimmering gold -striped curtain, 
sang the national anthem. As she 
finished, the whole curtain burst 
into the American flag. Then S. Hf 
Fabian, the active S-F head during 
his father’s (Jacob) illness, spoke 
briefly and well in introducing 
Mayor Hague, Irving D. Rossheim 
and others, 

Regular program followed and 
went well save for a few hitches, 
most of which were caused by the 
projection booth, said to be unfin- 


Another M. C. Gag 


Chicago, March 27. 

Ted Healy claims the local 
horde of m. c.’s has even af- 
fected “L” conductors. As 
proof he quotes: 

“The next station, ladies 
and gentlemen, is Belmont. 
Let’s all give it a great big 
hand.” 


ished. Orchestra, led by O. P. 
Stearns, came up and played the 
second Hungarian Rhapsody rather 
well. It as 32 pieces. Introduced 
was Joseph Kun, who played as a 
solo the original Liszt cadenza on 
the cymbolin. An unprogrammed 
male solo from the bridge made an 
effective novelty. 

Next came Normal Talmadge ina 
Vitaphone special, in which she 
wished the Stanley success, said she 
didn’t think much of her part in 
“The Dove,” and promised a per- 
sonal appearance when she came 
east. Tt was a valuable novelty, but 
artistically very bad. A 10-minute 
newsreel followed with four fine 
Pathes; three Movietones. and a 
Kino. “Solitude,” a Fox Variety, 
succeeded with some extraordinary 
scenic shots. Accompanying this, 
the Misses Holt and Leonard, in In- 
dian costume, sang. Jim Thomas, 
formerly organist at the Branford, 
played his novelty, “How I First 
Met the Organ,” which ea > a hu- 
morous biography of him via the 
screen. This was hurt by poor pro- 
jection. He didn’t use the type of 
stuff which made him so successful 
in Newark, and the organ, due no 
doubt to mechanical obstacles, was 
disappointing. He took nine min- 
utes, ending with a pop number. 

Stage show, called “Sky Blues,” 

was staged by Harry W. Crull, 
Branford impresario, who also man- 
ages this house. Led by the inimi- 
table Charlie Melson, the _ stage 
band of 19 opens with a trick num- 
ber. Band has its points, and no 
doubt will be better. At this per- 
formance it showed wv best in the 
accompaniments. Unless they give 
Melson a runway, he will probably 
fall into the well before long. He 
has the same winning personality 
and the audience togk to him im- 
mediately. His only fault was that 
once or twice he forgot the size of 
the house. 
Alexis Kosloff Ballet started off 
with Luna Nestor soloing and went 
well, with the girls doing clever 
work behind Luna. Gladys Wheaton 
sang beautifully, and Collins and 
Brown did brilliant acrobatic danc- 
ing. They were succeeded by a 
band number, during which Charlie 
sang and pattered straight from the 
shoulder, although it was a comic 
and not his best stuff. A Russian 
dance by the girls was followed by 
the Little Club Boys (formerly ‘‘Re- 
cording Masters’), a quartet who 
got over well. Irmanette was a 
smash. This little girl plays the 
violin and then follows with some 
trick dancing while playing. A 
Branford favorite, George Givot, 
followed. This elongated comedian 
dressed in Oxford bags was a hit, as 
usual, 

With the Kosloff girls on, the 
simple back drape was lifted, re- 
vealing the sky over the top of the 
world. A diagonal bar shot clear 
across the scene, making it look like 
one of the old pictures in the at- 
lases. A huge crescent illuminated 
moon arose, in which Irmanette 
played the violin. As it went up 
the bar was illuminated with close- 
set stars, down which came Veron- 
ica. She continued down to the 
stage, where she danced. When she 
returned up the bar, the moon re- 
turned and the curtains closed. 
Show ran 45 minutes. House is 
said to have electrical equipment 
equaled only by Roxy. 

Next came pictures of the con- 
struction of the Stanley, filmed by 
Bill Franz. Much interest was 
aroused by a Pathe special which 
showed the opening of this show, 
with shots of the various celebrities 
attending. Performance ended with 
the feature, “The Dove” (U. A.). 

A lot of work and a great house 
tied up in this event. Austin. 


CAPITOL 


(NEW YORK) 


New York, March 265. 

Some years ago the Three Keat- 
ons left New York to open at the 
Palace, London. It was the present 
Sir Alfred Butt’s Palace, the leading 
vaudeville theatre of Europe in that 
day. Among its prize assets was a 
large and high-class orchestra, 

The Three Keatons were composed 
of Joe and Myra, the parents, and 
Buster Keaton, their boy, then but 
youngster. Joe threw Buster 
around like a rubber ball. The 
father could so gauge his throw he 
would cast Buster nearly entirely 
across the stage in “one,” having the 
kidlet step within two inches of the 
proscenium arch. Vaudeville people 
would marvel at Joe’s accuracy, 
while the lays were astonished the 
kid never hit anything but the stage. 

This knockabout, with much other 
comedy business, required the father 
and son be given a rest period. To 
secure that, Myra (mother) played 
the saxophone. Mrs. Keaton was a 
short, wholesome looking woman 


and one of the discoverera of the 


| for professional usage. 
Taking care of Joe and Buster didn’t 
give mother much time to practice 
on the instrument, so she went along 
about the same way all of the time. 


The Three Keatons duly reached 
Mr. Butt’s palatial Palace in London, 
the first trip across. Monday morn- 
ing came and with it rehearsal. The 
Keatons were there and the large 
orchestra also. Joe and Buster did 
their stuff, not calling for music. 
On-lookers, including the orchestra, 
predicted they would be a panic. 


With the rest period, on came 
mother and her saxophone. The 
orchestra started. Myra joined in 
and had gone a very little distance 
when the orchestra stopped playing. 
Myra asked what was the trouble, 
and the frank leader of the band re- 
plied: 

“Madam, we only play for musi- 
cians.” 


Six stage hand had to hold Joe. 
Among those disappearing from in 
front, from the account at the time, 
was Mr. Butt. And if the boys on 
the coast want to steam up Joe 
Keaton at any time, just ask him 
what Butt did to mother in London. 


The Keatons never opened at the 
Palace, taking the next boat back to 
New York. At the late Harry Mock’s 
bar in Hammerstein's Victoria, upon 
his arrival, Joe stated with repres- 
sion what he thought of Butt, the 
Palace, London, England and the 
king. 

That story is recalled through one 
Charles Rozelle, in the unit show at 
the Capitol this week. He plays 
several instruments, doing a near- 
Robbins in his own way, trying to 
make it comedy, and using mostly 
reeds. While before a stage band 
there, the thought was bound to ob- 
trude that if he or other “musicians” 
in the variety part of the picture 
house programs must have the ac- 
companiment of the 60 or more 
symphonic players in the pit at the 
Capitol, would they do a Myra 
Keaton on them or, if they didn’t, 
what they would think? 


Boris Petroff produced the cur- 
rent stage show, “On Parade.” That 
meant the inclusion of 16 Dancing 
Cadets, trained by Tom Nip, and 12 
Albertina Rasch girls, costumed in 
striped suits for some undefined ef- 
fect. Each troupe did nothing of 
account and were on too briefly, al- 
though accomplishing their end by 
parading through the front of the 
house at the finale, trouping on the 
stage with each beating a drum. 
Added to the others on the stage 
doing the same thing, there were 
35 noisy snare drum beaters in sight, 
without even “The Spirit of ’76" to 
make it certain. 


At that, though, an ill singer did 
a verse with a West Point parade 
thrown upon the entire front of the 
drop curtain. 

Previously the stage band, with 
Walt Rosener as leader and m. c., 
in the funniest looking dress make- 
up any m. c. could ever think of, 
had done a number about “Sweeit- 
hearts,” with several of the bands- 
men given an opportunity to be 
funny. One did a nance and ad- 
dressed a bit of verse to Rosener, 
ending Py calling him sweetheart; 
another did it as an English fop, and 
quite well, while there was Yiddish 
and more nancing. This, however, 
permitted Ramond Capps, sitting 
with the band, to do his sax solo 
and then cop the applause honors by 
his acrobatic dance. 

Franklin and Stanley had a bit 
with the cadet chorus, rather good 
in its comedy dancing way, but not 
enough by itself for other than a 
brief picture stage turn. 

Finale with the drummers was 
sightly, but nothing as much so as 
Rosener’s costume. Below the 
waist line he looked like a rid- 
ing master or golf player, but above 
like a blacksmith with a clean shirt 
or a girl wearing a new sports model 
dress. His short, waist or coat, 
whatever it was, fell below his hips, 
about a foot and a half, with a flare 
to it made more noticeable through 
the affair having a belt at the waist 
line. The bandsmen were in uni- 
form, nothing like Rosener's. In 
other ways Rosener, however. did as 
he has been doing at the Capitol, 
handling himself easily and to the 
evident gratification of the audience. 
But he is going to flop as a one- 
man fashion show on Broadway. 

While there is no extended talent 
or entertaining value in the stage 
show, Petroff has placed aud paced 
it pleasantly enough. With the draw 
rightfully expected from a new 
Chaney feature, that its cost was 
held down goes to the producer's 
credit. 

Overture was “Rusticana,” with 
Emma Noe soloing, and the news 
weekly followed. Besides was a 
trailer, causing the audience to 
snicker on the emphasis placed on 
the forthcoming appearance of 
“Love” in the house, that in titling 
and expression of a continued grow- 
ing “Love” on the sheet. 

Organ concert at finale of pro- 
gram. 

Attendance Sunday afternoon at 
3.45 near capacity all over the house 
in nicest day outdoors of this winter 
to date. 


Herma Menth, Viennese pianist, 
gave a recital Sunday evening at 
the Golden theatre, New York. She's 
a brilliant performer, playing with 
unusual interpretative rhythm and 
technical precision in her rather 
lengthy program. 


ORIENTAL 
(“Bubbling Over” Unit) 
(CHICAGO) 

Chicago, March 22. 

About two months ago B. & K. 
decided to cut production costs at 
the Oriental. An efficiency man 
was brought in. He changed the 
regular type of Ash show to flash 
stuff. He got production costs down 
to $2,500. And the gross dropped 
$8,000. Lou McDermott and Ash 
are permitted to form productions 
as they see fit once more. The re- 
newed privilege went into effect with 
“Bubbling Over,” officially billed as 
the first of a series of Publix units 
originating at the Oriental. It costs 
more than a flash unit but it’s worth 
it In gross. “Bubbling” runs 50 
minutes. It opens with a race track 
entrance scene in one, 10 chorines 
singing a ditty about the horses and 
finishing with a polite dance. A 
gent in tails and topper leads them. 
Then the maestro who, with two 
assistants, works the burlesque 
money bit, wherein three guys 
settle three $2 debts with a $1 bill, 
Amid the encouraging influences of 
picture house naivete, the bit be- 
comes a brand new masterpiece. It 
slays ’em. Next, into full where the 
musicians are dressed as jockeys 
and seated on a steep terrace lead- 
ing to top rear stage. Steps on 
either side are for promenades. A 
fast band number starts the pep. 
Bell and Coates, two boys who 
carry their own piano, were liked 
in a series of comedy ditties. They 
really got over when Ash pulled 
off another familiar burlesque bit 
with them—one of the boys sud- 
denly realizing the other is his 
mammy. 

A consistent repeater here, Ginger 
Rogers, singer, is being skillfully 
boosted by Ash into the personality 
class. She has the makings of a 
good ingenue soubrette. The 10 
chorines on in nifty pink shorts 
for an eccentric routine and worked 
it into a hit with Miss Rogers in 
front. Billy “Uke” Carpenter fits 
well into picture houses. He’s a 
recording artist but it is suggested 
he increase in volume the crooning 
in the big theatres. 

Midnite Trio, colored hoofers, 
dressed as stable boys for the unit 
idea, capped the specialties with 
several minutes of lightning leg 
work. Two of the boys dive over 
chairs and the third has a short 
contortion bit. They finish together 
with unity tap, perfectly done. 
Powerful act. Closing was an en- 
semble worked around a pop num- 
ber and backed by special costumes 
and scenic effects. 

Ash is again working in his ac- 
customed manner, taking plenty of 
running time for comedy bits and 
talk. Every customer in the house 
at any time is brought there by Ash, 
and the more he does, the better 
they like it. That's not hard to 
take. 

Henri Keates continues to be one 
of this town’s wonders. All his solo 
spots at the organ are used for com- 
munity singing, and he’s greeted 
with shouts the moment he bats a 
note. From then on it’s comedy 
Slides and pop songs, steadily grow- 
ing on the more reticent customers 
until practically the entire house is 
doing operatics. This week Keates 
flashed cartoons illustrating songs, 
let the customers guess at the titles, 
and then had them sing each num- 
ber. It worked up niftily. 

“Tillie’s Punctured Romance” (Mé« 
G) feature. Hal, 


CALIFORNIA 


(SAN JOSE) 
San Jose, Cal., March 21, 

Something radically different ifn 
stage band directors and m. c.’s. has 
been innovated at this West Coast 
house in the person of Joe Sinal, 
Sinai is the first drummer-leader 
ever developed in these parts, and 
is a brother-in-law of Paul Ash. 
Until coming here, four weeks ago, 
was with the T. & D. band at Oak- 
land. 

Sinai works with full traps in 
center stage with a 12-piece band 
and has been able to develop and 
brirg out plenty of individual tal- 
ent amongst the personnel. 

Opening overture was a medley of 
Irish numbers, Sinai introducing 
Peggy Neal, first violin with the 
band, for a solo. Miss Neal is the 
only femme member of a stage band 
in this section. San _ Francisco 
beauties, six, on for an English 
Bobby dance, with one of the band 
boys in for the finale and clowning. 
Girls clicked nicely. Bob White, 
former doughboy and in khaki, imi- 
tated war sounds and a number of 
bird calls that satisfied. 

Jimmy Davis and Harry Lan- 
drum, from the band, armed with a 
couple of banjos, proceeded to tie up 
the show. Boys also sing pleasingly. 
Girls on for a bathing suit number 
and next Ted and Jack Dale, nut 
xylophonist and pianist, both war- 
bling several of their numbers. All- 
round good turn. Band next played 
a comedy pop, with Sinai singing a 
part of it and several of the boys 
helping. One of the bandmen did a 
Jolson version, Miss Neal soloed on 
the violin and others participated 
too. Corking good novelty. Finale 
was “A Shady Tree,” introducing 
the line girls in white for a pretty 
dance and bringing out more of the 
band talent for a rousing finish. 

Screen feature, “The Bie City” 


(M-G). 


Fdwards. 
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PARAMOUNT 


(“Hey-Day” Unit) 
(NEW YORK) 
New York, March 24. 

rtington’s newest unit to hit 
aramount is 37 minutes on 
Jength and good. Break into this 
Publix travelirg troupe at any point 
and the results are just the same, 
Okay all the wa in leading up to 
the usual flash and hot finish, this 
time backgrounded by _ revolving 
pillars of mirrors studded with 
spasmodically lighting bulbs. Prin- 
eipals listed are Gibson Sisters, 
John Boyle’s troupe of 10 femmes, 
Frank DeVoe and Jack Powell. 

Boyle’s outfit does yeoman serv- 
ice here, and although that routine 
goes back to_ the walking dolls 
Boyle used in “Castles in the Air,” 
the miniatures clicked from the nov- 
tley angle. Girls are well trained 
and costumed to have something 
more than the usual group a ‘/pear- 

ce. 
Gibson Sisters started the unit 
with some sort of a special lyric to 
which nobody paid much attention, 
mostly because the duo looked too 
good in red. However, their main 
effort came later when one did 
acrobatic dancing closely bordering 
on contortion and the other un- 
corked some taps. Jack Powell's 
eccentric drumming got him plenty 
and is perfectly set within this type 
of stage work. 

Stage band helped him plenty 
and, incidentally, seems to be get- 
ting better all the time. Boys sound 
good enough to step into a dance 
hall and meet the requisites. D’yu 
suppose Kosloff notices the differ- 
ence at the Chicago? Manny Baer 
atill m.c.’ing here, helped materially 
by Frank DeVoe this week. 

DeVoe works with the Boyle 
troupe for a pickout number and 
general kidding. And the house 
thoroughly approved. By the time 
DeVoe got down to his specialty, 
Eddie Willis’ still at the piano for 
him, it was a pipe. DeVoe, formerly 
of vaude, did three songs in eight 
minutes to heavy appreciation just 
ahead of the finale. 

Lots of speed to “Hey-Hey” along 
the lines which the title suggests. 
Publix is getting pretty consistent 
in the grade of entertainment it has 
been turning loose on this stage. 
Current week is dynamic and figures 
to make ’em talk as they go out. 

Entire program was 18 minutes 
over two hours on Saturday, prin- 
cipally due to long overture on 
Nevin melodies, stage-dressed by a 
vocal chorus of seven feminine and 
four male voices for “The Posary.” 
Paul Oscard is responsible for the 
staging of this trail blazer, which 
was some time in getting to the 
finish, where the applause evidently 
squared whatever faults there are 
to be found with it. 

Sigmund Krumgold is the organ- 
ist this week and started the house 
chattering when opening conven- 
tionally in his solo spot. Attention 
never centered on the console until 
Krumgold emphasized the use of 
his feet and the base notes for a 


passage. This caught everybody 
and much acclaim. 
Publix’s schedule of allowing 


everything more time than a news- 
reel continues to hold good with a 
six-minute magazine of two shots 
from M-G and six from Paramount. 
It took M-G to break in with a clip 
of mechanics fixing the Paramount 
Building clock, an inside smile for 
some of the boys. Another unpro- 


gram laugh was in the trailer on 
next eek’s feature “Doomsday” 
(Par). 


Trailer followed “Red Hair,” the 
feature, and showed Florence Vidor 
starting to strip in a rage before 
Lawrence Grant. As the identical 
situation had just unfolded with 
Grant in the Bow picture, it drew 
quite a haw. 

No shorts and about 20 people 
Nned up in the lobby for a balmy 
Saturday’s third show Sid. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(LOS ANGELES) 
Los Angeles, March 23. 
First of Fanchon and Marco’s 


eater stage presentations, with 
mny Rubin conducting affairs, 
Made a strong impression. When 
Fanchon and Marco moved their 


Major efforts to the Metropolitan 
some time ago this house Was more 
or less neglected. Things look dif- 
ferently now. 

In dealing out credit, a word or 
two about Benny Rubin. Less than 
two months ago Rubin arrived on 
the .Coast and played this house. 
He didn’t catch on right away, as 
the customers hadn’t seen his sort 
of stuff before. But back comes the 
same boy to the State and has them 
eating out of his hand. With plenty 
of material of sound calibre, Rubin 
put over himself and the show in 
great style. 

Title of the layout was “Japa- 
Knees Idea.” Mme. Iki, high-pow- 
ered soprano, and Aida Kawakami, 
nifty Hittle dancer, explained the 
first part of the title, while 12 of 
F. & M.’s choice girls explained the 
rest. Three Brox Sisters, as a spe- 
cial attraction, proved just that. 
Girls were more than a treat for the 
locals. Sisters would probably be 
on yet if left to the audience. George 
Owen accompanied at the piano and 
Bave a good account of himself. 

Band at the outset was in the pit, 
with Ernie Wehl, pianist-arranger, 
conducting, On the stage they were 
Spotted in a man@arin setting, with 
colors and lights galore, opening 
With a s@rom effect and sent off by 
Rubin for their first pop number. 

few of Rubin's steps wowed, 


but with the length of the show he 
had to curtati and allow Duffin and 
Draper, comedy dance team, to do 
their doll number. This is a team 
they relish in Eastern picture 
houses, 

yirls’ first formation number was 
a& fan affair brought up by Mme. 
Iki, who sold an operatie classic 
to solid enthusiasm before deliver- 
ing the theme song. The Kawakami 
ga! was prom:nent here with some 
clever toe work. Outstanding rou- 
tine by the chorus was the “Crane 
Dance,” staged by Larry Ceballos. 
The Kataros, Japanese risley work- 
ers, brought up the rear with fast 
work that scored handily. Two men 
anc @ wo nan in the troupe, but the 
males do all the work. Strong any- 
where. An inverted scenic flash 
gave the show a great finale, with 
every one en stage. 

Harry Q. Mills presided at the or- 
gan for the screen features and filled 
in on some of the stage portion. 
“The Noose” (F. N.), flicker attrac- 
tion, with M-G-M newsreel, and a 
Pat Sullivan “Felix” short subject 
concluding. 


WISCONSIN 


(MILWAUKEE) 
Milwaukee, March 22. 
If it’s novelty that the fans want, 
then “Flashes,’ Eddie Weisfeldt’s 
latest stage frolic, will fill them to 


the craw. This is, perhaps, the 
most unique thing Weisfeldt has 
devised and will undoubtedly be 


used in the Fox-West Coast units. 

A scrim upon which waves roll 
opens With rear lighting up to show 
the Berri dancers in swimming togs 
doing their stuff. Scrim draws 
away for a beach scene, a huge um- 
brella in the center spot, with Eddie 
Matthews on stage as a life guard. 
He dances to the band and steps off 
as Dave Schooler, m. c., is pushed 
on in a rolling chair. 

Stanley Twins, sister dance team, 
open, with Billy Meyers, stock 
tenor, doing the voice part of the 
skit. ‘Twins have some clever acro- 
batics. Schooler announces John 
Maxwell for the latter’s double 
voice and costume effort. A show 
stopper. 

Eddie Matthews back with the 
Berri girls in a sailor dance and 
followed by Harry Rose. Rose has 
been here before plenty, and his 
gags and hokum are always 

£. 

Dance by the girls and a rain 
storm on stage close. Organ solo by 
Art Richter was out the night show 
was reviewed. “The Last Com- 
mand” (Par.) and short subjects 
finish. Tsrael. 


FOX 


(WASHINGTON, D. C.) 
Washington, March 23. 

A real flash helped by the U. S. 
Government and containing much 
in the way of entertainment. Show 
does not cost much either outside 
of the stock chorus and ballet. 

House is the only one of the three 
downtown presentation theatres 
utilizing the stock singing and 
dancing groups and building around 
them. Ocecasionaliy “names” are 
booked in, but aiw.)> «a portion is 
given over to these combined 
groups. Current week the 
ballet doing three  well-routined 
numbers. Chorus shows improve- 
ment over preceding weeks. 

Tie-up on the actual prolog to 
the feature was to introduce a 
marching anthem just adopted by 
the U. S. Coast Guard with 50 of 
the life-saving gobs brought up 
here from Norfolk to march on for 
a surefire finish. No drill is at- 
tempted, but through excellent use 
of lights effect is enhanced. Song, 
“Semper Paratus,” looks to have a 
chance to get into class of Marine 
Corps’ “Semper Fidelis’ and _ the 
Navy’s “Anchors Aweigh.” 

Leon Brusiloff’s overture is di- 
vided into three parts: First, ac- 
companying Richard Singer’ on 
stage impersonating Liszt, and 
playing excellently; second, a 
bassoon solo from the pit, and third, 
a chorus and ballet number built 
around a pop. A grand plug for 
the song with real rain, etc. Ballet 
featured when rain turned into 
sunshine and clicked solidly. Alex- 
ander Oumansky trains the girls. 

Movietone with some _ excellent 
shots of a horse race and a navy 
affair in San Diego was interesting, 
as always, giving way to a Dutch 


number, where the ballet and 
chorus, former in another routine, 
really build for Myrtle Pierce, 


whose toe work was decidedly ex- 
cellent. 

This brought the only comedy re- 
lief and a pretty heavy burden to 
place on a_ single’s’ shoulders. 
Charles Althoff, rube violinist, held 
the assignment to big returns. 

Back’ to full stage again for “an- 
other port of call’ in South 
America. where S&S. J. Stebbins, pro- 
ducing, does an excellent job of 
lighting on an oft used set so that 
the customers don’t know the dif- 
ference, The Dolores Spanish 
dancing, Miss Pierce toe dancing 
again and the ballet doing a bull 
routine with rapiers, red 


| cloaks. ete.. went to a big finish. 


Next was the grand flash with 
the gobs and the entire house group 
and into the feature giving a wow 
of a 50 cents’ worth. 


Two lockouts on the day. “A 
Girl in Fivery Port” (Fox), feature, 
with entire shew running about 16 


minutes over the usual two hours 
Meakin. 


MARK STRAND 
(“In Granada”-—Unit) 
(BROOKLYN) 


Brooklyn, N. Y., March 25. 

‘In Granada,” featuring the Can- 
sinos, Chaz Chase, Seven Capitol 
Accordionists, Serova Senoritas, 
Carlo Ferretti, Jean Wallin, with 
Jack Pepper as master of cere- 
monies, and the Jerry Sears Brook- 
lyn Strand stage band for musical 
background, is the first official Stan- 
ley unit, produced by Edward lL 
Hyman, and slated to play Wash- 
ington, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Phil- 
adelphia, Newark, Jersey City and 
possibly the Manhattan Strand in 
that sequence. 

It is probably the most expensive 
| flash production in the history of 
the Brooklyn Strand, or the Earle 
and Stanley in Washington and 
Baltimore respectively, which houses 
heretofore, for a time, split the over- 
head among them. With the ad- 
dition of the other spokes on the 
Stanley rotation, the production in- 
vestment and overhead accordingly 
becomes elastic and an approximate 
show cost of $5,000 to $7,500 a week 
per unit will be the order of things 
under the new regime. 

“In Granada” is one of the most 
generally satisfying stage entertain- 
ments within memory. Its compo- 
nents insure that, on the talent 
alone, but the manner in which Hy- 
man capitalized the esthetic oppor- 
tunities of a colorful Spanish pre- 
sentation is more than half the at- 
traction. 

Thomas Farrar has designed some 
gorgeous sets and costumes. A lace 
curtain for the opener is a flash. 
The Spanish fan motif of the gen- 
eral stage background is another. 
Gold lace gowns by the six Sonia 
Serova Senoritas, with the gay 
crimson hats and shawis to match 
the similarly hued guitars, is an- 
other eye-filler. 

In sequence, Jean Wallin sopranos 
“An Old Guitar” and “An Old Re- 
frain,” followed by the Cansinos 
(Antonio and Catherine) in a Cas- 
tillian dance. Miss Cansino’s goid 
cloth jacquette—or whatever “The 
Skirt” would dub it—is the berries 
for the femmes, and that goes in 
spades for the stags. 

Carlo Ferretti baritoned a lilting 
Spanish waltz song and the senorita 
sextet in bare feet and joyful aban- 
don flashed a gypsy dance ensemble. 

Jerry Sears, conducting his own 
arrangement of a dance tune clicked. 
Jack Pepper, in his third week as 
m. ¢c., did surprisingly well with 
“Laugh, Clown, Laugh,” a dramatic 
song that is one of the best prop- 
erties around. While not strictly 
a Pepper type of tune, its own sure- 
fire ingredients and the personable 
youth’s earnestness registered with 
the customers; otherwise Pepper 
should confine himself to the vo-do- 
de-do’s. 

The Seven Capitol Accordionists 
with some pop tunes on a septet 
of wind-jammers suggest excellent 
possibilities for novelty phonograph 
recordings in ensemble. With elec- 
trical recording what it is today, 
|the antiquated bugaboo of “blast- 
ing” is eliminated through the elec- 
trical pickup. 

Chaz Chase with his inimitable 
panto and general comedy showed 
a couple of new bits and scored an 
applause hit. The Cansinos in a 
cape waltz clicked again, and Fer- 
retti led the “Carmen” toreador song 
for the finale. Running time, 40 
minutes, 

: The rest of the show included 
“Heart of Follies Girl” (Dove), the 
most titular picture seen in an age; 
news reel and Willy Stahl] conduct- 


ing the “1812” Overture. Abel. 
(SEATTLE) 
Seattle, March 20. 
This house is sliding along 


smoothly on fts third week, with 
capacity most nights, showing that 
the class of entertainment is rel- 
ished. A surprise is that even the 
mats are getting a nice play, de- 
spite the house being several blocks 
from the main downtown business 
center. 

Publix stage units are heavily 
billed as “New York shows” and 
there is magic in that “Noo York” 
name even on this far west coast. 
No doubt big value is what the pub- 
lic senses and hence this new West 
Coast operated Publix-Loew palace 
with its “acre of seats” is the big 
time in town. 

“Russian Revels,” produced by 
Jack Partington, dished up a lotta 
variety, with gals and comedians, 
dances and talking and singing in 


Nice returns but no stoppers, 
crowd seeming pleased without go- 
ing wild. 

Foreign accent echoed through 
the act, along with the Russiiun 


by the Berkoffs. The man gave 
about the finest speed ball exhibi- 
tion ever. All the Berkoff gals were 
nifty in exotic hoofing, especially 
in the stunt when they danced up 


the steps from the pit and then 
back into the pit again. 
Juies Buffano, m. of c., had a 


clever foreign-accented “speech” by 


in, smiling and talking, with 
hair in the same meticulous marcel. 
His band played “Melancholy Baby,” 
Buffano batoning and then singing 
to encore. Ross and Gilbert in a 


“blues” gong, witb one of the boys: 


colorful stage settings and costumes. | 
the | 


steps and whirls, done to perfection | 


one of the principals to bring him | 
his 
| dressed as devils, the scenery rep- | 


time but a little of it was enough. 

Buffano presented the “two noble- 
men,” declaring both were single, 
inviting ladies to take their choice 
so the other could be drowned. Hoke 
tricks with wise cracking got slow 
laughs and broke into deep applause 
toward end. Clever, but slow to 
connect, 

Louise and Freida Berkoff for fast 
turn, she with world of vigor and 
he speed. Eight girls in line had 
pippin routine. 

Flash full stage with steeple tops 
lifting to disclose beautifully gowned 


girls, male trio harmonizing “Rose 
of Volga,” and all on stage, Berkoff 
doing his speediest spin. Song, 


dance and colorful costumes brought 
down curtain to considerable appre- 


chestra, 18 pieces. 

Don Baggot manipulated the Keys 
on the big organ, the tandem idea 
with Ron being dropped. Baggot 
gave satisfactory account 
some “Cobwebs Off the Moon,” and 
finishing up with jazz band style. 

Paramount News. started with 
cavalry maneuvers, ineluded Cali- 
fornia fiood scenes and after five 


shots ended with navy plane cata- 
paulting. 
On the screen, “West Point.” 


Loaded with laughs and thrills of 
usual college and football story. 
Tre. 


STANLEY 


(PITTSBURGH) 


Pittsburgh, March 27. 

Plenty of entertainment this week 
with two stage acts, one having 25 
people, and the other 14. 

Feature “The Showdown” with 
other films, Topics of the Day, and 
the news. 

Phil Spitalny and the pit orches- 
tra opened the show with a pretty 
overture, “Magic Melodies,” medley 
of former show hits, Care was 
taken that popular numbers were 
used and the overture went over. 

As a second number “Red Hot,” 
an old blues was played. After the 
news, the Florentine Singers, 25, 
appeared in a black set, all in an- 
cient costume. Numbers from 
popular operas were sung, very well 
done and all, but an act of this 
type does not please the younger 
set, although it will pull in the 
highbrows. 

To offset this a dance feature, 
‘In the Army,” had 10 girls and 
three principals in uniform. Girls 
first do a toe number, military rou- 
tine, followed by Locke, Harak and 
Locke doing a tap stair dance simi- 
lar to Bill Robinson's idea and go- 
ing over almost as big. 

Following the girls came _ out 
again with flags in each hand, doing 
a wig-wag dance. Now comes the 
scrim, pictures of soldiers march- 
ing, Pershing, Wilson and applause; 
picture off, girls still doing dance 
and close of act. 

Little applause, the audience dis- 
counting the red fire stuff. 

This little presentation has merit. 

Alex Taylor did an organ solo 
with slides, 

CAMEO 
(NEW YORK) 
New York, March 23. 

B. S. Moss’ name is off this busy 
little 42nd street house and the 
words Keith-Albee emblazoned on 
| the marquee and wherever else pos- 
| sible. Cameo is strictly movies with 
|a small pit orchestra and organ. 
| House suffers from a complaint 

peculiar and common to houses of 
| limited area where the projection 
| throw is short, namely the am- 
| pereage is too bright and tends to 
the eyes. It also has the 
handicap of ventilation that leaves 
much to be desired. But these 
structural limitations apart, it’s a 
well run house. 

The staff is military and cinema 
in style and quite unlike other 
Keith-Albee houses in this respect. 
Without any of the psuedo-swank 
of the art theatres the Cameo is 
the artiest of the mob in the mat- 
ter of pictures played. It is the 
host to the majority of the impor- 
tant importations not adapted to 
regular commercial release. Na- 
tionality angle figures importantly 
}in trade, too. Currently they have 
ithe Amkino production, 
Ivan the Terrible,’ made in Russia 
and just about the last shudder in 
realism. “Battle of Falkland 
| Islands,’ British war film, preceded. 


Both pictures attracted sympa- 
thetic nationalitics. 

| Being a K-A house Aesop’s 
| Tables is the so-called comedy of | 


the program. 

As a prelude to the feature there 
was a “Russian Carnival’ overture 
and a travelog among the 80 and 
90-room cottages of the Romanoffs. 


| Land. 
| MIDLAND 
| 


(Red Hot Capers) 

(KANSAS CITY) 

Kansas City, March 22. 

a show at the Midlhind 
That is, the band was 


Hell of 


this week. 


| resented the lower regions, and the 
| title was “Red Hot Capers,” al- 
'though for the local engagement 
the name was changed to “Synco- 


chanticleering, went well for a short | pating Satan” for this Publix unit. 


ciation, 

Arthur Clausen conducted pit; 
orchestra, “Peer Gynt” selections, | 
with Caird Leslie’s local Cornish ! 
school dancers in Persian routine, 
that lent backyround at least. Or- 


rubbing | 


“William Tell” was Joseph Kline’s 
Overture and the Midlanders did it 
nicely. News shots followed, with 
the organ specialty next. Art 
Hayes, Organist, leaving at the end 
of the week, used a girl plant in 
the audience for a final chorus, as 
customers here won't sing unless 
{t's midnight and they're feeling 
pretty good, Then “Capers.” 
Snappy syneopation brought eight 
dancers on as cats for a short rou- 
tine, and then the band into a pop. 
Cohn and De Pinto, instrumental- 
ists and dancers, used accordion 
and violin and retired In favor of 
the Craven Twins, home-towners, 
who have been here many times in 
their dance routine, This time they 
| failed to create any unusual demon- 
| stration. Jack Sidney did a song 
and encore. Helen Kennedy 
worked ‘em up with a couple of 
clever songs and _ crossfire with 
the m. ec. 

A Musical Cocktail proved to be 
the eight dancers, who shook “How 
Dry Iam” out of sleigh bells, which 
they wore as anklets, as they per- 
|} formed with mixed drink shakers. 
Too much work and detail for the 
result it brought. Clifton and 
De Rex, with their famillar Bowery 
stuff, worked hard for laughs, but 
found it tough going. Entire troupe 
on for finale with several of the 
girls in swings over the band. 
Pretty finish. 

Unit is not up to the preceding 
one in entertainment value. Fea- 
ture picture, “The Divine Woman” 
(M.-G.). Hughes. 


MELBA 


(DALLAS) 
Dallas, Texas, March 238. 


Tornning the playbills on Elm 
street this week with ‘‘The Student 


Prince” (M.-G.), house has been 
drawing ’em during its 10-day 
stand. 


E. H. Kleinert, director of the 
pit orchestra, introduced the pro- 
gram with selections from. the 
operetta. Julia Dawn, featured 
soloist at the console, capitalized 
St. Patrick’s week with Irish songs 
for one of the most popular organ- 
logs she has given since opening 
here two months ago. 

Due to the week grosses which 
have predominated at local houses 
the past two weeks, the prolog was 
shy of any outside talent. A new 
idea for this theatre was used by 
Manager J. O. Cherry for the pic- 
ture, with stress laid on organ ac- 
companiment and less attention to 
the rest of the program. Got over, 
too, because the film was there. 


Beer Flats in Chi 


(Continued from page 1) 
dens and Club Alabam. This does 
not include hotel places. 

Chicago was once the _ hottest 
cafe town in the United States, fa- 
mous for sizzling music, torrid night 
life, a great little spot for the great 
little guys. But that’s history now. 
Night by night it gets tougher for 
the cabarets. 

There’s the angle of padlocking 
on observation. At least a dozen 
night spots have gone bye-bye be- 
cause someone saw someone with 
liquor on the premises. 

The Granada, on the south side, 
one of the few dividend-earners, 
was put on its feet by Al Quod- 
bach. Under its former title, 
yingham Inn, the place was famous. 
Quodbach established a regime of 
good music, good food, strictly Vol- 
stead, and small couvert. His or- 
chestra is one of the town’s most 
popular over the radio. 

Chez Pierre on the near-north 
side gets the swankier collegiates 
and the shirtfronts who don’t play 
the hotel rooms. Chez Pierre has 
the artistic field tied up. The 
cuisine ig French and so are the 
pictures in the foyer. 

Club Alabam is hotsy-totsy and 
popular with the flaps and jelly- 
beans. Here, as in the other 
money-makers, smart management 
is conspicuous. 

Rainbo Gardens, probably the 
largest capacity cabaret in the 
country, is still on the right side 
| of the ledger. It was the first to go 
in for ice cream fountains and also 
innovated Jai-Alai games. 

Private Liquor Jams 

Another complication is possible 
jail sentences for all operators run- 
ining their places under temporary 


injunctions, which prohibit the 
drinking of private Hquor on th 
premises or the serving of ice, 
ginger ale or water. 


| Hollywood Barn, owned by John 
i tiorn and Thomas McCarthy, is the 
enbaret which may bring jail 
s Since 


irst 


} sentences upon its owners. 


ithe Hollywood Barn’s injunction 
| wae invoked federal agents visited 
ithe place and found the patrons 
i drinking. Now Federal Judge 

Wilkerson has ordered that Horn 
McCarthy show cause why 


ithey shouid not be tried for con- 
l tempt of court. Other places are 
facing like procedure. 
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NEW ACTS 


Wednesday, March 28, 1928 


= 
JOSEPHINE-JOSEPH’S Side Show 
Congress of Freaks 

15 Mins.; Three (Special) 
A-vademy (V-I. 

One of several freak acts from 
the circus side-shows for vaude this 
season. This features Josephine- 
Joseph, double sexed. Most have 
been showing around the lots and 


museums for years but new to 
vaudeville. At clicks as a freak 
attraction. 


Backgrounded by a set represent- 
ing the usual side show tent layout 
with six supporting freaks on plat- 
forms and introduced by lecturer. 
List includes Marie De Vere, sword 
swallower; Mlle. Pictoria, tatooed 
girl; Martha Morris, armless won- 
der; Jolly Irene, avoirdupois champ; 
mixed team of singing and dancing 
midgets, and Lionette, lion faced 
girl. 

All precede the feature attraction, 
the latter carrying a special lec- 
turer for a history spiel. Josephine- 
Joseph is brought on in dual sex 
garb, masculine on right and femi- 
nine left. Through ensuing lecture 
it is demonstrated the freak is a 
perfect male with muscular devel- 
opment on one side and with regu- 
lation fer e proportion on the left. 
As a tag of the demonstration Jo- 
sephine-Joseph demonstrates a dual 
speaking voice, first as male and 
then female. 

The act is a novelty from a freak 
standpoint and held them in in 
closing svot on this eight-act bill. 
With exploitation possibilities real- 
ized, it should draw the curious. 

Fdba. 


AL GALE and Co. 
Songs 

14 Mins.; One 
American (V-P.). 


Boy soprano with a remarkable 
voice, high in range but of more 
substance than a youngster of his 
apparent years—15 or so—would be 
likely to have. Kid may be under- 
sized boy of the late ‘teens or a 
midget. Certainly his air of ex- 

rienced trouper indicates more 

an his seeming age. “Co.” is man 
piano accompanist. 

Slightly comedy get up of flowing 
red tie and wide pants. Works 
straight with an occasional gag 
line, depending upon ability to de- 
liver rag pops in the style called 
coon shouting. Doesn't dance a 
step but scores unmistakably on 
novelty of big voice and Little Lord 
Fauntleroy appearance. Nothing 
smart or fresh about him. You get 
the effect of a well mannered kid 
clowning discreetly. 

Women will fall in love with this 
youngster, who looks Hike an angelic 
choir boy masquerading as a street 


gamin. An asset for the matinee 
trade. Did well here opening in- 
termission. Rush. 


JACK and RUTH HAYES 
Talk 

11 Mins.; One 

5th Ave. (V-P) 


Bright chatter between the coun- 
try miss and the city guy, with the 
girl having all the answers. Makes 
her predominate far above her 
partner, who registers just an av- 
erage straight. 

Talk is good and was fast enough 
a couple of times to roll off the 5th 
Avenuers’ laps. One gag this house 
passed up completely was the de- 
scription of an breakfast 
as a "Racing Fotm" and a Camel. 

Girl has bright appearance and 
handles the crossfire neatly. A slap 
in the face starts one of those St. 
Vitus dancing finishes and the 
couple exited to nice returns, Okay, 
although the boy could be more ag- 
gressive. Sid. 


ASHLEY PAIGE 
Xylophonist 

11 Mins.; One 
Palace (St. V.) 


Ashley Paige is a young and 
affable young man, manipulating 
his hammers with considerable ef- 
fect and to such general good pur- 
pose he stopped it in the deuce. 

Paige paces his program expertly, 
featuring four and six hammer 
manipulation. 

Good entertainer for almost any- 
thing. Abel. 


CHARLES R. FINK 
instrumentalist 

14 Mins.; One 
Riverside (St. V.) 

Young musician with strongest 
asset the banjo. Also uses what he 
calls an origination of his own, an 
instrument that he claims bears the 
combined notes of the banjo, guitar, 
harp and zither. Just a change of 
musical pace, but slammed over a 
clean hit with the banjo. 

Knows his topicals and inserts an 
operatic as well. 


Expert banjoist. Mark. 


JULES HOWARD and Co. (5) 
Blackouts 

14 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Hippodrome (V-P.). 

A warehouse act. Material and 
scenery were used by Smith and 
Dale (Avon Comedy Four) two sea- 
sons ago. It’s the subway ride gag 
with stops in various parts of New 
York followed by bits. 

The fire station scene falls pretty 
flat with Howard and his side kick 
not capable of pointing or timing 
the laughs. Giggles here and there 
in other scenes but sum total not 
impressive. 

Opened the show at the Hip, 
which is the tip off. K-A-O may 
use turn in intermediate houses. 
That's heir affair. Land, 


McLAUGHLIN and EVANS (3) 
Sketch 

18 Mins.; Two (Special) 
Broadway (V-P.). 

Probably one of the most poorly 
constructed comedy skits ever 
knocked together. Material de- 
citedly unfunny all the way 
through. Team is limited to about 
three surefire lines and plot is in- 
sufficient support. 

Scene is planted in a dressing 
room back stage. Action revolves 
around a couple of hams, the man 
blaming the femme for falling down 
on the job, not singing her numbers 
correctly and failing to laugh in the 
right places. 

Comes a dispatch from a legit 
producer asking the Montroses to 
appear in a show. Male half tells 
the frau to pack and go home as 
he doesn’t figure his style should be 
crabbed just when there is an op- 
portunity. The dame is especially 
upset about his proposal to cancel 
all the rest of their time. “How 
about dem t’ree days next mont’,” 
she cries, and that line continues to 
get laughs to the bitter end. 

Later turns out that the woman, 
not the man, is wanted. Gal pre- 
pares to go but changes her mind 
when hubby refuses to consider her 
gift of a pair of red flannel pajamas. 

Properly written or rewritten this 
act would make a fine vehicle. 
Third member of the turn is a flash 
hoofer, also acting as the stage 
hand. Leading players register with 
song and hocfing. Mort. 


HAVANIA 
Balancing 

16 Mins.; Four 
Riverside (St. V.) 

Havania appears as a woman, and 
for the finish doffs the wig showing 
it was a man who had done the bal- 
ancing and doffing of 14 gowns, 14 
so the program says. All costumes 
are on as Havania appears, and 
every minute or two off comes an 
outfit with another beneath. 

Disrobing goes on until there is 
just a blue costume left. Mean- 
while Havania does some balancing 
that seems especially difficult, as 
Havania is no featherweight in 
avoirdupois. 

Novelty in the costume thing and 
sufficient tricks in routine to hold 
attention. Mark. 


DAYTON and MAY Go. (1) 
Skit (Special Drop) 


Two 
5th Ave. (V-P). 
Dayton, May and Company are 


woman, man and boy. 

The first two are going along 
nicely as a two-mixed sidewalk 
turn with cross fire when the boy 
appears. For a moment it threat- 
ened to ruin a fairly good turn of 
its kind, but the boy didn’t. 

He sang one song, then another, 
and closed with a snatch of another 
in “one” whilst the older folks 
watched him, silently. 

Act is set in front of a special 
drop with the man a baggagemaster 
and the woman an actress waiting 
to catch a train. The kid is the 
baggageman's son, dressed like 
him. 

Good enough act of its sort with 
a couple of laughs in the cross 
firing. 


DOLAN and GALE 
Songs. 

14 Mins.; One 
American (V-P.). 

Man and woman who sing series 
of newest pops. He wears tux and 
she evening dress, and turn is ab- 
solutely straight. Get those rich 
harmony effects of tenor ané€ soa- 
prano, woman’s voice coming in as 
something like an obbligato to tenor 
solo, 

Woman accompanies at piano for 
some numbers, but it is the har- 
mony rather than excellence of 
either voice, that carries them, most 
of the American regulars being 
addicted to opulent vocal blending. 

Good unpretentious turn for No. 2 


spotting as here. Rush. 


Vaudeville Reviews 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 

Possessing the necessary ingre- 
dients for a well-balanced entertain- 
ment, the Palace show this week 
doesn't quite click with the certain- 
ty the components merit. Features 
include Marion Harris and James 
Barton, hold-over, splitting the top 
honors, with Claiborne Foster, Bren- 
nan and Rogers and Odali Careno as 
prominent sub-features, 

Barton as the holdover, without 
having seen his previous week's rou- 
tine, evidences a need for sequence 
editing. Doing too many songs, 
Barton dosn't really impress until 
he gets down to that deadly step- 
ology of his. While a comedian of 
no mean calibre, Barton’s comedy 
forte revolves about his pedal ex- 
tremities and not in the larynx or 
vocal chords. Even the song rou- 
tine isn’t as happy as it might be. 
After the dance specialties he 
wowed, but when he encored “Mag- 
nolia,” despite a superior interpre- 
tation than any of the three preced- 
ing song numbers, it let him down 
and out. 

Miss Harris, spotted in the second 
half, after a couple of seasons in 
musical comedy and revue, sells her 
ballads in distinguished style. She 
had to beg off after “The Man I 
Love,” a request. Her Victor re- 
cording of this number had much 
to do with vaudeville’s renewed in- 
terest in the songstress. Following 
a special introductory ditty, “Rain” 
opened liltingly. ‘More Than Sat- 
isfied” was another oustanding 
number and a novelty bucolic ditty, 
presumably restricted, got some- 
thing. 

J. Russel Robinson, accompanying: 
at the ivories, contributed a pop 
medley of his past performances, 
held together for a change by an 
intelligent lyric structure to relieve 
the plugs. 

In watching Miss Harris, with her 

penchant for upstage vocalizing, it 
would be interesting to watch the 
results of her downstage singing 
position. It occurs she would reg- 
ister even stronger, although it would 
be an obvious sacrifice to the stage 
pictures the songstress apparently 
Strives for. 
Odali Careno, next to closing the 
first half with her dramatico-vocal 
artistry, was an unqualified hit. The 
stately prima, with Marjorie Mary 
Scott, comely accompaniste assist- 
ing, did her four programed selec- 
tions (two in French), and encored 
with three more, pulling a show- 
stopper. 

Just preceding, the charming Miss 
Foster, in her condensation of Barry 
Connors’ “The Patsy,” retitled “Love 
Lessons” for vaude, was an intelli- 
gent and wholesome sketch entry. 
Charles Deland and Elmer Cornell, 
in support, more than satisfied. 

Howard's Spectacle opened, and 
Ashley Paige (New Acts), xylo- 
phoned his way to a show-stopper 
in the deuce. 

The Three Sailors reopened after 
Pathe News with their unique and 
original knockabout panto-acro- 
comedy. If sometimes inelegant, 
their stuff is ever funny, and Bert 
Jason, Bob Robson and Harry Blue 
merit featuring for comedy purposes 
on anybody’s variety stage. 

Miss Harris, Jay Brennan and 
Stanley Rogers, and Monroe and 


Grant followed in sequence. The 
“Margie” dirt dishers, coming on 
late, were heartily welcomed. The 


trampoline team was handicapped 
by the general exodus. 
fair. Abel. 


AMERICAN 


(Vaudfilm) 


Layout here first half illustrates 
the uncertainty of framing, a bill 
on paper and then weighing it on 
the stage results. First part ran 
like clockwork to a perfect climax 
closing intermission. It was short 
on comedy, but registered 100 per 
cent. with the customers and en- 
tertainment grew up in crescendo 
to the Paddy Cliff girl orchestra, 
whale of a small time girl flash 
and band ensemble. 

Then in the middle of the evening 
the show went blooey for no good 
reason. It was just a second sec- 
tion that wouldn’t blend, had no 
shape or balance as a bill and 
tapered off for dull entertainment. 
One of those things that happen. 

That American gang doesn’t re- 
act like the average small time 
crowd. They simply won't have 
straight acts, but anything that 
makes ’em laugh or gives them a 
novelty reaction they go for with 
fine enthusiasm. The two things 
they picked out of this aggrega- 
tion were the comedy talk and ad 
lib comedy stepping of Mason and 
Bailey, two colored men, and the 
Cliff femme musicians. Both were 
show stoppers and applause clean- 
ups. The rest pleased but mildly. 

Alexander and Gautier, openers, 
boy and girl punching bags. No 
showmanship and in consequence 
skill of pair gets little. They do 
only five minutes and brevity is the 
merit of the act. 

Dolan and Gale (New Acts) man 
and woman melody peddlers, entire- 
ly straight, keep their cycle of 
songs up to date. Four numbers 
from the newest output and nicely 


handled. Harmony is pretty ex- 


treme, the way the Bighth avenue 
mob likes it. 


It was here that Mason and 
Bailey had the first try at comedy 
and they built up a high score, 
easing off at the finish because they 
overstayed, holding for 20 minutes, 
five too much. Neither is a really 
good dancer, but they clown their 
faking of steps and it’s the comedy 
that does the trick. 

Paddy Cliff and his 10 girls 
ought to be worth & round sum 
for this grade of vaudeville. They 
have everything. Nine girl mu- 
sicians make a good appearance 
and can tear off pop music to a 
fare-ye-well, good both on the sax 
and brass effects and with the 
crooning strings. Tuba player, 
genial Amazon and cornet player 
double on cello and violin. Cliff, 
who leads the ensemble, dances solo 
with speed und skill that wouid 
make the basis of an act in itself 
and to make it thoroughly positive 
sings a coon-shouting number well. 
There are any number of singles 
in vaudeville getting past on less 
intrinsic talent than this young 
man has at the head of a girl band. 
In addition to these elements they 
carry Elsa Free, announced as an 
ex-‘Vanities” girl, who does un- 
dressed dances and also plays the 
violin while going through an acro- 
batic dance, Solid Waudeville en- 
tertainment, well thought out and 
delivered in showmanly manner. 

Al Gale and Co. (New Acts) are 
a boy soprano and his piano accom- 
panist. Al may be nearer to grown- 
up estate than he looks. His pow- 
erful voice and sureness in troup- 
ing would indicate more years than 
his apparent 15. 

Ketch and Wilma have a good 
comedy trick in a burlesque serious 
opening which leads to the man 
gagging with ventriloquial dummy. 
Woman starts with one of those 
pretentious parlor songs “Paul 
Revere’s Ride,” heavy descriptive. 
At the American it had the effect 
of reciting “Gunga Din” to the 
roughnecks. They were getting 
restless at the finish. Then the man 
in evening clothes started a simi- 
lar song and just as they were 
about to razz him, did the surprise 
switch to the dummy. Great plant- 
ing for comedy routine that fol- 
lowed, but dangerous here. Dummy 
stuff is only fair, but helped by an 
especially funny doll, grotesque 
messenger boy. Did but fairly. 

Sparling and Rose, two men talk- 
ers and singers, also were only so 
so. Have an idea in Hebe prize 
fighter and his bullying manager. 
The basis is here for effective talk, 
but they make nothing of it and 
presently go into ballad by straight 
and then into finish with parodies. 
Were billed just below headliner 
(Cliff), and hardly made good on 
the next to closing position. Could 
have switched with No. 3 (Mason 
and Bailey) for betterment of the 
running, 

Mack and Brantley, neat young 
boy and girl pair of skaters, closed. 
Skillful on the rollers, but no style 
of presentation. Youth and energy 
got them across, but sum up only 
a skating act. Rush. 


BROADWAY 


(Vaudfilm) 


Practically empty galleries and 
the ground floor not quite capacity 
at 75 cents was Monday night's re- 
sponse to an eight-act bill plus a 
feature film and assorted shorts. 

Eight acts, all up to standard as 
small-time bills go, and two comedy 
turns above the average in Jimmy 


Lucas and Bigson, Herbert Co., but 
a low b. o. 
Jimmy Lucas, next to closing, 


easily the outstander for results. 
The ad libbing of this boy's easy 
material is a panic with the cus- 
tomers. He couldn't even resist 
gagging the climax of his serious 
endeavor, the lecture on morality, 
with the girl in black cape sitting 
by silently and listening to the de- 
nunciation. Spiel seemed to move 
some of the folks in the back of the 
house to enthusiastic applause and 
the comedy finish was welcome 
though unexpected. 

No. 2, Cliff and Radcliff, colored 
entertainers with effective delivery, 
are kept from attaining better spot- 
ting through inclusion of several 
poor vocal selections and attempts 
at comedy without material. Solo 
delivered by the senior member, in 
double voice is clever, and this 
feature alone would be sufficient to 
carry the act at better value if rou- 
tine were remodeled along smarter 
lines. 

McLaughlin and Evans (New 
Acts) are wasted in a skit which has 
been thrown together. With only 
two or three strong lines and a 
flimsy plot the team still managed 
to get results. 

Yates and Lawley, following with 
songs, managed nicely for about 15 
minutes. Some of the numbers used 
could stand substitution without loss 
of prestige. 

Billy 3atchelor Co., -preceding 
Lucas, includes moderate hoofing 
and too much ancient gagging. 
Closing, “Peaches” Browning faded 
out quietly to little applause. Three 
Comiques, acrobats, opened. 
feature 


“Square Crooks” (Fox) 


film. Mori. 


ACADEMY 


(Vaudfilm) 

Plenty of quantity if not quali, 
first half. Absence of “names” 
keenly and no sell-out’ Monday 
night. Probably Lenten retrench. 
ment, but you can’t fool 'em on 14th 
street. More comedy would have 
helped lots. 


Racco and Partner, mixed team ot 
equilibrists, with woman as under- 
stander, opened with some neat 
hand balancing and held the spot. 

“The Artistic Revue," five girls 
and two men, contributed a likable 
song-and-dance flash, with dancing 
predominating and the “Whip Lash” 
number by the featured mixed danc- 
ing team the wallop. 

Fern and Marie, mixed team, fared 
so-so in next niche, angling hard for 
comedy, but not realizing results on 
this showing. Even the forced bows 
didn’t fool anybody. 

Mal Hallett and Orchestra (11), 
doubling from local dance hall, of- 
fered some hot instrumentation, 
which also gave the majority of the 
boys an opportunity to display ver- 
satility, clowning and dancing. The 
lad doing the Ted Lewis impression 
sewed up at this showing. 

Jean Bedini and Co., support com- 
prising daughter and two men, one 
of the latter under cork, muffed 
heavy on comedy, with Bedini's fa- 
miliar juggling specialty and daugh- 
ter’s dance the only counters. Just 
a mild one that won't kick up much 
dust. 

“Dance Mania,” another dancing 
flash, carrying four girls and three 
men, did a likable mixture of vari- 
ous modes of hoofing, but will de- 
pend upon the clever contortion 
work of the girl acrobatic dance to 
carry it far. A neat act, properly 
dressed, but more or less the usual 
flash routine save for the specialty 
dancer mentioned. 

Bert Lahr and Mercedes, return- 
ing from a legit revue sojourn, were 
a welcome oasis in the otherwise 
desert barren of comedy, and ran 
away with the show. Lahr’s mug- 
ging and unique delivery got them 
from go-off and held them. Solid 
hit of the show. 

Josephine Joseph's Side Show, 
freak congress of 10, closed and got 
over. (New Acts.) 

“The Warning” on screen. 

Fdba. 


STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 


Six acts and one slow spot that 
didn’t have to be bad. All to three- 
quarters of a house on the lower 
floor. Act in question was Myrtle 
Boland who hints at being able to 
sing a song but is shy meritorious 
melodies and lyrics. Only a ques- 
tion of time before she got to a 
ballad and patter, and she did. But 
they liked it so maybe it doesn't 
matter. Anyway, Miss Boland is 
setting herself for a career just one 
away from the opener for so long 
as she hangs on to her present rou- 
tine. Doesn't seem necessary either, 

Outside of that the bill ran along 
fast, given a nice start by Mulroy, 
McNeecey and Ridge on rollers. 
Plenty of action in this six minutes 
and a hop off item that won't do 
any vaude.show a bit of harm. 
After Miss Boland came Yates and 
Carson, the woman getting hysterl- 
cal at her male partner's sallies. An 
old formula, but one whigh fhe 
boys and girls are still giving a lot 
of time to in these parts. Team 
did nicely, but most of the laughter 
was recorded by the femme. 

Odiva was preceded by 18 min- 
utes of the seals that entertained 
plentifully. 3v the time the girl 
got to the tank the act was well 
over and got heavy applause at the 
finale, Might help if the male 
trainer were to work in tuxedo at 
night, but even so the business suit 
didn’t scem to affect applause. 

Kramer and Boyle started at 
9:50 and never quit until 10:36. 
That was because the male two- 
some ran over into the Leviathan 
Band. Kramer was clowning all the 
time, particularly stressed the -im- 
plied effeminacy of Boyle and a 
dancer attached to the orchestra 
and never missed. By the time the 
band got through they didn't want 
anybody on the stage to quit and 


the more or less “afterpiece’” sent 
‘em into the picture, “The Smart 
Set” (M-G-M), happy. Sid. 


FIFTH AVE. 


(Vaudfilm) 


This may be the first 5th Avenue 
vaude bill Larry Golde did not book 
in years. If so, Mark Murphy placed 
the variety end of the vaudfilm show 
for Mr. Proctor. It held but five 
acts, and no riot. It will take Mr. 
Murphy and a few others a long 
while to know this house and the 
-_ it needs, as well as Golde 
did. 

Besides which the picture was 
“The Night Flyer,” a Pathe feature 
that permits of a lobby ballyhoo, 
according to the press sheet, and 
gives nothing else. The total told 
in the scant attendance Monday 
night, as usual. 

It's funny, but Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum with the chance but once 
in a while to get a big feature film, 
such as “The Patent Leather Kid” 
or “Dressed to Kill,” grab it. These 
kind of features but show up their 
ordinary punk film stuff. It would 
be better to allow their regular 


(Continued on page 46) 


= 


aq. 
| Come 
cor 
strais 
Prim 
Soub 
soub 
If 
| 
| purl 
but 
quir 
Jora 
laug 
lum 
ship 
atte 
| bore 
hav 
mat 
styl 
The 
£0 
sipi 
soli 
don 
the 
j tio 
ing: 
the 
son 
her 
les¢ 
ar 
suc 
do 
au 
wa 
for 
jus 
| eas 
ba 
qui 
du 
| On 
aid 
pac 
sus 
the 
da 
th 
as 
| 
se 
| | on 
| to 
| fit 
an 
| shi 
cli 
of 
| th 
| ne 
| th 
| | | ru 
e€0 
fa 
th 
| re 
ch 
ti 
to 
| | — 
— ed 
| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | Bi 
| | ti 
| | | 3 
k 
| 
| tt 
| | | | 
| | | | 
| 
— | 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | | | 
| | | 
| 
| 
j 


Wednesday, March 28, 1928 


BURLESQUE 


REVIEWS 


TEMPTERS 


Wallace Morrow 
Utility MAM... Bert Faye 
straight eee Ray Cowan 


Lee Tucker 
Raynor 
Soubret... Nela Morrow 


If one fairly able comedian and 
the runway girls make a Mutual 
purlesque show, this is a winner, 
put if a wheel entertainment re- 
quires anything else, it’s a bust. Ed 
Jordan gets maybe 10 legitimate 
laughs during an evening. The Co- 
lumbia runway group under leader- 
ship of Bebe Almond snare casual 
attention four times. Rest is utter 
boredom. 

The three principal women 
haven't anything in talent, legiti- 
mate song and dance ability or 
style, charitably called “spice.” 
They grind and grind and then 
gome more in a performance as in- 
sipid and dull as rainy Sunday 
solitaire. These three girls simply 
don’t know the racket, or if they do 
the Columbia curbs them with cau- 
tious “don’t.” 

The men try to give the proceed- 

ings some pep by spilling dirt in 
their talk and in this respect have 
some of the smuttiest lines heard 
hereabouts so far in the new bur- 
lesque regime. But dirty talk 
against the background of a dreary 
succession of numbers and dances 
doesn’t get them anywhere with the 
audience. From first to last there 
was not a single patter of applause 
for a number or a dance shake that 
justified a repeat. They merely 
eased off in dead silence and came 
back in an eloquenet burst of eerie 
quiet. 
_ The mob came to life just twice 
during a two-hour performance. 
Once was when the runway girls 
did a “fishing’ number, dangling 
pads and pencils before the boys, 
suspended on strings from fishing 
poles. And once when Bert Faye, 
the utility man, did a long-shoe 
dance, a specialty that used to open 
the shows at Tony Pastor's 20 years 
azo. 

Not only were the grind princi- 
pal dances tiresome and the en- 
sembles without ginger, but the 
costuming is unkempt. In respect 
to dressing, this is the dingiest out- 
fit imaginable, drab in appearance 
and lifeless in action. 

The truth is that the burlesque 
shows coming into the Columbia. 
New York, are getting worse and 
worse. “The Tempters” seem a 
climax of dreariness. The answer, 
of course, is the new economy of 
production and operating costs, but 
that’s none of the audience’s busi- 
ness. For the same old $1.65, 
they’re getting very little but the 
runway girls. 

In all justice, it should be re- 
eorded that Ed Jordan is a satis- 
factory worker. Doing a “dope” in 
the first part and doing it well and 
repeating with the lazy smoke 


_characterization in the second sec- 


tion, he did all a comedian could 
to redeem a flat performance. His 
“jail house” bit is a first rate com- 
edy interlude. 

Going into the details of the per- 
formance of the other principals 
would be fruitless. The three prin- 
cipal women are _ looking. 
shapely and earnest in their efforts 
but without conception of what the 
situation calls for. Apparently small 
time specialty people have been 
dumped into a troup fo entertain 
a burlesque audience and they don’t 
know what it’s all about either. 

A few more of these outfits and 
the growing business, built up by 
the runway technique may fade. 

Rush, 


BEAUTY REVIEW _ 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, March 16. 

Louis Mansbach, of New York, 
and Morris Froelich, of Chicago, 
have just opened the most beautiful 
burlesque house in the country—the 

awndale, of Chicago. Picture 
house first, and a total loss as such, 
the new Lawndale is now a temple 
to sex appeal. 

Froelich and Mansbach control 
the Yankee Amusement Co., which 
operates the State-Congress bur- 
lesque house, just outside the Chi- 
cago locp, The two houses, old and 
new, are vastly different. While in 
the State-Congress one finds typi- 
cal old-style burlesque, with its 


hip-wavers, candy and cigarette 
hawkers, the new Lawndale is 
catering to an entirely different 


class of patronage with a de luxe 
Policy and excellent house manage- 
ment. 

But the Lawndale’s shows are 
essentially burlesque. Vulgarity has 
been reduced to a minimum and 


there is a total absence of hip- 
wavers. Neither are there any 
undress numbers. 

Roy Butler, producer for the 
Yanks, has found the requisite 


amount of undress can be displayed 
to better advantage in this vicinity 
under the gulse of art. The most 
daring exhibit of the entire produc- 
‘ion and one which will draw the 
devotees of the fleshpots is a 
‘ableau of girls in pirate costume. 
A rather choice selection of pul- 
‘ritude is embodied in the chorus 


of 38 girls. Very few of the sea- 
Soned old-timers and all rather 
well sculptured. Some fairly 
sparkle and the listless fleshies are 
in the minority. All chorus num- 
bers are gorgeously costumed. 

Dancing numbers and ensembles 
Staged by Alice Richey, who injects 
little “quirks.” A very fair array 
of shapely legs have been well 
tutored in their respective duties, 
and, considering the youth of the 
production, these underpinnings are 
doing very creditably. 


In an endeavor to-make bur- 
lesque just a bit more legitimate, a 
few specialties have been included, 
among them a dancing sister team 
—DeHaven sisters. These _ girls, 
rather tall and quite attractive, are 
of the picture house variety and 
add materially. Erhardt brothers, 
two young tappers, go thréugh their 
paces in specialties, and that nicely 
—for burlesque. 


Elinore Marshall, prima, is an 
innovation in Chi’s flesh flurries. 
Frank O'Neil, lead comic, rates 
well. George Schiller, a tall, clean- 
cut fellow, does a neat burlesque 
straight. Roy “Ezzie’”’ Butler, pro- 
ducer, ably does a Hebe comic. 


Each show includes a dramatic 
skit. This week 'twas “The Opium 
Ring,” by Roy Butler. Ralph 
Rickus does a perfect Chinee and is 
a standout. George Schiller good as 
a “fiend.” <A fair little presenta- 
tion, using nine people, and very 
good for burlesque. 

In the finale of the show Bobby 
Birch, male principal, acts as mas- 
ter of ceremonies and introduces 
the entire company. Irving Fields, 
boy tenor, soloing, is popular. 

Froelich, resident operator, is 
keeping an eagle eye on this new 
departure in burlesque, and for a 
man who garnered his wealth from 
the sale of automotive materials it 
would seem that he knows his bur- 
lesque onions. Movie news reel and 
comedy are used between shows. 

Regular scale is 60 cents with 
two shows a night. Fat. 


Carl Bowers’ Breakdown 
Detroit, March 27. 


Carl Bowers, principal comic at 
the Broadway Strand (stock), suf- 
fered a severe nervous breakdown 
last week and was sent to a Chi- 
cago hospital for observation. 

Ferne Perry (Mrs. Bowers), also 
in the Strand company, left with 
her husband. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Phillip Delacy, film actor, frac- 
tured his wrist in a ball game. 

Ralph J. Henry, manager Platts- 
burgh (Plattsburgh, N. Y.), recov- 
ering from injuries received in the- 
atre fire. 


Mrs. Dorinda Van Leer, wife of 
the assistant manager of “Chauve- 
Souris” company, in Kansas City 
hospital for a minor operation. Is 
recovering. 


George Landy, publicity director, 
F. N., recovered from minor opera- 
tion at Good Samaritan hospital, 
Los Angeles. 


Marion Bent will be with the 
Rooney act, it is expected, when the 
family turn reopens its Fox tour at 
Washington next week (April 2). 
Miss Bent injured her foot when 
last playing. She had to hobble 
about on crutches for four days. 

Larry Puck, with the Jark Curtis 
agency, got a bad foot and went to 
a hospital. For a time he was told 
an operation would be necessary. 
He out again hobbling, but no op- 
eration. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Le Gizzio, dancers, open in Ham- 
ilton hotel, Bermuda, next week. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Murray at 
Mount Royal hotel, Montreal. 

Madeleine Kaleen at Branford, 
Newark, N. J. 

Loretta Adams in 
Village Follies.” 

Fay Sisters with Faramount unit. 

Patricia O’ Dare, soprano, at 
Richmond Club, New York. 

Peggy Morow, ingenue, for North 
Hampton, Mass., stock. 

Ruth Rickaby, Gretchen Sher- 
man, Frank Kirk, for stock, Eliza- 
beth, N J. 

Milton Bronson and Society Step- 
pers for Blackstone hotel, Atlantic 
City, during the summer, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. George Morley in 
New York March 19, son. Father is 
treasurer of the Apollo. The More- 
leys have two boys and three girls, 
a record for a Broadway box office 
man. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Tobias, in 


“Greenwich 


New York, March 24, eon. Father is 
a song writer. 


CENSOR SHOWS DAILY 


Detroit Stocks Under Constant 
Watch—But Policy Is Lenient 


Detroit, March 27. 

Censoring police are now visit- 
ing stock burlesque houses daily. 
Each visit followed by elimination 
orders. 

The boys are pretty liberal, how- 
ever, except in the case of one of 
the five theatres. 

The once red hot attendance con- 
tinued on the wane last week 
though still nothing to ery about. 


Minn. Stock Tab Off 


Minneapolis, March 27. 

In their secona season in St. Paul, 
the McCall-Bridge Players have lost 
from $15,000 to $20,000 with their 
tabloid musical comedy company, 
aceprding to reports. They closed 
for the season last week and, it is 
said, will not return. 

The Minneapolis company at the 
Palace had been a winner for three 
years, but this season is reported 
far behind. Company is operating 
in Kansas City and Chicago, open- 
ing at the Tower, Chicago, this 
week, 

McCall, head of the company, is 
reputed to be several times a mil- 
lionaire and just in the show busi- 
ness because he enjoys it. He has 
the reputation, however, of not part- 
ing with money easily. 


Burlesque Romance Out 


Charles S. Burns was awarded a 
decree of divorce last week against 
Peggy Gi'ligan Burns, burlesque 
soubret, upon recommendation of 
Nathan Burr, referee, by the Su- 
preme Court, New York City. 

Burns in his complaint alleged in- 
fidelity with an unnamed corespon- 
dent at Paterson, N. J., several 
months ago when Mrs. Burns was 
soubret with a stock burlesque at 
the Majestic, Paterson. 

The couple were married at City 
Hall, New York, last year. They 
met and romance began last sum- 
mer wl -n Miss Gilligan was soubret 
with Burns’ stock at the Irving 
Place, Nev York. “urns is again 
operating a stock burlesque at the 
Irving Place. Prior to branching out 
for himself Burns had been con- 
nected for years with the Olympic. 


Birthday Party Gag 


A burlesque party gathered at 
Lanzer’s Italian restaurant, 168 First 
avenue, March 21 at the invitation 
of Joe Catalano, of the Mutual of- 
fices, to celebrate Eddie Sullivan’s 
birthday, which occurs in May. 

After an elaborate feed a sur- 
prise was sprung on I. H. Herk, head 
of the Mutual circuit, when Jacob 
Goodstein, attorney for Columbia, 
made a speech and presented Mr. 
Herk with a gold wrist watch. 
While it was announced as “from 
the gang,” it was Mr. Catalano who 
was the donor. 

John Eder, the Mutual’s coun- 
sellor, acted as master of cere- 
monies. Birthday excuse for party 
was gag on Herk. 


| BURLESQUE ROUTES 


Week of March 26 and April 2 
Bare Facts—Garrick, Des Moines; 32, 
Gayety, Minneapolis. 

Band Box Revue—L. OG, 2 H. & &., 
25th St. 

Bathing Beauties—Gayety, Louisville; 2, 
Mutual, Indianapolis. 

Be Happy—Gayety, Waehington; 2, Acad- 
emy, Pittsburgh. 
Big Revue—Garrick, St. Louis; 2, Gayety, 
Kansas City. 
Minne- 


| Burlesquers—Gayety, 
apolis: 2, Gayety, Milwaukee. 

Bright Eyes—Gayety, Omaha; 2,; Garrick, 
Des Moines. 

Broadway Scandale—Casino, Boston; 2, 
Empire, Brooklyn. 

Carrie Finnell—Lyric, Dayton; 3, Em- 
press, Cincinnati. 

Dimpled Darling—Empress, Cincinnati; 2, 
Gayety, Loutsville. 

Follies of Pleasure—26-27, Geneva; 28-29, 
Oswego; 30-31, Schenectady; 2-4, Majestic, 
Albany; 5-7, Colonial, Utica. 

French Models—Gayety, Kansas City; 2, 
Gayety, Omaha. 

Frivolities of 1928—-Mutual, Indianapolis; 
2, Garrick, St. Louis. 

Ginger Girls—Gayety, Brooklyn; 2, Hud- 
son, Union City. 

Girls from Happyland—Gayety, 
kee; 2, Haymarket, Chicago. 

Girls from the Follies—Orpheum, Grand 
Rapids; 2, Cadillac, Detroit. 

Girls of the U. 8S. A.—Emptre, Toledo; 2, 
Columbia, Cleveland. 

Happy Hours—H. & 8., 126th 2, 
Gayety, Brooklyn. 

Hello Paree—Gayety, Scranton; 2, Gay- 
ety, Wilkes-Barre. 

High Flyers—Gayety, Buffalo; 2, L. O. 

High Life—Gayety, Boston; 2, I. O. 

Hollywood Scandals—Cadillac, Detroit; 2, 
Empire, Toledo. 

Jazztime Revue—Columbia, Nes York; 
2, Lyric, Newark. 

Laffin’ Thru—26-28, Majestic, Albany; 
29-31, Colonial, Utica; 2, Gayety, Montreal. 

land of Joy—Gayety, Montreal; 2, Gay- 
ety, Boston. 


Milwau- 


Lid Lifters—Empire, Brooklyn; 2, Co- 
lumbia, N. Y. C. 

Merry Whirl—Gayety, Baltimore; 2, 
Gayety, Washington. 

Moonlight Malds—Gayety, Toronto; 2, 
Gavety, Rochester. 

Naughty Nifties—Gayety, Rochester; 2-3, 
Geneva; 4-8, Oswego; 67, Schenectady. 
Nite Hawks—¥FEmpire, ence; 2, 
oO. 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 


LOS ANGELES 


Rudolph Valentino used to be a 
cattle buyer, according to one John 
O. Hare from Wisconsin, who wrote 
in to the county clerk here when 
he read that the late actor's estate 
was being probated. Hare stated 
Valentino was his mother’s first 
cousin and laid claim to the estate 
by asking the court to bar all bills 
that may be presentea. Hare's let- 
ter was forwarded to George S. Ull- 
man, executor of the Valentino 
estate. 


The insolvent finances of Mrs. 
Laura Rhinock D’Arcy, recently 
divorced from Roy D’Arcy, re- 
ceived a preliminary airing at a 
hearing before Earl Moss, referee 
in bankruptcy. The latter tried to 
find out what had become of costly 
gifts asserted to have been bought 
by Mrs. D’Arcy and presented to 
her friends before filing her petition 
in bankruptcy. Hearing was con- 
tinued. 


For the third time since his in- 
earceration in Lincoln Heights jail 
Edward Le Roy, former cabaret 
owner, attempted to commit suicide. 
He is serving a two-year sentence 
on bootlegging charges. This time 
declared it may prove 
a 


Ruth Mack, screen actress, told 
police a story of being attacked by 
a strange man on Los Feliz road 
near Vermont and how she was 
eventually rescued by some men in 
a passing car. The girl described 
her assailant and gave a detailed 
account of what had happened. 


Charles Francis Coe, author of 
“Me Gangster” and “The River 
Pirate,” is on the coast collaborat- 
ing with the writers and directors 
preparing these stories for screen 
production at the Fox studios. 
Raoul Walsh will direct ‘Me Gang- 
ster” and William K. Howard “The 
River Pirate.” Howard is prepar- 
ing his own script, while B. Mark- 
son and John Reinhardt are pre- 
paring script for Walsh. 


Grant Withers, screen actor, run- 
ning to the courts of late, found 
Judge Daniel leniently inclined 
when he dismissed a contempt 
charge against him arising out of 
his marriage annulment to Inez 
Withers. The court that 
Withers was never served with a 
copy of the alimony order requiring 
him to pay $60 a month for the 
support of a minor child. 


J. Warren Kerrigan is leaving 
Hollywood to take a trip to 
Europe. 


United Artists stars who will ap- 
pear on the Dodge Brothers’ radio 
hour March 2% have been insured 
hy their spunsors for the sum of 
$250,000 for the occasion. Policy 
was secured through Behrendt and 
Levy, local insurance brokers, who 
made arrangements with the under- 
writers at Lloyds. 


Feud between Lou Daro, wres- 
tling promoter, and Hassan Mo- 
hammed, known as the “Terrible 
Turk,” was again settled in court, 
with both getting off with fines. 

Jury in Judge Blake’s court found 
the pair guilty of aisturbing the 
peace in a street fight. Both were 
sentenced to pay $25. Felony 
charge against Mohammed, accused 
of threatening Daro with death, was 
dismissed. 


Norma Talmadge and her husband, 
Joseph M. Schenck, agreed to pay 
$1,000 for the injuries to George 
Rose, 13, when bitten by a police 
dog belonging to the Schencks. The 
case was settled out of court on the 


voluntary request of the boy’s 
mother. 
Gertrude McDonald, 17, recent 


winner of a Venice beauty contest, 
has instituted suit -1 Cuperior Court 
over $350.000 in property left by her 
grandmother. Girl claims a share 
in the estate, which is declared to 


Nite Life in Paris — Lyric, 
Star, Brooklyn. 

Parisian Flappers—Grand, Akron; 2, Gay- 
ety, Buffalo. 

Pretty Bables—Academy, Pittsburg; 2, 
Lyric, Dayton. 


Newark; 2, 


Puss Puss—Lyceum, Canton; 2, Grand, 
Akron. 

Record Breakera—Haymarket, Chicago; 
2, Empress, Chicago. 

Red Hots — Plaza, Worcester; 2, Btate, 


Springfield. 
Saratoga Cthips—Gayety, Wilkes-Barre; 2, 
L. 


Social Maids—State, Springfield; 2, 
Howard, Boston. 
Speed Girls—Trocadero, Philadelphia; 2, 


Gayety, Baitimore. 
he eo Bozo—Hudson, Union City; 2, 
Sporty Widows—Orpheum, Paterson; 2, 
Gayety; ®eranton. 

Step Lively Girls—Howard, 
Empire, Providence. 

Stolen Sweets—Empress, Chicago; 2, Or- 
pheum, Grand Rapids. 

Sugar RBables—Columbia, Cleveland; 2, 
Lyceum, Canton. 


Boston; 2, 


Tempters—Star, Brooklyn: 2, Trocadero, 
Philadelphia. 


have been placed in trust with a 
relative, 

Corinne M. Swenson, writer, filed 
a $25,000 plagiarism suit in Superior 
Court against Mary Pickford and 
Kathleen Norris in connection with 
the film story of “My Best Girl.” 
The complaint alleges that Miss 
Swenson wrote a scenario called 
“Magey Murphy From Cork,” which 
she declared appeared under the 
title of Best Girl." Miss Norris 
} credited as the scenarist for the 

m. 


The $110,000 daraage suit of the 
Waldorf Productions, Inc., against 
May McAvoy was taken off the 
Superior Court calendar when 
neither side appeared for trial. Suit 
was brought against Miss McAvoy 
on the ground that she had failed 
to keep an agrec nent with the con- 
cern by starring in a pciture for 
them. Actress denied violating any 
agreement. 


CHICAGO 


Helen Broderick, of Broderick and 
Craw‘ord, got local stuff to the ef- 
fect that she would leave next month 
for Leipsig, Germany, where an 
uncle had died leaving her an estate 
of $275,000. 


Directors of the United States 
partment of Labor assert that the 
Chicago employment situation is be- 
coming less acute. 


Harry M. Harger, an employee of 
the Atlas Film company, is seeking 
an injunction in Chicago courts to 
restrain his mother-in-law from 
visiting his home in attempts to 
break up his family. 


“Drury Lane,” “Two Pete's Cafe,” 
“The Water Trough,” “M. P.,” “The 
Merry-Go-’Round” and “Mo’s” were 
among the 41 places served with 
temporary injunctions by Federal 
Judge Wilkerson, charged with vio- 
lation of the prohibition law. 


Samuel Insull, patron of the arta, 
angel of the Civic Opera, and seve 
eral theatrical hobbies of his wife, 
has essayed to assume responsibile 
ity for the financing of the Chicago 
World Fair in 1933. 


“Countess” Alicia Aeriatta Corn- 
wall, as she calls herself, dancing 
instructress and one-time profes- 
sional acrobat, has been arrested for 
the sale of a stolen car. 


Collegiate dancing contests are 
being staged at Schoenstadt’s Pic- 
cadilly theatre. The house has 
tried every possible policy short of 
burlesque, to no avail. 


A black powder bomb, placed tR 
the Stucco Inn, Chicago cafe, com- 
pletely wrecked the place. Particle 
pants in the current beer war are 
held responsible. 


Members of the Drama League of 
Chicago are to broadcast every Sun- 
day evening over WEBH. A three- 
act play by Robert Kasper, entitled 
“Billions,” is to be the opening 
number. 


Motion pictures of Chicago’s fire 
department in action are being 
shown in loop theatres as part of @ 
campaign for a $1,725,000 bond issue 
to cover improvements needed in 
the fire department, 


John Nortman, owner of the Lex- 
ington theatre, was kidnapped in 
front of his home and taken back 
to his theatre, where the bandits 
forced him to open the safe and 
release over $2,000. e 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Meyer Corn, proprietor of the 
Black Cat cabaret and for years 
well known in pugilistic and theat- 
rical circles, died at Mount Zion 
hospital, aged 56 years. 

William Randolph Hearst, Jr., and 
Alma Walker, of Piedmont, were 
married March 24 in the Interde- 
nominational Church. William Rane 
dolph Hearst and Mrs. Hearst were 
here for the ceremony. 


Moulin Rouge 
Sevens Club, both in the Italian col- 
ony, raided by prohibition officers, 
who allege seizure of small quan- 
tities of liquor in both places. 


Population of San Quentin Prison 
is now placed at 4,157, of whom 
2.243 are under 30. There are 98 
women prisoners. In the total pope 
ulation are included 265 lifers and 
seven condemned men, 

Mildred Wright, concert violinist, 
flled suit for diverce in Superior 
Court, charging Georre Cedric 
Wricht, also concert musician, with 
cruelty. She alleges he constantly 


criticized her playing. 
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Wednesday, March 28, 1928 


PRESENTATIONS—BILLS 


Shows carrying numerals such as (25 
week on Sunday or Monday, 
with split weeks also indicated by dates. 


THIS WEEK (March 26) 


NEXT WEEK (April 4) 


as date may be. 


or (26) 


indicate opening this 
For next week (3) or (4) 


An asterisk (*) before name signifies act is new to city, doing a new 


turn, reappearing 
Pictures 


include 
presentation as adjunct. 


aftera 


bsence or appearing for first time. 
in classification picture policy with vaudeville or 


GERMANY 
Month of March 


BERLIN 
Barberina 
Mariea Riecko 
Hudson 2 
Bel'a Tapia 
Jimmy 
Kapt Barrison 
Lillian Forring 
3 Kud Voe 
Schelds & Oginski 
Madeline 3 
Peter Kante 
Gellines Rev 
Boulevard 
Nachmittags 
Permanes 
Ellinor Falk 
Geo Rucher 
Carter 
Annemai Haee 
Edith Meinhardt 
Eidenhof Casino 
Elli Glassner 
Jehnny Etvos 
Fritz Berger 
Lilish & Vicky 
Alfred Lindt 
Carlotta Villany 
Faun d. Friedrichs. 
Erich Outtstadt 
Didi Biste 
Johnny Bing 
Bob Ren & Ptnr 
Wellos Musikal 
Mary & Erik 
Wally Winter 
Florida 
Kentucky Co 
Lola Gray 
Xenia Ledoff 
Harry Staffian 
Erna ErnaniC &G 
Guido Herper 
Willi Frager 
Verkmeister & Sabo 
Kabarett Komiker 
Hesterberg 
Morgan 
Karlweis 
Honselar 
Willi Schafers 
L & E Schwarz 
Willi Rosen 
Ges Severus 
Francis Dorny 


Libelle 


Tvida & Tee 
Su & Matra 
Lydia Wiesner 
yes Dewitz 

L & C Royal 
Rene Grewill 
Manci Rimoczy 


Palais am Zoo 
Eveetes & Roberts 
Tilda & Lee 


Scala 

Paul Gordon 
Max Hansen 
Alf Jackson Co 
Hermanoka & D 
Fillis 

istori & Ptnr 
Rernt & Ptnr 
Paul Sandor 
Bedini & Taffini 3 
Night Am. Music H 
Rastelli 


Valencia 
3 Kid Vor 
Schelds & Oginsky 
Gellins Rev 
Joe Steether 
Agy Magegyar 
Ges Aimee 
Kapt Barrison 
Luigi Bernauer 


Wien-Berlin 
Maria Ney 
Su & Matra 
Lilian Gray 
Nikolai Sinkowsky 
Heger Terzett 
Ges Schwarz 
Edith Hagedorn 
Erich Wolf 
Ara Ilana 
Karl Elzer 


Wintergarten 
Otto Reuter 
Sun Yat Sen 
Evelyne Dove 
7 Breyers 
Beblars Tr 
Latabars 
Parraceta 3 
Hfudson Girls 
P Bloomgarten Ptr 
Les Athenas 


Cerodini 
Musters'tin Grot’ke 


J J Omori 


PARIS 
Week of March 26 


Apolle 


Averino Sis 
Ta!lamas 

Alex Marsel 
Sarah Bertiat 
Raoul Guerin 
Frehe!l 
Wercedes Daimau 
Btito Rifti 7 
Miss Kitty’s Co 
France Martis 
Tilstoi Sextet 
Max Roge 
Bernaschi 7 


Empire 
Wiener & Doucet 
Boucot 
Brecker's Co 
Mangean Tr 
Jerez Bros 
Geaiks-Geaiks 
Goliath 2 
Paul Bernard 
6 Morriss 
Eldons 

Marigny 
Jane Marnac 
Saint Granier 


Dranem 
Nina Myral 


Yvonne Faroche 
Raimu 
Maud Burgane 
Anita Labarta 
Petrika Marin 
Pierre Sergeol 
Doriane 
Jean Deiss 
Guillet 
Emile Roques 
Marcel Carpentier 
JosylNa 
Zazani-Lafond 
Olympia 
Jane Pierly 
Ar-ies 
Barbette 
Stervel 
Arlies 
Mismarguett 
Helene Baudry 
Elena lvanova 
Ludwing ?Geryinska 
Kentuckys 
Storks 
Grazio 
Seattle Tr 
Demokritos 
Jarocky 
Brunner 3 
Kidams 2 


Picture 


Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (24 


"On Parade’ Unit 
Watt toesner 
Capitoiians 
Kendall Cappe 
Chas Rozelle 
Franklin & Stanley 
16 Cadet 

Albertina Rasch Co 
Big ity’ 


(24) 
“Hey Unit 
Gibson Sis 
John Boyle Co 


Frank De Voe 
Jack Po 
“Red Ha 

(31 » 


“Rainbow Rhap” U 
P Whiteman Orch 
“Doomsday” 
Rialto (24) 
Olive Hutchinson 
R Morgan 
“Legion of Cond” 
Rivoli (24) 
Cantor Alter 
Nanette Baer 
Plotmikoff Orch 
Abbey Sis 
“Gaucho” 
Roxy 
Roxyettes 
Harold V .Duzee Co 
Le Reis 
“Jazz Singer” 
Strand (24) 
argaret Schilling 
scagno Ballet 
3 Aristocrats 
Eddie Lewis 
“The Noose” 
CHICAGO, TELL, 
Avalon (2) 
Roy Detrich Bd 
Milton Watson 
Nixon & Sans 
Capitol (2) 
Caesar Linden Bd 
Milten Watson 
Nixon & Sans 
Chicago (26) 
“Fast Mail’ Unit 
H L Spitalny Bd 
Lou Kosloff 
Milton Charles 
Eva Thornton 
Roy Shelton 
Myrtle Gordon 
Eddie Hill 
ke Grohs 


(24) 


Foster Co 
“Rig City” 
Granada (2) 


Chas Kaley Bd 

“Jazz Singer’ 
Harding (26) 

“Arabian Nights’ U 

Al Belasco Bd 

Ed Meikel 

Heller & Riley 

2 Black Dots 


Zastrow & Whi 
Viola Rocketts 
“West Point” 
Marbro (2) 
Ben@y Beroff Bd 
Herbert Clifton 
6 Bombairs 
Myron Pearl Co 
Norshore (25) 
“Rubbling Over’ U 
Al Kvale Bd 
Billy Carpenter 
Bell & Coated 
Ginger Rogers 
Midnight 3 
Abbott Co 
“Feel My 
Oriental (26) 
“Blue Rev” Unit 
Paul Ash Bd 
Henri Keates 
Johnny Dunn 
Syncopation 4 
Freddie Martin 
Cully Claire 
Paul Small 
Abbott Co 
‘Burning Daylight’ 
gal (24) 
Fess Williams Bd 
Marshall Rogers 
3 Cyciones 
Dink Stewart 
Luster Bros 
Willie Mack 
Carolyn Boyd 
“Last Command” 
Rialto (2) 
Voltaires 
E & M Ernie 
Senate (26) 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Barton & Yound 
Will Cowan 
Julia Gerity 
Jean Houston 
Gould Co 
Preston Sellers 
‘Sporting Goods” 
Sheridan (2) 
Verne Buck Bd 


e Co 


Pulse’ 


Joe Allen 
Stratford 
2d half (5-8) 
M Hi'lblom Bd 
Ted Leary 
Comer Girls 
M't's’'y & McD'n'ld 
Audrey Christy 
Tivoli (26) 
“Havana” Unit 
Bennie Krueger Bd 
Wally Jackson 
Geo D Washington 
Tapa $ 
Dorothy Berke 
Mario Malke 
Coster & Hewlett 
F & J Hubert 
Clifton & Brent 
“West Point" 
Uptown (26) 
‘Dancing Feet’ Unit 
F Masters Bd 
George Jessel 
Vale & Stewart 


DENVER, COLO. 
Denver (31) 
‘R'd H’'t C’p'rs’ U't 

Janet Sis 
Hutchins & H'liwy 
Helen Kennedy 
Clifton & DeRex 
8 Goulds 
DES MOINBs, IA. 
Capitol (31) 
Belle & Coates 
Cosci & Verdi 
Bee Sarche 
(Two to fill) 
DETROIT 
Capitel (24) 
‘On the Radio’ U't 
Harry MacDonald 
6 Tivoli Girls 
Capitol Co 
Helen O'Shea 
Morgan & Stone 
Morre & Shy 
Dean Newton 
Ruth Durrell 


Opening 
Saturday 


1560 Broadway 


VERSATILE 
MIGNON LAIRD 


The Only Harpist Dancer 
Before the Public 


New Stanley Theatre 


Journal Square, Jersey City 


MARCH 31 


Personal Direction 


ALF. T. WILTON 


Bryant 2027-8 


Richard Edwards 
Doris Ferris 
Oseard Co 
‘G'tl'm’n P’f’r B'ds’ 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Howard (31) 
‘Shadowland’ Unit 
Pauline Alpert 
Roy Rogers 
Stella Powers 
Cross & Levine 
Foster Rev 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
Century (26) 
Ted Claire Bd 
Miriam Lax 
Robert Cloy 
Ben Blue 
Alfred Latell 
Svlvan Dell 
Felcia Sorel Co 
“Feel My Pulse” 
(2) 


“See-Saw” Unit 
‘Latest from Paris’ 
New (26) 
Bemis & Brown 
Mme Pompadour 
“Paiamas” 

Rivoli (26) 
Willie Smith Bd 
Helen Windsor Co 
Maury Leas 
“Devil's Skipper” 

Stanley (26) 
Boyd Senter 
6 Brown Bros 
Toots Novello 
Emily Fitzgerald 
Arthur Ball 
‘Night of Mystery’ 
BIRM'GH’M, ALA. 

Alabama (31) 
Deweys 
Doyle & Shirmer 
Richy Craig Jr 
Pegey English 
BOSTON, MASS. 

State (26) 
Friscoe 
Wilson Sis & W 
“The Circus” 

(2) 
Mosconis 
‘Wickedness Pref’’ 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 

Buffalo (24) 
“Pagoda Land” U't 
Adler Weil & H 
Wallace & Cappo 
Gus Mulcay 
Irene Taylor 
Chester Hale's Co 
H Straus Orch 
“Old Ironsides” 
Great Lakes (25) 
Clara K Young 
Silver Toes 
Pat Daily Co 
‘Alias the Deacon’ 

(1) 
Florentine Sing 
‘Good Time Ch'rley’ 

Lafayette (26) 
Toney & George 
Wally & Zella 
Foster & Seaman 
Dorothy Onaip 
Sherman & Grant 
Rose's 25 Midgets 

“Silk Stoc kings” 
CLEVEL AND, O. 
Allen (24y 
St’ps & St’p'rs’ U't 

Tilomay Bailey 
Charles Huey 
M'nh'ttan Steppers 
Glen & Jenkins 
“Red Hair" 

(31) 
‘Frolics of ’28’ U't 
*“Rose-Marie”’ 


Vitale Bd 
Whitney’s Dolis 
Rogers & Stone 
White Bros 
Delano Dell 
Bebe Barri’s Co 
“The Circus” 
Ohio (31) 
Bt'’ps & St’p'rs’ U't 
DALLAS, TEX. 


Palace (31) 
“Rainbows’ Unit 
Paul Mall 


Freddie & Eddie 
Jeanne Geddes 
Lyndon & Farman 
Effie Martin 


Petroff Co 


Don Miller 
“Blue Danube” 
Grand Riveria (25) 
Keystone Ser 
Watts & Hawley 
Taylor Sis 
Welford & Newton 
Merle Clark 
‘G'tim'n P’f’r B'ds’ 

Michigan (24) 
*‘Taka-Chance Unit 
EV’NSVILLE, IND. 

Victory 

2d half (5-7) 
Lester Bell & G 
Cortez & Ryan 


Gilroy Cole & H 
Al Rome 
Marie Allyn Co 


FT. WORTH, TEX. 
Worth (31) 
‘Marching On’ Unit 

Rudy Wiedoeft 

Walter Craig 

Lila Man 

Lomas Tr 

Ch’f Eagle Feather 

Paul Oscord Rev 

HOUSTON, TEX. 

Metropolitan (31) 

‘Stepping High’ U't 

Kikuto Japs 

A & Carr 

Lew Fink 

Ross & Gilbert 

John LaValle 

Hines & Leonard 

Jack Sidney 

IND’APOLIS, IND. 
Palace (31) 

Chester Hale Co 

Rome & Dunn 

Ernie & Fisher 

Sylvia Miller 

Ted Joyce 

Buck & Bubbles 

“Rose-Marie” 
JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (24) 

Charlie Melson Bd 

Collins & Brown 

Givot 

Irmanette 

Veronica 

Alexis Kosloff Co 

Luna Nestor 

Holt & Leonard 

Gladys Wheaton 

Joseph Kun 

“The Dove" 

KANS. CITY, MO. 
Midland (31) 

“Tick Tock” Unit 

Coleman Goetz 

Kohn & DePinto 

Macon & Mayo 

6 Hassans 

Connor 2 

“Sporting Goods” 
LOS ANGELES 
Boulevard (23) 

Gene Morgan & Bd 

Chirot & Mercado 


Egyptian (23) 
Georgie Stoll & Bd 
Maxwell & Lee 
Harry Vernon 
England Ong 
Mona Lee 
“Chicago” 
Metropolitan (24) 
‘Merry Widow’ U't 
Frank Jenks 
Joseph Griffin 
Royal 
Felicia Sorel Co 
Runaway 
Virginia Johnson 
Accent & Jenessku 
“Love & Learn” 
Million Dollar (22) 
I.eco Forbstein Orch 
Madame Wynn 
“The Crowd” 

State (23) 
Benny Rubin 
Hana-Shimozumi-I 
Kitaros 
Aida Kawakaml 
Dolores & Eve 
“The Noose” 
United Artists (28) 
Dion Romandi Or 
Old Angel City 4 
Miss Allen 
“Ramona” 

Uptown (23) 
Vitaphone 


“Student Prince’ 
MILWAUKEE 


Miller (2) 
Rutledge & Taylor 
Hawkes & Mack 
Josephine Davis 
Bank's Sis 
NEWARK, N. J. 

Branford (24) 
Nazarro Jr 
Les Stevens Bd 
Ruth De Nise 
Elba 
Collette Sis 
Frolic 4 
Duke & Lord 
Jolly Joyce 
“Wife Savers” 
Mosque (24) 
Vitaphone 
“Jazz Singer’ 
Sanford (25) 
Buddy Page 
Ray Nicho!s Bd 
Lorraine Sis 
Helen Stevens 
Nite Club Co 
Monison Capont 
*‘Rose- Marie” 
NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Sherman (26) 
Harry Ames Rev 
Dorothy Dave 
Cc & R Cortez 
N & E Gary 
‘Girl in Every Port’ 
N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Saenger (31) 
“Listen Inn’? Unit 
Jerome Mann 
Herman & Seaman 
Miss Herminette 
Carlos & Inez 
Hoffman Co 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Riviera (31) 
‘H’py Go L’ky’ U't 
Billy Adams 
Lamberti 
Mildred LaSalle 
Rotunno Bros 
Gould Co 
PHILADELPHIA 

Fay’s (24) 
Michel 
Wilson & Addie 
Billy Hall Co 
Saranoff Co 
Francis Nelson 
‘Soft Living’ 

Fox’s (25) 
Ted Lewis Rd 
‘Why S'l'rs Go W's’ 

Stanley (25) 
Van & Schenck 
“Divine Woman” 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Penn (26) 
Unit 


Royal Samoans 
Felicia Sorel Co 
“Ramona 


( 
‘Gallopin’' On’ Unit 
‘Latest from Paris’ 

Stanley (25) 
Fiorentine Sing 
Harak & Locke 
10 Serovas 
“Showdown” 
PR'VIDENCE, 

Fay’s (26) 
Walter Scanlan 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Hl! B Toomer Co 
Morris & Ward 
Martin & Martin 
“Wagon Show" 
S’'N ANT’NIO. T’X. 

Texas (31) 
“Follies” Unit 
Runaway 4 
Lime 2 
3 Kemmeys 
Roy Cropper 
SAN FRANCISCO 

California (22 
Gino Severi Be 
“The Enemy’ 

Granada (23) 
Owen Sweeten Bd 
Willie Solar 
Helen MacDonald 
Foster Co 
“The Dove” 
St. Francis (24) 
M Brammil!la Bd 
“Hats Off’ 

Warfield (24) 
Rube Wolf Bd 
Gene Boydell 
Hal Sidaire 
Romaine 


MO. 
Ambassador (24) 
“Red Hair" 
Missouri (24) 
“Tick Tock” Unit 
Helen Yorke 
Bayes & Speck 
“Crystal Cup” 
State (24) 
‘Or'nt’l J’z R'v’ U't 
Buck & Bubbles 
Gypsy Byrne 
Julia Kellety 
Erna & Fisher 
“The Gaucho” 


R.I. 


Brady & Wells 
Olivette 

Sim Moore & Pal 
Evans & Mayer 
“Quality Street’ 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
State (31) 
“Araby” Unit 


Haynes & Beck 
Maker & Redf'd Co 

2d half (5-8) 
Mulroy McN & R 
Jack Housch Co 
Robinson & Pierce 
Old Gang 
(Two to fill) 

State (2) 
Winnie & Dolly 
lierb Williams Co 
Carnival of Venice 
(Three to fill) 

Victoria 

ist half (2-4) 
Bardelangs 
Bernard & Kranz 
Chase & Collins 
Sol Brilliant Co 
Marion Wilkens Co 

2a half (5-8) 
Robbins 3 
Alice Lawlor Co 
Bond & Trent 
Jock McKey 
Nelson Maples Orch 

BROOKLYN 

Bedford 

Ist half (2-4) 
Florence Martinez 
Murray & Leonard 
Kelly-Jackson Co 
Jack LaVier 
(One to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Arleys 
Louise Squires Co 
Ketch & Wilma 
Lane & Byron 
Bert Collins Co 

Gates Ave, 

Ist half (2-4) 
Mulroy McN & R 
Alice Lawlor Co 
Golden Bird 
Briscoe & Rauh 
Melody Mansion 

2d half (6-8) 


Cartme!!l Harris Co 
Demarest & Deland 
Night at Coney Isl 
CLEVELAND, O. 
State (2) 
Violet Ray & N 
Konosan 
Geo Fredericks Co 
Corbett & Barry 
Elsie & Paulsen Co 
COLUMBUS, O. 
Broad (2) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Stanley & Singer 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Julia Kelety 
Will J Kennedy Co 
Lieut Gitz Rice Co 
CORONA, L. L 
Plaza 
Ist half (2-4) 
Al Libby Co 
Myrtle Boland 
Rodero & Maley 
Harry Girard Co 
(One to fill) 
2a half (5-8) 
John Olms Co 
Chas & L Gerard 
Barbier Simms Co 
Chas & M Dunbar 
McKee O’Connor Co 


DETROIT, MICH. 
State (2) 


Aerial Smiths 
Swartz & Clifford 
Walter Walters Co 
Sid Lewis 

Paul Tisen Orch 


EV’NSVILLE, IND. 
Tivoli 


Ist half (2-4) 
Chas McGoode Co 


Oxford 3 
Vine O'Donnell Co 


Frank Mullane 
A Night in Havana 


and 
Sam Lyons. 


quick time, 


LYONS & LYONS 


Intimate Chats: 
Vaudeville 


For the best in vaude 
vaudfilm 
bookings see our Mr. 


house 


That open 


time becomes closed in 


Drop in. 


LYONS & LYONS 


PARAMOUNT SLOG NEW YORK 


‘M'n W’man & Sin’ 

WASH’GT'N, D. C. 

Earle (24) 

Leon Navara 

Ed Hyman Pres 

Allen Prior 

Bob Stickney 

Shean Phillips & A 

Dan Breeskin Sym 

‘H’t of F’lies Girl’ 
Fox (24) 

J Stebbins Pres 

Meyer Davis Sym 

Leon Brusiloft 

Oumansky Bal 

Manning Co 

Chas Althoff 


Myrtle Pierce 
Tsabelle Dwan 
Dolores 


‘Girl in Every Port’ 
(31) 


Pat Rooney 
Marion Bent 
Pat Rooney 3d 
‘G'd Time Ch'rley’ 
Palace (24) 
Wesley Eddy 
Publix Pres 
Wainwright Sis 
Max & Dogs 
Griffin & Rosette 
Joe Jackson 
Foster Co 
‘Latest from Paris’ 
31 


“Hula Blues” 
Drena Beach 
Moore & Powell, 
F & J Hubert 
Anna Chang 


“Hey Hey” Unit 
“Baby Mine” 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
American 

Ist haif (2-4) 
Ziegiers 
Size & Shieids 
Senna & Weber 
Frank D'Amore Co 
Helen Honan Co 
Jock MceKey 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 


Florence Martinez 
Penny Reed & Gold 
Will Higgie Co 
Frank Hamilton 
Ideals 

Creedon & Davis 
3 Olympians 

(One to fill) 


Boulevard 


Ist half (2-4) 
Jungleland 
Trado 2 
Dillon & Parker 
Yorke & O'Brien 
Will Higgie Co 

2d half (6-8) 
Bardelangs 
Sammy Duncan 
Kelly-Jackson Co 
Faber & Mcintyre 


Grace Edler Co 


Baxter & Bray 
Morris & Shaw 
3 Maids 

(One to fill) 


Grand 
ist (2-4) 
Oxford 3 
Henry Frey 
Bond & Trent 
Bragdon & M Co 
Jeanne Fuller Rev 
2d half (6-8) 
Mitkus 2 
Helen Moretti 
Ed D’Orsay Co 
Sol Brilliant Co 
Maker & Redf’d Co 
Greeley Sq. 
Ist half (2-4) 
3 Bernards 
Ethel Dallon Co 
Frank Hamilton 
Ed D’Orsay Co 
Faber & McIntyre 
3 Maids 
2d half (6-8) 
Jack LaVier 
Chase & Colling 
Margie Coates 
Muriel Kaye Co 
(Two to fili) 
Lincoln Sq. 
Ist half (2-4) 


Raymond Wilbert 
Carney & Jean 
Jeanne Fuller Rev 


Melba 
Ist half (2-4) 
Lane & Byron 
Tom Christian Bd 
(Others to 
2d half (5-8) 
Pisano & Landauer 
Bob Nelson Co 
Tom Christian Bd 
(Three to fill) 
Metropolitan (2) 
3 Webers 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Renard & West 
Libby & Sparrow 
Mary Haynes Co 
Paddy Cliff Orch 
Oriental 
Ist half (2-4) 
LeRays 
Cc & L Gerard 
Barbier Simms Co 
Donovan & Lee 
Mooney & C Rev 
2a half (5-8) 
Jungleland 
Chas F Seamon 
Golden Bird 
Johnny Berkes Co 
4 Rubini Sis 
Palace 
ist half (2-4) 
Gomez & Gomez 
Evelyn Cunn’gham 
B Thomashefsky 
Geo Morton 
4 Aces & Queen 
2d half (5-8) 
2 Kentons 
Elsie Huber 
Burns & Kane 
Parisian Arts 
(One to fill) 
Premier 
Ist half (2-4) 
Foley & Masimo 
Rollins & Fern 
Carney & Jean 
Bert Collins Co 
(One to fill) 
2a half (5-8) 
Alexander & Gaut’r 
Marjorie Burton 
Rock & Blossom 
Yates & Carson 
White Eagle Rev 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Grand (2) 
3 Golfers 
Lydia Harris 
Frank Sinclair Co 
Frank Melino Co 
Florence Hedges Co 
BAY RIDGE 


ist half 
Brosius & Barton 
Louise Squires Co 
Robinson & Pierce 
Browning & Br'ken 
Whiteside Rev 

2d half (5-8) 
3 Bernards 
Dillon & Parker 


Arleys 


Emil Boreo 


Eddie Gordan 
“Shield of Honor’ 
Carthay Circle 
(Indef) 

Carli Elinor Orch 
Jack Laughlin's Co 
Ivan Bankoft 
20 Bavarians 
Vina & Arthur 
30 Song Birds 
Frank Shannon 
Ardine & Joby 
Theo Kosloff Bal 
Elizabeth Hocker 
“4 Sons’ 

Chinese (Indef) 
Ballyhoo 
Poodles Hannaford 
Major Mite 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Ed & Jan Rooney 
3 Freehands 
Pallenberg's Beare 
Slayman Ali's 
“The Circus” 

Criterion (28) 
Bakaleinikoff Orch 


‘Uncle Tom’s C'bin’ 


Ist half (2-4) 
Victoria & Frank 
Joe LeVeaux 
Reddy & Hyman 
White Eagle Rev 
Cornish & Green 
Cooke & Langton 
Lew Hilton Co 
Mrs Harry Houdini 

2d half (5-8) 
Gomez & Gomez 
Evelyn Cunningh’m 
Tower & Howard 
B Thomashefsky 
Browning & Br’ken 
4 Aces & Queen 

Delancey St. 

Ist half (2-4) 
Alexander & Gaut’r 
Marjorie Burton 
Tower & Howard 
Emil Boreo 
Muriel Kaye Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Zieglers 


JACK L, LIPSHUTZ 
PLAYING TAILOR 908 Walnut St. eusamuiie 
John & Griffith ‘Commodore Lorraine & Neal | Lohse & Sterling 


Goss & Barrows 
Margie Coates 
2 to fill) 


Millie Zellia 
Rollins & Fern 
Sparling & Rose 
Waites Family 
(One to fill) 
National 
half (2-4) 
Millie Zellia 
Jack Housch Co 
Ketch & Wilma 
Creedon & Davis 
M’Kee O'Connor Co 
2a half (6-8) 
LeRays 
Henry Frey 
Goss & Barrows 
B'don Morrissey Co 
Whiteside Rev 
Orpheum 
Ist haif (2-4) 
Mitkus 2 
Helen Morettt 
Baxter & Bray 


1st 


Murray & Leonard 


Cuby & Smith 


(One to fill) 


ALA. 
Loew's (2) 
Gaynor & 


Nola & W St Clair 
Lew Kelly Co 
Freeborn's Rey 
BOSTON, MASS, 
Orpheum (2) 
Howard Girls Co 
Craddock & Sh'dn’y 
Wally Sharples Co 
Lew & M Wilson 
Lew Wilson Co 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
State (2) 
Emilons 
Hazel Crosby Co 
Nat C Haines Co 
Coulter & Rose 
Marvel Co 
CANTON, oO. 


Loew's 
ist half (2-4) 


Evans & Perez 
Ferris & Ellis 


Gaudsmith Bros 
Landau Rev 

2d half (6-8) 
Lester Bell & G 
Cortez & Ryan 
Gilroy Cole & H 
Al Rose 
Marie Allyn Co 


N. J. 


zric 
Ist half (2-4) 
Ray Mar Co 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (5-8) 
Ray Mar Co 
(Others to fill) 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
State (2) 
Alex'nder Bros & E 
Lucille Benstead 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Zelaya 
Edith Clasper Co 
JAMAICA, L. I, 


Hillside 
Ist half (2-4) 
Robbins 3 


Sammy Duncan 
Rock & Blossom 
Chas & M Dunbar 
Old Gang 

2d half (5-8) 
Bernard & Kranz 
Odiva & Seals 
Darrell & Robinson 
(Two to fill) 


MEMPHIS, TENN, 
State (2) 

3 Westergards 

Fay & Milliken 

Jimmy Gildea Co 

Hall & Dexter 

Julian Hall Bd 


MONTREAL, CAN. 
Loew's (2) 
Paul Nolan Co 
Frank Braidwood 
Powers & Wallace 
Watson Sisters 
London Palace Rev 


NEWARK, N. J. 
State (2) 
Paul & Louise Etz 

Dolan & Gale 
Barr Mayo & Renn 
Kramer & Boyle 
Leviathan Bd 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (2) 
La Fleur & Portia 
Edith Bohlman 
Cardiff & Wales 
Oscar Lorraine 
Rainbow Rev 


NORFOLK. VA. 
State (2) 
McDonald 8 
Frisch Rector & T 
Jack Janis Co 
Bedini & Arthur 
Ina Alcova Co 


PITTSBURGH 
Aldine (2) 
3 Harpers 
Seymour & Cunard 
4 Diamonds 
Norton & Brower 
Oscar Stang Orch 


TORONTO, CAN, 
Loew's (2) 

Page & Class 

Smith & Strong 

Tin Types 

Royal Gascoignes 

Bronsons & R Rev 


W’DHAVEN, L. I. 
Willard 

ist half (2-4) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Vine O'Donnell Co 
Princeton & Yale 
Johnny Berkes Co 
Nelson Maples Orch 

2d half (5-8) 
Brosius & Barton 
Ethel Dallon Co 
Helen Honan Co 
Yorke & O'Brien 
Marion Wilkens Co 
Ne Be 

loew's 

Ist half (2-4) 
John Olms Co 
Chas F Seamon 
O' Diva Seals 
Darrell & Robinson 
Grace Edler Co 

2d half (5-8) 
Al Libby Co 
Trado 2 
Frank D'Amore Co 
Donovan & Lee 
Melody Manstons 


Pantages 


NEWARK, N. J. 
Newark iz} 

Spirit of Winter 

Radiology 

Dan Jarrett & D 

Billy Gilbert 

Libby Hev 

NL FALLS 
trand 


lst bal { (2-4) 
Redford & Wallace 
Mack & Tivoli 


Ray Hughes & P 
Herbert 3 
TACOMA, WASH, 
Pantages (2) 
Christie & Nelson 
Fulmer & Wayne 
Mayme Gehrue 
Noodles Fagan 
Joe Fanton 
Francis Bushman 
PORTLAND, ORK 


Pantages (2) 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


ROCK 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y. City 


Tracy & 

Guy Rarick 

(One to fill) 

TORONTO, CAN. 
Pantages (2) 

Mary Zoller 

Haughton & W 

Paul Rahn 

Eddie White 

Whiteway Rev 


HAMILTON, CAN. 
Pantages (2) 
Kodak Co 


Dave & Tressie 
Welsh Glee Co 
Empire 4 
Dance Fiashes 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Pantages (2) 
Aussie & Czech 
Ryan & O'Neill 
Jacks & Queens 
Leon & Dawn 
Willard Jarvis Rev 
TOLEDO, 0. 
Rivoli (2) 
Hanson & B. Sis 
Morris & Flynn 
Cunningham & B 
Roger & E Hurst 
Roundelay Rev 
Chas & G Morati 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (2) 
3 Orontos 
Wilson & Keppel 
Gray Family 
Edmunds & F’nch'n 
Mario & Rosita 
Goodrich Orch 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Pantages (2) 
5 Cardinales 
Irving & Chaney 
Mabel & Taliaferro 
Winchester & Ross 
Bud Snyder 
BUTTE, MONT, 
Temple (2) 
Eddie Rogers 
Edge & Meda 
Codee 5 
Lord & Willis 
Haveman's Co 
SPOKANE, WASH. 
Pantages (2) 
Kafka Stanley & M 
Lum & White 
McDevitt Kelly & Q 
Mayo & Bobbe 
Memphis Col 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Pantages (2) 
Brown & La Hart 
Carlena Diamond 
Kerr & Weston 
Burt & Rosedale 
Jutta Valey 
VANCOUV’R, B. C, 
Pantages (2) 
McBanns 
Billy Small 


Dewey & Gold 


aoe Horry Co 
Roger Williams 
DeSylvia Nite Club 
Verdl & Fennell 
4 Kadex 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Pantages (2) 
Aeroplane Co 
Chas Willis 
Carol & James 
Nancy Fair 
Eddie Foyer 
Parisian Rev 
LOS ANGELES 
Pantages (2) 
Floretty 3 
Dotson 
Hanson Sis 
Crisp Sis 
Radio Fanctes 
SAN DIEGO, CAL 
tages (2) 


Erloff & Elton 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Bobby Van Horn 
John Bowers 
L’G BEACH, CAL 
Pantages (2) 
Moran Melo & R 
Karyl Norman 
Stanley & Birnes 
Rev Unique 
Tom Kelly 
Paddy Saunders 
SALT LAKE CITY 
Pantages (2) 
3 Blanks 
Marion & Rade 
Huston Ray 
Burke & Durkin 
Fridkin & 
OGDEN, UTAH 
Capitol (2) 
Bert Swer 
Stepping Along 
Spencer & Wi!liams 
5 Lelands 
Perez & Marguerite 
Silton & Kind 
OMAHA, NEB, 
World (2) 
Sandy Lang 
Joliy 4 
Marcells 
Caranas & Barker 
Little Jim 
(One to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Pantages (2) 
Petit Lenna Co 
Elsie Clark 
Joe Freed 
Billy Beard 
Gilbert Avery Rev 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Pantages (2) 
Bobrin Berts 
Tudor Cameran 
Revelations 
Lubin Larry & A 
Olympia & Jules 


Association 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Belmont 
2d half (29-1) 
Andrew & Carter 
Re Jones Co 
Cortellis Cir 
Friede!l & Gold Co 
Englewood 
2d half (29-1) 
All Wrong 
(Others to fill) 
Majestic (26) 
Zelda Bros 


Will Aubrey 


Morgan & Sheldon 


(Two to fill) 
MILWAUKEE 
Majestic (26) 


Oscar & King 

Agee & White 

6 Boys 

Joe May Co 

Hudson Wonders 
MINNEAPOLIS 

Ith St. (26) 

Kluting’s Ent 

Bush Bros 

Arthur Devoy Co 


PARTINGTON 


226 West 47th 


PAR: 


JACK POWELL 


Annie Was Rig 
Care of “Hey Hey” Unit 
Direction 
Joe—LEDDY & 


PREDICTED 
PANIC 


SMITH—Ea 
St. Suite 901 


Mack & Stanton 
(Three to fill) 
Riveria 

2d half (29-1) 
3 Vagrants 
Granados & Holbr’d 
Johnny Barry Co 
(Three to fill) 


DAVENPORT, IA. 


Capitol 
2d half (29-1) 
Green & Dunbar 


Ned Wayburn’s Rev 
(Others to fill) 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Capitol 

2d half (29-1) 
Peggy Mackechnie 
Dick Henderson 
Dave Apolion Co 


3 Browns 
EVANSV’LE, IND. 
2d half (29-1) 


Grand 

Sternads 
Paul Gordon 
Cycle of Dance 
Jim Allardt Co 
Hyde & Burrill 

KANSAS CITY 

Main St. (26) 
Lew Brice 
Louisville Loons 
Pez Wynne 
Harry Rappi 
Smith & Colton 
(One to fill) 
MADISON, WIS, 

Orpheum 

2d half (29-1) 

West & McGinty 


Big Rosie 


(Three to fill) 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 
2d half (29-1) 

Manny King Co 
Kennedys 
G & E Eline 
Romas Tr 
(One to fill) 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Grand (26) 
Geo McLellan 
Bristol & Bell 
Buzzington’s Ba 
Murand & Girton 
(One to fill) 
ST. PAUL 
Palace 
2a half (29-1) 
Prince Tokio 
Anger & Fair 
(Three to fill) 
SIOUX CITY, IA, 
Orpheum 
2d half (29-1) 
Van De Velde Tr 
Joe Thomas Pd 
Harrison & Dakin 
Charlie Wilson Co 
(Two to fill) 
SO. BEND, IND. 
Palace 
2d half (29-1) 
Senna & Dean 
Uyeno Japs 
(Three to fill) 
SPRINGF’LD, IND. 
Orpheum 
2d half (29-%) 
2 Blossoms 
Bill Robinson 
(Three to fill) 


| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| | 
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— 


[ Interstate 


AMARILLO, TEX. 


Fair 
t half (2-4) 
(Game bill plays 

Wichita Falls 2a 
tti 

kin & Gale 
Reynolds & White 


J 


& Dc 
AUSTIN, TEX. 
Hancock O. MH. 
ist half (2-4) 


Same bill plays 
ove ¢ton 2d half) 
Nolly Tate 


Grace & E Parks 
Billy House Co 
Mayo & Lynn 
Goin’ North 
BATON ROUGE 
Columbia (2) : 


(Same bill plays 
Alexandria, 3; Mon-. 
roe, 4; Pine Bluff, * 


6; Shreveport, 6; , 
Texarkana, 7) 

Lee Morse 

Ed & Morton Beck 

Nite in London 

Oliver & Crangle 

Minor & Root Rev . 


HOUSTON, TEX. 
Mertini (2) 
Karlton Emmys Co 

Brendel & Burt 
Ray & Harrison 
Johnny Hyman 
Petite Rev 
LITTLE “’K, ARK. 
Majestic 
ist half (2-4) 
Groh Co 
Weston & Lyons 
Harry Kahne 
Dixon Hoier Co 
(One to fill) 
2a half (5-8) 
Lobert & Bert 
Reed & Ray 
Bartrum & Saxton 
Musical Conservat'y 
{One to fill) 
N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Orpheum (2) 
Torell’s Circus 
Hap Hazard 
Marie Vero 
Arthur & M Havel 
Gibbs 2 
OKLA. CITY, OK. 
Orpheum (2) 
Welder Sis Rev 
Chas Timblin Co 
Loos Bros 
Jerome & Grey 
Keno & Green 


THIS WEEK 


FIFTY MILES 


Bay Ridge and Greeley Square 
FABER and WALES 


Loew's A 
RING-GELL M 
Fay’s, 


160 West 46th St 


Providence 
Direction 


CHAS, J. FITZPATRICK 


BROADWAY 


merican 
ANN REVUE 


rect. New York 


B’RMW’GHAM, ALA. 
Ritz (2) 
Marshall & Larue 
Haynes L’man & K 
Ned Wayburn Rev 

May Usher 
Walzer & Dyer 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Majestic (2) 
Bud Carlelie 
Cahill & Wells 
Barry & Whitledge 
Seed & Austin 
Lottie Mayer Co 


FT. SMITH, ARK. 
Jolie (2) 
Groh Co 


Weston & Lyons 
Harry Kahne 
Dixon Hoier Co 
(One to fill) 


FT. WORTH, TEX. 
Majestic (2) ; 
Jerome & Ryan 
Our Gang Kids 
Chaney & Fox 
Frank Richardson 
Wm Brack Co 


Harry Rappi 


8. ANTONIO, TEX. 
Majestic 
Ist half (2-4) 
(Same bill plays 
Waco 2d half) 
Bee Hee & R 
J Francis Haney 
Zelda Santley 
Harry Steppe 
The Supper Club 
Patsy Sweet 
TULSA, OKLA, 
Orpheum (2) 
Claude De Car Co 
Reed & Lavere 
Gus Fowler Co 
Strains & Strings 
Skelly & Heit Rev 
WICHITA, KAN. 
Ist half (2-4) 
Alexander & Peggy 
Hyde & Burrell 
Eddie Dale Co 
Mann Bros 
(One to fill) 
2a half (5-8) 
Dale & Delene 
Kennedy & Martin 
Nineteenth Hole 


Palette Rev 


Orpheum 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Palace (2) 
Sunshine Sammy 
Carl McCullough 
Murdock & Mayo 
Elsie Janis 
les Gellis Tr 
A K Hall 
(Three to filb) 
State-Lake (2) 
Willie Mauss 
Crawford & B 
Side Show 
3 Vagrants 
Helen M’Keller Co 
Fred Allen 
Henry Regal Co 
(Two to fill) 
DENVER, COL. 
Orpheum (2) 
Walter McNally 
Toney & Norman 
Tom Mix 
Reed & Duthers 
(Two to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Orpheum (2) 
Arnaut Bros 
Kuma 
Harry Holman Co 


Don Bestor Oren 
Barto & Mann 
OMAHA, NEB. 

Orpheum (2) 
Billy Farrell Co 
Coward & Braddam 
Wendell Hall 
Raffin’s Co 
Roye & Maye Rev 
Reynolds & Clark 
PORTLAND, ORE, 

Orpheum (2) 
Rich & Cherie 
Conlin & Glass 
Larry Rich Orch 
Fulton & Mack 
John & Mabley 
Ryan Sis 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Orpheum (2) 
Derickson & Brown 
Ida May Chadwick 
(Others to fill) 

St. Leuis (2) 
Margnret Severn Co 
Lew Hearn Co 
Bill Robinson 
(Three to fill) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
(2) 


Golden Gate 


Dick Henderson 
Ned Wayburn’s Rev 
(One to fiil) 
LOS ANGELES 
Hill Street (2) 
Jackie Collier Sis 
Naro Lockford Co 
Anderson Bros 
Tiny Town Rev 
Roy Cummings 
(One to fill) 
Orphenm (2) 
Frankie Heath 
Mijares 
Olsen & Johnson 
Jay C Flippen 
Ray Cavanaugh Ba 
Cromwell Knox 
Nite at Paradoxy 
(One to fill) 
MILWAUKEE 
Palace (2) 
Jed Dooley Co 
4 Readings 
Eddie Leonard Co 
(Three to fill) 
MINNE APO LIS 
Hennepin (2) 
Bob Anderson Co 
Johnny Marvin 
D Appollon Co 
(Three to fill) 
OAKLAND, CAL. 
Orphenm (2) 
Beverly Bayne Co 
Evans Weaver 
Cardini 
Tom Davies 3 


Du Callion 
Herbert Rawlinson 
3 Melvin Bros 
Deno & Rochelle 
Brown & La Velle 
Countess Sonia Co 
Orpheum (2) 
Jerome & Evelyn 
Wallace & May 
Alberta Lee Co 
May Wirth Co 
Seymour & H Rev 
Venita Gould 
Jack Benny 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Orpheum (2) 
Torino 
Tilyou & Rogers 
Margaret Steward 
Smith & Barker 
Ada Reeve 
Johnny Burke 
VW NCOUVER, B. C. 
Orpheum (2) 
Will Aubrey 
Joe Mendi 
Lucille La 
Le Mason 
Olive Olsen 
(One to fill) 
WINNIPEG, CAN, 
Orpheum (2) 
Edmonde & Grant 
Joe Howard 
Yesterthoughts 
Toby Wilson Co 
(Two to fill) 


Verne 


Keith-Western 


CLEVEL AND, O. 
Read’s Hipp 
Ist half (2-4) 

Delvey Sis 

Sully & Thomas 


Radiana 
Helen Bach 3 
(One to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Trenneil 3 


Paul Brady 
Le Blane Co 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Grand Riviera (2) 
Hart’s Kats 
(Others to fill) 
Holly wood 
Ist half (2-4) 
2 Daveys 
Cooper & Clifton 
Robby Randall 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (5-8) 
Sully & Thomas 
Agee & White 
(Three to fill) 
FT. WAYNE, IND. 
Palace 
Ist half (2-4) 
Ann Gold 
Theo Bekifi Co 
Vardel's 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (5-8) 
Ford & Cunn'gham 
Cuckoo 
Walter Nilson 
(Two to fill) 
HAMMOND, IND. 
Parthenon 
2d half (2-4) 
Aurora 3 
(Others to fill) 
MUNCIE, IND, 
Wysor Grand 
Ist half (2-4) 
Bingham & Meyers 
French Sis 


VARIETY 


Aurora 3 
(Two to filly 
-d half (5-8) 


Chisholm & Breen 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Frackson 
(Two to fill) 
SANDUSKY, O, 
Schade 
Ist haf (2-4) 


Warner & Cole 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Ann Gold 
(Others to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD, O. 

State 

Ist half (2-4) 
Ford & C'n’gham 2 
Rath Bros 
(Three to fill) 

half (5-8) 
2 Daveys 
(Others to fill) 
WINDSOR, ONT. 

Capitol 

Ist half (2-4) 
Barrett & Cuneen 
Paul Brady 
Trenell 3 
But er & Parker 
Le Blane Co 

2d half (5-8) 
Delvey Sis 
Radiana 
Cooper & Clifton 
Bobby Randall 
(One to fill) 


Keith-Alhee 


NEW LORK CITY 

Broadway (26) 
Cliff & Radcliff 
MecL’ghlin & Ev’ns 
Yates & Lawley 
Pilly Batchelor 
Jimmy Lucas 
Peaches Browning 
(Two to fill) 


Chester 
2a half (29-1) 
Fieids Harriet & H 
Flo Meyers Ba 
(Three to fill) 


Coliseum 
24 half (29-1) 
Frank Hunter 
Arthur Byron 
J & K Lee 
Stickney Cir 
(One to fill) 


St. 
2d half (29-1) 
Jack & R Hayes 
Frances & White 
Kane & Ellis 
(Two to fill) 


86th St. 
2a half (29-1) 
Elliott & Dexter 
3 Nelsons 
As We Were 
Easton & Howell 
(One to fill) 


5th Ave. 
2d half (29-1) 
Joe Lawry Jr 
Barr 
Radiant 3 
(Two to fill) 


Fordham 

2a half (29-1) 
LaVerne & Foylers 
Elsa Strala 
Dooley & Sales 
Moran & Wiser 
Will Fyffe 
Stickney Cir 


Franklin 

2a half (29-1) 
Elsa Strala 
Harry Wolfe Co 
Burns & Kane 
Parisian Redheads 
(One to fill) 

Hamilton 

2d half (29-1) 
Pain & Hillard 
Spener & True 
Lentz Ch’ri’tte &W 
Parker & Mack 
Renard Revette 
Wippodrome (26) 
Yacopi Tr 
Iixie 4 
Battery to Bronx 
Rosenblatt 
Krugle & Robles 
Rabe Egan Co 

(2) 

C Withers Co 
(Others to fill) 


Jefferson 

2d half (29-1) 
Royd & Wallin 
Thompson & Childs 
Fisher & Hurst 
Dot Conley 
Sun Eddie Nelson 
Zez Confrey Co 

125th St. 

2d half (29-1) 
Levan & Bolles 
Charles Mack 
Pall Mal) Co 
(Two to fill) 

Palace (26) 
Howard's Co 
Ashley Paige 
Claiborne Foster 
Adali Careno 
James Barton 
3 Sailors 
Marion Harris 
Brennan & Rogers 
Monroe & Grant 


(2) 
Alleen & Marjorie 
Parisian Redheads 
J & K Lee 
Trixie Friganza 
Dance Rev 
(Others to fill) 
Regent 
2a half (29-1) 
Duponts 
Lou White 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Owens & Kelly Rev 
(Two to fill) 
Riverside (26) 


Flying Henrys 
Chas Fink 
Deih! Sis & M 
Burns & Allen 
Vanessi Co 
Jay Veile 


Flo Reed Co 
Sid Marion 
Havana 


(2) 
Dear Little Rebel 
Kayre & Sayre 
Nancy Decker 
Mel Klee 
El'a Shields 
(Others to fill) 
Royal 

2a haif (29-1) 
Robt DePerron 
Germaine «& Green 
Hagherty & McMan 
French 
(One to fill 
CONKY Ist. AND 

Tilyou 

2a haif (29-1) 
T & L Donnelly 
Talent & Merit 
Withers’ Rev 
(Two to fill) 


FAR ROCKAWAY 
Strand 

2d half (29-1) 
Karl & Rovein 
Art Frank 
Theo Roberts 
Hewitt & Hall 
Lockett & Page 
Bobby Johnston 


BROOKLYN 

Albee (26) 
Yong Yong Co 
Harris & Van 
Abbot & B'sland 
Marion Sunshine 
Mexican Tepica Or 
(One to fill) 


(2) 
Elsa Ersi & Ayres 
Hearst Bros 
Harry Wolf Co 
Blue Slickers 
(Two to fill) 


Bushwick 
2d half (29-1) 
Ramsey's Co 
Bertrand & Ralston 
Ledena Edeecombe 
(Two to fill) 


Flat bush 
2d half (29-1) 
Ray Pike 
Show-Off 
Rrown & Whitaker 
(Two to fill) 


Greenpoint 
2d half (29-1) 
Large & Morgemer 
(Others to fill) 
Madison 
2d half (29-1) 
Canary Opera 
Chabot & Tortoni 
Whiting & Burt 
Fan Fair 
(One to fill) 
henum 


2d half (29-1) 
Vic Honey 3 
Sherman & Kay 
Jos E Bernard 
Vaughn Comfort 
Lindssy Tr 
Prospect 
2d half (29-1) 
Rubin Beckwith 
Harmon & Sands 
Layton & Mae 
Robins Baltimor’ns 
Gordon & Day 
AKRON, O. 
Palace 
2d half (29-1) 
Sub-Debs 
Adams & Rasch 
Jean Adair Co 
Cooper & Clifton 
Morris & Campbell 
Zimmy 
ALBANY 
Hermanas Hall 
2d half (29-1) 
Nat Burns 
Burt & Ray 
(Three to fill) 
Proctor’s 


2d half (29-1) 
Jerry Co 
Arthur Astill Co 
Jerry Dean 
Laureen & Ladare 
Reamond & Wells 
ALLENTOWN, PA. 

Colonial 

2d ral (29-1) 
Renie 
Heward 
Ed & L Ford 
J BR Hiamp 


Harrington & Gr'n 
AMSTERD'M, N.Y. 
Rialto 
2a half (29-1) 
4 Bellhops 
Salley's Alley 
Ingiis & Davis 
Zieglers 
Broadway 
ASBURY Pk, 
Union St. 

2a half (29-1) 
Jack Kennedy 
Lingerie Shop 
Neil 
(Two to 
ASHT L 

Palace 

2a half (29-1) 
Louis London 
Petrie 5 
Princess Wahletka 
(Two to fill) 
ATLANTA, GA. 

Georgia (26) 
Falls Reading & B 
Estelle Fratus 
Henry Santrey 
(Two to fill) 
ATLANTIC CITY 

Earle 

2d half (29-1) 
Cody & Wilson 
Zennett & Fletcher 
ficknell 


N.J. 


QO. 


Kelly & Brown 
(One to fill) 
AUBURN, N. Y. 
Jefferson 
2d half (29-1) 
Ethel & J Brown 
Purdy & Fain 


Kerry's 7 
Shadowgraph 
(One to filld 
BALTIMORE. 
New Gardens (26) 
Palermo’s Dogs 
Gilbert & French 
Edith Murray 
Sessue Hayakawa 
Tex McLeod 
Tear Little Rebel 


(Three to fill) 


2) 
Howard's Co 
Scott Saunders 
Henry Santrey Bd 
H & A Seymour 
Mays Burt 
Olyn Landrieck 
Estelle Fratus 
(Two to fill) 
BAYONNE, N, J. 

Keith's 

2d haif (29-1) 
6 Orellys 
Packard & Dodge 
Greta Ardine 
Honey HKoys 
(One to fill) 
B’V’R FALLS, PA. 


Penman & 
Gerald Griffen 
(Three to fill) 
BINGIUMT'N, N.Y. 
Binghamton 
2d half (29-1) 
B'ms & M B’rs 
Neptune 5 
(Three to fill) 
BIRM’GH'M, ALA. 
Lyric (26) 
Leff Demarest Sis 
Kelly & Forsyth 
Alice DeGarmo 
Blue Grass 4 
Bert Lytel 
BLU’F’LD, W.VA, 
Keith’s 
2d half (29-1) 
Gibson & Pricé 
Plunkett & Mason 
Homer Lind Rev 
(Two to fill) 
BOSTON, MASS, 
Gordon’s Olympia 
(Scollay Sq.) (26) 
Ed Lambert 
Dales 
Bob Capron 
Hartwel's 
Kramer & Pauline 
Swain’s Co 
Frazer & H'mm’nd 
Gordon’s Olympia 
(Wash. St.) (26) 
Danny Dugan 
Montana 
Harris & Pepper 
Paula & Al Blum 
Billy Watson Co 
Boyd & King 
Thos P Jackson 
(Two to fill) 
Keith’s 
Great Shuberts 
4 of Us 
Edith Meiser 
Orth & Codee 
Flor Vernon 
Rosalind Ruby 
Gautier’s Co 
Hollings & Crawf'd 
(One to fill) 
(2) 
Yvette Rugel 
Mediey & Dupree 
Payne & Hilliard 
Du For Co 
4 Ortons 
Moss & Fontana 
Arthur Pyron Co 
(Two to fill) 


Mixed 
Cleveland & D'wn’ y 
Mason & Keeler 
Pelly & Wally 
Fred Heider Co 
Bond & Wright 
BRADFORD 
Bradford 
2d half (29-1) 
Ada Brown 
Seabacks 
Kemper Bayard 
(Two to fill) 
BRIDGEPORT, CT. 
Palace 
2d half (29-1) 
Memories of Opera 
Ghezzis 
Hickey Bros 
Liilian Brown 


(One to filly 
Poli’s 
2a half (29-1) 


Curves & Kisses 
Hall & Moore 
Stilwell & Fraser 
Homer Romaine 
Tin Pan Rev 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Hippodrome 
°d half (29-1) 
Loyal’s Co 
Ernest Hiatt 
Eugene O'Brien 
Polly & Oz 
Revel Bros Co 
(One to fill) 
BUTLER. 
Majesti« 
(29-1) 
Garvin 


2d half 
Pam & P 
(Others to fi'l) 
CAMDEN, N. Jd. 
Tower's 
2a half (29-1) 
Milt Dill 
Douglas Charles 
Iugi Bocelli 
White Cloud 
Beeman & Grace 
CANTON, O. 
2d half (29-1) 
Edwards’ Rev 
(Others to fill) 
W. VA: 
Kearse 
2d half (29-1) 
Helen Moratti 
Horton & Small 
(Three to fil!) 
CINCINNATI, 
Albee (26) 
Lee Gail Rev 
Mack & Rossiter 
Me! Klee 
John Steel 
(One to fill) 
Palace (26) 
Chew Hing Tr 
Chas & R 
Permaine & Shelly 
Suite 16 
Norton & Haley 
Tillis & LaRue 
Francis & Hume 
CL'KSB’G, W. VA. 
Robinson Grand 
2d half (29-1) 
McCoy & Wa'iton 


oO. 


| Renzetta 2 


Tango Shoes 
Bobby Reland 
D'Orsay & St’dm'n 
to fill) 
CLEVELAND. O. 

Palace (29) 
Ella Bradna Co 
Jones & Hull 
Besser & Balfour 
Coram 
Rae Samuels 
Maddock’'s Co 

(2 

Allen & € anfield 
Land & Haley 
Hermanos Williams 
John Steel 
May Rev 
(One to fi 

105th St. (26) 
Jack Hanley 
Reed & Lucy 
Eddie Dale Co 
Claude & Mar 
Gaston & Andree 


ion 


(2) 
Harry Carroll Rev 
(Others to fill) 


COLUMBUS. O, 
heith’s 
2d half (29-1) 


Lovenberg Sis & N 
Casper & Morrissey 
3 Swifts 
Goodrich Sil Orch 
Clifford & Marion 
Belleclaire Bros 
DAYTON, O, 
Keith's 
2d half (29-1) 
Melva Sis 
McGrath & Traverse 
Ryan & Noblette 
Fortunelo & Cir 
Patricola 
Whirl of Splendor 
Ist half (2-4) 
Fountain of 
Frank Conville 
Jean Adair 
Young Kee Tr 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (5-8) 
Clifford & Marion 
Rogers & Wynn 
Lee Gail Rev 
Richards & Church 
Belleclaire Bros 
(One to fill) 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Temple (26) 
Chita Co 
Rose Wise 3 
Alen & Canfield 
Freda & Palace 
Inez & Wynn 


2) 
Harry Co 
Nile & Mansfield 
Arthur Perley Co 
Hickey & M’'s'rt Co 
Cole & Snyder 
Uptown 
2a half (29-1) 
J & J McKenna 
Robertson Conny 
Henry Regal 
Side Show 
(One to fill) 
DUNKIRK, N. 
Capitol 
2d half (29-1) 
Burnett & Dillon 
Texas 4 
Daisy 
(Two to 
BASTON, 
State 
2d half (29-1) 
Harry Howard 
I B Hamp 
Nicholas Fantasies 
Harrington & Green 
Summers 2 
N. J. 


2d half (29-1) 
Ail & F Steadman 
Fred Hughes 
3 Londons 
Leo Donnelly Co 
Treasureland 


2d half (29-1) 
Carnival of Venice 
Tock & Toy 
Francis & Frank 
Jim Reynolds 
(One to fill) 

ERIE, PA, 

Erie (26) 
Silks & Satins 
Adele Verne 
Fisher & Gilmore 
Little Peggy 
(One to fill) 
F’RMONT, W. VA. 

Fairmont 

2d half (29-1) 
Osaka Boys 
Jim Rooney 3 
Gerber’s Rev 
Marie & Ann Clark 

2d half (29-1) 


G’RM’NTOWN, PA. 
Orpheum 
2d half (29-1) 


Marcus Sis & C 
Leland St Claire 
May & Kilduff 
Shapiro & Jordan 
Marshall & Shann’n 
Frank Farron 
GL'NS F’LS, N. Y. 


Rialto 
2d half (29-1) 
Thos Evans 


Rubin & Malone 

Roxganny Tr 

Elliott & ULaTour 

(One to fill) 

GL’V’RSV’LE, N. Y. 

Glove 
2d half (29-1) 

Keeler Sis 

Glen & Richards 

Hubert Kinney 

(Two to fill) 

G’D R’P’DS, MICH. 
Ramona Park 
2a half (29-1) 

Bentell & Gould 

Butler & Parker 

Joan Jahn & B 

Sully & Thomas 

Alexander & Santos 

Great Johnson 
Ist half (2-4) 

Ross Wyse Co 

Silks & Satins 

Mills & Goodwin 

Hurst & Vogt 

(Two to fill) 
2d half (5-8) 

Rae Samuels 

Ushers 

Jones & Hull 


(Two to fill) 
GR’NFIELD, PA, 
Victoria 
2d half (29-1) 


Green & LaFell: 
Frank ~vere 


Billy Abbot 
Omer 


(Three to fill) 
HARTFORD, 

Capitol 
alf (29-1) 


Combe & Nevina 
Castie of Dreams 
HORNELL, N. Y. 
Shattuck’s 
2a nalf (29-1) 
Master Ja y Ward 


(One to 
WT'GTON, VA. 
Orpheum 
2d half (29-1) 

Ruby Norton 
Anthony & Rogers 
2 Armands 


Carson &M 
(One to fill 

INDIAN. 

Keith's 

2d half (29-1) | 
Jack & J Gibson | 
Caite Zroe 
Marg Padula | 
B&E Newell 


Maude 


O’Brien 6 
qOne to fill) 


ITHACA, N. ¥. 


(Two to fill) 
JAMEST'WN, N.Y. 
Shea's 
2a half (29-1) 
Bee & Ray Gorman 

Tabor & Green 
Marty & Nancy 
Bert Sloan 
(Qne to fill) 
JERSEY CLTY 
State 
2a half (29-1) 


Crouch 
to fill) 
JOUNSTOWN, PA, 
Majestic 
td half (29-1) 
Eltinge & Vernon 
silly 
Agemos 
Joe Dancy 
Clark S's 
LANCASTER, PA. 
Colonial 
2d haif (29-1) 
Munoy, Merritt & B 
Hawthorne & Cook 
Hong Kong Tr 
(Two to fill) 


NEW ENGLAND 
New 

Weeks, 
and 


Sixty Theatres in 
ing Sundays, Split 
‘Presentations” 
booked by 


WALTERS, DENISH & FRISCO 
306 Stuart Street, Boston, 
Hancock 


Phone 


NEWBURGH, N. ¥. 


Sailor Boy 
(Two to fill) 


Academy 
2a half (29-1) 
Chappelle & Carit'’n 
Dale & Fuler 
Jean Schwartz 
4 Caddies 
Frank Stafford 
NEW HAVEN 
Palace (26) 
Joe Marks 
Rubio 
Alma Neilson 
Jinks & Ann 
Martha Lawrence 


Joe Young Co 


POUGHKEEPSIE 


Bardavon | 
2a half (29-1) 
Mae Mack j 
Williams & Sweet 
Arthur Ashley 
Miller Rros & Cecil 
lids Rev | 
PROVID NCE, 
Albee (26) 
Johnson & shnson 
Virginia Bacon | 
Rome & G it 
Ella Shields 
Van Hoven 
(32) 
4o0f Us 
Ann Codee'’s Rev 


(Three to filly 


NEW ROCHELLE QUEBEC, CAN, 
Proctor's Keith's 

2d half (28-1) 2a half ¢29-1) 

Biue Slickeers Clarence Downey 
Lane & Kyron J & M Moore 
(Three to nib) Kenny Carvet 

NIAGARA FALLS | Shelton Heft & L 

(One to fill) 


Belleview 

2d half 

Sanipel & 
We 3 
(Three to fill 

N. ADAMS, MASS. 


(29-1) 
Leonhart 


2 29-1) 
Shuffle ps 4 
Billy Champ Co 
Carrie Lillie 
(Two to fill 
OTTAWA, CAN, 
Keith's 
2a half (29-1) 


England, includ- 
Full Weeks, 


Cabarets, are 


Muss. 
2566 


LIMA, O. 
K eith’s 
2a half (29-1) 
Cleo Lambert 
(Others to fill) 


L’G BRANCH, N. J. 
Broadway 

2a half (29-1) 
Miler & Peterson 
Roy & Joy 
C Maritza 
Pauline Saxon 
(One to fill) 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 

Keith’s 

2d half (29-1) 
Rathburn 3 
Foley & Leture 
Lon, Paris & N Y¥ 
Bob Hall 
Rath Bros 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (2-4) 
Clifford & Marion 
Rogers & Wynn 
Lee Gail Rev 
Richard & Church 
Belleclaire Bros 
(One to fill) 

2d half (5-8) 
Fountain of Dance 
Frank Conville 
Jean Adair Co 
Young Kee Tr 
(Two to fill) 


LOWELL, MASS. 
Keith’s 

2d half (29-1) 
Marty Dupree 
(Others to fill) 

Ist half (2-4) 
Frank Shields 
Lowe & Dunn Sis 
Wheeler & Sands 
Lanton’s Rev 
Hayes & Cody 
(One to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
Amac 
Linton’s Rev 
Pottomley & Irving 


(Three to fill) 
MANSFIELD, O. 
Madison 
2a half (29-1) 


Willie Rolto 
Morgan & Lake 
(Three to fill) 
KEESPORT, PA. 
Hippodrome 
2d half (29-1) 
treat Lester 
Pastines Rev 
Billy Gerald 3 
Storey & Lee 
(One to fill) 
MEADVILLE, PA. 
Poli's 
Frank Viola 
Hilton & Alma 
Oxford 4 
(Two to fill) 
N.Y. 
Keith’s 
2d half (29-1) 
Colonial 6 


Alf Grant 
liarbenza Lorenza 
Janette Kippen 
Kaufman & K'fm'n 
Reed Hooper 
PASSAIC, N. J. 
New Montauk 
2d half (29-1) 
Peter 
(Others to fill) 
PATERSON, N. J. 
Majestic 
2d half (29-1) 
Laughing Lady 
Erzi & Ayre 
Gertrude Ederle 
Kanazawa Japs 
Seym'r Putn’m & B 
PERTH AMBOY 
Majestic 
20 half (29-1) 
All American Rev 
(Others to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Broadway 
2d half (29-1) 
Banjo Land 
Summers & Hunt 
Sawyer & Eddy 
Marion Gibney 
Gos'er & Lusby 
Watson & Reingold 
Sylvia Pollard 
Barle (26) 
Hal Neiman 
Willy Hay Orch 
(Three to fill) 
Grand O. H. 
2d half (29-1) 
Charles Marshall 
Cardo & Noll 
Walter Hiers 
Casting Campbells 
Myers & Rowe 


Kin Kaids 
Page & Shaw 

Keith’s (26) 
Ruby 3 


Kay & Sayre 
Teck Murdock 
Geo Reatty 
So'ly Ward Co 
Svbil Vane 
Frankel & 
Wolf & 


Dunlevy 
Jerome 

(2) 

Vanessi Co 

Harris & Holly 
Sterlings 

Sid Moorehouse 
(Others to fill) 


Nixon 
2d halt (29-1) 
Haven McQuarrie 
Goode & Leighton 
Pagana 
Otto & Oretto 
Will Morris 
PITT“BURGH 
Davis (26) 
Bury's Co 
Pat Henning 
Ray & Dot Dean 
Gracella & Theo 
Trizie Friganza 
Arthur Petley Co 
Claude & Marion 


OFFICIAL 


Bet. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway, 
46th and 47th Sts. 
This Week 


WATSON and COHEN; EDITH SIMON 


¥. A, 


New York 


Paula Y.orma 

Lamys 

Barr & a Marr 

(One to fill) 

MONTREAL, CAN. 
Princess (26) 

Alexander Olsen 

Wilton Sis 

John Murphy 


Claud & L Fondau 
Kelso Demond 
Ray & Santora 


MORRIST’N, N. J. 
Lyon’s Park 


Sathbott 
(One to fill) 
MT. VERN’N, 
Prospect 
2a half (29-1) 
Miller Bros & Cecil 
Forsini 
(Three to fill) 
NASHV’LE, TENN. 
Princess (26) 
Rogers & Wynn 
Chishom & Breen 
Jack Kneeland 
Gre Leon 
Ethel Da 
NEW ARK, 


Proctor’s 
2a half (29-1) 
Healy & Cross 
Flash 
Re Imhoff 
Cautiets & Ritchie 
Grace Cody & W 
to fill» 
N. N. J. 
State 
Sh. ltor $ 


Co 


Rhea & Santora Co 
Caits Bros 
Cortini 
(Two to fill) 
Harris (26) 
Fields & Fink 
Corner Drug 
Ann & Frank 
Holy Sis 
Paris Fashions 
favie Lunette 
PLATTSRURG 


Store 


Strand 
2a half (29-1) 
Clarence Downey 
G & M Moore 
Shelton Heft & L 
PORTLAND, ME. 
Keith's 
2d haif (29-1) 
Frank Shields 
Lowe & Dunn Sis 


Hayes & Cody 
Wheeler & Sands 
Linton's Rev 
(One to filly 

Ist half (2-4) 
Amne 
Linton’s 
Botte 
(Thre 


Rev 
inley & 
> to fill 

half 
Frank Shields 
Lowe & lunn Sis 
Wheeler & Sands 
Linton’s Rev 
Hayes & Cody 
(One to filly 


PORTSMOUTH, 


Rocca 


to fil’) 


READING, PA, 
Rajah 

2d half (29-1) 

Wilton & Weber 


(Three to fill) 
RED N. J. 
Palace 
2d half (29-1) 
Duckett & Corwey 
Rarton & Ravin 
Joe Daniels 
Gladys Delmar 
(One to filid 
RICHMOND, VA, 
Lyric (26) 
Roscoe Ails 
Lester Irving 3 
Cosmopolitan 4 
Vaughn Comfort 
(One to filly 
ROCHUSTER, 


Bros 
dune & Jo 
Davis & Darneli 
Sid Moorehouse 
Sel Gould 
Jimmy Burchill 
SARATOGA SP’GS 
Congress 
2d half (29-1) 
Nick Hufford 
Stewart & Oliver 
James & Lee Rev 
(Two to fill) 
SCHENECTADY 
Palace 
2a half (29-1) 
(Others to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD, 
Palace 
2d half (29-1) 
Jack Clifford 
Paul Yocan 
Thank You Doctor 
Fred & J Rinehart 
Hayes & Marsh 
STEUBENV’LE, O. 
Capitol 
2d half (29-1) 
Maddock’'s Co 
Lang & Haley 
Tiny Spiro 
Scheck & D'Arville 
(Two to filly 
SYRACUSE, N, Y. 
29-1) 


o. 


Keith’s 
2a half 
Ken Murray 

Limbering Up 
Californian Co 
Greenway & Carol 
Harry Carroll Rev 
(One to fill) 
TERRE HAUTE 
Keith's 


2d haif (29-1) 
Mathews 3 
Whitey & Ed Ford 
Frank Dobson 
Flo Lewis Co 
Ben Hamid Tr 

Ist half (2-4) 
Iney & bDeWynn 
Norton & Haley 
Rodingo & L i Co 
Bussy 
(One to 

2d (5-8) 
Much & Rossiter 
(Others to filly 

TOLEDO, 0O. 

2d half (29-1) 

Keith’s 

Fountain of Dance 
Kirby & Duval 
Harrington Sis 
Richard Kean 
McLallen & Sarah 
gob & Olive Nelson 

Ist half (2-4) 
ae Samuels 
Ushers 
Jones & Hull 
(Three to fill) 

2d haif (5-8) 


Ross Wyse Co 


Stiks & Satins 
Mills & Goodwin 
liurst & Vogt 
iTwo to fill) 
TORONTO, CAN, 
Hippodrome (26) 
Aileen & Marjorie 
MeCool & Devin 

J Rarry 

McKay & Ardine 
Prince Lei Lani 


turns 
(Others te fil!) 
Tact. F. 
Proctor’s 
2a half («2 
Rrown Derby 
John Mack 
Zuln 
Raines & 
Rob Larry's 
Ward & Hart 
Tucas & Lillian 
UNION CITY, N. J. 
Capitol 
2d half (29-1) 
Morris & Rapp 
McCall & Keller 


Avery 
Ent 


Jim MeWilliams 
Johnny Elliott Co 
(One to fill) 
UTICA, N. ¥. 
Gaiety 
2a half (29-1) 


Cook & Rosevere 
John Herman 
(Three to fill) 
WARKEN, O. 
Robbins 
2a haif (28-1) 
Trip to Holland 
Cycle of Color 
Artie Mehlinger 
Eliz Deso!ti 
Lane & Lee 
WASH'GT'N, D. O, 
Keith's (26) 
Scott Sanders 
Sylvia Clark 
Norman Phillips Co 
Don Lee & Louise 
Wm & Joe Mandell 
Cortini 
(Two to fill) 
WASHINGT’'N, PA, 
Keith's 
2d half (29-1) 
Marino & Martin 
Miaca Hua 
(Others to fill) 
WATERBURY, CT. 
Palace 
2d half (29-1) 
Rall & Skein 
Record Boys 
Dictators 
Walsh & Ellis 
Pelot & Schofield 
N. Y. 


Av 
2a halt. 129- 
Francis Hart 
Will J Ward 
Clinton Rooney 
(Two to fill) 
WHITE PLAINS 
Keith’s 
2a half (29-1) 
Moran & Wiser 
Billy Hallen 
Walt & Retty Burke 
Hamil Sis & F 
7 Steppers 
WILM’GTON, DEL. 
Garrick 
2d half (29-1) 
Echoes of Spain 
Madame Herman 
Jewel & Rita 
Spooks 
White's Co 
Cooper & Thomas 
W’RC’ST’R, MASS. 
Palace 
2a half (29-1) 
Rhyme & Reason 
Lady Margaret 
Sands & Doon 
Goode, Renee & C 
Sinclair & Ford 
YONKERS, N. Y. 
Proctor’s 
2d half (29-1) 
Loma Worht 
Sherwood Ent 
Francis & Wally 
Leona Horsky 
(One to fill) 
YOUNGSTOWN, 
Keith-Albee 
2d half (29-1) 
Eugene Costel!o 
Fulton & Parker 
Shean & Cantor 
Mills & Goodwin 
Huret & Vogt 
Hiermanos Williams 
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(Continued from page 1) 


entertainment staged by a local au- 


tomobile concern, 
Smith, 


prominent 


the Rev. Roy L. 


Methodist pastor, a guest, rescnted 


it. Angrily, he turned aroun: 


threw 
pretty miss who 
daddy” at him. 


a glass of ice 


Minneapolis 

md 

water over the 
had coved “dear 


The pastor’s action caused Miss 


Snyder to go 
ruined her costly 
threw the 
roar. 
out and 
the room. 
as he 
later 
had 
charge of the 
on the 
body 
have a 
Miss 


He 


developed 


near 
Snyder 


ney and he lost no time, 


into 


assemblag 
Somebody turned the lights 
ushered the 
did not make 
had been scheduled to do. 
that 
been requested 
entertainment to pick 
Rey. Smith for a joke. 
expected that the joke would 
tragic 
's father is an attor- 


hysterics and 
costume, It als 
e into an up- 


minister out of 
his talk 
It 
Snyder 
ire” 


Miss 
by those 


No- 
ending. 


it is said, 


in threatening legal action against 
the Rev. Smith. It is reported, 
however, that a settlement out of 


court will arranged. 


Rey. & 


The 


‘rnith writes for a local 


newspaper and talks over the radio. 


He 
and his 
atrended 
local nev. 
port of the 


church is 


in the city. 
spapers published any re- 
happening. 


has had several books published 


one of the beste 
None of the 


‘ | 7 
| | | | 
| | | | | | 
| | | | | 
| | | | | | | 
| | | 
| = | 
| | | | 
—— | | 
| 
| | | | | 1) 
| | | 
New | | 
| | | 
| | | ; | | | 1 
| | | | | | 
| | | | | | | | 
| | | | — ‘ 
| | 
“HOWARD SLOAT. 
A. Beach & 57 William Sty Ys 
| | | 
HACKENS’K, N. J 
| 
| | | | | | | | . 
Fre tabs | 
| | 
leroy 
i 


VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE 


Around the Square 


Hoosick Falls, N. Y., Really Sick and Falls 


Town fathers and residents of Hoosick Falls, N. Y., generally, demand 
that “Variety,” “Police Gazette,” “New York Times,” Keith-Albee press 
bureau, vaudeville comics, title writers and wise-crackers stop kicking 

ame of this thriving village. 
ere nge ‘aie paper in Hoosick Falls, but it is blamed for 
starting the kidding, Jack Conway having dated many of his inimitable 
“Chick,” “Tomato” and “Algy” letters from Hoosick Falls, razzing the 
nerally. 
—. staff writer on “Police Gazette” began to do the same in a 
series of weekly letters from an alleged prize-fighter residing in Hoosick 
lis, and he has continued it. 

“Reis men in vaudeville when playing Troy, Schenectady, Amsterdam, 
Glens Falls, North Adams and other nearby cities found that mention of 
Hoosick Falls got a laugh. Many of them incorporated it in their 
ehatter. 

’ “Phe New York Times” in its Sunday dramatic section recently car- 
ried a biographical sketch of Harriet Hoctor, and mentioned, in a kid- 
ding way, that she hailed from Hoosick Falls. Natives did not like the 

k. 
“ few weeks later “The Times” carried a story released by Keith- 

Albee press bureau in which it mentioned that Will Kennedy, the comic, 
who was starting a tour of its circuit, held the office of Mayor of Hoosick 
Falls. Mr. Kennedy is a well-known and highly respected citizen of the 
village and spends his off-time here, but 

Lately columnists, title writers and wits along the street called Broad- 
way have been using the name Hoosick Falls like they once employed 
Podunk, Keokuk and Oshkosh. 

Sc Hoosick Falls appeals through “Variety” for a little more charity 
toward it. 


Richard Bennett and the Bible 


Richard Bennett over the radio the other night read the 13th Chapter 
of The Corinthians from the bible. Bennett, who lately closed a starring 
tour in “The Barker,” stated he had read the same chapter the other 
morning at 4 o’clock to Tex Guinan and the crowd at Miss Guinan’s 
nite club at that hour. As an admirer of Miss Guinan, he added, the 
chapter suited the circumstances, as he knew that Tex had pulled many 
@ poor soul out of the gutter, without making it known. 

Toward the closing of his play’s season in the south, Bennett, who 
has contracted a habit of addressing audiences, violently or otherwise, 
told the assemblage in a southern city that he is one of the five greatest 
living actors. “Not all Americans,” statec Bennett from the stage, 
“as there are not five greatest in this country.” He intimated the other 
four are foreigners. Bennett concluded by remarking that as one of 
the five greatest he thought it a pity his show could only draw $660 
that night. ~ 

Accounts from the south of Bennett and his stage talks down there 


- “agree the star is practically washed up as a drawing card in the ter- 


ritory. 


When Larry Boyd Thought He was a Panic 


Larry Boyd, the heavyweight Adonis of the outdoor show business, 
was a minstrel man years ago, a singing tenor in the humpty-dumpty 
troupe known as Burke’s Toreador Monstrels. In the same troupe was 
Charlie Hill, who got $20 a week to Larry’s $15. Charlie tells this story 
and Larry nods assent. 

Joining the troupe Larry was assigned to sing “My Dream of the 
U. S. A.” for the first part finale, in the centre of the entire company. 
Larry thought he was a terrific hit for the applause every night was 
deafening, but his salary remained at $15. Alongside his applause 
and what the others got, Larry couldn’t figure why Charlie drew down 
more than he did. 

For six weeks this kept up with Larry the show’s hit without a protest 
and nc one tipping him. Then one night while the applause was in 
high Larry looked around. Behind him had been dropped a large 
American flag. 


No. 2 Arabian Nights Affair 


Labeled a South Sea Isle Ball, the Savoy ballroom on Lenox avenue 
and 141st street staged one of its classic “dinge drags” Friday night, at 
which members of the other sex of both races mixed freely. The riot 
of color, the grotesque costume creations and bizarre atmosphere seemed 
to rival an Arabian Nights orgy in its wild abandon. 

The Caucasian professionals on Broadway had been tipped off in 
advance, and the big parade was deferred until after midnight for mutual 
accommodation. 

The gate was $1.10 and the gross probably 3,000 admissions, jamming 
the spacious ballroom. 

To the credit of all concerned, considering its character, it was a most 
orderly and efficiently expedited affair of its kind. 


Maxie Blumenthal’s Sudden Death 


Maxie Blumenthal suddenly passed away March 28 in Palm Beach. 
He had been an occasional sufferer from gout and also had a stomach 
complaint. He died from peritonitis, said to have been caused through 
a perforation of the intestines. 

No sportsman was better known in the Times Square section than 
Mr. Blumenthal. He was a club house bookmaker at the metropolitan 
tracks, although laying off placing odds for a period of about two years, 
ending last season. Some years ago he married Louise Myers, from 
musical comedy, and she then retired from the stage. The deceased 
rated at one time as extremely wealthy is believed to have left an 
estate in excess of $500,000. 


Bradley’s $500,000 in Welches 


Col. Bradley, of Palm Beach, and perhaps other points south, is said 
to have forwarded to a New York law firm claims in the amount of 
$500,000 against various persons, some prominent. They gambled in 
his joints but neglected to make good on losses. 

The law tirm is reported trying the persuading process in the collec- 
tion. New York state does not countenance gambling debts. Also a 
recent law passed in Florida nullifies them also. Which make it 
tougher, more or less, on the wide open places, 


“10 Nights” Fills In 


One of those mysteries along Broadway happened this week. They 
“brought “Ten Nights in a Barroom” up from the Village to Wallack’s. 
That indicates how tough it is to get new shows. The play dates back 
45 years. The ancient meller was revived at the Triangle several months 
ago and the newspaper advertising probably amounted to more than the 
players’ wages because the house is the littlest of the Village’s little 
theatres. It seats about 75. 

At Wallack’s they have adorned the exterior with lithographs which 
date back to another generation tvo. 


Commercialized Gate Crashing 
Like other arts gate crashing has fallen under the commercial influence. 
It has now grown to a publicity stunt, with Tammany Young or One- 
Eyed Connolly used for the photographers of the dailies when wishing 
to go to it. 


A new racket reported in the Square is steerers standing in front of 
@ classey haberdashery where neckties are on display for $3 and $4 and 
telling those who stop that they have the same grade neckties for $1. 


Abe Libman Bankrupt 


Abram L. Libman, 135 East 
50th street, New York, in a 
voluntary bankruptcy petition, 
lists $110,386 in liabilities and 
$12,351 of assets. 

Libman is an_ insurance 
broker, well known on Broad- 
way. 


PALM BEACH 


By Sam Kapp 


Zieggy’s Surprise Party 
Palm Beach, March 24, 

Flo Ziegfeld, here for a rest after 
a hectic season of producing four 
Broadway musical panics, was ten- 
dered a surprise party at his ocean 
front estate. Following dinner a 
series of four tableaux were put on 
by Ben Ali Haggin under the di- 
rection of Mrs. Ziegfeld (Billie 
Burke), of a scene from each of 
the four Ziegfeld hits current on 
Broadway, with society folks as 
actors. 
The show was staged in the patio 
with the mooh and natural tropical 
foliage as the background. The 
Gurnee Munn home, leased by Zieg- 
feld for the season, is one of the 
most beautiful estates on the North 
Ocean boulevard. 
Rudolph Friml, composer, here as 
Ziggy’s guest, played the accom- 
paniment for the unknown singer 
who rendered selections from Zig- 
gy’s Broadway quartet, concluding 
with “Your Eyes,” from “Three 
Musketeers.” In between was a 
scene from “Show Boat” and the 
West Point number from “Rosalie.” 
In addition to the societ' group, 
show folks present included Ben Ali 
Haggin, Rudolph Friml, John Ring- 
ling and Joseph Urban. 


Ralph Wonders and Grace Kay 
White, dancers, concluded their sec- 
ond season at the Venetian Gardens 
Saturday, after being held over four 
weeks by John and Christo. Won- 
ders doubled successfully as mas- 
ter of ceremonies. 


Pancho, Argentinian musician, 
who has orchestras at the Embassy 
Club, the Mayfair and other class 
spots around New York, concluded a 
two weeks’ stay here, 


Harry Rosenthal’s Agency 
Harry Rosenthal, director of the 
Bath and Tennis Club orchestra and 
pianist-composer, with 10 years in 
Palm Beach to his credit, leaves 
April 1, returning to New York 
to open offices in the Steinway 
Building. He will book bands, or- 
chestras and entertainment for so- 
ciety functions. 


The Embassy Club, Miami, is on 
the point of calling it a season. 


“Cutie” Pearce’s Floridian 

“Cutie” Pearce, former Broad- 
wayite, is managing the Floridian 
Hotel, Miami Beach, and is doing 
a good job of it. His supper club 
with Nan Blackstone, as master of 
ceremonies, is one of the best spots 
on the Beach and will remain open 
until the Shriners convention, ex- 
pected to bring at least 50,000 peo- 
ple to Miami first week in May. 
The Elks are due in the Magic City 
in June. 


Popular Bar Closed 
Wofford Grill, much patronized 
bar on Miami Beach, was closed by 
prohibition officials after running 
the greater part of the season. The 
room reminded of the American bar 
in Paris. At the cocktail hour the 
crowd stood six deep at the bar 
besseching “Artie,” Atlantic City’s 
pre-prohibition bartender, for one 
of his “Pick-ups.” 

Waiters averaged $50 a day in 
tips and the dally profits were never 
less than a grand. It was the bright- 
est spot on the Florida East Coast. 
A visit to the bar would help an- 
swer the question “What has be- 
come of all the ex-‘Follies’ girls?” 

Fla. Racing Again? 

An expectancy exists that before 
the new season shall have come 
around next winter, Florida will 
again harbor horse racing. In that 
event it would not be surprising 
were the closed Miami track re- 
opened under other, superficial per- 
haps, direction. 

No one around here has ever un- 
derstood the non-racing law enacted 
at the time ft was in Florida. 
Whether politics, diplomacy or 
maneuvering was behind it, no one 
will vouchsafe an opinion, but that 
the works were sent in with an ob- 


ject no one denies. 
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Looping the Loop * 


$1 Mystic’s Lost Coin 


A certain Ali of the mystics passes out coupons in the theatres he 
plays which entitles people in the audience to get a “reading” from his 
office in Chicago, by mail, upon receipt of a dollar bill and the coupon, 
The address given is that of a small local booking office. The booker’s 
wife gets the bucks, and answers the questions submitted by’ the 
chumps. 

Recently the agency added on an employee who wised up to the money 
is in the morning mail. He got in the habit of getting down to work 
early, opened the mail and copped. 

He was eventually discovered and though the mystic claims that he 
located the thief via his crystal, the booker maintains that he played de- 
tective instead. At any rate, the guilty one was fired and promised to 
return the money if not prosecuted. 


Ford Hannaford’s Whipping 
Ford Hannaford of Meyers and Hannaford, here in a picture-house 
unit, passed obnoxious remarks about a lady, starring with the same 
show. Hannaford failed to reckon with the lady’s husband. Among 
the Hannaford casualties were a broken smeller, lacerated face and 
ten days out of the show. 


Social Parties 7 


Bill Faversham, Ethel Barrymore, Katherine Cornell, Rollo Peters and 
other artists in loop legit houses who qualify are being wined and dined 
quite sumptuously by the Gold Coasters and Evanstonians. Among Chie 
cago matrons who have been throwing parties for the actors are Mrs, 
Chauncey Blair, Mrs. Joseph B. Long and Mrs. Walter Braun. 


Louise Levy and Spring Fever 
Louise Levy, one of the best known ticket girls in the Loop, has 
heard the call of spring and announced her engagement to marry Harry 
O. Voiler April 3. Miss Levy has been employed in the Couthoui office 
several years. 


Revenge! 

Got a grudge? The latest method adopted by those who have, is to 
drop into the Woods theatre building and scrape the agent’s names off 
their doors. 


Loop Mourns “Mississippi” , 


“Mississippi,” the famous bulldog Tom Powell picked up 11 years ago 
as a stray pup, went to Hot Springs with the Powells to rest his ageing 
bones and passed away there after a week. 

Powell immediately cut short his intended four-week vacation and 
brought the dog back to Chicago for burial. 

“Mississippi” was the best known dog in the Loop. 


Chicago’s “get together” spirit, fostered by Bill Thompson's “I Will” 
slogan, is reaching the banquet stage. Banqueteers are not confined to 
the politicians. Secretaries and stenogs of K-A-O and W. V. M. A. are 
not exempt. Girls from these offices and those of affiliated agents held 
a “get-together” recently at the Bismarck hotel. “Refreshments were 
served and the function was a complete success.” 

For “community spirit’—a large number of independent agents and 
bookers threw a iuncheon at the Congress hotel last Tuesday. 


Hollywood Buzz 


Dog Doubler 
Russian pictures are having a heavy run right now. Scarcely a studio 
in town that doesn’t boast at least one set of snowclad steppes. They 
were shooting a ballroom sequence. Reaching the big scene a lean, 
hungry looking mongrel pup, with a dirty coat and a sad expression, 
wandered onto the set, and with true actor’s instinct, planted himself 
right in front of the camera. 
“Ye gods,” exclaimed the harassed director, “is there no end to these 
interruptions? Would somebody mind telling me what this animal is 
doing here?” 
Out of the silence that followed there came a voice from among thé 
red coated, $5 a day grand dukes at the rear. 
“He's doubling,” said the voice, “for a Russian wolf hound.” 


Mishaps in the Making 

Lasky quadrangle is minus one tree and Gregory LaCava is nursing 
several bruises in vital spots, all in the name of art. It happened one 
evening when they were shooting some night stuff on the new Esther 
Ralston picture. La Cava was standing on a platform attached to the 
front of a car driven by Miss Ralston, directing a wild driving sequence, 
when Esther lost control of the wheel and the car ran crazy, uprooting 
a tree and hurling LaCava to the ground, where he took the count. 
Another casug]ty the same day when Richard Dix, in a midway scene 
aimed a baseball at a booth target and landed it right on a cameraman’s 
bean. No k. o. but the cameraman has a pigeon’s egg bump among his 
souvenirs. 


A Lordly Handsome Cops 

Two New York girls have discovered what they consider the world’s 
swellest traffic cop, stationed on Los Feliz boulevard at the entrance to 
the Griffith Park bridle paths. Out for an early morning ride, they were 
somewhat timid about crossing Los Feliz in the midst of heavy motor 
traffic, when suddenly from a snappy sedan of good make, parked along- 
side the curb, emerged a handsome copper. With a lordly air he walked 
to the middle of the street, stopping all traffic with a commanding 
gesture: 

Then he waved the two girls on their way and walked casually bac 
to his sedan and his morning paper. ‘ 


Blaming the Wife 

Down at the traffic court they are having a few chuckles over a letter 
accompanying # check sent to cover a fine for speeding. The speecer 
was a woman, wife of a Hollywood picture man—the check and letter 
were written by the husband. 

“Enclosed please find my check for $25,” read the note, “which I take 
great pleasure in sending. I’m glad to hear my wife has that much 
speed. She’s never shown any at home.” 


The Publicity Angle 

Another minor tragedy of pictures is the girl who comes out to Holly- 
wood representing a fan magazine or an important daily paper, feted 
and fussed over by picture people because of her connections and her 
publicity possibilities, only to find herself dropped unceremoniously when 
the job is gone and she no longer of use. 

There are many such girls. Most of them don’t seem to have sense 
enough to know what it was or is all about. 


Lasky’s Baby Writers 
Jesse Lasky gave a dinner recently to his latest crop of authors, who 


were characterized by one waggish gentlemen present at the function 
as the Wampas Baby Writers of 1928. mem ty 


— 
Se 
pares 
tic, 
goss 
lowi 
say 
ingt¢ 
said 
in 
next 
of 
thin 
busi 
A 
vali 
a 
Am<¢ 
by 1 
is 
4, ing 
me 
Virs 
rew 
G 
Laf 
Hes 
ulo 
i 
deli 
LA 
mo 
pris 
bec 
refi 
ett 
the 
3 
oth 
anc 
her 
me 
on 
the 
Pla 
The 
whe 
to 
Bai 
as 
I 
fair 
of < 
in 
pez 
In 
ent 
of 
| co 
| Yo 
th 
| 
4 = | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
th 
| is 
| vo 
| 8k 
Si 


2d 
ie 


wmv 


Wednesday, March 28, 1928 


TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 43 


Greenwich Village as Iz , 


By LEW NEY 


(Self-Designated Mayor of G. V.) 


Several years ago in a playful, 
garcastic moment I wrote a cryp- 
tic, suggestive note in a column of 
gossip to the effect that in the fol- 
lowing issue I would have much to 
say about the love-nests of Wash- 
ington Square South. -t had been 
said that there were many changes 
in living arrangements during the 
next 10 days. 

Of course I never printed any- 
thing of the kind. It's nobody's 


business. 


Passion in Poetry 


A perfect example of the spirit- 
valization of passion into poetry is 
a group of three poems in the 
American Caravan recently issued 
py the Macmillan Company. Little 
is left to the imagination in read- 
ing the outpourings of Louis Unter- 
meyer, Jean Starr Untermeyer and 
Virginia Moore. But who am I to 
rewrite the story they tell so well? 


Gene Carr Goes Hearst 


Gene Carr, who lives at the 
Lafayette, has signed up with the 
Hearst service at a deservedly fab- 
ulous price. Gene originated “Lady 
Bountiful,” and eventually she has 
delivered him a kind contract. 


Nanette Paul Freed 

Nanette Paul, who lingered for a 
month in our Jefferson Market 
prison for women, has been released 
because the manicurist she offended 
refused at last to prosecute. Nan- 
ette has been said to have bitten 
the hand that fed her, but the owner 
of that hand hasn't turned the 
other cheek. But Remo Buffano 
and Florence Koehler are teaching 
her to manipulate her tempera- 
mental marionettes. 

Many Small Stage Actors 

Midnight performances are given 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays by 
the Mayfair Players at the Village 
Players’ Studio, 45 Grove street. 
They have remodeled the basement 
where Christine Ell’s tearoom used 
to be years ago, where one of the 
Baileys used to keep his cub bears 
as pets for persons with nerves. 

By eye measurement the May- 
fair stage is one-twentieth the size 
of an average Broadway stage. But 
in “Still Water” 26 characters ap- 
pear, as many as 12 at once, includ- 


ing Louise Julian, Augusta Boyls- 


ton, Gregory McCaffrey, Carolina 
West, Herbert Bergman, Richard 
Irwin, Dorothy Barry, Regina 


Carewe, Harrison Bellamy, Jeanne 
Pierre, Ernest Ames, 

The audience averages a few 
more than the cast. Among the 69 
in the 77 seats the night I attended 
I knew but one. The others were 
seemingly professionals the 
greatest magnesia way rather than 
mere Villagers who really don't 
slight sleep for midnight shows, 
except at studio parties and Friday 
night balls, 


Billie Netcong, who braved the 
bulls of Boston with me last Au- 
gust, has just returned from Holly- 
wood somewhat disillusioned. 
Thither she hitch-hiked last fall in 
12 days from New York. She may 
have landed a few days in Harry 
Thaw’s movie making, but the de- 
lays annoyed her, and Billie is back 
to eat regularly in her more stable 
Village. 


Sutherlandizing the Village 

Really plain ham and eggs are the 
latest Village variety. If you are 
motoring on the Seventh Avenue 
Extension or browsing down toward 
the Greenwich Village Theatre, 
you'll see the letters announcing 
Anne Sutherland's hog and hen 
combination at the new entrance 
to the old and somewhat infamous 
59 Christopher street. 

“Ham and Eggs,” indeed, is the 
hick and happy slogan of Anne in 
her new and unique rendezvous 
where the Crow’s Nest used to be, 
where Marsh and Spencer Adair es- 
tablished and demolished their 
short-lived and comfy sofa pillow, 
where the walls might tell tales of 
tepider times, where I have often 
whiled away ages of hours in as 
many minutes. 

Two months ago the police and 
prohibition agents did a Helen 
Morgan to this whole building, de- 
molishing speakeasies and drink- 
hards on all the floors but one. Now 
Joseph Jefferson's leading lady of 
some-odd-or-even years ago has 
opened up the kind of an establish- 
ment that Coffee Dan’s is in San 
Francisco. Though the Village has 
long since been over-restaurant- 
ized, it can still stand being Suther- 
landized. 


BROADWAY GUIDE 


(Changes Weekly) 


For show people, 


It may 
Variety lends the judgment of 
entertainments denoted. 


No slight or blight is intended for those unmentioned. The liste are 


of Variety’s compilation only as a handy reference. 
PLAYS ON BROADWAY ; 

Current Broadway legitimate attractions are completely listed and 
commented upon weekly in Variety under the heading: 


York and Comment.” 


In that department, both in the comment and the actual amount of 
the gross receipts of each show, will be found the necessary Information 
as to the most successful plays, also the scale of admission charged. 

NEW FEATURE PICTURES OF WEEK 

Capitol—""The Big City” (Chaney). 

Colony—"We Americans,” opens March 28. 

Paramount—‘‘Red Hair” (Bow and “it’”). 

Rialto—‘Legion of the Condemned” (run). 

Rivoli—""The Gaucho” (Fairbanks) (run). 

Strand—“The Noose” (Barthelmess) (second week). 

Roxy—Al! Jolson in “Jazz Singer’ at pop prices. 


SPECIAL FEATURES WORTH SEEING 


“Sunrise” “Trail of ’98” “Two Lovers” Colman- Banky) 
“Four Sons” “Wings” “Tenderloin” (Vitaphone) 
NIGHT LIFE 


The Parody, with the inimitable Clayton, Jackson and Durante as the 


features, is recommended at all times. 
3ohemian atmosphere, don’t miss the Club Barney, in Greenwich 


For 
Village, 


The hotels like the Roosevelt (Ben Bernie) Biltmore (Bernie Cummins) 
Johnson) 
relief purposes for straight dining and dancing purposes, before or after 


and Peunsylvania (Johnny 


theatre. 


The Little Club has a fast show; Ambassadeurs, former Le Perroquet, 


1s a roomy eafe, with new black-and-tan revue. 
George Olsen at the Club Richman is the sensation of the night clubs. 


The class spots are the Montmartre and Lido, the latter with the unique 


as well as laymen, this Guide to general amusements 
In New York will be published weekly in response to repeated requests. 


serve the out-of-towner as a ; 
its expert guidance in the various 


time-saver in selection. 


“Shows in New 


should not be overlooked for 


“Variety” Ashamed 


Opposite building 
on West 46th atreet, on the 
second floor just moved in, is 
a@ recently organized club of 
composers and bandmasters. 
On each of the club's three 
windows in large letters is its 
title, The Lyres, 

It looks as though the senti- 
ment of 80 per cent. of the 
ananymous letters Variety has 
received is expressed in that 
title right across the street. 

Variety's reporters now 
nev r look at the windows and 
close their eyes when going out 
the front door. 


MRS. MERRITT BEATEN 
AND ROBBED IN TAXI 


Two Men With Her, After Visit- 
ing for Evening, Arrested— 
One Had Rings, Money 


With her left eye badly bruised 
and her face battered, Mrs. Viola 
Merritt, 2957 77th street, Woodside, 
Queens, publisher of the Managers’ 
and Stewards’ Directory, 226 West 
47th street, appeared in West Side 


Court against two men whom she 
accused of beating her and robbing 
her of jewels and money valued at 
several hundred dollars. 

The men arrested were Clarence 
Conniff, 24, and George Aufen- 
kamp, Jr., 22, both of 244 West 7ist 
street. The assault and robbery 
occurred in a taxicab at 73d street 
and West End avenue shortly after 
midnight Saturday. Police recov- 
ered $150 cash and two rings on one 
of the men. Two diamond rings 
are missing. 

According to Mrs. Merritt, who 
formerly played minor parts in pic- 
tures, Aufenkamp called at her 
home Friday night in company of 
Conniff. She had known Aufen- 
kamp and invited them to the home 
of her sister, Anna Lee, 7609 4th 
avenue, Brooklyn, prima donna. 

At the Lee home they had eats 
and drinks. Shortly after 11 Mrs. 
Merritt decided to return home. The 
men engaged a taxicab and Mrs. 
Merritt said she instructed the 
chauffeur to drive to Woodside. It 
was later that she discovered she 
was being driven across the Queens- 
boro Bridge. 

Struck in Cab 

The two men convinced her it 
was all right and she offered no 
further objection. When the cab 
reached 73rd street and West End 
avenue, she said, Conniff suddenly 
struck her a terrific blow on the 
left eye, dazing her. He then 
grabbed her by the throat and with 
a curse took three diamond rings 
and a platinum wedding ring from 
her fingers. 

The woman said Conniff then 
opened her purse and extracted $150 
cash and her check book. When 
Aufenkamp saw the first blow 
struck he leaped from the cab. 
Conniff followed a moment later. 
The screams of the woman and the 
vanishing men attracted the chauf- 
feur, Joseph Simonetti of 1715 60th 
street, Brooklyn. 

Simonetti attracted Policeman 
Nulett, West 68th street station, 
who gave chase and captured Con- 
niff and Aufenkamp a block away. 
Mrs. Merritt, although still »some- 
what dazed, identified both men. 
Both were frisked and in Conniff’s 
possession two rings and the money 
were found, with the check book. 

Mrs. Merritt’s eye was in such 
condition that she required medical 
attention. She said both had acted 
perfectly all right until Conniff 
suddenly struck and robbed her. In 
West Side Court Aufenkamp was 
held in $5,000 bail while bail was 
refused Conni-f, who has a previous 
criminal record, 


TRUCK OF FILMS STOLEN 


Fifty Subjects Intended For City 
Delivery Released by Court 


Charged with the theft of an aute 


Gelivery truck and about $5,000 
worth of picture films owned by 
various distributors, John J. Hig- 


gins, 28, chauffeur, of 163 West 121s 
street, was arraigned in West Sit 
Court before Magistrate Henry M 


R. Goodman, Higgins, represented 
by Attorney Joseph Broderick 


asked for an adjournment unt! 


Higgins was captured after he 


window when the stolen truck had 
mounted the sidewalk. Higgins 
escaped unscathed. He denied he 
had stolen the truck or films. Many 
valuable films were lost from the 
metal containers at 44th street and 
Sth avenue. The truck is owned by 
Max Alter, 1190 Bryant avenue, the 
Bronx. 

The films are owned by the First 
National, Metro, Educational and 
other companies. Five cans of films 
are missing. The entire lot con- 
tained 50 subjects. 

John Rickards, president of the 
Film Carriers’ Association, ex- 
plained to the Court that the films 
were to be shown in many picture 
houses in Times square and through- 
out the city. He added that many 
would have to close unless ‘the films 
were delivered. He stated that a 
civil action would ensue unless the 
films were delivered. The Court 
then agreed to have the films re- 
turned to the distributors. 


‘SPIRIT OF ’76’ JUST 
SPIRIT—$5,000 BAIL 


C. L. Forester Held for Sell- 
ing Interest in Braunstein 
Film 


Charles L. Forester, 52, who said 
he was a theatrical producer, resid- 
ing at 502 West 42d street, was ar- 
raigned in West Side Court before 
Magistrate Glatzmayer on a charge 
of grand larceny. Forester was held 
in $5,000 bail for the grand jury. 

Forester was arrested at his 
apartment by Detectives Pat Flood 
and John Green, West 47th street 
station, on complaint of Ralph Rus- 
so, @ young contractor who alleged 
he gave Forester more than $500, 
believing he was to receive 10 per 
cent of the income on the picture 
“The Spirit of ’76.” The specific 
complaint that Forester was ar- 
raigned on was that he received 
from Russo $132 March 15. 

Assistant District Attorney Wil- 
liam Schwartz, in asking for high 


(Continued on page 45) 


NADLER’S FAMILY ROW 


A charge of disorderly conduct 
preferred against Joseph Nadler, 38, 
clothing salesman, Century Hotel, 
111 West 46th street, was dismissed 
when the case was called before 
Magistrate McKiniry in West Side 
court. 

Nadler was arrested by Policeman 
Cronin, West 47th street station, 
after Mrs. May Nadler, 1807 Champ- 
lost avenue, Philadelphia, said he 
tore her dress and bruised her legs 
when he dragged her through the 
hall of the hotel. 

The couple have been separated 
|\for some time and she came from 
| Philadelphia to talk to her husband 
about some money matters. She 
isaid she learned he was living at 
| the hotel with another woman and 
went directly to the room. She be- 
gan pounding on the door and 
screaming. 

Someone 


phoned Nadler at his 
place of business, Broadway Cloth- 
‘ing Shop, 166 West 46th street. He 
came to the hotel and tried to per- 
suade his wife to calm herself but 
linstead she continued to scream. 


Friday, Bail of $5,000 was fixe 
A surety company furnished the ‘ 
bond. 


had crashed into a stationery store | 


Fowler and Tamara as the dance features. 

The Everglades is doing well with new Earl Lindsay revue; the Fri- 
volity is continuing its usual healthy trade, and the 54th St. Club intro- 
duced new show starring Dan Healy. 

For a touch of Montmartre on Broadway, the unique Tommy Lyman, 
warbling his ballads at the Salon Royal, with Texas Guinan as co-star. 

Up in Harlem the Cotton Club has a whale of a hotsy-totgy brown- 


revue. 
The Silver 


Helen Morgan is big at her new Chez Helen Morgan. 
Slipper has a new girly revue, and Lorettg McDermott’s is the latest 
starter, 

RECOMMENDED DISK RECORDS 
(See Disk Reviews in Music Department for selections.) 


RECOMMENDED SHEET MUSIC i 
There's Something About a Rose” “If | Can’t Have You” 
Lovely Lady” (show) “Chioe” 


“Little Log Cabin of Dreams” “The Beggar” 


$10 Fines for Steerers | Nadler said he left her there and 


Magistrate Henry M. R. Goodman Wits 
ollowed causing his arrest. 


in West Side Court fined two “steer- 

ers” $10 each when pleading guilty| He denied he had torn her dress 
to the charge of accosting pedes- |0F injured her. 

trians near theatres and showing oe 


he she they buy tickets. 
Matthew emecsers’ Whoopee Night 


Patrolman Matthew Segrell, 


the West 47th Street Station, ar- | The Cheese Club will make 
rested George Cohen, 27, of 290 | whoopee at the Little Club Friday 
West End avenue in front of the night. Sam Weiss of the cafe is 


; hoisting for the Cheezers who are 
the | the jests of honor. 
It will be the first time in months 
the members will not have to grab 
with the fear of 


Criterion theatre. 

Peter Dolam, patrolman of 
West 47th Street Station, arrested | 
Robert Hin«” man, 21, of 208 West 
84th Street, near the Palace, for | for eating checks 
“gtecring.” jnot muffing 


BETTY LEE PINCHED 


ON LARCENY CHARGE 


‘Freed Upon Albert Clark’s Re- 


fusal to Prosecute, Re-ar- 


rested on Another Compiaint 


, Hotel Vene- 
129 West 47th street, had a 
rand larceny preferred 


a 
wag st her dismissed before Mas- 
istrate McKiniry in West Side 
Court. 
|} Betty, who said her rea] name is 


Muriel Lopez and claiming rela- 
tionship to Vincent Lepez, was ar- 
rested by Policeman Ryan, West 
47th street station, on complaint of 
Albert Clark, interior decorator, of 
the Hotel Vendiz. She was charged 


with the larceny of six diamond 
rings Valued at $8600. 
Miss Lee, who alleged to have 


appeared in “Criss Cross” and “Rio 
Rita," said she met Clark about a 
year ago in the Automat at Broad- 
way and 46th street. She was intro- 
duced to Clark and his six-year-old 
son. She teek the kid to several 
shows and then lost track of Clark. 

Several days ago she met Clark 
and confessed she was not work- 
ing. He said he was looking for 
someone to care for his boy and 
she came to his apartment at the 
Vendig. She remained there two 
days and on Wednesday morning 
suddenly decided to leave. 

Clark got out of bed and demand- 
ed an explanation, from her account. 
She said she decided to go to 
Bridgeport, Conn, to get a job. The 
decorator said he began to look for 
his two wallets and discovered they 
were missing. He tried to detain 
the girl until he found them but she 
left. 

Some time later she returned and 
demanded her baggage. Clark said 
he had found his wallet stuffed in 
a box under the bed. It contained 
$80. Another wallet with six dia- 
mond rings, three of which were his 
and the others belonging to men 
whom he had loaned money to were 
missing. 

All Go to Station House 

The girl denied all knowledge of 
them and again left. She returned 
shortly after with Policeman Ryan 
to make qa demand for her baggage. 
When Clark explained the situation 
to the cop he decided to take them 
to the station house. There Clark 
preferred a charge against the 
dancer, 

In court after Betty had been 
held overnight Clark appeared and 
said he did not desire to prosecute, 
He said he had not found the rings 
but hoped she would return them, 
Magistrate McKiniry freed the girl. 
As she was about to leave court 
Detective Callahan, West 30th 
Street station, rearrested her on a 
larceny charge. 

Helen Fiannery, of the Hotel Na- 
varre, charged that last February 
Miss Lee stole four dresses belong- 
ing to her after the Flannery woman 
had given her food and shelter. She 
was taken to Jefferson Market Court 
for arraignment. 


Rich Englishman Loses 
$140,000 in Racing Gyp 


San Francisco, March 
Gypped out of $140,000 on a phony 
race track swindle while touristing 
in Honolulu, Thomas Needham, 72- 
year-old British millionaire, and 
owner of several hotels and drug- 
stores in England, arrived here on 
the liner “President Taft.” Eleven 
men have been indicted in Honolulu 
for complicity in the swindle. It 
wasn't the loss of the $149,000 so 
much as being made a fool of, com- 
plained on his arrival 
here, 
Leon D. Brooks, Honolulu hotel 
man who arrived on the same boat, 


mie 


said the gang who fleeced Need- 
ham also bunked the Honolulu lodge 
of Elks out of $30,000 on a fake 


charity scheme, 


Feet Edson Discharged 


Hyman Edson, 34, former man- 
ager of Texas Guinan’'s 300 Club at 
154 West 54th street, was dis- 

Gharged on his” recognizance in 
} Special Sessions when appearing for 
|trial on a charge of making a false 
l finaneial statement. The charge had 
| been made in January, 1927, by 


Thomas F. Donegan, bondsman, who 
| failed to appear to press the com- 
| plaint. 

i} Kdson has been at liberty under 
|} bail of $1,090 since his arrest.’ The 
in the case show that the 


papers 
hus been _adjourned many 


matter 
‘timer. 


he | | Pes 
to | | | 
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VARIETY 


~ Joys and Glooms of Broadway 


By N. T. G. 


Chorus Girl’s Benefit 


We know of no cause for which it would be easier to win support. 
For instance, suppose the girls were to run (with the assistance of the 
stars, of course, and with managerial sanction and help), one huge 
» benefit annually in Madison Square Garden, and also one ball at the 
* Astor, together with about four theatre benefits. The greatest stars 
of the stage would be happy to contribute their services because they 
would know that the money made would help the chorus kids when they 


need it. 


The proceeds would go to the partial endowment of a home for chorus 
girls, not a charitable institution, but a real home where they could get 


room and board for $15 a week. 


In addition it would buy, equip and maintain a summer camp or farm, 
and establish a relief fund for needy girls, making money advances in 
the form of loans which can be paid back when the kids get a lucky 
We've known of many a starving chorus girl (and we mean 


break. 
“starving”’), kids who haven't eaten 


help kids like this, a place where they could live amid a home atmos- 
phere and no worry about the room rent and meals if they're out of 


work, would be a real charity. 


Actors are willing enough to give benefits for others, to aid un- 
fortunates of every creed and color but are neglectful of themselves. 


Managers Indifferent 


f carrying out this Utopian scene is the 
They are not alive to the benefits the 


The difficulty in the way 
indifference of the managers. 


theatrical industry would derive from this course. 


directly concern their pocketbook or 
interested. Yet a movement of this 


of musical shows, would vastly interest the public and win friends 
for show business in general, to say nothing about bringing happiness, 
freedom from worry and temptation, fresh air and health to many a 


chorus kid who needs it. 


Harriet Hoctor’s Knee 
Last week, in these columns we mentioned the injury to Harriett 


for a couple of days. A fund to 


Since it doesn’t 
success of their shows they’re not 
sort, fostered by all the producers 


RANDY NEWMAN IS 
CHARGED WITH THEFT 


Retired Civil Engineer Alleges 
Disbarred Lawyer Held Out 
$5,000—Adjournment 


Randolph Newman, 49, disbarred 
lawyer, living at 17 West 86th street, 
and who for years had a large 
clientele in Times Square, was ar- 
raigned in West fide Court before 
Magistrate Henry Goodman on the 
charge of grand larceny. The Court 
fixed $2,500 bail { - a hearing this 
week. “Randy” got the bail. 


Newman was arrested in his 
apartment while shaving. Detective 
Sergeants William Delaney and Jo- 
seph Maloney, of the West 68th 
street station, took the ex-lawyer 
to the West 68th street station, 
where he was “booked.” 

Newman was arrested on the 


complaint of Arthur Grace, retired 
civil engineer, residing at the Con- 


1 apartments at Forest Hill, 
Grace, who has spent much 


tinen 
te. 


time in Alberta, Can., placing irri- 
gation systems, alleged that he has 


been’ ictimized out of $5,000 by 


Newman. 


Grace was the owner of almost 


$9,000 worth of Roxy theatre stock. 
He received a visit one day from 
an unidentified man who told him 
how he could make money on his 


2 Des Moines Athletes 
In Courtroom Spotlight 


Des Moines, Ia., March 27. 

Two local athletes are in “court 
light” here this week. The wife of 
Chalmer Cissell, the $123,000 Chi- 
cago White Sox shortstop recruited 
from the local team last year, ap- 
} -ared in court with a black eye 
alleged to have been handed her 
by a neighbor in a community quar- 
rel. Cissell was brought back here 
last November by authorities, his 
marriage nullifying the charges of 
seduction brought by the girl who 
is now the mother of a four months- 
old baby. 
A 16-year-old girl brought charges 
of misconduct this week against 
Tony Legourri, local lightweight 
boxer, and authorities detained him 
just as he was leaving for New 
York to fight under contract for 
Abe Rosenberg. A jury trial will 
determine the paternity of the ex- 
pected baby. Proceedings are un- 
usual in that there is no penalty 
attached in case a verdict of guilty 
is returned, although the defendant 
can be made to support the child. 


$7 GREEN FEE ADS 
TO GOLFER’S PROBLEM 


Municipal Course Nightmare 
Gives Semi-Public Links 
Opening to Gouge 


Queensboro Golf Club, the former 
Belleclaire club in Bayside, L. L, is 


IN GARDEN SHOW 


Routis Claims Foul—Refereg 
Allows It—Petrone and 
Fernandez 


By JACK PULASKI 


It was a sort of bye Friday eve« 


ning around the Garden wher 
feathers and bantams mixed it up 


in four 10-rounders, all going the 
distance bit one. That was the 
Andre Routis-Sammy Dorfmag 
match. On the toss of the coin t& 


was made the final over Dominick 
Petrone and Ignacio Fernandes, 
semi-finalists. None of the boys 
appear to be contenders for titles 
and on past performances are third 
and fourth raters. 

Routis, the Frenchman, was doing 
well enough against Dorfman, the 
East Sider. Suddenly a left hook 
to the body caused Andre to paw 
his groin and express great pain, 
The referee, Jack O'Sullivan, at first 
insisted the blow had hit Routis on 
the hip. The Frenchman insisted he 


was fouled and his knees sagged. © 


O'Sullivan aided the foreigner to 
his corner and disqualified Dorf« 
man. 

This same referee officiated last 
summer when Jack Sharkey claimed 
he had been fouled by Dempsey. 
That time O'Sullivan could no 
speakee Engleesh. Routis may 
have been hit below the belt, but it 


THIRD RATERS CLASH 


Hoctor on the eve of her “Three Musketeers” debut. The following 
telegram is the result: 
N. T. G., care Variety: 

“How kind of you to make announcement about my knee in your 


column. I really appreciate it. Best wishes. 


(Roxy) stock. How the unidentified 
man learned he had the stock, Grace 
couldn't explain. The glib talker 
prevailed upon Grace to turn his 
stock in at Darnell & Co., then at 
44 Broad street, averred Grace. 


announcing a week-end green fee 
rate of $7 for Saturdays, Sundays 
and holidays. Goes into effect next 
week when regular greens are open- 
ed to play. Now, with temporary 
greens which spell grief on the dub’s 


didn’t look damaging, and Dorfman 
is no hard socker. " 
A Better Bout 

Petrone of ‘Harlem and Fernan- 

dez of Manila gave a much more 

colorful exhibition. First one and 


Harriett Hoctor. 


Betty Randolph’s Escape 


Not long after, he said, the bro- 


kers, induced him to buy Cardinal 


card, the week-end rate is $5, a new 


then the other would forge ahead, 


.|top for off-season prices. 1 a willi i tained 

" Betty Randolph, much publicized society leader, now arranging for|Motors. This cost Grace $2,500 ad each able and willing, in susta 
“i . her third divorce, was in the Guinan Club. She said to us: ditional. When he sought some in-| At the same time Hillcrest, semi-| attacks with both hands. The 
come from his stocks, Grace said,| Public course in Jamaica, proposesS| prown-skinned Ignatz generally 


“Do you know that I nearly lost my apartment on account of you? 
Well, I had the radio on one night when a knock came to the door, and 
the superintendent wanted to know who was being killed in the place. 

“He heard you receiting ‘Boots’ and thought I was being murdered.” 


Dick Bennett’s Borrowed Bible 


Forgive us if we again mention Texas, but this one must be told. 
Richard Bennett was guest of honor at her Joy Joint Friday night. 
Called on for a speech he strode to the middle of the floor with a book 
in his hand, and said something like this: 

“This is a Bible and I’m going to read something out of it regarding 
charity and tolerance. The first one who makes a sound I’ll lick in 


person.” 


So he proceeded to read at length from the Bible, and as a parting 


gesture, gave the book to Tex. 
On the back it read: ‘From the 
Hotel.” 


Harry Carey’s Expensive Gag 


We were talking to Harry Carey, the western star. 
near Los Angeles, in which he had sunk a half a million dollars, com- 
pletely swept away when the dam burst. 

“I lost everything, completely wiped out. 
I'll move up north and start all over. 
I won't build in a valley again not by a 


“Yes,” said Harry. 
ll build again. 
from valleys under a dam. 
dam site.” 


Gideons Society. Great Northern 


He had a ranch, 


But 
I'll get away 


ALLEN-PEACHES ROW 


(Continued from page 33) 
noon, when Allen phoned he would 
make a personal appearance with 
Peaches at the Broadway as “the 
man” in the case. Simmons seemed 
to take it seriously and asked Allen 
to quote a figure for his services. 

Allen Kept Wife Informed 

Allen states that when his wife 
was in Palm Beach he advised her 
of having been to the Ambassadeurs 
and Little Clubs In a party with 
Marvin Welt, Peaches’ agent; Julius 
Kendler, counsel for Allen and Welt, 
and others. Kendler issued the 
statements on behalf of Allen, who 
told the dailies he could say noth- 
ing, only through his attorney. 

Allen states he is satisfied to stay 
evicted, but complains only that his 
one trunk, one suitcase, the golf bag 
and the straw hat Mrs. Allen sent 
down are not sufficient. 

A question of religious faith al- 
leging Allen’s conversion to Catho- 
licism is a surprise to the Broadway 


Allen denied to the newspaper 
bunch in the presence of Marvin 
Welt that he was a converted Cath- 
olic. 

Allen hinted 
friendship with a Mr. 


at Mrs. Allen’s 
Biddle of 


Philadelphia whom she met while 
at Palm Beach. 

Mrs. Allen and Peaches have met, 
at the former’s request, according to| 


Allen, who states they were all at 
the Ambassadeurs (nite club), and 
Mrs. Allen insisted she be intro- 
duced to the w. k. Peaches, later 
inviting her hoine for dinner. 

The “American” scooped on the 
story, although Victor Watson, at 
whose house Allen and the mob 
were Sunday night, held it back for 
the seconu edition of the “Mirror.” 

The “News” didn’t carry it until 
a day later, presumably fearing an- 
other p. a. yarn. The “Times” and 
“World” laid off it completely. 

The Allens have been married 10 
years. They have a six-months-old 
girl. Two previous children died. 

The “break” of the story brought 
scores of newspaper men and 
camera shooters upon Allen and he 
immediately decided to arrange for 
an immediate rest. Allen sent Jack 
Loeb in Florida a wire and the lat- 
ter was to start back to New York 
today (Wednesday). 

When Loeb gets here he will take 
over the Fox vaude books and Allen 
will seek seclusion for a week or so. 


Parody Restaurant, Inc.; Travel- 
ers Ins. Co.; $961. 
eats Acierno; H. Leventhal et al.; 
Bond Photoplay Corp.; Elbee Pic- 
tures Corp.; $724. 
, oo Falk; Lee Lash Co., 
76. 


Inc.; 


Will Archie and Harry Sauber 


Darnell & Co. told him, he said that 
his stock was lost or islaid. 


$5,000 Recoverable 


A few days later he said he re- 
ceived a telephone message from 
Newman, followed by a personal 
visit. Newman is quoted as saying 
he believed he could recover about 
$5,000 out of the wreckage. 

Grace told assistant district at- 
torney Bill Schwartz that he figurea 
$5,000 was better than nothing and 
gave Newman the assignment to get 
his stock or money. Newman took 
him to an office in Times Square 
that he said was his, averry ’ Grace. 
Grace also declared that Newman 
told him he was a practising attor- 
ney.’ 

“Soon after Newman showed me 
three drafts for $5,000. He directed 
me to endorse them and I did. He 
promised to return with the cash. 
I waited and waited but he never 
came back,” said the retired civil 
engineer, 

Newman denies any wrongdoing. 
He is said to have told the sleuths 
that he got the money and that 
Grace directed him to invest it, 
which he has done. He denied that 
he ever posed as a practicing at- 
torney. 

During the course of explanation 
in court the name of Zalinsky 
Brothers was mentioned. An at- 
torney for the complainant, who 
mentioned the name, asked that 
newspapermen wait until the hear- 
ing in court when asked who were 
the “Zalinsky’s.” 


CAR’S FALSE BOTTOM 


Attempted Car Theft Revealed 200 
Pts. Rye 


James Marra, 24, Hotel Belvedere, 
was held in $1,000 bail for further 
examination when arraigned on a 
charge of attempted grand larceny. 
Marra was arrested in 48th street 
near Broadway when he and an- 


other man, who escaped, tried to 
steal an automobile, later found to 


When the automobile was brought 
to the West 47th street station it 
was found to have a false bottom. 
Secreted in it were the 200 pints 
of rye. 

The detectives said the machine 
was owned by a Syracuse man and 
they are communicating with him. 
The seized liquor was turned over 


have formed an agency partnership, 


to the Federal authorities. 


to advance its scale from $2 to $3, 
and from $4 to $5. Hillcrest has 
always attracted a large number of 
show people because of its con- 
venient distance and availability 
for a morning round permitting re- 
turn to the city by matinee time. 
Joe Lannin’s Salisbury layout 
near Garden City is holding to its 
old rate of $1.50 week days, and 
$2.50 week-ends, and probably will 
be more crowded than ever on the 
wide-open courses, Nos. 1 and 2. 
The other three courses in the Salis- 
bury Plains group are operated on 
a membership-and-fee basis. The 
Lannins, who run the Garden City 
Hotel, originally built the Garden 
City course, and sold it for enough 
to buy the enormous tract just be- 
yond the Meadowbrook Polo field 
which now has five full 18-hole 
courses besides a club house that 
cost nearly $200,000 to build. 

The Westchester-Biltmore layout 
up near Rye last season set a green 
fee of $10 and was fussy about who 
was admitted. This season probably 
they’ll tilt that rate. 


4 Municipal Courses 

New York city operates four golf 
courses, counting the _ scenically 
beautiful Forest Park in Brooklyn. 
They are four nightmares, partly 
because they are overplayed during 
the season and partly because they 
are badly cared for even if they do 
take in upward of $200,000 a year 
in fees. Playing permits cost $10 
a year, and the daily green fee (in 
the absence of annual permit, which 
covers year’s unlimited play), is $1. 
It is the discomfort of playing the 
crowded city courses and the 
wretched condition of the city- 
owned links that lets in the pri- 
vately operated places for high fees. 

Proving that a public course can 
be maintained in fine condition, 
Westchester county runs the new 
Mohensic layout half way between 
Yorktown and Peekskill, a high- 
class, championship test with greens 
and fairways to match the best pri- 
vate clubs. This course can be 
played for a year at $20 or for $1 a 
round. It is 37 miles from Colum- 
bus Circle on good roads. West- 


A new element in the metropoli- 
tan golf situation is the Cedar 
Point club, just taken over by Billy 
LaHiff, proprietor of the Tavern, 
which will be operated as a mem- 
bership proposition, but still will 
preserve its semi-public character. 
It is situated inland from the Rock- 
aways not far from the Inwood 


cours 


started things, and when it looked 
as though Dominick was woozy, the 
Harlemite began a slugfest of his 
own. They kept this sort of thing 
up for most of the way, and a draw 
was the right idea. -If either boy is 
to figure in the money later, the 
guess is it will be Fernandez. 

Archie Bell of Brooklyn, not con< 
tent with a previous decision 
against him by Kid Francis of Italy, 
essayed to prove otherwise and 
failed. Francis may be no wonder, 
but he is game, which, too, goes for 
Bell. In the last session a cut 
which stretched across Archie's 
eyebrow worried him. Previously he 
seemed intent on knocking off & 
plaster which Francis entered the 
ring with. The plaster came off 
eventually but the Kid's handlers 
stuck another one on again. Bell's 
seconds paged a doctor friend to 
sew up a gash which they claimed 
came as ae result of butting 
against Francis’s dome. 

In the first 10, Benny Schwarts, 
Baltimore’s hope in the bantam 
division, was given some rough 
treatment by Al Brown, dusky and 
skinny Harlemite. Benny went 
down a couple of times. He started 
to reach Brown after that, but he 
never could overcome Al's lead. In 
the last round Brown got away out 
in front. Benny squinted at the 
time clock and was glad when the 
bell rang. 


Meehan, Pug, Stage Hand 
Seattle, March 27. 

Willie Meehan, formerly heavy=- 
weight pug, and cow a stage hand 
with the Chicago Civic Opera com- 
pany, came in for much news- 
paper space here recently. 

Meehan, who arrived in town to- 
gether with 35 other stage hands 
to set up scenery for the opening 
of the opera company at the Fifth 
Avenue theatre, did not care to have 
anyone in Seattle discover his iden- 
tity. 

The once famous boxer evaded re- 


porters who were tipped off as to 
Meehan’s arrival. Dick Sharp, 


has been continued to April 2, when 
he will be up on Mann act charges. 
Attorney General made the request, 
as the criminal division of the Do 
partment of Justice wishes to make 
further investigation. 

Charges against Brown grew out 
of his alleged transportation of 4 
Salt Lake City girl from Floride ‘® 
Washington, D. C., tn 1926. 


it 2 mob. Born a Jew, although Allen JUDGMENTS contain 200 pints of whiskey. chester County opened a second|sporting litor of the ‘“Post-Intel-- 
i Ff is misquoted in having stated his ; Detectives Kepper and Ford, au-|eourse late last season, Maplemoor, |ligencer”. (Hearst), trailed and 
: i father was a Catholic also, the First Nat. Exhib. Circuit, Inc. and|tomobile squad, saw the two men|between White Plains and Rye. Itjidentified Meehan. ~ 

r 4 booker was said by Mrs. Allen to be Nat. Pets.; Chas, Chaplin; $75,-|joitering near the machine and|was not “seasoned” last year, but 

i i have embraced her faith. She is|°"¢ ae watched them. As they were about |even in raw condition was superior 

i 4 a devout Catholic and because of shen SOREN GHA & to drive away the detectives hur-|to any of the New York pin BROWN’S TRIAL APRIL 2 

j her faith the matter of divorce can- Bronx Plaza Theatre Corp.; N. Y.|ried over. The man at the wheel es-|courses. Prices the same as Mo- Ogden, Utah, March 27. 

' 4 not be considered. Edison Co.; $260. caped but Marra was captured. hansic. H. D. Brown's, sportsman, trtal 
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Among the Women 
By the Skirt 


The Best Dressed Woman of the Week 
ODALI CARENA 
Palace Theatre (Vaud.) 


At the Palace 


Palace bill this week starts off well with Howard's ponies and dogs, 
gm the pink of condition. Mrs. Howard was in a short purple velvet 
goubrettish costume. Bodice heavily embroidered with brilliants. A 
lavender lined cape was slung across one shoulder and a turban bore 
a@ lavender plume. High shoes were of gold and black. 

Claiborne Foster in an amusing sketch wore a rose beige jumper dress. 

What a gorgeous artist is Odali Carena. Much too good for vaude- 
ville. The generous applause that greeted her was rightly deserved. 
Mme. Carena’s gown was coral velvet that was swathed about her 
superb figure like a glove. The front of the bodice was of solid rhine- 
stones. One arm was draped with a long hanging end of the velvet. 
Marjorie Mary Hart, at the piano, was in black taffeta made buffante 
with a silver facing. 

Marion Harris for her first gown, chose an ecru lace pleated skirt and 
a bodice of many colors. A cape of lace fell from the shoulders and a 
blue straw hat was carried in the hands. Slippers were also of the blue. 
A change to a white georgette was shortly made. The full skirt carried 
a design of brilliants. The slippers for this costume were green. 

Stanley Rogers (with Jay Brennan) was in a pale green velvet en- 
semble trimmed with grey fox. 


Modern “Hedda” Not so Good 


A 20th Century “Hedda Gabler’ is Eva Le Gallienne, and not so good. 

The first act promised well with Miss Le Gallienne in a long flowing 
almost church-like house gown of white brocade. Second and third 
act modern dress of a very dark blue material was all out of the picture. 
When the star appeared in a black chiffon of uneven hem in the final 
act, it was the last straw. 

The Civic Repertory theatre on 14th street and 6th avenue are starting 
a drive for 200,000 members, They may deserve all the help one can give 
them but “Hedda Gabler” should for the time being be dropped from 
the list. 


Shrieked at Colman’s Costume 


The 16th century costumes of the picture, “Two Lovers,” at the Em- 
bassy, are more becoming to Vilma Banky than to her co-star, Ronald 
Colman. 

In the scene where Colman meets his affianced bride, he had a white 
eostume and looked so funny the audience shrieked with laughter. Miss 
Banky as always was very beautiful. Her long-flowing dresses with 
high Medici collars and befeathered hats are made to order for this miss, 

A betrothal gown was of rare lace with many pearis. Wedding outfit 
was similar, with the veil of lace having a newer twist than usual. 

This picture could almost be called “Much Ado About Nothing.” 


At the Paramount 


The Paramount stage program this week is all one could wish for in 
a presentation. Nevins Melodies were brought to life in a series of 
animated tableaux. “The Rosary” was sung in a beautiful setting of 
nuns and monks. 

John Boyle’s girls were dressed so well it was a foregone conclusion 
Dolly Tree had designed the costumes. Full skirts short in front and 
longer in the back were of white, painted in a green and black design. 
Huge yellow bows were at the throat, and high red satin stovepipe hats 
on the heads matched the gloves. In another number the girls were in 
dresses of tan with the row shading down to a deep brown. Brown 
tammies were worn. There was a quick change in this number, the tan 
and brown dresses being snatched from the wearers to find them all in 
eilver-fringed frocks cut extremely short and having the bodices of red 
flowers. The finale had the girls in yellow velvet, close-fitting tunic 
costumes heavily embroidered in gold. Headdresses were huge feathered 
affairs shading from yellow to orange. 

The Gibson Sisters in one number had one girl in blue velvet pants 
and white blouse. The other girl was a doll in peach-colored ruffles 
with large hat trimmed with biue ribbons. 

publicity.” 


Mrs. Stull of Ohio Wants 3 
. Aside from some opportune ad- 
“To Cash In on Publicity” vice to Mr. Strouse shou his per- 


sonal love affairs, none of the out- 
standing problems was satisfactor- 

The founder and president of the | {ly settled that day. Mrs. Stull has 

International Widows’ and Widow- | not yet discovered an all-sufficing 
ers’ Club, Mrs. Nelle B. Stull, of | word like “‘it.” 
Elyria, O., has arrived in New York 
to lend her talents to the Broadway 
stage. As Mrs. Stull expresses it, 
“she wants to cash in on some of 
her publicity.” 

This publicity has accrued to her 
through writing syndicate articles 
for some midwest newspapers. 
Irving Strouse, the P. A., is the pro- Los Angeles, March 31. 
moter of the president of the| Ja@caueline Logan was granted a 
Widows and Widowers. It was at|divorce by Superior Court Judge 
his invitation she journeyed forth | Schauer from Robert Gillespie. 


Club, who wants “to cash in on her 


Jacqueline Logan’s Sweet 
Hubby and Divorced Him 


from Elyria. 

Mr. Strouse had read some sex 
articles by Mrs. Stull for “True 
Confessions” and “Love Affairs” 
magazines. 

As they sat in Mr. Strouse’s office 
conniving at plans for her stage 
debut, they seemed to come to odds. 
First was the question of billing. 
Mr. Strouse wanted to bill her as 
“the woman who has refused 15,000 
Proposals.” Mrs. Stull thought 
“The Marry Widow” would be 
cuter. 

On actual 
neither could 
Mrs. Stull has a yen to lead a band, 
not to play in one as she has no 
musical education—just to lead one. 
Upon second thought and in spite 
of her Publicity, Mr. Strouse de- 
cided that a little skit explaining 
the Widows’ and Widowers’ Club, 
written around Mrs. Stull, would 
offer a more satisfactory stage 
debut. Apparently Mrs. Stull would 
have none of this, as she explained 
she is not an actress, but the presi- 
dent of the Widows’ and Widowers’ 


stage performance 


they quite agree. | 


Miss Logan testified that her hus- 
band called her vile names and also 


told her she was dumb: he drank 
to excess, stayed out nights and 
ithat they had to separate on this 
account once. She took him back 
and he was much worse than before. 

Miss Logan said that on the 
morning of Dec. 15 when leaving for 
work her husband came home and 
when she asked him where he had 
been, he kicked her from behind 
and as she turned around he 
kicked her front. She _ also 
charges that he seized her, dragged 
lher into a room, locked the door 
and choked her. 

Miss Logan also claimed that Gil- 
lespie demanded money from her 
which she gave him, and she paid 
the bills for the home. 

She said that when she was work- 
ing to pay the bills he would be vile- 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Bray in- 
tend leaving shortly for Europe, to 
remain indefinitely. 


$150 Period Costumes 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

To obtain correct costumes 
for the period of “The Divine 
Lady” story, First National 
will have Max Ree design and 
make 300 costumes of the early 
198th century p?riod. Th se 
costumes will average $150 
each, or a total of $45,600. 


A TIMES SQUARE GAL 
WRITES BACK HOME 


(Another letter sent by Adelaide 
Smithson to her chum, Louise 
Chesterbrook, of Cumbersome, 
Idaho.) 


New York, March 22. 
Dear Louisa: 


Some bad news, but don’t tell 
Ma. 

I had hoped that modeling job at 
$40 a week and going out every 
night with Mr. Riffin and the buyers 
would last. But if it hadn’t been 
one thing it would have been an- 
other I guess. 

I haven’t been down there for two 
days so I don't know about my job. 

Everything was so nice. I was 
going out every night with Mr. 
Riffin until one day his partner in 
the Gold Lining Dress Company, 
Mr. Schwartzkenkauler (not sure if 
that’s spelled right), asked me to 
go out with him that evening. I 
told him Mr. Riffin already had 
asked me, 

I didn’t see anything wrong 
in that. It was truth. 
Well, Mr. Schwartzkenkauler burst 
out and wanted to know who 
I thought I was working for? I told 
him Mr. Riffin. Then he says he 
had to pay half my salary and the 
models would do what they were 
told; his partner couldn’t grab off 
any dame for himself. 

I didn’t like that word dame and 
told him so. He looked at me a 
minute and then he said: 

“You’ve picked a flop. Wait and 
see.” 

I think I should have told Mr. 
Riffin but I didn’t say anything. 
Well, about 5 o’clock, but don’t tell 
Ma, as I was showing off a gown 
on the floor I heard loud voices, and 
a woman hollering: “Where is she? 
Show that hussy to me.” 

Met the Wife 

Somebody must have pointed me 
out. She rushed toward me and 
yelled: 

“You get out of here, you little 
trollop, trying to steal my hus- 
band.” 

“Who are you and who's your 
husband,” I asked her, thinking she 
had made an error. 

"I’m Mrs. Riffin and that beast 
there is my misfortune,” she 
shouted back, pointing to Mr. 
Riffin. 

“But Mrs. Riffin is an Invalid,” 
I said. 

‘Who told you that, hussy?” she 
screamed. 

“Mr. Riffin,” I answered her. 

“Let me show you what kind of 
an invalid I am,” yelled Mrs. Riffin, 
and the first thing I knew she had 
slammed me clean across the room, 
but don’t tell Ma. 

Then she jumped on me but they 
pulled her off. All I could say when 
I got up was, “You are neither an 
invalid nor a lady,” and then she 
slammed me again. 

Oh, Louisa, it was terrible. I 
thought sure my teeth were gone 
and Mr. Riffin that I thought was 
such a nice man never paid any 
attention to me. He must have 
spoken to one of the salesmen 
though, for one came over to say 
that I should go home at once and 
wait until I heard from Mr. Riffin 

Back on 46th Street 

Guess that’s the end of my job, 
Louisa, so I left the hotel Mr. Riffin 
sent me to, going back to the room- 


ing house on 46th street, where I); 


2m now. 


I was having such a lovely time, 


too, Louisa. Mr. Riffin had prom- 
ised to take me to a nite club down- 
town some night. Said I wouldn't 
have to go to the road houses any 
more. And he thought maybe in a 
couple of weeks he could fix a trip 
for me to Atlantic City. Said he 


knew a cute hideaway down there. | 


Don’t know what it is, but probably 
a hotel. 

Well, when I got back here that 
same young fellow was still in the 
next room, He asked what had hap- 
pened and where I’d been and I told 
him. When J mentioned about Mr. 
Riffin promising to take me to a 
nite club, he said: 

“That's a great scheme, baby, for 
me. J’'ll get you planted better than 


Gray Matter 


By Mollie Gray 


(TOMMY GRAY’S SISTER) 


9 Good Looking Musicians 


Paddy Cliff and his feminine or- 
chestra of nine good-looking mu- 
siciluan: gave of their talents gen- 
erously Monday at the American. 
The girls wore short coats of figured 
material over pleated white silk 
skirts. Some had new green slip- 
pers, while others needed them. Also 
one or two would have profited by 
the diminishing effect of black 
stockin«s. 
Elsa Free danced that way, too, 
accompanied by throbbing music, 
first in a small allotment of brown 
and gold spangles and later in green 
velvet, this time accompanied by 
her own violin. Her version of the 
black bottom never came from the 
north and if it ever reaches there 
the natives are due for a change of 
climate. Mr. Cliff sang a couple of 
songs that must surely have dis- 
turbed the gentle subway workers. 
If Gale is the name of the femi- 
nine half of Dolan and Gale, she 
would create a pleasanter breeze by 
herself. Very attractive and has a 
clear, sweet voice, entirely unforced. 
Under her rose embroidered white 
shawl she wore a frock of sheer 
crepe, gold- spangled on both the 
black of the skirt and flesh color 
bodice, the line where they met be- 
ing an irregular one of scallops. 


Roxy’s Prolog for Jazz 
In spite of the “Jazz” on screen 
and stage at the Roxy, the effect 
would subdue the wildest notions. 
Al Jolson and “The Jazz Singer” are 


a pair that would encourage repeate 
ers at the movies. It ts beautiful in 
its sentiment, silent and sung. 

The Roxy ballet corps and Roxy- 
ettes in bright reds and greens, in- 
cluding feather hats, plaved = on 
somebody's cellar door, more prop- 
erly known as a ramp, with great 
precision. "ho was beauti- 
fully staged anc sung, making the 
show quite a treat for New York's 
auto horn-laden ears. 


Lucky “Wallflowers” 


If all “wallflowers” are as lucky 
as Jean Arthur and her storied 
sister there needn't be such dissat- 
isfaction with a stone support— 
softer ones are coming. It's rare 
that such a thoroughly and econ- 
stantly vicious menace—what’s the 
feminine of “menace”’?—appears as 
Mable Julienne Seott makes of 
“Sherry.” Miss Scott has a stun- 
ning figure and makes no secret of 
it. Her gowns were distinctive and 
always seemed entireiy in char- 
acter. One of metal cloth had fares 
of velvet and large bows of it also 
trailed from hip to floor, while a 
band of jewels just touched her 
neck as it passed from shoulder to 
shoulder. High, tight collars with 
small turnover of some contrast and 
finger-length sleeves were used 
more than once. Jean’s frocks were 
simple ones, of course. Even sim- 
ply dressed hair can be most ate 
tractive. Jean’s was not. 

Looked like a new hero and a 
good one. 


I did at the cafeteria. I'll fix you 
for a hostess.” 

He says a hostess meets all the 
Pzuests and makes everything agree- 
able. That sounds like the best I 
have heard yet, but don’t tell Ma 
until I find out what it is. If I 
don’t hear from Mr. Riffin by Sat- 
urday am going to try hostessing. 

Love but lonesome. Addie. 

P. S—Are my folks still angry 
at me? Don’t tell Ma I asked. 


MARKETING ACTS 


(Continued from page 1) 


A vaudeville performance is given 
daily for the patrons of the food 
palace without charge. These 
shuws, consisting of from five to six 
acts, with music in the pit, are run 
in the afternoons—three shows 
di.ily, with a continuous perform- 
ance Saturday. 

This plan was put into action by 
Arthur E. Goodwin, president of 
the local food market and head of 
five markets in Seattle He is 
carrying it out in Seattle, where 
he has also built a small theatre. 

Local theatre is under the direc- 
tion of Claud Hawley, formerly of 
Toronto, also the manager of the 
market center. 

Plans are now under way, it is 
understood, to erect smal] theatres 
in markets in Vancouver and Port- 
land. The acts playing here in 
most instances have been booked 
from Seattle. They consist of song 
and dance, musical turns, acro- 
batics and monologs. 

No admission is charged, and 
there are no seats for patrons. The 
contention of Mr. Goodwin is that 
jthe entertainment of the patrons 
jof his markets in this manner will 
ihave a tendency to not only adver- 
tise the food marts, but leave an 
| impression with the public. At 
lpresent the salaries are being paid 
iby the market management. 


INCORPORATIONS 


NEW YORK 


| 
| ALBANY, March 24 
Boashwick Amusement Corp... Brook 

yn, operate theatre place ‘ m 
rent, $10,000; Israel Grunstein, Jeror 
Perlmutter Samuel Trager. Filed by 

| Israel Grunstein, 115 Nassau street, New 

| York. 

} National Enterprises, Inc., 

} Utica, moving picture advertisements, | 
advertisement and publicity devices, 

| $10,900; Everett ©. Whitmyer, Mildred 

Whitimyer, Isidor Seige. Filed by 


| Tumposky & Tumpovsky, Utica, 
| Peoples Health Publishing Co., Toe., 
New York, plays, scenarios and dramnias, 
'general publishers, $209,000; 
Rese, Celia Cohen, Percy Rauchwerger 
| Filed by Shirley Kahn, 132 Nassau 
street, New York 

Trovision Projection Screen  Corp., 
Manhattan, motion picture business, 100 


shares common stock no pur. value 
Maurice B. Rich, Samue! Adler, Ruth 
Shoemaker. Filed by Maurice B. Rich, 


66 Broadway, New York. 

Sawpit Theatre Corp., Port Chester, 
theatre proprietors, motion picture 
plays, $5,000; Robert KR. Rosan, Patrick 
J. Murphy, Minnie Issow. Filed by 
Robert R. Rosan, 29 North Main street 
| Port Chester, 


10 DUMBEST QUESTIONS 


(Continued from page 1) 


by their patrons. About 150 were 
submitted when the contest was 
closed and turned over to 
judges for the 10 best. On only one 
of the total were the judges in 
unison, 

Pete Woodhull, head of the M. P, 
T. O. A., says that of the 10 he 
picked eight were actually put to 
him while he was operating his 
house in Dover, N. J. Rube Gold- 
berg and Hawley, himself, are the 
other judges. 

One of the exhibs who replied is 
Joseph Plunkett. In his experience 
at the Strand, New York, the tole 
lowing query appealed to him as the 
dumbest: 

“Will you please give me a seat 
in the front row as I don’t hear very 
well.” 

A few of the others, asked in varie 
ous parts of the U. S. and Canada, 
were: 

“Have you any empty balcony 
seats downstairs?” 

“IT understand ‘Ben-Hur’ is a big 
picture. Will your screen be big 
enough to show it?” 

“If you see the same show from 
the balcony why is the price differ- 
ent?” 

“Has a little boy about 10 years 
old gone into the show?” 

“What has become of Willlam 
Fox? Is he getting too old for pic- 
tures?” 

None of these answers is among 
those selected for the N. T. Dinner. 


SPIRIT OF ’76 


(Continued from page 43) 
| bail on Forester, stated to the court 


) there were at least five persons in 
court who had been duped out of 


more than $5,000. Russo told news- 
papermen he had been taking dane- 


Jacob W.| 


ing lessons at a studio. One day he 
met Forester and was told that he 
; would make money if he would put 
}some coin into this picture. 

H{e was also to have a role in the 
picture. Russo bought a costume 
for his dancing partner and himself, 
but when he found that Forester 
‘had nothing to do with the picture 


he compliuined to the police, 
| The picture is owned by Nathan 
traunstein, 729 Seventh avenue. 
| Braunstein said he never authorized 
| Forester to solicit funds for the pie- 
ture and refused to discuss Forest- 
er’s arrest. In court were Carroll 
1 Daly, theatrical producer, who come 
plained that he gave Forester more 
than $500, believing he was to get a 
certain portion of the income from 
the picture. Schwartz told the court 
that a Margaret Easton, 592 West 
42d street, had lost money in the 
same manner. Miss Easton did not 
talk on the subject. 
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Ritzy 


Although not go classified in the 
guide books, Jean Donaldson is one 
of the sights of Europe. In case 
that name means nothing, let it be 
added that Jean was a daughter of 
a vice-president of the Erie rail- 
road. At 16 she eloped with Stan- 
ley Kerwan, aged 19. They parted 
six weeks later. After the birth of 
a son, Donald Kerwan, the marriage 
was annulled. 

Her second husband was Capt. 
Winfield Sifton, son of Sir Clifford 
Sifton, former attorney general and 
minister of education in the Ca- 
h! nadian cabinet. Her third husband 
s was Capt. John Victor Nash, of 
bet the British army. 
|e It was as Mrs. Nash that this 
} American woman became known as 

H “the best-dressed woman in Eu- 
ti rope.” Her fourth husband was 

# Prince Sabet Bey, of Cairo, re- 
| i ported to be a millionaire but within 
fy a few weeks of the wedding ar- 
4 rested in Paris for unpaid bills of 
fs enormous amounts. She left him at 
once and secured a divorce. 

That was in 1925 and a year later 
j she chose her fifth husband, Paul 
Dubonent, son of one of France's 
| a richest men, the manufacturer of 
cordial. 

Nowadays this much-married, 
much - divorced, much - jewelled 
4 American woman is an object of 
H general interest in Paris and the 
Riviera. She once received an offer 
ih from the Selwyns to act on Broad- 
way. 

q Paul Dubonnet was previously di- 
ba vorced by Christiane Coty, daugh- 
4M ter of Francois Coty, the famous 
ti perfumer and owner of the pub- 
1) lication, “Le Figaro.” Mrs. Coty 
We, Dubonnet was later so constantly 
ie seen with Harry Hays Morgan, Jr., 
| that it was reported they would 
u marry. He is the son of Mr. and 
-*Mrs. Harry Hays Morgan, of New 

York, and brother of Lady Fur- 

ness, Mrs. Reginald Vanderbilt and 
igi Mrs. Benjamin Thaw, Jr.. He was 
i divorced by Ivor O’Connor, former- 
i - ly Mrs. Trezvant, whose father, the 
late James O'Connor, was for 20 
years president of the City National 
Bank, of Dallas, and whose mother 
is now Mrs. Francis E. Drake, of 
Paris. 


Tracing Jean St. Cyr 


Interesting is the report that Jean 
St. Cyr has rented a house in Lon- 
"4 don, and will occupy it early in the 
m3 spring. Meanwhile, he divides his 
time between a suite at the Ritz in 
i New York and a magnificent estate 
in San Mateo, Calif, 

: The sensational revelations in 
“The World” some years ago were 
44 never denied, many columns in sev- 
i eral issues declaring St. Cyr was 
Jack Thompson, of Waco, Texas, 
former bellboy, chorusboy and hat- 
salesman at Wanamaker's in New 
; York. It was also avowed that Jack 
> had lived in a theatrical rooming- 


; house, along with one Oscar St. 
i Cyr, a professional bicycle rider, 
i whose name he later assumed. 


Eventually he married a rich old 
widow, Mrs. Alexander Redfield, of 
Hartford, and inherited a fortune, 
While still in deep mourning, he 
went to Palm Beach, and encoun- 
q tered William Rhinelander Stewart, 
Jr., the society man. Stewart in- 
troduced St. Cyr to his mother, who. 
after having divorced Stewart, Sr.. 
became the wife and widow of 
James Henry “Silent” Smith, in- 
heriting many millions from him. 
Within a few weeks of the meet- 
ing, Mrs. Smith became Mrs. St. 
Cyr. After a few years she died, 
and left great wealth to her hus- 
band, many years her junior, al- 
though she also remembered her 
son and her daughter, Princess 
Miguel de Braganza. After that, it 
was authoritatively reported St. 
Cyr was in high favor with another 
. rich old widow, Mme. Da Gama 
Her first husband was Arthur Volk. 
her second Arthur Hearn, of the 
New York dry goods firm, and her 
third Brazilian ambassador to Great 
Britain. St. Cyr’s most intimate 
friend is Von Schwemm, son of a 
3 telegraph operator of Trenton. 
4 Some of the “Silent” Smith mil- 
lions went to previously poor rela- 
tions from the middle west, Mr. and 
4 Mrs. George Grant Mason. The Ma- 
sons now live magnificently in New 
a York and Tuxedo Park. Their 
i daughter married Samuel Sloan 
4 Colt, and their son, George Jr., mar- 
a ried last summer a beautiful and 
5 | talented girl, Jane Kendall, the 
“ clever illustrator. She was adopted 
3 by her stepfather, Lyman B, Ken- 
z dall, of Washington, but her father 
: was Proctor Welsh, manager of the 
— i Mrs. Kendall, who was Elizabeth 


Coyle, was once known on the stage 
as Betty Lee. Mr. Kendall, a man 
of wealth, sold his Bar Harbor es- 
tate to Frederick Vanderbilt, who 
then sold it to Atwater Kent, the 
radio magnate. 


Pauline Garon Happier 

Pursuing the even tenor of her 
way, young and _ pretty Pauline 
Garon, seems much happier since 
she has separated from her hus- 
band, Lowell Sherman, than while 
she was recently living with him. 
This charming actress was on the 
stage before entering pictures, and 
is remembered for her work in 
“Lilies of the Field,” in which Marie 
Doro starred on Broadway. 

Sherman, previously divorced by 
Evelyn Booth, has paid marked at- 
tentions to a number of actresses. 
perhaps fascinating them with the 
foreign airs and graces he affects 
in his theatrical “characterizations.’ 
A wave of the hand, a bow from the 
waist, the adjusting of a monocle, 
part of his stock in trade, in recent 
appearances having been rather 
overdone. 

His metropolitan debut was in 
“The Girl of the Golden West,” in 
1905, when cast as “Rider of the 
Pony Express.” He was a guest at 
the much exploited party at which a 
young woman was taken ill, sub- 


sequently dying, the hapless 
“Fatty” Arbuckle being made the 
scapegoat. 

Leaving California Sherman 


found a refuge with Mr. and Mrs. 
William Courtenay (Virginia Harn- 
ed), at their country home near 
Rye, N. Y. 

Originally billed as Lowell J. 
Sherman, he was the son of old 
John Sherman, who arranged cer- 
iain stage effects for David Belasco, 
and was an interesting type, if a 
rough diamond. One of the most 
indiscreet things Lowell ever did 
was when, objecting to a comment 
published by Alexander Woollcott in 
a New York paper, he delivered a 
series of speeches during his cur- 
rent engagement, neither entertain- 
ing the audiences with his diatribes 
nor mollifying Mr. Woollcott and 
certain other critics. 


Norma Shearer in Naples 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Thalberg 
spent a week at Naples, at the Ex- 
celsior Hotel, considered by many 
one of the best hotels in Europe. As 
Norma Shearer, Mrs. Thalberg its 
known to innumerable movie fans 
in Italy. Her presence in Naples 
was soon a matter of general inter- 
est. Crowds collected in front of 
the hotel to await her coming and 
going and at least one enterprising 
stationer conspicuously displayed 
various photo-postcards of this 
charming actress in his windows! 


Lure of Hollywood Gets 
2 St. Louis Girls in Wrong 


St. Louis, March 27. 

Another stern and urgent warn- 
ing to the young women of St. Louis 
and vicinity to be on the lookout 
for fake agents of imaginary pic- 
ture studios in Hollywood was is- 
sued by Chief of Police Gerk after 
the arrest here of two young men. 
Three days before their arrest as 
automobile bandits, they had mar- 
ried two respectable St. Louis girls 
on the promise that they were go- 
ing to take their brides “to Holly- 
wood for picture careers.” 

The parents of the girls, sisters, 
one 19, the other 16, have taken 
steps to have the double marriage 
annulled. The bridegrooms may 
soon be on their way to the state 
penitentiary at Jefferson City. The 
sisters are Violet and Lillian Hod- 
kynson and the men are James 
Maher, 19, policeman’s son, and Jo- 
seph Winder, 21, auto trimmer. 

After the arrest of the youths and 
the discovery that they were con- 
fessed robbers, the mother of the 
brides said: 

“The girls were dazzled by the 
promises of careers in Hollywood, 
made by the two young men. The 
boys seemed to have plenty of 
money and spoke of driving to Cali- 
fornia so the girls could ‘break into 
the movies.” They had known the 
girls only 10 days. We did all we 
could to prevent the double mar- 
riage but they eloped.” 


Hull Players, Lynchburg, Va., 
closed. The company will reor- 
ganize. 


Benny Rubin, Edith Flynn, and 
The Ingenues have made Vitaphone 
productions. All three are playing 


on west coast in picture houses, 


Peggy Joyce’s Gems 


Peggy Joyce's name was 
juggled something terrible last 
week by the tabloids in New 
York. To finish it off they told 
that Peggy would sail abroad 
on the “Leviathan” Saturday, 
March 24, to marry a title, 
English, French, Spanish or 
Russian not mentioned. 

The big point of all of the 
Joyce stories appeared to be 
that Peggy had been given a 
rope of pearls or just a plain 
diamond or garnet or carrot 
costing around $300,000 “by a 
famous publisher.” As though 
to make the iientification 
closer, the stories said the gem 
had not yet been paid for. 

Yet another story is that 
Peggy knows a new coin for- 
eigner. 

Another of the stories was 
that Peggy had to go away to 
side step a muss in order to 
hang on to the jewel. 

Some thought it a publicity 
stunt on Peggy's part to give 
the foreigners an idea of her 
minimum in presents at pres- 
ent. 

From accounts the jewelry 
fell right in Peggy's lap when 
she needed it, as Peg, from the 
story, about hocked everything 
she owned to get her last pic- 
ture finished. While it may not 
be her last, it is the last she 
has made. Its producer is said 
to have told the Joyce girl to 
come across if she wanted to 
have it shown on the silver 
sheet. 

It’s safe to say that Pegsy 
has blown for a little while 
anyhow, and the chiselers in 
her set must now look up an- 
other model to follow. 


FIFTH AVE. 


(Continued from page 38) 


vaudegoers to believe they are see- 
ing the best in celluloid rather than 
to show them every so often a pic- 
ture that ruins their illusion. But 
why try to tell that to a chain that 
believed its “Midseason Carnival 
Week” increased its gross and for- 
got at the same time they were 
playing “The Kid” that week. 


Another funny thing on this bill, 
really odd, that Jack Goldie, a 
blackface single, should be its hit. 
One Goldie out that held up the 
house, to be followed by another 
Goldie on the stage to hold up the 
show. If that were Mark’s idea, not 
bad! 

Goldie is a very good single, too 
good in these days to be hiding un- 
der cork. He should wash up and 
go for the m. c. thing in the m. p. 
houses. It may be said that, though 
happening but once every 10 years, 
here is a single who should talk 
more and sing less. Not because he 
has not a good voice, as he is a 
corking singer of the pop stuff, but 
he talks just as well, with a couple 
of good comedy stunts. One is his 
fur coat, that he starts to put on if 
the audience chills his gags. That’s 
a cincher for another laugh. 


But Mr. Goldie can well take a 
gamble to blow the blackface racket 
for a while and go after the bigger 
thing and better money of the pic- 
ture houses. He was sure-fire at 
the 5th Avenue, and with Mr. Proc- 
tor again watching the show. 

Another turn here that could be 
twisted into a picture house act is 
“The Happiness Girls.” The title 
sounds commercial. If there’s no 
side coin attached, E. K. Nadel is 
foolish to use it. This act of nine 
girls also looks as though E. K. 
hasn't given the act sufficient con- 
sideration or thought. There is 
good talent in it, including a six- 
piece good-looking girl band. Its 
layout is excellent, but not carried 
out. 

Opening as a school scene in 
“one,” the act later goes to full 
stage for the band business. In 
“one” it’s padded. Enough 
stuff there, but the value 
brought out, and that again in the 
second part, so in toto the turn 
loses in weight, not because of its 
people, but through the producer. 

In the second part the band 
should go right into the hot stuff 
and keep in it. An overture at the 
full stage opening. was enough to 
almost kill its chances. A little 
attention and this is a first-class 
girl act for either pictures or vaude, 
with the “one” portion possibly be- 
ing blended in for the picture pres- 
entation. Or for the smaller picture 
houses this act could come pretty 
nearly giving the entire stage per- 
formance, 

No less in the talent is Rose 
Kessner as the school teacher, and 
Rose won't mind the folks back 
home knowing she is kicking bet- 
ter and higher than any of the 
younger people in the turn and do- 
ing nicely in other ways, for Miss 
Kessner always was the performer. 
And Rose looks so well she must 
be drawing John notes backstage. 

Rose Brill is another out-in- 


is not 


fronter who can do something and 


~ Remarks at Random 


By Nellie Revell 


I think it is disgusting the way young people neck each other nowadays, 

I think it’s horrible how they hug one another on the dance floor, 
scarcely moving from one spot to another. 

I think it's perfectly obnoxious the way they take a nip out of each 
other's hip flasks and eat up each other's cigarets. 

I think the easy, familiar attitude they adopt among themselves ig 
scarcely sanctioned by the usages of polite society. 

I think it’s devastating, the free and irresponsible independence they 
maintain in the face of opinions of others. 

I think the chance they run of going to the dogs are breath-taking. 

But 

Gosh darn ’em, they're having a lot more fun than I ever had when F 
was young. 


And now that we have “Ten Nights in a Barroom,” and “Uncle Tom's 
Cabin” again we may expect “East Lynn” or “The Black Crook” goon, 


One of the Rev, Arthur Wakefield Slaton’s recent sermons called upon 
the native-born American to stop calling foreigners insulting names such 
as “wop,” “dago,” “sheeney” and “greaser.” It would even be a good 
idea for the native-born Americans to stop calling each other insulting 
names. 


1 wonder— 

Why hairdressers and milliners insist upon calling their customers 
“dearie?” 

Where all the mink coats come from and where their wearers get the 
money to buy them? 

How all of the husband-hunters and match-making-mothers ever let 
a great catch like Frank Geraty escape? 

Why waiters always take away the menu between each course? 

Why, each time I pass that shooting gallery on 6th avenue, the electrie 
piano is playing “Home, Sweet Home?” 

I wonder why it is that the chorus and people back stage always know 


when the show is going to move or close before the front of the house 
knows? 


Send in your favorite “wonder why.” 


Have You Heard That 

Walter K. Hill is doing publicity for the Actors’ Fund series of bene- 
fit matinees, sponsored by the Actors’ Equity Association, starting with 
“The Shannons of Broadway” at the Martin Beck, and “Porgy” at the 
Republic, Friday of this week? 

D. A. Doran has been appointed scenario editor of Pathe, thus re- 
placing Charles Behan? 

The Chester Morris household will be increased in June? 

A 1,500-seating capacity theatre is under construction in Ten Eyck, 
N. J., where vaudeville and picture will be shown? 

Edward E. Pidgeon has gone to Wilmington where Lew Fields opens 
“Present Arms” for one performance preceding the Philadelphia en- 
gagement? 

Sophie Tucker sails for London, April 21, to open at the Kit Kat Club? 

S. L. Conner has gone to Pittsburgh as business manager and press 
agent for “Wings” which soon opens a run at the Nixon? 

Rose Leroy is out of the American hospital in Chicago, sans appendix? 

Sam A. Scribner will return this week from his winter vacation at 
Palm Beach, trayeling by the Pinehurst golf links? 

Mrs. Joe Whitehead, who was smashed up in Chicago while trying to 
separate an angry automobile and a plate glass window, is recovering? 
Likewise John L. Weber? , 

Murray Pennock has gone in advance of “The Mexican Band?” 

Anne Sutherland, the actress, has opened a coffee and ham and eggs 
emporium down in the Village, a la Coffee Dan’s on the coast? 

Willard Holeémb has a new job press-agenting for “The Alimontiacs,” 
now in rehearsal? 

Clifton Webb will sail in June for Paris to open at the Ambassador 
in a revue by Paul Porter? His mother will accompany him? 

Leon Freedman has resigned from the United Artists theatre in Detrolt 
and is going in advance of “Rio Rita?” 

Ada Mae will sail June 10 for a summer’s vacation abroad? 

The car of Miller and Murphy was stolen in Chicago? 

Alta May Coleman, than whom there is no better press agent, is i 
Philadelphia showing the Quakers “The Road to Rome?” 

Billy Purl is headed for a tour around the world? 

Laura Bennett has recovered from a long illness and is “raring” toe 
work? 

John Hopkins of K-A booking office is in the French hospital? 

Olive May, the actress, not the dancer, will be seen in “Babes in the 
Wood” which is being produced by Charles Wagner? 

Paul Whiteman has purposely lost 60 pounds (avoirdupois, not money)? 

Harold Lloyd says he will be in attendance at the benefit for the 
Emergency Relief Fund, T. P. R. O. A., Friday night, April 6? 


J. Frank Davis tells this one: A young man, who had had an ex- 
pensive evening and who was driving an expensive car, ran out of gas 
wher he was but a few blocks from home. The bankroll consisted of 
three dimes. He and the car rolled up in front of a filling station. 
Nonchlantly he said to the man in charge: 

“On: gallon, George.” 

“One gallon!” the attendant snorted, “What are yeh tryin’ t’ do, Boss, 
wean her?” 


“Trotty” says, “if you don’t like the way this world moves—get on 
to the moon; it goes the other way.” 


does, while there’s a cute little red- 
headed girl that’s no slouch for 
work. Their three-bit of female 
accomplishers, in costume, quite 
good. While in the band is a bru- 
net girl, pretty, plenty of magnet- 
ism, and with strings. she 
should be made to stand out im- 
portantly under the spot. Frances 
Shelley got into “Rain or Shine” 
with her mandolin, and this young 
miss of the act does not look unlike 
her. The difference is that Miss 
Shelley sings. If the brunet can 
vocalize, no matter how, she should 
be permitted to. 

Don’t muff this turn, E. K. 
There's plenty of middle-western 
time ready for it. 

Rest of the bill so-so. Dayton, 
May and Co. (New Acts) nicely 
enough. The Gresses opened the 
show, and a two-boy act was 
second. 

If the 5th Avenue knew its busl- 
ness, it would hold the “Happiness 
Girls” in for a run and make a 
stage unit of their bills, before those 
girls, with the girl act taking up 
the time of two turns, trying it for 
a couple of weeks anyway. But the 
5th Avenue and other K-A houses 
have long since proyen they don’t 


know their business or there 
wouldn’t be so much picture house 
business now to beat them down. 
But K-A-O is going to the unit 
thing sooner or later, so why delay? 


MARRIAGES 


Guy Voyer and Norma Pallett 
will wed in about two weeks. Both 
are in the same vaudeville act. 
Honeymoon will be spent in Ber- 
nuda, 

Anna Buza, sister of Sophie 
Tucker, will be married Saturday, 
March 31, at Chalif’s, 163 West 57th 
street, to Julius Aronson. The 
groom is a business man of Auburn, 
N. Y., where the Aronsons will live. 

Harry Fagin, 24, to Muriel Kerr, 
21, in Darien, Conn., March 17. Both 
with New York Symphony orchestra. 

George Lewis, film actor, to Mary 
Lou Lohman (non-professional) in 
Hollywood, Cal., March 23. 

Ivy Harris, actress (Paramount), 
is recovering from an operation at 
the Hollywood Hospital, los 
Angeles. 
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William Burr and Daphne Hope, 
English act booked for a tour and 
prought from England, were can- 
celled by the United Booking Offices 
under the two-week clause in their 
agreement, because they had placed 
an advertisement in Variety, “black- 
listed” by the Keith office. 


The Palace opened, introducing 
“$2 vaudeville” on Broadway and 
in the opinion of the newspaper 
reviewers, it was a flop start. Busi- 
ness was terrible the first week. 
House had spent $4,000 in prelim- 
inary advertising and the introduc- 
tory bill represented $7,000 in sal- 
aries. 


There has always been burlesque 
opposition. This time they com- 
bined the whole business of the 
Empire and the Columbia wheels, 
but that involved cutting out about 
10 houses. These got together to 
start an opposition. Empire Circuit, 
the older organization, known as 
the Western Wheel, closing up busi- 
ness and was about to dissolve, 
some of its individuals going into 
the new deal. 


Motion Pictures Patents Co. was 
getting it hard in the government’s 
dissolution suit. Proctor’ service 
had been cancelled because Proctor 
played an “unauthorized” film. Now 
the cancellation was withdrawn and 
the Patents “trust” practically ad- 
mitted itself beaten. Under the new 
conditions exhibitors could get 
“trust” product from three sources, 
all antagonistic. Kinetograph, off- 
shoot from General Film Co.; Fox, 
who had forced himself into “trust” 
business and General Film Co. The 
trust was busted. And it was from 
this time on that independent pro- 
ducers gained ground. 


Talking pictures were a lament- 
able flop. The Keith people switched 
them from closing bills to the mid- 
dle of the program, admission that 
they could not hold the audience 
in. This was an Edison device and 
first of a long series of contriv- 
ances that had the same fate. 


Lincoln Hotel which had been the 
geene of innumerable wild parties 
both in its downstairs cabaret and 
in the upper floors, was about to. go 
under the hammer. The place had 
gotten so wild the police had put 
the damper on. 

The Mount Morris theatre, Har- 
lem, Yiddish, was about to open. 
The Jewish labor unions charged it 
had refused to hire a union stage 
crew and from that trivial begin- 
ning started the fight that ultimate- 
ly put the Yiddish theatre under the 
complete domination of the union 
group. 


NOTES 


Plaza, Englewood, N. J., opens a 
dramatic stock with “Rain,” April 
Mildred Florence and Carol 
Ashburn, leads. Ronald Edwards, 
director. 


George Haskell, on the road with 
“The Optimist,” has been assigned 
by the Shuberts to help bolster up 
“The Red Robe” cast. 


Elmora, Elizabeth, N. J., opens 
Btock Aprii 9 with “The Patsy.” 

Ernest Woodward and Marjorie 
Mason, leads. 


_ Francis Renault and Fred W. 
Nevins have taken over the Mimic 
Club on West 52d. 


Marcel A. Le Picard is making 14 
one-reelers with American poems 
“3 subject matter. 


_ Arthur Edmund Carewe 
‘or Italy March 23 for a long vaca- 
tion. 


sailed | 


as some of the gentlemen who have been ite guardians for the past 
few years. 


Many things have contributed to its temporary downfall. First and 
foremost among these has been the treatment of producers by the 
Shuberts, who, being producers of a sort themselves, were anxious to 
get what was to be gotten out of both the theatre-owning and producing 
end of the business. 
realty end of their business as if they were identical. 


“This palooka can be thrown on for $7,000 and we'll see whether it 
goes.” The $7,000 babies went, all right. Went fast, too. 


Unlike the late Charles Frohman, who gave his shows decent produc- 
tion, cast, ete., whether they were successful or not, the modern system 
of production laziness has been largely responsible for the disgust which 
has arisen in the public mind where many legitimate theatre productions 
are concerned. 


Increasing theatre holdings in New York, the owners-producers were 
obliged to take on more cities out of town to accommodate shows want- 
ing a nest in New York. Immediate oversupply cf theatres. Dividing a 
normal trade between an abnormal number of theatres and making it 
necessary to produce trash or anything else to keep the houses open for 
at least the rent period. House takes the first $2,500. To hell with the 
producer; he’s a mug, anyway! 


Anyway, they’ve given the indie producer the rep of being a great bag- 
holder. Up against the wall he goes; talent and ideas in his brain and 
seams in his pockets. 


Not so long ago Woods, Harris, Hopkins and the Selwyns thought of 
a circuit in the six major cities. They have kept on thinking, only. 


Dramatic editors, having had it hammered into their heads that the 
theatres were doing their town a favor by staying in it, tried to help the 
situation by boosting everything. Turkeys, diamonds, palookas and 
mutual-wheelers called revues all received Form $34 superlatives. A 
smart public soon caught on and ere long was laying off the legits. The 
movies only always had the original cast and didn’t have to fake the 
ads to carry it, either. 

Then the dramatic editors grew tired of plugging bad boys, and now, 
for the most part, a smart bunch under the skin and alive to many 
phases of the show business which they didn’t want to touch before, 
they have saved .the public from many a flop. 


Good legit productions, strangely enough, still get money. The palooka 
exhibits draw the champ low grosses, Still the realty manipulators who 
actually control the physical properties of the theatre haven’t awakened. 
For the most part, the fellows who produce the good shows are inde- 
pendents. 

The Theatre Guild, for instance. Right smart organization. Produces 
six shows a year, and of its last twelye productions, nine have hit the 
mark neatly. “&ndependent, the Guild. Arthur Hopkins, good producer 
of good plays. Courageous and equipped with vision. He does right 
well, too, so they say. Two smashes in town right now. Winthrop Ames, 
conservative and devoted to the theatre. He has had flops, but they’ve 
been on shows that might have had a chance if the rent rope and other 
neat money-extracting devices weren’t now in use. He’s also had a raft 
of successes, and they’ve been with plays the realty boys didn’t know 
the meaning of. Jed Harris. Independent. Two smashes in town now 
and a piece called “Broadway” touring. Young, ambitious and, even if 
he does regard himself as the anointed of the theatre, okeh where pro- 
ductions are concerned. He went up to the boys and got terms. Real 
terms. Rated them on the merit of his productions. Some of the others 
have done the same. Others have left the boys who wanted it all for 
themselves and gone where terms could be had. Anne Nichols. “Abie.” 
Booked it anywhere. Showed a profit, they say. And all of these, besides 
the non-turk musical, can get road money. 


A piece in the New York Times Sunday said that the present economic 
condition of the legitimate theatre was thé result of a heritage of 200 
years. The same article also said that the first durable theatre in 
America was built in Philly in 1776. Yes? What about the Charles- 
Town theatre in Charleston, S, C., built in 1734? By local capital. There 
was the New York theatre, too, built in 1732, and opened with “The 
Recruiting Officer.” The statement about the theatre’s economic condi- 
tion being the result of a cumulative heritage is as reliable as the one 
about the first real playhouse. It would have been better for somebody 
who knows the show business to have investigated its condition. A 
layman misses too much he can’t grasp. 

The real trouble with the legitimate theatre today is that it is domi- 
nated by the real estate side of its life. And, argue how you will, the 
realty of a theatre is not its most important item. Productions mean 
everything—or almost everything. You could put the worst show in the 
world into the finest theatre and the box office receipts would be pea- 
nuts. Granted that musicals draw on the road and that musicals are 
being pretty well produced, alsc mostly by independents, it is just as 
axiomatic that musicals alone can’t keep theatres open. They can fill 
about a third of the time. The other two-thirds must be filled with 
dramatics. Producers of dramatics are few and far between. Some of 
the more promising among the younger ones have been driven off after 
losing their eye and wisdom teeth. Others with ideas can’t stand the 
gaff from the realty operators. 


And this is important—the independents who have succeeded recently 
under the present tyrannical system either have their own houses or 
have driven sharp terms through possessing hits. The othérs, fellows 
who might have a hit, keep shows on to good business only to discover 
that the hundred and one petty extras cut the profits down to nothing. 

“Why should we keep it up?” they've rightly said, and the masters of 
the Situation, having squeezed the turnip, drop it in the can. A pro- 
ducer’s ideas mean little to them; how long is his b. r.? And is the 
show with a short b. r. good enough to steal? 


Thus no standards of production have been maintained. Anything 
to keep a theatre open has been the rule. With no maintenance of 
production standards, there can be no guarantee of quality. 


This is what has been done. A dirt show one week and a clean one 
the following week eliminates any chance of a steady clientele. 


The legitimate show business calls for taste, talent, intelligence and a 
feeling for the stage. These things produce money. Money doesn’t pro- 
duce them. It’s nice to have the show business organized like it is now. 
That means, theoretically, that there is a central distribution system for 
But this machinery has broken down. It 


the products of the theatre. 
: It must book. And, booking 


cares not what it books, just so it books. 
good stuff occasionally, it sees somebody making money. 
the desire to do some cheating. There you have the answer. 


There are a few left. 


The Croonaders have doubled up 
“with Eva Clark and Dan Caswell. 


They might leave producing to producers. 
iThey don’t have much competition. 


Their very efforts hold the rest 


If “the road” is as dead as some of the wise men say, then the oxveen | 
tank will do no good. The only solace is that the road isn’t half as dead | 


And they have handled both producing and the | 


Then comes | 
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“Next season” appears to be looked upon as more important in many 
ways than any season for some time, Next se ison, from the often-heard 
comment, is due to bring many changes, more so in theatre operation 
and picture distribution than in production. When this comes up, 
whether the speaker be a theatre owner or of a distributor's staff, it’s 
the same subject—next season, 

The exhibitor as usual looks for a rental break through having a 
larger source of independent features to select from and at lower rentals, 
Meanwhile, his perpetual cry is that he can't stand the increased rentals 
for the standard brands. Yet, as a rule, the exhib wants to tie up those 
standards to keep them from the other fellow, 

Another thing the exhib wants to know is what may happen to him or 
the other fellow by next season; whether he or the other fellow will be 
swallowed up, or if they will sell out, or if business will be better, and 
if the Sapiro buying combine is to be the solution of the indie exhib. 

While distrib men mention that “next season will see a clean-up. 
Couple of shaky ones now and the new season will shake them out.” 
They took significant, but without facts to bear up their statements, 
which are, after all, but the customary gossip of the trade's inside gall 
of the time. 

There isn’t any question, though, but that next season is believed to 
hold momentous moments, both here and abroad, but particularly at 
home. Though producing may not be materially affected unless through 
the wiring novelties or the talking pictures, it’s looked for in exhibition 
and distributing that there will be decided shifts. 

Dismissal of film salesmen at this season, with First National leading 
in the number of men let out, appears to have been given more impor- 
tance as an economical movement than it deserved. Film sales managers 
and others agree that if a distributor has nothing on its sheft that calls 
for a force to sell, it’s a waste to hold salesmen engaged for the rush 
season, Paring down beyond that, such as eliminating an exchangé or 
replacements of division managers, may be strictly economy. 3ut the 
main idea of cutting down the selling force when there’s nothing much 
leit to sell is just plain common sense, film folks say. 

From accounts film sales early this season were quite heavy and well 
covered the season, until at this time there isn’t much left in territory or 
pictures. That is even confirmed by the independent distributors who 
talk muchly in the same way. 


George Gerhard, m. p. editor of the New York “Evening World,” end 
Howard Barnes, former picture reviewer now on the city desk of the 
morning “World,” made several efforts, without apparent result, to get 
stories fcr their papers regarding the status of Will Hays following 
the notoriety in connection with the oil investigation smudge. 

Perhaps figuring that Hays’ showing before the oil committee might 
reflect upon his position as a moral censor of the movies, the daily men 
attempted to ascertain what the various members of the A. M. P. D. A, 
thought about it. 

After interviewing some of the biggest executives of the industry th® 
newspapermen found themselves, by report up against a stone wall of 
unanimous silence. 

Nobody knew anything, had any ideas or had heard of any one else 
who had any ideas. An inquiry made by them directly to the Hays 
offic elicited a surprised exclamation of wonder that such a rumor 
should be current. 


Censors did not censor out the bedroom dialog in the Warners’ talking 
picture of “Tenderloin” at Warners’ on Broadway. When the picture 
premiered and that scene was derisively received, the Warner staff 
watched it at the next matinee before the first regular lay audience. 
Upon noting a similar reaction from the lays, it was ordered out. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Independent producers playing in Shubert theatres, whether on sharing 
terms or under a rental or other understanding, seem to be gradually 
throwing off the Shubert throat yoke. The Shuberts get this mostly by 
their contract, an agreement full of clauses distinctly in favor of the 
Shuberts and which give them the virtual control of an independent 
attraction in one of their houses. The independents are said to be 
liberally scratching those clauses without the Shuberts in a position to 
more than protest. 

Two of the independents within a month are reported to have rejected 
the Shubert press list and refused to let the Shubert press office mail out 
the press tickets. This came after the producers had forced the Shu- 
berts into unusually favorable terms for independents for sharing per- 
centages and splitting on the house expenses of the productions, such 
as stage hands and orchestra, besides demanding the Shuberts share on 
extra advertising, the latter being the hardest blow. 

It is thought the barring of Walter Winchell of “The Graphic” and 
the subsequent efforts by the Shuberts of employing their secret service, 
acting under Greneker, gen. P. A., to keep Winchell out of theatres 
that independents wanted him to attend, thoroughly disgusted the indie 
producers. Realizing their present strength and the Shuberts’ position 
of dark theatres, since the Shuberts have sparingly produced themselves 
this season, the independents are taking full advantage of the situation. 


When the paper goes up for the Shuberts’ “Greenwich Village Follies,” 
at the Winter Garden, it may be noted, if the billing has not been 
changed since the show appeared outside New York, that the “Follies” 
of the title is made extraordinarily large, with “Greenwich” and “Village” 
quite small. 


The oldtime biz Gone by litho and poster companies for shows going 
on the road was such that no end of competition resulted. Then the war 
and a subsequent falling away to nothing of road shows. Poster busi- 
ness diminished accordingly. Pictures had to have a lot of posters and 
that helped fill the breach. Of late the increase in stock eompanies has 
proven a boon to the litho makers. 


lof the theatre together. The good work they do makes the uninitiated 
believe that it can be duplicated by others. Maybe. It takes smart 
people to know scripts; smart people to produce them; smart people 
to cast them, to design and to handle them. 
successful aren’t bothering their minds about getting a reassessment 
on real property to make the year’s sheet show a profit. They keep 
their minds on producing. 


The independent producers in the theatre who can pick their spots 
and terms are doing rather well. They're producing and producing well, 
where away from that show and spirit killing influence. They are 
still hindered, however, by the would-be producers who own or control 
the thea 


tres 


In any other line of business those at the top are satisfied to hold 
their profits to at least a fairly exorbitant percentage but the gyps 
in the legit theatre insist on peeling their potatoes su that the peeling 
includes half of the potato. 


| Tough on the potatoes! 


The people who are most F 
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“CAPTIVE” TAKEN OFF 
AFTER PINCHES IN L. A. 
Audience Monday 


With Refunds—tTrial Set for 
April 4—Deny “Publicity” 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

After a hectic day in court when 
nine members of t!.e cast and two 
producers of “The Captive” pleaded 
not guilty of presenting a lewd and 
indecent play a capacity audience 
was dismissed from the Mayan tast 
night and money refunded. 

Trial is set for April 4. Mean- 
while, unable to obtain an injunc- 
tion against police interference and 
wéeth three arrests to date, the man- 
agement decided that continuing at 
this time would be embarrassing. 

The play will wait the court's 
decision of its status. 

Rowland and Pearce, producers, 
assembled the cast on stage in 
make-up yesterday and had Charles 
Miller explain to the audience that 
the pinches and present difficulties 
of the troupe were bona fide, not 
publicity, as reported. One thou- 
sand dollars to anyone proving 
etherwise, he said. 


SHUBERTS’ ‘“MONEYPENNY” 


Lee Shubert is expected to pro- 
duce Channing Pollock’s new play. 
“Mr. Moneypenny,” first held and 
announced by Crosby Gaige. 

Show will get a tryout produc- 
tion this spring and then go frozen 
until next season. No cast named 
as yet. 

It is also reported that the play 
will be taken over for films by 
Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer. 


“RINGSIDE” TAKEN BY BUCK 


“Ringside,” by Edward E. Para- 
more, Jr., Hyatt Daab and George 
Abbott, is to be produced by Gene 
Buck in the fall. Casting’ will start 
July 1. 

Paramore is a Yale graduate, and 
wrote several other plays. Daab is 
an ex-newspaperman, now with 
FBO. Abbott is co-author of 
“Broadway.” 


“DIAMOND LIL” AT ROYALE 


Paul Dickey went in on direction 
of “Diamond Lil” by and with Mae 
West, produced by Jack Windner. 
The piece opens at Shubert-Teller, 
Brooklyn, next week and comes to 
the Royale, New York, the follow- 
ing week. 

Dickey is the third director on 
the show since it went into re- 
hearsal two weeks ago. 


COLORED FOLKS SAILING 


A colored contingent, headed by 
Ella Louise Bennett and including 
12 dancing girls, sail on the “Ma- 
jestic” Saturday for London, where 
they will become a part of the Flo 


Ziegfeld London production of 
“Show B at." 
The party was engaged by Will 


Vodery and put through rehearsals 
by Aaron Gates. 


WINTZ BUYS “FOLLIES” 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
George E. Wintz has purchased 
the entire production of the Zieg- 
feild “Follies” in which Eddie Cantor 
recently closed. 
Wintz paid 
the production. 


Ziegfeld $75,000 for 


CASTING FOR AUSTRALIA 


The Australian “Good News,” 
Williamson, Ltd., produced in June, 
is being recruited in New York by 
the Jacobs-Edelstein agency. 

Among those signed are Victoria 
Regal, Juliette Starr, Richard Bell 
and Dorothy Merritt. 


2 P. A.’S PLAY 


Los Angeles, March ?7. 
Adam Hull Shirk and George H. 


Thomas, both press agents for 
First National, are collaborating 
on a new mystery play titled 


“Nightmare.” 
Theme revolves around the Tia 
Juana race track and race horses. 


Lane in “Red Robe” 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
Lupino Lane, who gave up K-A-O 
vaudeville after a futile attempt for 
profit, has been signed by the Shu- 
berts for “The Red Robe.” 
Lane is now en route to New 
York. 


Al Keeps ’Em Fretting 


Chicago, March 27. 
Loca! Shubert officials are in 
a perpetual state of worry. 
They’re hanging around the 
Four Cohans nightly, inter- 
mittently sweating and shiver- 
ing. At 10 p. m. they trundle 
home to bed. tired but happy. 
Al Jolson doesn't appear in 
“A Night in Spain” until 10:30. 
Maybe he won't show up some 
night. 


Barthelmess and Others 
May Not Serve Equity 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

The first meeting of Equity’s 
coast advisory committee of 45, re- 
eently elected, resulted in selection 
of Sam Hardy as chairman of the 
committee. Vice-chairmen include 
Tully Marshall, Conrad Nagel, Louis 
Wolheim and Mitchell Lewis. 
Richard Barthelmess, elected to 
the advisory committee, declined to 
serve. Wallace Beery and Richard 
Dix, also elected, have expressed 
themselves as not interested. 

Barthelmess, Beery and Dix were 
members of the former committee, 
dissolved by Equity’s Council after 
the latter expressed regret at cer- 
tain policies followed by the coast 
group. 


“Good News” for Coast 


Sam Salvin closed with Schwab 
& Mandel Saturday for the west 
coast production rights to “Good 
News” at the Mayan, Los Angeles, 
which the head of Lyons & Lyons, 
Inc., will produce in mid-May. Sal- 
vin is also the new lessee of the 
Mayan. 

Beside a 10 per cent royalty, Sal- 
vin will pay $1,000 weekly bonus on 
the production, the producers to 
take care of the authors out of this. 


“FLY BY NIGHT” FOR CHI 

‘Fly by Night,” by Kenyon Nich- 
olson, is not making a bid for 
Broadway favor following its out- 
of-town premiere at Atlantic City 
April 2. Instead, it goes to Indian- 
apolis and thence into the Cort, 
Chicago, for an indefinite stay. 

The cast includes Alice May 
Tuck, Gladys Hurbut, Thomas 
Mitchell, Joseph Dailey, Lois Shore, 
Mila Mack and E. J. Blunkall. 


TRUEX AND “BILL” HERE 


Ernest Truex will probably be 
seen here next year under the man- 
agement of Gilbert Miller in the 
piece now playing in London under 
the name of “Hello, Bill.” 

It is of Hungarian origin and was 
once announced by Miller for New 
York under the title of “Dr. Juci 
Szabo.” 

They probably decided the Juicy 
title might bring on some kidding, 
so it’s out. 


LESLIE’S COLORED SHOW 


Lew Leslie contemplates his col- 
ored floor show at the Ambassa- 
deurs, New York, as a summer at- 
traction on Broadway. 

“Names” are to be added. If the 
colered selections are not consid- 
ered strong enough on their pres- 
ent reps, an effort will be made to 
promote their “names.” 


GUILD’S VIENNESE PLAY 


“Playing With Love,” by Sil Vara, 
Viennese playwright, will be pro- 
duced next season by the Theatre 
Guild, 


John Cromwell in Lead 

John Cromwell, going to the coast 
with “The Racket,” has been en- 
gaged for the lead in the Ward 
Morehouse play, “Gentlemen of the 
Press.” It will be produced by 
Jackson and Kraft. Rehearsals are 
to start upon Cromwell's return to 
New York this summer. 


Dunsany’s New Play 
A new play by Lord Dunsany will 
be produced over here next year. It 
is called “Alexander,” and first gets 
a stock tryout this summer. 
No producer named. 


Kober to Paris 
Arthur Kober, press representa- 
tive for Croshy Gaige, sails April 11 
jto spend the summer in Paris. 


Biinn’s Empire Return 


Holbrook Blinn in “The Play’s 
the Thing” will shortly return to 
Brosdwavy. 
| He and it will lighten up the dark 


| Empire. 


FUTURE PLAYS 


“Babes in the Wood,” comedy by 
S. N. Behrman and Kenyon Nichol- 
son, with Charles L. Wagner pro- 
ducing, is sidestepping Broadway 
until next fall, following its open- 
ing April 4-5 at Great Neck, N. Y. 
Wagner is sending the plece to Chi- 
cago for an anticipated summer en- 
gagement. Among the principal 
players are Owen Davis, Jr., and 
Dorothy Chard. 

“Heritage of Children” now in 
rehearsal under the direction of 
Henry Stillman. Howard Linsey 
producing. Opens in Mamaroneck, 
N. Y., April 9. 

Two musical productions are 
contemplated next season by 
Schwab & Mandel. “The New 
Moon" is now being rewritten by 
Frank Mandel and Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d. . Musical score for the 


other, untitled, is being written by 
DeSylva, Brown and Henderson. 


Charles Wagner has completed 


east for his revival of “March 
Hares,” by Harry Wagstaffe Grib- 
ble. It includes Vivian Tobin, 


Charles Bird, Josephine Hull, Dor- 
othy Stickney, Bruce Evans, Na- 
talie Schaeffer, Francis Compton, 
Ryder Keane and Margaret Hin- 
ton. Daniel Frawley is staging. 

MA Lady for a Night,” which 
Chamberlain Brown has in_ re- 
hearsal, has been recaptioned ‘“‘Nize 
Girl.” Opens out of town April 9. 
Cast includes Mayo Methot, Georgia 
O’Ramey, Helen Lowell, Gladys 
Feldman, Allen Moore, Robert Bar- 
rett, Warren Ashe, Norma Haight, 
Joe Bell, Isabell Vane and others. 


David Belasco and William J. 
Hurlbut are collaborating on a new 
play which will serve as starring 
vehicle for Beth Merrill next sea- 
son. 

Miss Merrill has been under con- 
tract to Belasco for several years, 
her last appearance under Belasco 
management being in “Lily Sue.” 


Anita Loos, abroad, is working 
upon a sequel to “Gentlemen Pre- 
fer Blondes” which will be given a 
late spring tryout by Edgar Sel- 
wyn. The sequel is captioned “But 
They Marry Brunettes.” 


“Let Us Be Gay,” new comedy by 
Rachel Crothers, will reach produc- 
tion next month by the Shuberts in 
association with Miss Crothers. 


Aarons & Freedley’s musical, 
“And Howe,” will bow in at the 
Chestnut. Street Opera House, 
Philadelphia, April 2, The piece 
was formerly captioned “Here's 
Howe.” Cast includes Collette 
D’Arville, William Frawley, Allen 
Kearns, Irene Delroy, Don Barclay, 
Peggy Chamrelian, Helen Carring- 
ton, Ross Himes, Marjorie Martin, 
“Fuzzy” Knight, Virginia Frank, 
Ben Bernie and orchestra. 

George lL. Barton’s all-colored 
musical, “Mandy Green From New 
Orleans,” likely to come into New 
York and try a summer run. 

The Erlanger office is dickering 
with Barton who would enlarge his 
troupe to about 80. 

“A Most Immoral Woman,” by 
Townsend Martin, has been 
acquired by Brady and Wiman. It 
will be given a spring tryout. 

“Bed and Bored,” by Edwin 
Burke, will reach production next 
month by Paterson McNutt. Burke 
has previously been identified as a 
vaude sketch writer. 

“Roulette,” authorec and pro- 
duced by Leon De Costa in on a 
gambling proposition through hav- 
ing waived bond security at Equity. 

“Jack Shepherd,” to be produced 
by Arthur Hammerstein, may not 
be presented in New York until the 
latter part of June or the beginniing 
of July. At present Hammerstein 
is in Europe and Herb Stodhart, his 
music director, and Henry Myers, 
author of “Jack Shepherd,” leave 
for Europe this week to confer with 
him about the coming production. 

Crosby Gaige’s two spring pro- 
ductions will be cast about April 1. 
The first will be “Black Belt,” writ- 
ten by William Jourdan Rapp in 
collaboration with Wallace Thur- 
man, who was an extra in the cast 
of “Porgy.” His second is “The 
Unmarried Father,” by Floyd Dell. 
Definite plans for this last play 
have not been settled. Both scripts 
call for small casts. 

Jones & Green will produce 
“Tampico,” the Hergesheimer novel, 
for fall presentation. 

Lawrence Chenault will head the 
new show, “The Midnight Ace,” 
produced by Ray Dugas. 

“The Conquering Male,” by Lau- 


rence Gross, will be the initial pro- 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“And Howe” (Aarons & 
Freedley). 

“AlI’ (George M. Cohan). 
“Nize Girl” (Chamberlain 
Brown). 

“Bare Facts” (Kathleen 
Kirkwood). 


“The Skull” (Lew Cantor). 
“Diamond Lil” (Jack Linder). 


“Poor Little Eva” (John 
Golden). 

“March Hares” (Charles 
Wagner). 

“Babes in the Wood” 


(Charles Wagner). 


Shuberts’ Yiddish Stock 
With Schwartz, on B’way 


The Shuberts are negotiating for 
an ultra Yiddish dramatic stock on 
Broadway as an attempt to keep 
another theatre open and build up 
the waning interest in the Yiddish 
show business. Negotiations are 
about to be closed for Maurice 
Schwartz, head of his Yiddish Art 
troupers at the 2d Avenue play- 
house, to star on Broadway. 
Schwartz’s downtown theatre is 
going cinema next week with “Ivan, 
the Terrible” as the flicker attrac- 
tion, to succeed “American Chassi- 


dim,” current play. 


Schwartz has been on Broadway 
before with an English company for 
a brief engagement. Yiddish stock 


is not new to the Canyon, the 
Thomashefskys holding forth at the 
Bayes roof four years ago with in- 
different success, having the advan- 
tage of a lease on the house. 
Broadway theatrical standards 
will be injected into the Shubert- 
Schwartz enterprise to offset the 
low standards currently obtaining 
in the Ghetto playhouses, with but 
one or two notable exceptions. 
In addition, an effért will be made 
by the Shuberts to dodge the prohi- 
bitive restrictions of the Hebrew 
Actors’ Union in an “advanced” 
Yiddish theatre away from the East 
Side. ~ 


Couldn’t Figure Erie 


James Il. Lederer had the lease 
on the Park, Erie, Pa., but unable 
to get the kind of road shows he 
wanted, has turned his lease over to 
W. L. Ackerman. 

Ackerman was musical director of 
the Erie house eight years, and 
that’s long enough for him to know 
what they want down there. 


‘ETHEL ON COAST 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

“Wings,” Paramount picture now 
in its lith week at the Biltmore, 
is due to run for at least four 
more weeks there, after which 
Ethel Barrymore is slated to fol- 
low in “The Constant Wife.” Fol- 
lowing that, Winthrop Ames will 
open about the first of June with 
a series of Gilbert and Sullivan 
revivals. 


PERFECT SEQUENCE 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
Edward Everett Horton, who has 
leased the Vine Street for six 
months, will next produce “The 
Gossipy Sex.” It will follow in “A 
Single Man” now in its third week. 
Maude Fulton will stage the new 
plece with Mia Marvin to be re- 

tained to play opposite Horton. 


duction of Paul Kay Productions. 
It will be given a spring tryout. 

“Veneer,” tragedy, by Hugh Sta- 
nislaus Stange, is to have a spring 
tryout by Paul Streger, with Her- 
man Shumlin. Casting is to start 
shortly. 

“Poor Little Eva,” by Kenyon 
Nicholson, which Edgar Selwyn 
tried out under title of ‘“‘Town Hall 
Tonight,” has been taken over by 
John Golden. 

“Don’t Count Your Chickens,” 
starring Mary Boland, will not steer 
into Chicago next week, but will 
close for revision instead, reopen- 
ing two weeks later. 

The third annual edition of “Bare 
Facts” is being cast as Kathleen 
Kirkwood's next for the Triangle, 
Greenwich Village, New York. The 
piece is due for rehearsal in two 
weeks and will open cold at the 


bandbox playhouse early in May. 


MATINEES FOR PROS 
IN AID OF THE FUND 


Special matinees for stage peo. 
ple will be given Friday (March 30) 
of “The Shannons of Broadway” at 
the Martin Beck and of “Porgy” at 
the Republic, as the first of a Series 
of such performances, proceeds of 
which will go to the depleted trease 
ury of the Actors’ Fund. 

These performances are the out- 
come of an agreement between the 
Fund and Equity that casts which 
have played 20 consecutive weeks 
shall give their services free to a 
Fund benefit. It is expected that 
the players in other attractions will 
support the special matinees as g 
way of contributing to their own 
charity. Subsequent performances 
will be as follows: 

April 5, “The Command to Love” 
(Longacre); April 13, “Dracula” 
(Fulton); April 20, “Burlesque” 
(Plymouth); April 27, “Good News” 
(Chanin’s 46th St.). Although “The 
Royal Family” (Selwyn) has not 
run 20 weeks, having opened Dec. 
28, there is a desire on the part of 
Jed Harris and the members of the 
cast to contribute a special matinee 
to the Actors’ Fund, and it is likely 
that April 19 will be the Selwyn 
date. 


Lupino Lane Called In 


Weak: spots in “The Red Robe” 
caused the Shuberts to phone Lu- 
pino Lane, Educational comic and 
musical comedy gag man, to hop 
a fast train out of Hollywood and 
come to the rescue of the show 
parked at Springfield, Mass. 

Lane followed instructions and 
is now in Atlantic City trying to 
plug up holes in the script. 

Lane will also show the company 
how its leading man should perform, 


Burnside Acting Shepherd 


The death of Tom Wise made va- 
cant the presiding Shepherd of the 
Lambs. 

No successor will be named. R. H. 
Burnside, who is Boy, equivalent to 
first vice-president, will serve out 
the term of Mr. Wise. 

Wise was elected Shepherd last 
October. 


Eltinge’s Mother’s Illness 


Due to the illness of his mother, 
reported having grown more seri- 
ous, Julian Eltinge hurriedly left 
New York Sunday for his ranch 
near Sierra Vista in California. 

Mrs. Eltinge had been. acting as 
hostess to guests at the ranch when 
taken ill. 

Preparations for Eltinge’s play 
have necessarily been adjourned 
until his return, 


“Kongo” Stops—Short 


“Kongo,” taken on tour under the 
management .of Phil De Angelis, 
closed in Scranton Saturday. 

No salaries were paid and no 
guarantee posted with Equity, the 
company having waived the pre- 
cautionary measure. 


“Burlesque,” Frisco Flop 


March 27. 
here and 


San Francisco, 
“Burlesque” flopped 
leaves the Geary dark. 
House will be reopened Easter 
Monday with “Interference.” 


SHUMLIN-STREGER DISSOLVE 


Herman Shumlin and Paul Streger 
have dissolved their legit producing 
partnership, both remaining in the 
producing field, but as individual 
producers. 

Shumlin and Streger, former 
general manager and casting direc- 
tor, respectively, for Jed Harris, 
formed their own producing com- 
bine this season and _ sponsored 
“Celebrity.” 

Shumlin will produce “The Whip 
Hand” as his next, due for rehears- 
al next month. 


TIMBERG’S REVUE 

Herman Timberg is contemplat- 
ing another flier at legit produc- 
ing with a new intimate revue, “Va- 
rieties,” of which he is author of 
book, lyrics and music. 

Cast of 30 is being assembled 
with an out-of-town opening set 
for April 9, New York to follow. 


IAN KEITH’S RETURN 

Ian Keith, inveigled away from 
the movies by Arthur Shumlin, will 
stage-reappear under the Shumiin 
contract in “The Command Perform- 
ance,” romantic comedy written by 
C. Stafford Dickens. It will be pro- 
duced next Sepiember. 
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BOSTON’S “LULU” BAN. 
GRAND STAND POLITICS 


G. 0. P. Gesture to Colored 
“Voters in 80% Democratic 
Town; Fell Down on Bally 


Boston, March 27, 
“Don’t Bring Lulu” was the song 
Mayor Nichols sang to Manager 
Thomas B. Lothian of the Colonial 
theatre this week and “Lulu Belle” 
thus joins the ranks of pieces that 


can’t show in Boston. 

A mixture of morals and politics 
ig behind the banning of “Lulu 
Belle.” Boston has a Republican 
administration, although about 80 
per cent. of the electorate, includ- 
ing most of the colored section, is 
Democratic. The story has been 
considered offensive to the colored 
populace and Boston’s Republican 
administration planned a better job 
“Lulu Belle” than was finally 


on 
pulled off. 

The idea was this: Let “Lulu” 
come in, run a couple of days and 
then bring down the lid with a 


bang that would bring the gallery 
to its feet. The newspapers would 
fall, the Mayor would pull a Phil- 
lipic against the “degrading spec- 
tacle in our fai rcity, where racial 
disputes are unknown.” ‘The “Har- 
lem” section of the Back Bay belt 
would give three cheers for Hiz- 
zoner and they’d all go Republican 
at the next election. 

It would have been a great act. 
The newspapers kind of tipped over 
the apple cart, however, by an- 
nouncing that “Lulu Belle” was 
looked upon with disfavor and they 
accordingly predicted trouble. 

Last Friday Mayor Mal Nichols 
informed Manager Lothian at the 
Colonial theatre that “Lulu Belle” 
couldn’t come in. To make it all 
look nice then, and pass the buck 
in case of any argument, Mayor 
Mal let City Censor Casey run over 
to New York Saturday, spot the 
show and enjoy a pleasant week- 
end. 

Monday Mal announced to the 
newspapers he was then issuing his 
dictum, “Don’t Bring Lulu.” 

So “Lulu” ain’t, acomin’. 

The Mayor said he could not feel 
that the play would be suitable for 
Boston. The Mayor haa hoped for 
a bit of an argument, but the 
Colonial management did not oblige 
him, 


Pittsburgh Stock Rivals 


Lines are forming in the Pitts- 
burgh field of embattled stock com- 
panies for the summer engagement. 
Besides two downtown dramatic or- 
ganizations, a musical stock is to 
be started in May at the Syria 
Mosque uptown by Charles Wagner. 
Meanwhile the East End stock keeps 
serenely on its way. 

The summer stock in the Nixon 
will start in May with Harry C. 


Bannister, Katherine Wilson pre- 
senting “The Man Who Came 
Back.” 


The George Sharp stock opens its 
second season in the Pitt with “Take 
My Advice” April 9. Ralph Morgan 
will be opposite Anne Forrest. 


STARRING LESLIE HOWARD 


Leslie Howard, on tour in the 
Winthrop Ames’ “Escape,” returns 
to Gilbert Miller’s management next 
season. 

Miller has held him 
tract from the time he appeared 
during the New York engagement 
of “Her Cardboard Lover” and lent 
him to Ames for “Escape.” 

Howard, one of the best of the 
younger leading men, will be starred 
by Miller in New York and London, 
the latter his native city. 


under con- 


DETROIT FOR CONVENTIONS 


Detroit, March 27. 

Detroit is fast becoming one of 
the important convention cities of 
the country, a check-up of hotels 
reveals, 

Increase in the number of meet- 
ings is generally accredited to De- 
troit’s favorability as an oasis for 
dry-throated holidaying gentry. 


ELSIE BARTLETT IN LEAD 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
“From Hell Came a Lady” will 
Open at Hollywood Playhouse April 
8, with Elise Bartlett (Mrs. Joseph 
Schildkraut) in the title role instead 
of Katherine Clifford, who rehearsed 


im the Part several days. 
voseph Schildkraut is producing. | 


Wodehouse Complains’ | PLAY PRIZE WINNER 


on “Musketeers” Royalty 


Despite his written denial of roy- 
alty differences with Flo Ziegfeld, 
P. G. Wodehouse, the English au- 
thor, is reported steamed up over 
a@ cut in royalty more than agreed 
on. 

Because of the delay in putting 
in “The Three Musketeers.” Wode- 
house sailed back to London after 
writing lyrics for “Rosalie,” leaving 
Clifford Gray to supply any mate- 
rial necessary, in return for which 
he gets a share of the royalties, 

Last week a cable from London 
stated that Wodehouse and George 
Grossmith had filed a complaint 
with the English Authors’ Society, 
which in turn forwarded the case 
to the Dramatists’ Guild of Amer- 
ica. The latter send word back 
that while Grossmith’s claim was 
on file, Wodehouse had demurred 
making any complaint and until he 
supplied the necessary papers noth- 
ing could be done in his case, 

Wodehouse and Grossmith were 
originally engaged to supply the 
book for “Musketeers.” Ziegfeld 
tossed it aside and engaged William 
Anthony Maguire to write an en- 
tirely new book. Maguire is given 
billing in the lights on the Lyric’s 
canopy. Grossmith complained to 
the Guild, but Wodehouse held off 
when assigned to do work on 
“Rosalie,” 

It appears that when informed of 
a cut in the “Rosalie” royalties, 
Wodehouse joined with Grossmith 
in the -¢atter’s complaint over the 
original book of “Musketeers,” for 
which both have a contract. 

The case of Sigmund Romberg 
against Zieggy still pends, and an- 
other author concerned with one of 
the new Ziegfeld shows is also 
readying a complaint. 


After Seeing George White 
On Stage, GirlSent Him Gun 


Rose Janousek, 38, of 274 West 
40th street, who recently presented 
“as a gift’ a revolver and 50 cart- 
ridges to George White, producer 
of ‘‘Manhattan Mary,” at the Apollo, 
pleaded guilty to possessing a gun 
without a permit in Special Ses- 
sions. The Court decided her men- 
tal condition should be looked into 
and sent her to the observation 
ward at Bellevue for 10 days. 

For several weeks Miss Janousek 
attended the matinees of ‘““Manhat- 
tan Mary,” always occupying the 
same seat. It was noticeable to at- 
tendants that she would become 
excited when Mr. White appeared 
before the curtain to make his little 
personal spiel. 

On the day she decided to pre- 
sent the gift, neatly wrapped, 
she appeared at the box office. 
John Brennan had become accus- 
tomed to selling her tickets and 
thought nothing of it when she 
asked him to give Mr. White the 
package. 

During the performance Brennan 
sent the “gift” back stage. When 
White opened it and found the gun 
he notified the detectives of the 
West 47th street station. The wom- 
an was arrested. In court she told 
the justices she did not know where 
she got the gun and thought she 
could get rid of it oneMr. White. 


She denied she had hopes that 
Mr. White would use it to ad- 
vantage. 


Bennett With Guild 


Richard Bennett back from his 
road tour in “The Barker,” has 
joined the Theatre Guild for one 
of its new productions. 

Bennett was to have come into 
the Mansfield, New York, in “The 


Barker,” but deal reported off when 
star objected to a certain player 
assigned to the cast. 

James Kirkwood will play the Ben- 
nett role in the London production 


Belasco’s ‘Mina’ Co-Stars 


David Belasco has selected Lenore | 


Ulric and Syndey Blackmer as co- 
stars for his production next sea- 
son of Molnar’s ‘‘Mina.” 

A slight matter, as reported, of 
arranging about the rights for its 
production held over here, held by 
McKay Morris, is the only reported 
mar at present to the Belasco out- 
line. 


$6,000 FOR FUND 
Chicago, Maren 27. 
A profit of $6,000 was realized on 
the benefit staged by performers at 
the Four Cohans theatre for the 
Actors’ Fund. It was described by 
the press as one of the best bene- 


fits ever given in Chicago 


LOSES WITH TELEGRAPH 


Because Edward Goldsmith Riley, 
author of “The Claim,” prize-win- 
ing play in the New York “Morn- 
ing Telegraph's” playwriting contest. 
held a defective and _ indefinite 
agreement with the newspaper, his 
suit to effect the production of his 
play is unenforceable. Since there 
are no specific royalties mentioned, 
excepting a vague promise to pro- 
duce the play under David Belasco’s 
or other similarly prominent pro- 
ducer’s auspices, the embryo play- 
wright had his complaint against 
the Hermiss Press Corp., Lucy Cot- 
ton-Thomas-Ament and Rufus J. 
Trimble, executors of E. R. Thomas’ 
estate dismissed. 

Riley has permission from the 
court to amend his complaint, al- 
though Justice Townley is of the 
opinion that under the circumstances 
the playwright at best can only sue 
to recover the $1,000 with interest 
as advance royalty which was a 
condition of the “Telegraph” con- 
test. 


Eagels’ Hearing for Apr. 3; 
Mgr’s Attitude Unknown 


The complaint against Jeanne 
Eagels, whose alleged untoward 
actions in Chicago and Milwaukee 
brought about the closing of “Her 
Cardboard Lover,” is set for hear- 
ing before Equity’s Council next 
Tuesday (April 3). The star has 
been advised she must appear. 

It is said that Miss Eagels’ be- 
havior hurried the return from Eu- 
rope of Gilbert Miller and A. H. 
Woods, who produced the show. 
Miller arrived Tuesday and Woods 
is due Friday. Just how the man- 
agers will act is not indicated. The 
complaint was filed with Equity in 
their absence, and whether they will 
be willing to push the case is prob- 
lematic, since neither has figured 
in differences with actors up to now. 
It is intimated that some manage- 
rial pressure may be brought to 
bear not to make an issue of the 
Eagels matter. She is under con- 
tract next season to another pro- 
ducer, 

The actual losses to date over the 
habit of Miss Bagels to periodical- 
ly fail to play in various cities in 
“Cardboard Lover” totals about 
$20,600. Sherman Brown’s bill for 
keeping the Davidson dark because 
of Miss Eagels’ “indisposition” was 
$3,500. That was considered mod- 
erate, considering the expenditure 


in newspaper advertising, wages, 
rent, and so forth, 
It cost almost as much to the 


show management when she did not 
appear several days in Brooklyn, 
,and more for the Boston and St. 
Louis dark weeks. In_ addition, 
there was transportation back from 
St. Louis for the company, sent 
there from Milwaukee when Miss 
Eagels promised .to show there; 
also salaries for the final week, The 
potential losses include the possible 
profit for the lost dates and for the 
balance of the tour, which was to 
have included the coast. 

Miss Eagels is reported having an 


excuse for her absence the first 
week in Boston. It is a doctor’s 
certificate of illness. That same 


reason is not expected to cover her 
recent lapses. 


Dowling’s “Louisiana 
Chicago, March 27. 

Eddie Dowling, of “Honeymoon 


Lane,” is authoring a new play, 
“Louisiana,” in collaboration with 
James Hanley, composer of the 


musie for his current attraction. 
Charlotte Greenwood and Clarke 
and McCullough are to be featured. 


4 Cohans Shuberts’ 


Chicago, March 27. 

Shuberts have taken over the 
Four Cohans theatre here, in 
entirety. They have been operat- 
ing the house for some time and 
recently completed arrangements 
with George M. Cohan for its com- 
plete absorption, 


MARION DAVIES DIDN'T 


Following the closing of “Card- 
hoard Lover’ because of the non- 
appearance of Jeanne Eagels in St. 
| Louis and the return of the troupe 
;to New York, it is reported that 
; Gilbert Miller wired an offer to 


its 


| Marion Davies to assume the role. 


Miss Davies did not, or could not, 


accept. 

“Cardboard Lover’ was routed to 
the coast. 
her “back yard.” 


at 


Hyman Adler Has Play; 
Only Needs $40,000 


Hyman Adler has the rights to 
“The Devil's Sabbath,” the only 
other play written by Ansky, author 
of “The Dybbuck.” 

Adler contemplates its produc- 
tion. He will direct it and assume 
the leading role as soon as he has 
raised around $40,000. 

Rumor has it the Theatre Guild 
wanted the play, but would not 
accept it under Adler’s eonditions. 
The Guild was willing to give 
Adler a role in the play, but did not 
want his direction. 


MRS. WHIFFEN RETIRES 


Quits “Just Fancy” in Boston, Ill, 
at 83 and Goes to Virginia Home 


Boston, March 27. 

“The grand old lady of the stage” 
is through. 

Mrs. Thomas Whiffen at 83 played 
the opening night in “Just Fancy” 
with Raymond Hitchcock at the 
Wilbur theatre but was unable to 
g0 on Tuesday evening. Toward 
the end of the week she recovered 
sufficiently to board a train for 
home and probable retirement in 
Roanoke, Va. 

The old lady was accorded a re- 
markable reception at the opening 
of “Just Fancy.” <A severe cold 
forced her to remain in her apart- 
ment at the Sheraton on Tuesday 
and she could not make the stage 
door, 

Her son, Thomas Whiffen, of 
Roanoke, and a niece, Mrs. Spencer 
Grant, of San Francisco, who had 
arrived in New York after a Euro- 
pean tour, came to Boston and with 
the added persuasion of Miss Peggy 
Whiffen, her daughter, also playing 
in “Just Fancy,” the grand old lady 
was induced to retire for the sea- 
son—and probably for all time. 

The performance she missed on 
Tuesday night marked the first per- 
formance she had missed in 47 
years, 


Edna Married 
To Frank G. Doelger 


Edna Leedom married Frank G. 
Doelger, son of the late millionaire 
brewer, Peter Doelger. 

Miss Leedom recently recovered 
from an appendicitis operation, fol- 
lowing her sudden withdrawal from 
“Lovely Lady,” which resulted in 
charges being preferred with Equity 
against her by the Shuberts, 

For her, the marriage is the catch 
of the theatrical season. The cere- 
mony occurred in Philadelphia two 
weeks ago. The couple told friends 
about it last week. 

It is Miss Leedom’s fourth “I do.” 
Her first was Billy Edmunds. Harry 
Tighe was the second, with that 
union stormy and brief. She mar- 
ried Dave Stamper about two years 
ago, but has been divorced from 
the composer for a year, 

Doelger and his bride are due to 
sail for Europe April 18. 


Commonwealth Stock 
Jay 
dramatie 
at the 


Barnes, supposed 
stock company 
Washburn, Chester, Pa., 
backed out of the proposition al- 
most at the last minute. He got 
cold feet when “Abie’s Irish Rose” 
played the town and did around 
$3,000 on the engagement. If the 
Anne Nichols troupe couldn’t make 
the grade Barnes didn’t see how he 
could, 

Meanwhile the actors who were 
to have been engaged got together 
and opened the house with “The 
Patsy,” on a commonwealth basis. 


to open a 
March 19 


NEGROES IN “BOAT” ABROAD 


Word fast among New 
York colored professionals’ that 
there would be work for some 
of them abroad in the new Flo 
Ziegfeld London production of 
“Show Boat.” And all those out 
of work apparently have been try- 
ing to land for the engagement 
abroad. And that has made Will H. 
Vodery about the most popular guy 
in all Harlem, 

Vodery with 
feld’: general 


passed 


Max Scheck, Zieg- 
European manager, 


will be used in London. They have 


Had Miss Davies joined | 
he show she would have taken it| 


haus been lining up the negroes who! 


EQUITY’S RULES FOR 
FOREIGNERS RATIFIED 


Although reported otherwise, 
Equity’s general meeting last week 
ratified new rules governing condi- 
tions under which foreign actors 
may appear in this country. The 
vote Was announced as being two- 
thirds in favor of the regulations, 
aimed principally at English actors 
because of reported action against 
American players there, 

The ratification of the new rules 
was announced to members in the 
regular report tw deputies. It was 
stated by Equity’s officials that the 
negative vote registered did not 
represent sentiment against the 
rules for foreign players but that 
portion of the members present 
wanted more stringent regulations. 
Some provisions of the new rules 
are more ‘evere than those covering 
American actors in England. 
Whereas an American may take 
another engagement over there after 
his original contract is over through 
failure of the play or otherwise, 
British players will not be permit- 
ted to accept other engagements 
here except that for which. they 
were brought over for and except- 
ing certain conditions. Should an 
English actor be engaged for a play 
which fails on this side, he or she 
must return or at least not be per- 
mitted to appear in another cast for 
at least six months on this side. In 
England for engagements calling 
for a salary of over $100 Weekly, an 
American ay join any show. Pro- 
tection there appears to be merely 
for the moderately paid performer. 
Extension of the British labor pre-e 
mit has been secured by any nume- 
ber of American actors, 


Rules 


Because of retroactive provisions, 
Equity must make several consti- 
tutional changes which will be 
brought up at the general meeting 
in May. That applies, too, to the 
plan to control the practices of cast- 
ing agents, which will be placed to 
a vote at that time, The rules for 
foreign actors are expected to be 
effective for the coming season, The 
rules adopted are: 


1, Equity will not interfere with 
the entry of complete companies of 
ailen actors who shall come, play 
and leave as units. 

2. Before their arrival Equity 
shall receive the name of the pro- 
duction and the cast, and if a 
repertory company a list of all the 
plays they intend to present. 


3. Any alien actor may enter the 
country under contract for a par- 
ticular part in a specified play and 
may remain for the duration of its 
run, At its expiration he must re- 
turn to his native country or re- 
main inactive for six months bee 
fore accepting another contract. 


4 Alien actors who shall have 
played one hundred weeks in this 
country between January 1, 1923, 
and January 1, 1928, are to be con- 
sidered as resident actors. Time 
prior to January 1, 1928, or time 
played in unit companies which 
may enter under these rules is not 
to be counted toward this hundred 
weeks. 
5. These regulations are to ap- 
ply in the future whether alien ac- 
tors enter under the quota, or not. 

6. Those alien actors now here, 
who have come in under the quota 
are to be considered as resident ac- 
tors. Those alien actors who are 
not here under the quota and who, 
on November 1, 1928, have not been 
here two years, shall on that date 
be suspended by Equity until they 
re-enter under the above conditions, 
The same applies to alien actors 
who may have overstayed their 
permits. . 

7. It will require a special meet- 
ing of the Council, or a notice in 
writing to all Councillors to change 


these rulings in any specific in- 
stances, 
8. The Council will proceed, 


forthwith, to formulate the rules 
and regulations which will make 
these policies effective, 

The committee of the Council 
which investigated situation 
and drew up these suggestions con- 
sisted of Berton Churchill, chair- 
man; Robert Kelly, Robert Middle- 
mass, Ralph Morgan, Frank Gill- 
more and George Arliss. 


2 INJURED IN ACCIDENT 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
John Murdock, stage carpenter at 
the Musie Box, and Cynthia, Love, 
actress, were seriously injured when 
itheir car jumped a grade near 
Oxnard. 
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50 VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, March 28, 1928 


Shows in Y, 


and Comment 


mediocrity or loss. 


play is also considered. 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
admission scale given below. Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


Also the size of cast, 
Variance 


C (comedy); 


“A Connecticut Yankee,” Vander- 
bilt (22d week) (M-882-$5.50). 
Business reported better gener- 
ally last week, furthering theory 
that income tax payment was a 
factor in slump; “Yankee” up 
grand for $22,600. 

“A Free Soul,” Klaw (12th week) 
(C-830-$3.30). Somewhat better 
here, too; business moderate, but 
show hooked up to make dough 
that way; last week around 
7,500. 

“And So To Bed,” Bijou (22d week) 
(C-605-$3.30). Seems to hang 
on, although shoved from house 
to house, making run of it here; 
estimated $7,000; moderately 
geared. 

“Burlesque,” Plymouth (3ist week) 
(CD - 1,041 - $3.85). Considerably 
affected during slump, but not as 
much as some reports would have 
it; over $15,000. 

“Cock Robin,” Booth (12th week) 
(D-704-$3.30). Moved from 48th 
St. Monday; continuance sur- 
prising since business around 
$5,000; house and show may pool. 

“Coquette,” Maxine Elliott's (21st 
week) (D-942-$3.85). One of 
stand-out dramas this season; 
cleaning since opening; lately 
trade not as big as first months, 
but not much under capacity at 
$17,000. 

‘Divorce a la Carte,” Biltmore (1st 
week) (C-1,000-$3.30). Inde- 
pendently presented; authored by 
Samuel Ruskin Golding; opened 
Monday. 

“Dracula,” Fulton (26th week) (D- 
914-$3.30). Slightly better last 
week: will go along another 
month and may last into warm 
weather; $10,000; profitable both 
ways. 

* Excess Baggage,” Ritz (14th week) 
(C-945-$3.30). Several parties 
last week helped; business here 
not as good as Chicago company, 
but making some money; $12,000 
last week. 

“Five O'Clock Girl,” 44th St. (25th 
week) (M-1,490-$5.50). Picked up 
last week; hurt during slump; 
rated at $26,000; house reported 
getting picture of ‘“Abie’s Irish 
Rose,”” April 16. 

“Funny Face,” Alvin (19th week) 
(M-1,400-$5.50). Should last into 
summer; while not capacity draw 
commands good agency demand; 
up again somewhat with gross 
around $32,000. 

“Good News,” -Chanin’s 46th St. 


(30th week) (M-1,413-$5.50). 
Never much difference in pace 
here; gured to accomplish a 


year’s stay or more; $39,000. 

“Her Unborn Child,” Eltinge (4th 
week) (D-892-$3.30). Short of 
freak for Broadway; known on 
road for years and title aids here 
also; moderate grosses; $7,000 in 
10 performances (four matinees). 

“Interference,” Lyceum (24th week) 
(D-957-$4.40). Looks pretty near- 
ly through; unless improves by 
Easter will probably leave; 
around $7,000, but more last week. 

“Jimmie’s Women,” Frolic (27th 
week) (C-602-$3.30). Making lit- 
tle money right along by grace 
of cut rates; around $5,000, some- 
times better and o. k. for roof 
spot. 

“Keep.Shufflin,” Daly’s (5th week) 
(M-997-$3.30).. Colored musical 
doing well enough though from 
early indications should be bet- 
ter; slump conditions maybe rea- 
son: last week over $13,000. 

“Killers,” 49th St. (3rd week) 
(D-704-$3.30). Slightly improved 
last week at $5,500, with cut rates 
principal revenue getter; no bet- 
ter than even break. 

“Lovely Lady,” Sam H. Harris (14th 


week) (M-1,051-$5.50). Musical 
appears to be getting by with 
narrow profit margin; cut rated 
in balcony almost from start; 
around $18,000. 

“Manhattan Mary,” Apollo (27th 
week) (M-1,168-$5.50). Expected 
to last until middle of May; 


dropped to $30,000 during slump 


and wpproximated that last week. 
“Marco Millions,” Guild (C-914- 
$3.85). “The Doctor's Dilemma” 
current; 14th and final week; 
“Volpone” April 9, 
with 
last week. 
“My Maryland,” Jolson's 
week) (O-1,777-$5.50). 


money, with 
around $20,000. 
“Our Betters,” Henry Miller (6th 
week) (C-946-$4.40). Getting class 
trade and should hold up through 
spring; excellent money since 
opening; last week .out $17,000. 
“Paris Bound,” Music Box (14th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Last week 
eased off somewhat to between 
$16,000 and $17,000; may last into 
summer, with wide profit margin. 
“Porgy,” Republic (25th week) (C- 
869-$3.30). Jumped last: week, 
when takings went to $13,096; one 


average 


alternating 
Marco,” which drew $17,000 


(29th 
Possibly 
continue for balance of season; on 
two-for-one basis show making 
takings 


week more here, then road, with 
Boston first stand. 
“Rain or Shine,” Geo. M. Cohan (8th 
week) (M-1,111-$5.50). Playing to 
standees nearly all performances; 
one of best money-getters on list; 
around $40,000 weekly. 
“Rio Rita,” Majestic (61st week) 
M-1,776-$3.85). Switch in houses 
and revision in admission. scale 
did not work out well; failed to 
beat $30,000 and not profitable at 
pace; leaves for roa . after another 
week. 
‘Rosalie,” New Amsterdam (12th 
week) (M-1,702-$6.60). Off bit two 
weeks ago, but regained most of 
drop and last week went to $46,000. 
“Sh! The Octopus,” Royale (6th 
week) (C-1,117-$3.30. Going along 
on week-to-week basis; hardly 
even break at $5,000; probably one 
more week; “Diamond Lil” due 
April 9. 
“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (14th week) 
(M-1,750-$6.60). Leader of Broad- 
way and one of four major mu- 
sicals current under same man- 
agement (Ziegfeld); averaging 
$53,000 weekly. 
“Strange Interlude,” Golden (9th 
week) (D-900-$4.40). With sub- 
scription period off, gross took 
jump upward to $15,500; virtual 
capacity again last week. 
“Sunny Days,” Imperial (8th week) 
(M-1,446-$5.50). Had couple of 
theatre parties last week, helping 
gross to $18,000; nothing to brag 
about considering scale; maybe 
showing slight profit. 
“Take the Air,” Waldorf (19th week) 
(M-1,111-$4.40). Showing profit 
right along, with last week’s trade 
bettering $20,000; using cut rates 
and reported under the estimate. 
“The Bachelor Father,” Belasco (5th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Getting 
class trade and selling out, with 
indications will be among summer 
holdovers; new comedy hit over 
$20,000 weekly. 

“The Behavior of Mrs. Crane,” Er- 
langer (2d week) (C-1,500-$3.30). 
Doubtful of landing; notices un- 
favorable; opened March 20 week, 
with takings in seven days ap- 
proximating $7,000. 

“The Buzzard,” Broadhurst. Lasted 
less than two weeks: taken off 
Saturday after very little busi- 
ness; house dark. 

“The Command to Love,” Longacre 
28th week) (C-1,019-$4.40). Some- 
what better last week, cut rates 
probably counting now; estimated 
over $11,000, and may last through 
spring. 

“The Furies,” Shubert (4th week) 
(C-1,395-$3.30). Getting fairly 
good trade, but does not line up as 
real success; last week about $13,- 
000, slightly better than previous 


pace. 

“The Golden Dawn,” Hammerstein's 
(19th week) (O-1,265-$5.50). 
Summer continuance doubtful; 
slack trade lately hardly favor- 
able for continuance much long- 
er; $20,000 or less. 

“The Great Necker,” Ambassador 
(4th week) (D-1,067-$3.30). Lit- 
tle attention attracted thus far; 
among shows dependent on cut 
rating: $5,000 estimated. 

“The Ladder,” Belmont (77th week) 
(D-517). Piling up stupendous 
loss means nothing to wealthy 
backer who is hopeful show will 
be remolded into such shape as 
to command money draw; all 
tickets still free. 

“The Madcap,” Casino (9th week) 
(M-1,477-$4.40). Is showing profit 
after slow start; aided by cut 
rates principally two-for-ones; 
averaging better than $15,000. 


“The Mystery Man,” Bayes (10th 
week) (D-860-$3.30). Another cut 
rater but also claimed making 
profit; management claims aver- 


age of over $5,000. 
“The Queen’s Husband,” Playhouse 
(10th week) (C-879-$3.85). Mak- 


ing grade but to moderate 
grosses; since Washington's 
Birthday weekly average $8,500; 


slightly better last week. 

“The Royal Family,” Selwyn (14th 
week) (()-1,067-$3.85). Out in 
front of non-musicals; went off 
during slump but pace not ma- 
terially affected; around $23,000. 

“The Scarlet Fox,” Masque (1st 
week) (D-700-$3.30). Presented 
by James W. Elliott; written by 
Willard Mack, also heading cast; 
opened Tuesday. 

“The Shannons of Broadway,” Mar- 
tin Beck (27th week) (C-1,198- 
$3.30). Will probably last 
through spring: consistently on 
right side with pace about $8,- 
500 weekly of late. 

“The Silent House,” Morosco (8th 
week) (1D-893-$3.30). Best of 
mystery pieces at present; got off 
to excellent start and still show- 


ing considerable profit margin; 
$17,000. 

“The Three Musketeers,” Lyric (3rd 
week) (M-1,395-$6.60). Main- 
tained capacity: last week’s gross 
oye $15 900 definitely spots op- 


“Good News” Boston 
Sensation at $30,000 


Boston, March 27. 
The Athens of America is called 
a “musical comedy town.” Business 
this week confirmed that character- 
ization. After a lapse of several 
weeks, three musical shows came in. 

“Hit the Deck” moved week be- 
fore last into the Tremont, which 
had housed “Wings” for three 
months. Boston was hungry for 
this form of entertainment, and the 
piece collected $34,000. “Good News” 
came into the Majestic and clicked 
off $30,000, capacity. “Hit the Deck” 
dropped a few grand, with a gross 
for the second week of $30,500. 

“Just Fancy,” im the Wilbur, did 
$18,000 for the opening week, which 
was heavy business for the small 
theatre. 

The Shubert housed “Behold the 
Bridegroom,” and on the popularity 
of the house itself managed to eke 
out $11,000 for the week. Boston 
knew little of the Kelly piece before 
its arrival and sat in expectation 
of another comedy, perhaps a new 
“Show-off.” Finding tragedy in- 
stead, and that not to general lik- 
ing, the play had a sparse week. 

“Saturday’s Children,” at the Ply- 
mouth, dropped a bit to $9,000 in 
its third and last week. The run 
was satisfactory, however. “Es- 
cape” opened at the Plymouth for 
a two weeks’ stay. After two weeks 
of “American Opera” at the Hollis 
Street the house is darkened for 
two weeks. “Porgy” comes in after 
Lent. “American Opera” slumped 
in the second week to $14,000. 
“Simba” stays on at the Colontak 
with no advance bookings an- 
nounced since the theatrical censor 
put a finger on’ “Lulu Belle” and re- 
fused admission. The African pic- 
ture did $14,000 first week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Behold the Bridegroom,” Shubert 
(2d week)—Public fooled, thinking 
it comedy and finding tragedy. First 
gross, $11,000. 

“Just Fancy,” Wilbur (2d week)— 
Opened to good business in small 
house, although not going as hot as 
other musicals in town. $18,000. 

“Good News,” Majestic (2d week) 
—Arrival this piece has knocked 
them dead with astonishing success. 
Opened to capacity; $30,000. 

“Escape,” Plymouth (ist week)— 
“Saturday’s Children” bade farewell 
after three weeks of fair business; 
final gross $9,000. 

“Hit the Deck,” Tremont (3d 
week). Running wild and a knock- 
out. Second week’s gross cut down 
a bit by “Good News,” but collected 
better than $30,500. 

“Simba,” Colonial (24 week)—Pic- 
ture started off well at $14,000. 

Hollis St. theatre closed for two 
weeks. American Opera Co. grossed 
in second and last week $14,000. 


MINNEAPOLIS GROSSES 


Minneapolis, March 27. 

Good weather and strong attrac- 
tions helped pusiness at the legiti- 
mate houses last week. 

Marie Gale (Mrs. A. G. Bain- 
bridge), returning to the Bainpridge 
Players for a four weeks’ engage- 
ment as guest star and opening in 
“Saturday's Children,” boomed 
things at the Shubert. Miss Gale’s 
acting and the performance as a 
whole were highly praised by the 
critics, and the gross hit close to 
$6,000, a very nice week. 

“Beware of Widows,” presented 
by the McCall-Bridge Players at the 
Palace in tabloid musical comedy 
form, did about $5,200. “Girls From 
Happyland,”’ United wheel attrac- 
tion, brought in about $4,500 to the 
Gayety box office. The Metropolitan 
again was dark. 


eretta among musical leaders. 

“The Trial of Mary Dugan,” Na- 
tion2a! (28th week) (D-1,164- 

“$3.85). Last week a Little better 
here. as with most of leaders, af- 
fected during slump; gross quot- 
ed at $18,000. 

“The Wrecker,” Cort (5th week) 
(C-1,094-$3.30). Final week; Eng- 
lish mystery piece could only get 
$3,000 weekly but going to sub- 
way circuit; house will probably 
go dark. 

“Whispering Friends,” Hudson (6th 
week) (C-1,094-$3.30). Should 
pick up somewhat from now on; 
show has made something at 
around $9,000 average with house 
breaking even. 

Outside Times Sq.—Little Special 

“Beggar’s Opera,” 48th Street. On 
tour; ancient piece brought in for 
four weeks; opens tonight 
(Wednesday). 

“Henry V,” Walter Hampden’s; re- 
vival. 

“The Merry Wives of Windsor,” 
Knickerbocker; 2d week; revival. 

Civic Repertory, 14th Street. “Hed- 
da Gabler” added to rep this 
week. 

“Marriage on Approval,” Edyth 
Totten; resumed after closing at 
Wallack’s. 

“12 Thousand,” Garrick; regularly 
presented, “Shrew” going off last 
Saturday. 

“Yours Truly,” Century. 

“The Ivory Door,” Charles Hopkins. 

American Laboratory. Repertory. 

“The Schoolmaster,” Provincetown: 
opened last week; closed Satur- 


day, 
“Ten Nights in a Barroom,” ancient 


meller, moved from Triangie to 


Wallack's Tuesday 


at 


on the road, 


FRISCO GROSSES 


San Francisco, March 27. 

“Burlesque” (Lillian Albertson- 
Macloon Coast production) passed 
out Saturday night, rated as one of 
the worst flops Geary street has 
known in years. Goes to the store- 
house. 

On the other hand, the Macloons 
have a box office hit in “The Desert 
Song” at the Curran, and business 
last week was excellent. This is 
probably the best thing the Mac- 
loons have done since they. started 
on the Pacific Coast. Looks good, 
though doubtful, for 11 weeks, as 
originally planned. 

Jack Brehany revived “Appear- 
ances” March 19 for a four-week 
stay at the Community Playhouse. 
The meller (for such it is since hav- 
ing heen partially rewritten) got 
away to a great start, and indica- 
tions were for four good weeks. 

Duffy attractions fared well 
again, though “New Brooms” at the 
Alcazar has started slipping and is 
near the end of its local engage- 
ment. The Craven comedy is now 
in its final week and then moves 
on to Hollywood, where, after a 
week’s rest, it replaces “Two Girls 
Wanted” at El Capitan. At the 
President Duffy’s production 
“The Shannons of Broadway” con- 
tinues strong. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Curran—“The Desert Song.” Mu- 
sical has caught on nicely. Second 
week around the $25,000 mark. 

Geary — ‘Burlesque’ wound up 
three miserable weeks;~-lucky to hit 
around $5,000 on final, House goes 
dark for two weeks. 

Playhouse—‘‘Appearances.” Play 
by former San Francisco colored 
bell boy. First six days close to 
$6,000; excellent. @ 

President — “The Shannons of 
Broadway” completed four weeks 
and is still going strong. Last week 
about $5,500. 

Alcazar— “New Brooms.” This 
comedy set a new house record last 
week by reaching 14th week. Run 
ends at close of 15th week, though 
might have been continued; $4,700, 


exceptional. 


Green Street—“Love a la Carte.” 
Wound up third week and _ still 
showing small profit. Revenue un- 
der $2,000. 


Engagements 


Milt Schuster, casting agent, an- 
nounces the following placements: 
F. A. Dulin, Thelma Milliar and Ruth 
Barnes to Billy LeRoy players, San 
Antonio. Ellery Allan, Sid Stewart 
and Emmetta Germaine to Arthur 
Higgings players, Hippodrome, Al- 
ton, IIL Jack Kennbrew to T. 
Dwight Pepple. Doris Rue and Bill 
Dougherty to Harry Rogers. Flor- 
ence Holland and Gates Austin 
to Bert Smith, Victoria, Wheel- 
ing, W. Va. Jess Buttons to 
the Jefferson Amusement company, 
Beaumont. Edna Makarius to Al 
Barlow’s Rainbow revue. Johnny 
Lewis to Billy Wyse’s Wisecracker 
company. Elmo Maize to Al Dec- 
lercq, Palm theatre, Pueblo. Jack 
Foley’s quartett to J. J. Mussel- 
man, Ritz, Flint. Earl Boston to 
Thad Wilkerson, 5th Ave. theatre, 
Nashville. Mabel Lacouver to East- 
wood Harrison. Lenore Johnson 


and the Todd Sisters to the Eviston- 


Napier players. Joe Kilch to Harry 
Rogers’ Danny Duncan company, 
New Orleans. Lesta Lewis and 
Dolly Love to E. B. Coleman's at- 
tractions, Roanoke, Va. 

Schuster’s burlesque placements 
include Mindell Duboce, Mary Wren- 
ick, June Martin, Rae Keith to the 
State-Congress, Chicago. Sidney 
Presson, Star, Chicago. Babe Ward, 
Paul Morokoff and Buddy Nelson to 
the Broadway-Strand, Detoit. Flor- 
ence King and Mae West to the Pal- 
ace, Buffalo., Mita Camino to the 
Palace, Detroit. Pauline Glenmarr, 
Marion Lee, Wilson and Brennan to 
the National, Detroit. 


” 

Lewis’ “Baptism 
Albert Lewis ‘has secured the 
American rights to “Baptism,” 


which brought Alfred Savoir, the 
French playwright, to attention. 

The drama, when first produced 
about eight years ago, caused a sen- 
sation in Paris because of its Jew 
and Gentile theme. Upon an outcry 
by French Jews the play was taken 
off, but lately revived in Paris. 


Five Stocks Start April 9 


Week of April 9, five summer 
stock companies open out of town 


with the comedy, “Take My Advice,” 
as 


their opening bill. National 
Players, Washington, open at the 
National; George Sharp stock at 
Pitt, Pittsburgh: Hartman Players 
Hartman, Columbus; Harriet 
Rampell stock at Union Hill the- 
atre, Gloucester, Mass., and a stock 
at the Albee, Providence. 


Carroll Writing 
Earl Carroll, after a business trip 
came back to New 
York from Chicago Sunday to get 


things running for his new edition 
of “Vanities.” 


Carroll is announced as doing a 


special article for Liberty which will 
deal 
flanta pen, 


with his sojourn in the At- 


of; 


JOLSON’S 4 CHI WEEKS 
FIGURED AT $160,000 


“Lane” in Fast Start-—“Good 
News” at $28,000—“Bag- 
gage” at $15,000 


Chicago, March 27. 
Return of the Erlanger theatre 
into the legit field with “Honeymoon 
Lane,” marked for real coin, pushed 
up the town’s general gross to an 
unusual, figure for the Lenten sea- 
son. 


“Diplomacy” swept close toa clean 
Slate at the Blackstone with the 
two-weeks’ stay now promising to 
surpass $60,000. 


Much speculation centers around 
“She’s My Baby,” known to have 
checked slim trade in the nine weeks 
New York run. Beatrice Lillie is 
claimed to hold large clientele from 
her previous visits here and if the 
piece gathers important coin at $3.85 
it will have to come via the star's 
personal pull. It was a dressy audi- 
ence that turned out last night, 
seats being at a premium the day 


after they went on sale. Trouble is 
anticipated upstairs. 
“Honeymoon Lane” wisely 


tabbed at $3.30 and if the opening 
night’s atmosphere wasn’t deceiving, 
Eddie Dowling will establish him- 
self in Chicago. 


There was little variation in the 
sales of the top-notchers over the 
previous week, with _ sell - outs 
marked off at both the Four Cohans 
and the Selwyn. Jolson’s four weeks 
visit will turn out a phenomenal 
windup for “Night in Spain.” “Good 
News” has straightened out the 
specs muddle more or less, yet the 
&yp boys are playing this one, doing 
a whale of a business with the bal- 
cony seats. Jolson’s scale of $5.50 
at the boxoffice makes timid the ef- 
forts of the street specs. The Er- 
langer opening gave the street boys 
another opportunity Sunday because 
of the Selwyn being sold out five 
days in advance for the Sunday 
splash. 


“Straight Thru the Door’ at $2.75 
doesn’t promise any real. call 
Neither was there any pickup for 
“The Letter.” Like for the last four 
years, mystery plays find it hard to 
go beyond $10,000. 


“Excess Baggage” runs high. It's 
solidly set at the Garrick, and a break 
for the house. “Constant Wife” has 
gone to pieces, cutting sharply into 
a high gross average obtained the 
early part of the engagement. 
Nothing interferes with the matinee 
pull, however. 


Balmy weather made the Saturday 
matinee draw the best of the season, 
powerful window sales being ob- 
served. For the first time, due to 
the excellent springlike weather, the 
Saturday night call slowed up, but 
the advance sales kept intact the 
usual big Sunday grosses. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Honeymoon Lane” (Erlanger, 1st 
week)—Spotted at $3.85 for opening, 
Saturdays, Sundays, getting off to 
fine start, drawing capacity around 
$3,500, and looks like money-getter. 

“She’s My Baby” (illinois, ist 
week)—Star’s local popularity drew 
a rousing capacity lower floor last 
night, but balcony sales slow. Indi- 
cations are that this piece will do 
better here than in its Broadway 
run. Scale stiff at $3.85. 

American Opera Co. (Studebaker, 
ist week)—Opened tonight. “Silver 
Cord” went out, holding to moder- 
ate sales. Six weeks’ engagement 
estimated arcund $60,000. 

“Night in Spain” (Four Cohans, 
18th week)—Now looks as if the 
Jolson’s four weeks’ guest ‘visit will 
turn out a total gross of fully $160,- 
000, phenomenal. Emphasis is 
strongly placed on the limited four 
weeks’ visit of the star, which is 
making solid the advance. sale. 
$42,000. 

“Africana” (Adelphi, 3d week)— 

(Continued on page 53) 


L. A. GROSSES 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Although the police broke in on 
three performances and made ar- 
rests, “The Captive” led the town in 
gross $18,500 at the Mayan in seven 
performances. 

“Excess Baggage,” in third week 
at the Piayhouse, got less than $10,- 
000, while “The Scarlet Woman,” in 
its tnirl week at the Belasco, drew 
$15,000. 

At the Mason, for one week only, 
Walker Whiteside in “Hindu” drew 
an estimate of $7,000. “A Single 
Man,” second week at the Vine 
Street, registered around $6,000. 
“Women Go On Forever,” second 
week dt the Hollywood Music Box. 
about $5,900, and “Interference,” at 
the Hollywood Playhouse, got about 
$6,800 in its fourth week. 

In the eighth week at the El Capi- 
tan “Two Girls Wanted” hit near 
$5,000. The first week of “Speak- 
easy,” at the Orange Grove, just 
over $4,000. “The Married Virgin. 


ending second month at the Egan, 18% 
down to $1,600, while “The Wasps 
Nest,” in third and final week at the 


Morosco, grossed $4,709. 
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CONCEDED OVER-SEATED 
WITH LEGIT THEATRE INCREASE 


From One to 8 Houses Continuously Dark—Parties 
and Cut Rates Necessary to Keep Others Open— 


Holy Week at Hand 


When business sags in Broad- 
way’s legit houses reasons are ad- 
vanced as to the cause. This season 
has seen from one to eight dark 
theatres regularly except for a week 
or two around the mid-year holi- 
days. Some managers complained 
that there were not enough good 
plays to go around. Others now say 
Broadway is over-seated. 

That condition is not native to 
the legitimate field. It has affected 
picture houses. 

The increase in theatres along the 
Rialto has not been accompanied 
with a proportionate increase in pro- 
duction and there are more play 
flops on the records this season than 
last. That explains the condition 
of over-seating. Not a few attrac- 
tions are being kept going by un- 
precedented party and_  cut-rate 
ticket activity, else the dark spots 
would be more numerous. 

Again it has been proven that the 
income tax materially affects the 
box offices, since there was a slight 
increase generally last week. Not 
all shows were ahead of the pre- 
vious going and that includes sev- 
eral among the leaders. Theatre 
parties have grown exceptionally 
and are welcomed other than by the 
big money shows. This week started 
out fairly well but the low level of 
the season is expected next week 
(Holy Week). 

“The Three Musketeers” took its 
rank with the musical leaders, bet- 
tering $43,000 for its first full week. 
That mark means capacity, the 
Lyric not measuring up to the ca- 
pacity of other houses where the 
heavyweights are spotted. Last 
week offered “The Behavior of Mrs. 
Crane,” at Erlanger’s, but the show 
was given a lukewarm greeting and 
has indicated no strength. Takings 
of about $7,000 for seven perform- 
ances. “The Merry Wives of Wind- 
sor,” at the Knickerbocker, is only 
in for three weeks; plenty. 


Non- Musicals 

“The Royal Family,” at $23,000, 
was distinctly out in front, with 
“The Bachelor Father’ second, 
again bettering $20,000; “Trial of 
Mary Dugan,” $18,000; “Coquette,” 
$17,000; “Paris Bound,” a little less; 
“Strange Interlude,” with the sub- 
gcriptions, over-jumped to $15,500; 
“Our Betters” and “Marco Millions” 
got $17,000; “The Silent House” 
slipped, but very good at $17,000; 
“Burlesque,” over $15,000; “Porgy,” 
although leaving, soon jumped to 
$13,000; “The Furies” claimed about 
the same; “Excess Baggage” and 
“The Command to Love” were 
somewhat better at $12,000; ‘“Dra- 
cula,” $10,000; “Whispering Friends,” 
$9,000; “The Queen’s Husband” and 
“Shannons of Broadway,” $8,500; 
“Interference,” “And So to Bed” and 
“A Free Soul,” $7,500; “Sh, the Oc- 
topus,” “The Great Necker,” “Kill- 
ers” and “The Mystery Man,” $5,000. 


Musicals 


“Show Boat” appears to have no 
trouble holding to capacity at $53,- 
000; “Rosalie” was off several thou- 
gand two weeks ago, but came back 
to $46,000 last week; “Musketeers” 
is next, and then “Rain or Shine,” 
$40.000,. also a_ sell-out; “Good 
News,” $39,000, is virtual capacity 
still; “Funny Face” climbed a bit 
to $32,000; “Manhattan Mary,” $30,- 
000; “Rio Rita,” $29,000, which is 
not enough, and will leave after an- 
Other week; “Five O'Clock Girl” 
claimed $26,000, and is also reported 
switching houses or going on tour; 
“Connecticut Yankee” is strong at 
$22,600; “My Maryland” sticks 
around $20,000; “Take the Air” 
claims as much, but is reported 
considerably less; “Lovely Lady” 
and “Sunny Days” about $18,000; 
‘Golden Dawn” no higher; “The 
Madcap” maybe $16,000; “Keep 
Shufflin” low at $13,000, but making 
some money. 

Next week’s premiere card is 
even scantier than this week, when 
only two new ‘shows were offered. 


“March Hages,” revived, will re- 
ght the Little, while the Ameri- 
can Laboratory theatre (Little) 


will offer “Martine.” ‘““‘The Wrecker” 
leaves the Cort this week, house 
g0ing dark; “The Buzzard” stopped 
Saturday at the Broadhurst, dark: 
The Doctor’s Dilemma” winds up 
at the Guild, which will replace it 
in the alternating program with 
‘Volpone” April 9; on that date 
“Diamond Lil’ will come to the 
Royale, now offering “Sh! The 
Octopus”; “The Schoolmaster” 
lasted five days in the Village. 
Premium Tickets 

The number of agency buys is de- 
ercasing, only 20 being listed this 
week. Several buys expired and but 
one of the recent entrants was 
added, then only by some agencies. 
The buys are: “Funny Face” (Al- 


[CHICAGO OPERA DROPS 
$60,000 IN 3 STANDS 


Seattle, March 27. 

The Chicago Civic Opera Co.’s 
three-day engagement here brought 
a net loss of $22,000, being one of 
the most conclusive flops this_.com- 
muniiy has ever witnessed. The 
Fifth Avenue grossed $42,000 for the 
three performances, against a guar- 
antee of $62,000 and expenses, leav- 
ing a straight deficit of $22,000. 

The guarantee was subscribed by 
100 local business people and when 
the engagement failed to gross the 
expected total each guarantor was 
called upon to contribute pro rata 
at $220 in order to make payment 
to the company before it departed 
for Portland. 

Seattle merchants did not relish 
playing angel for visiting art and 
it is going to be a tough proposi- 
tion to promote high-brow attrac-~- 
tions in this settlement. 


Portland, Ore., March 27. 

Four performances of Chicago 
Civic Opera at Auditorium grossed 
$42,000. The company is on guaran- 
tee of $52,000, making a net loss of 
$17,000. “Aida,” “Snow Maiden” and 
“Il Trovatore,” with “The Resurrec- 
tion” for Saturday matinee, were 
sung the last three days of last 
week, 

Poorest house was for “Il Trova- 
tore” Saturday night. Engagement 
was the social affair of the season, 
especially “Aida” the first night, 
Thursday, which drew largest house, 
approximately $12,000. The opera 
hurt the road show “Broadway” at 
the Heilig theatre same three days. 


Tacoma, Wash., March 27. 
Chicago Civic Opera Co. grossed 
but $41,000 for a loss of $21,000, 
flopping after opening day. 


Cast Changes 


Paul Parnell has replaced Roy 
Webb as musical director of “The 
Connecticut Yankee,” at the Vander- 
bilt. Teddy Hammerstein is now 
stage director, replacing Murray J. 
Queens. 

Rudolf Cameron has gone into 
“Funny Face,” playing Allen Kearns’ 
role. The latter is with Aarons and 
Freedley’s new musical, “Here's 
How,” renamed “And Howe.” 

Susan Conroy replaced Devah 
Worrell in “Rain or Shine” Monday. 


vin), “Manhattan Mary” (Apollo), 
“The Bachelor Father” (Belasco), 
“Good News” (Chanin’s 46th St.), 
“The Behavior of Mrs. Crane” (Er- 
langer), “The Five O'Clock Girl” 
(Forty-fourth St.), “Twelve Thou- 
sand” (Garrick), “Rain or Shine” 
(Geo. M. Cohan), “Our Betters” 
(Henry Miller), “The Three Mus- 
keteers” (Lyric), “Rio Rita” (Ma- 
jestic), “Coquette” (Maxine Eliot), 
“The Silent House” (Morosco), 
“Paris Bound” (Music Box), ‘““Rosa- 
lie’ (New Amsterdam), “Burlesque” 
(Plymouth), “The Royal Family” 
(Selwyn), “The Furies” (Shubert), 
“A Connecticut Yankee” (Vander- 
bilt), “Show Boat” (Ziegfeld). 
Cut Rates 

The bargain ticket group totaled 
32 attractions early this week, in- 
cluding several of the newer shows. 
The list: “My Maryland” (Jolson), 
“Take the Air” (Waldorf), “Lovely 
Lady” (Harris), “The Madcap” 
(Casino), “Sunny Days” (Imperial), 
“Keep Shufflin’” (Daly’s), “Yours 
Truly” (Century), “Jimmie’s Wom- 
en” (Frolic), “Th@ Shannons_ of 
Broadway’ (Martin Beck), “The 
Ivory Door” (Hopkins), “And So to 
Bed”, (Bijou), “The Queen's Hus- 
band” (Playhouse), “Whispering 
Friends” (Hudson), “The Great 
Necker” (Ambassador), “Command 


to Love” (Longacre), “The Doctor's 
Dilemma” (Guild), “Twelve Thou- 
sand’ (Garrick), “Excess Baggage” 
(Ritz), “Divorce a la Carte” (Bilt- 
more), “Sh! The Octopus!” (Roy- 
ale), “Marriage On Approval” 
(Edyth Totten), “Interference” 


(Lyceum), “Cock Robin” (Booth), 
“a Free Soul” (Klaw), ‘The mystery 
Wrecker" 


Man” (Bayes), “The é 

(Cort), “Her Unborn Child” (Elt- 
inge), “The Zehavior of Mrs. 
Crane” (Erlanger’s), “The Furies 
(Shubert), “Killers” (49th St.), 
“Dracula” (Fulton), “Still Water’ 
(Village Playhouse). 


MARY WILEY’S $500 


Secures Default Judgment Against | 
Carl Hemmer 

Mary Wiley, musical comedy 
actress, was awarded a $500 judg- 
by Justice Genung in the 
Ninth District Municipal Court yes- | 
terday (Tuesday) in an action. 
against Carl Hemmer, musical com- 
edy producer. The judgment was 
awarded in default when Hemmer 
failed to answer complaint. 

According to complaint, Miss 
Wiley stated she advanced Hemmer 
$500, supposedly as an investment 
for a new musical which he was to 
produce, and had been promised a 
part in it at $125 a week, When 
the proposed show failed to materi- 
alize Miss Wiley claims to have 
unsuccessfully made demands upon 
the producer for the return of her 
money. She has since been signed 
for Carroll's forthcoming ‘Van- 
ities.” 

Hemmer, formerly dance director 
for Broadway musicals, invaded 
producing ranks last season as pro- 
ducer of “Allez-Oop.” 

Miss Wiley was represented in 
her action by the Paul Turner legal 
firm. 


MAYFAIR STILL DARK 


A theatre within a stone’s throw 
of Broadway still has no takers. 
It’s the Mayfair, which property 
entails the officers and all now rep- 
resented by a receiver, W. F. Shan- 
ahan, 

A big sign out front so far has 
failed to light up the house. 


LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 51 


Goes to $23,000 


Sudden Lenten Prosperity AH Around—Arliss Does 
$23,000, Topping “Old English” Mark—Bordoni 


BLOCK SPEC BILL 
BECOMES STATE LAW 


Albany, March 27. 

Although legitimate theatre in- 
terests and ticket brokers are said 
to have opposed the Block bill which 
provides for the licensing of ticket 
agencies and bars sidewalk and 
theatre lobby speculating in tickets, 
the governor signed the measure 
yesterday. 

Before the legislature closed last 
week Governor Smith suggested an 
extra appropriation of $°0,000 be 
made to the division of license to 
make the anti-speculator bill ef- 
fective. Both houses granted the 
appropriation forthwith. The bill 
provides against gouging in the re- 
selling of tickets to theatres and 
sporting events. Higher license fees 
are required from established agen- 
cies and there is a fee, too, required 
from branch offices such as _ hotel 


“Interference” for Frisco 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
“Interference” closes at the Hol- 
lywood Playhouse April! 7, going to 
San Francisco for four weeks April 
9, at the Geary. 


BRITISH FILM FIELD 


(Continued from page 23) 


him back for as many dollars as 
they won’t pay cents now. As hap- 
pened with Clive Brook, Victor 
Maclaglen and some others. 

First Aid 

Most of the picture theatres in 
town have taken a flop these last 
two weeks, as usually happens in 
Lent. Programs are being strength- 
ened to offset this, starting with the 
New Gallery, where “The Circus” 
opens Monday to play five-a-day, 
opening at 12:30. This is a new de- 
parture here, the ordinary time of 
opening being around 2 o'clock, 
Even then no one cemes in so as 
you'd notice it before around 4 p. m. 

The Plaza puts in “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes,” grabbing all the 
publicity John Emerson and Anita 
Loos have got themselves. 

Tivoli still holds in “The Student 
Prince” and it looks like staying in- 
definitely. Anyway, no opening date 
for “Moulin Rouge,” which is to 
follow, can be fixed just yet. 


Well, Oid Timer! 

Charles Urban is back after clear- 
ing up his affairs in America with 
the intention of remaining here per- 
manently. He is going back into the 
short film field and is negotiating 
an affiliation with Ralph Pugh for 
this purpose, 


Home Office Censorship 


Following the “Dawn” incident, 
the seizure of James Larkin’s ‘‘Red” 
films and the banning by the gov- 
ernment and the Board of Censors 
of the Russian picture “Potemkin,” 
questions have been raised in the 
House of Commons as to the posi- 
tion of the Home Office in regard to 
the censorship. 

Answering Commander’ Ken- 
worthy, the Home Secretary said 
he had powers to prevent the im- 
portation of any film “injurious to 
the public interest.” The Board of 
Censors had rejected “Potemkin.” 

Responsibility for deciding 
whether a film should core into the 
country rested with him (Home 
Secretary), and he did not consult 
the censors about such matters. 
The board has no authority to pre- 
vent or permit the entry of any film, 
which rests entirely with the Home 
Secretary, acting on the advice of 
his own office’s legal department. 

Poverty Row 

Just to warn folk from Hollywood 
and ofher places where they some- 
times make pictures, it’s little or no 
use coming here on spec. Many fel- 
lows have and are scouting around 
in vain for jobs. First, they don't 
pay that kind of money here yet; 
second, the conditions of the Films 
Bill call for most of the salary list 
to be British, so by the time the 
producing company has got through 
paying phone figures to phoney 
stars and directors of foreign na- 
tionality the budget does not allow 
them to engage any more foreigners 
and still qualify for the quota. 

So be wise, and get a contract— 
not an  offer—before buying a 
steamer ticket. Otherwise, make it 


a round trip ticket. 


ticket stands. 


PLAYS CLOSING 


“One A. M.,” mystery melodrama 
by Samuel Shipman and Max Max- 
cin, figured to steer into New York 
this week, has been withdrawn for 
recasting and revision. Will make 
a fresh try in Chicago the latter 
part of next month. 


SHOWS FOR COAST 
Los Angeles, March 27. 

Belasco theatre here will get “The 
Racket” and “The Spider” about a 
month apart. Fred Butler is spon- 
soring the local presentation of 
both shows, with “Racket” due to 
open April 19 and “Spider follow- 
ing, May 28. 

Former show will carry most of 
its Manhattan cast, while John 
Halliday will do the “Spider’s” title 
role, 


TWO LEAVE BELLAMYS 


Des Moines, March 27. 

Two members of the Ralph Bell- 
amy Players at the Princess have 
left the company, Philip Rhodes 
Thorne and Charles Browne. 

Thorne was married in New York 
about six weeks ago to Francesca 
Hill, leading woman with William 
Hodge in “Straight Through the 
Door.” 


DUGGAN WITH DOWLING 


Chicago, March 27. 
Walter S. Duggan, formerly gen- 
eral manager for the Selwyn and in 
charge of the Selwyn theatres, is 
the personal representative of Eddie 
Dowling when “Honeymoon Lane” 
opens at the Erlanger, March 24. 


STOCK MGRS. MEETING 


A general meeting of the recent- 
ly organized Stock Managers’ Asso- 
ciation has been called for next 
month. 

It is figured to bring out the full 
strength of that branch of theatri- 
cals. 


~ BAYONNE STOCK 

J. J. Leventhal’s Bayonne, N. J., 
opera house stock, has Dagmar 
Linett, Seth Arnold, Robert Crosier, 
James McLaglen, Gordon Hamilton, 
Martin Hicks, Mildred Van Dorn 
and Nellie Gill. 

The stock opened last week 


Canaan’s Summer Stock 


Danbuyy, Conn., March 27. 

Edwin R. Wolfe has been selected 
to direct the Putnam Players, who 
will open a summer stdck engage- 
ment in New Canaan, Conn., June 1. 
The company will be under the 
management of Ruth Putnam Ma- 
son, 


Ward Crane Very 
Los Angeles, March 20. 
Ward Crane, stage actor, is ser!- 
ously ill at Palms Springs, Cal. 
According to reports, his recovery 


je doubtful) 


Philadelphia, Mareh 27. 

The slump that has been gripping 
the legit houses here ever since the 
Christmas holidays was blown to 
bits last week—right in the heart of 
= Lenten season and out of a clear 
sky. 

Of the seven houses open (the 
Chestnut was dark), five reported 
grosses better than $18,000, a record 
that would be unusual enough even 
in a holiday week. Three of the 
five were non-musical. There is 
just one answer—a great collection 
of shows. 

The leader was George Cohan’s 
“The Merry Malones.” This musi- 
eal started disappointingly at the 
Erlanger the preceding week. Then, 
after the first three performances, 
trade improved, and “The Malones” 
grassed $27,000. Last week demand 
was brisker from the first. The 
figure was between $31.000 and 
$32,000, an increase of $4,500. 

Runner-up was “The Desert 
Song,” in the Shubert for indefinite 
run. Week’s gross was $27,000. 

Three dramatic attractions were 
closely bunched, with “Paris,” Irene 
Bordoni, moved into the Jarger 
capacity Lyric, reported getting a 
slight edge, $23,000, better than any 
of its weeks at the Adelphi, but not 
absolute capacity for the Lyric. 

Most remarkable of all ' was 
George Arliss at the Walnut in 
Winthrop Ames’ “Merchant of 
Venice.” Grossing between $22,000 
and $23,000, Shakespeare was a 
smash from Tuesday on. Upstairs 
was sold out solidly all week, and 
the two matinees saw young riots 
staged in the Walnut lobby. The 
advance sale for this week was 80 
tremendous that on Saturday it 
was decided to put in an _ extra 
matinee this Friday. It looks like 
a $25,000 week. Tried to arrange a 
third week, but the new booking, 
“The Squall,” could not be changed, 
“The Merchants’s” record beat the 
best “Old English” mark Arliss set 
up at the Walnut by $600. 

“Road to Rome” opened at the 
Adelphi. The critics solidly in favor 
of the Sherwood piece, and “Rome” 
caught on from the start. Gross 
was $18,500, $3,500 below capacity, 
which the management expects to 
hit this week, 

Although Cohan clicked solidly in 
his own show at the Erlanger, his 
farce, “The Baby Cyclone” was not 
so successful at the Broad. A fine 
Saturday showing, between $3,500 
and $4,000, pulled up the week’s 
gross to between $9,000 and $10,- 
000. 

The one flop of the week was 
“Nightstick”’ which closed for 
keeps Saturday night after two 
miserable weeks. Last week's fig- 
ure was nearer $3,000 than $4,000. 

This week has two openings, 
“Within the Law” at the Chestnut, 


and a new comedy, “Bottled in 
Bond,” offered by Herman Gant- 
voort, at the Garrick. The former 


is for a single week only, and the 
latter for a fortnight. 

Next Monday brings three attrac- 
tions to town, “And Howe,” the 
Aarons & Freedley musical, at the 
Chestnut; “The Squall” at the Wal- 
nut and Robert B. Mantell in 
Shakespearean repertoire at the 
Broad, 


Estimates of the Week 


“The Baby Cyclone” (Broad, 24 
week)—Cohan farce well liked, but 
not what was expected in business. 
Grossed around $9,600 on the week. 

“The Desert Song” (Shubert, 24 
week)—Aided by plenty of benefits 
and grossed $27,000. Figured for a 
run. 

“The Merry Malones” (Erlanger, 
3d week)—Led the town last week 
with between $31,000 and $32,000, a 
big gain over first week. 

“The Merchant of Venice” (Wal- 
nut, 2d week)—Arliss pulled his 
usual big following, and_ this 
Shakespearean revival was a sen- 
sational smash with better than 
$22.000. 

“Within the Law” (Chestnut, one 
week only)—Opened Monday with 
fair advance. House dark last week. 
“And Howe” in Monday. 

“Bottled in Bond” (Garrick, Ist 
week)—Brand new comedy opening 
here for two weeks’ stay. “Night- 
stick” a terrific flop getting under 
$4,000 last week, 

“Paris” (Lyric, 24 week)—In first 
week at this house, after five at 
Adelphi, Bordoni show got over 
$22,000, thanks to larger capacity. 
Run indefinite. 

“Road to Rome” (Adeciphi, 24 
week)—-This Jane Cowl vehicle 
opened strongly with $18,500 
elaimed. Also looks set for a run. 


“Vanities’” Road Rights Sold ~ 
Gene Geiger has acquired the 
road rights to the eurrent edition 
of Far! Carroll's “Vanities” for next 


feason, 
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Wednesday, March 28, 1928 


Plays on Broadway 


DIVORCE A LA CARTE 


Farce in three acts by Samuel! Ruskin 
‘(jolding presented at the Biltmore March 
“6 by the Drama Associates, Inc.; Hale 
Hamilton and Regina Wallace featured; 


staged by author. 
eceee-Charles D. Pitt 
Patrick Albert Cross 
trace Horton...ce. Kathleen Lowry 
‘hapman Pell...e.. . Geoffrey Harwood 
Leslie Hale Hamilton 
Cyrilla Maitland...........Regina Wallac e 
anet Furniss McCook.... Diantha Pattison 
Phila George Drury Hart 


Samucl Ruskin Golding is an at- 
orney-playwright. With his latest 
ort “Divorce a la Carte” he is 
uthor and director and also said 
vo be interested in the managerial 
nd. “From a preduction standpoint, 
‘here has been little outlay. The 
‘rm which contributed the single 
setting has a “piece.” 

Mr. Goiding has had four or five 
of his plays produced within the 
past several years, None Clicked 
and the record remains clear with 
“Divorce a la Carte.” It was wril- 
ten as farce but hardly played that 
way. One virtue wus the 10:30 
curtain Monday night. 

The author's theme is 
around tine supposed ease of Mexi- 
can divorce, by Americans. His 
play proceeds wilhout purpose. 
Chat may be relieved by the fact 
that it is farce, but the dialog is of 
quite wnother sert, even though the 
talk at times is humorous. There 
ure laughs but not nearly enough 

hile tue actions of the two leads 
ore unbelievable. 

At the start the home of the Les- 
ie Maidlands is on the verge of di- 
-oree. He is tired of wiiie’s pro- 
vemsity’ to get stewed, piay the 
night clubs and the “Rhapsody in 
blue,” morning, noon and _ night, 
Cyrilla, the wife, has a squawk 
about his playing too much golf, in 
fact he has just spent a week at 
the country club, just golfing, he 
claimed. 

Janet McCook, her girl friend, 
bobs up with a Mexican divorce 
calling for $12,000 alimony, which 
latter feature impressed as phoney. 
Certainly it wasn’t explained how 
she expected to collect it. Janet 
@*t her cap for Philo Buller, divorce 
expert, who is a confirmed bachelor 
to heur him tell it. Philo agrees 
to arrange for a Mexican divorce 
for the Maitlands, but: when he 
leaves, neither principal wantg to 
make the journey, 

So Chapman Pell, a mincing man 
who thinks he loves Cyrilla, agrees 
to go there as Maitland. He gets 
the decree though, in telling it later, 
said the judge couldn’t understand 
why any woman married him any- 
way. 

Then there is Grace, a simpering 
girl who thinks she loves Leslie. 
On the day Pell returns with the 
papers, Cyrilla marries Pell and 
Leslie takes Grace unto himself. 
All four meet in the Park avenue 
home of the Maitlands. The latter 
realize they have made fools of 
themselves and were happier to- 
gether though fighting plenty, than 
hooked to the impossible other 
parties. 

Of course the Maitlands find they 
are still legally bound together. 

Hale Hamiiton and Regina Wal- 
lace play the battling Maitlands 
without real relish. It seemed that 
Geoffrey Harwood, who played Pell, 
gave the best performance. His 
stew bit and explanation of what 
happened in Mexico was productive 
of luughter. Besides he is the type. 

Diantha Pattison, a decorative di- 
voreee, looked seductive as Janet. 
fkathleon Lowry was well cast as 
Grace, Sheelagh Hayes carried her 
dialect as the French maid. George 
Drury Hart, hard-hearted toward 
dames, fell easy. 

“Divorce a la Carte” is a typical 
eut rater. Won't be around long. 

ibee. 
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Behavior of Mrs. Crane 


Eugene W. Parsons production starring 
Margaret Lawrence in Harry Segall's three- 
act play, staged by Bertram Harrison, 
opening March 20 at Erlanger's, New York. 
Stapleton Kent 


Harley 
Edith Givney 
Cicely Prentiss. Phyllis Joyce 
Doris Crane......- Margaret Lawrence 
Isobel E/som 
Miliott Trowbridge 
lord Winchmore..... George Thorpe 
Victor Follansby....... Estranee Millman 
Bruce Joba Marston 


Said to be Harry Segall's first 
production, although a prior play is 
in Al Woods’ possession, its drama- 
turgy discloses technical shortcom- 
ings not unexpected in a novitiate 
author's creation. Whatever idea 
“The Behavior of Mrs. Crane” had, 
it was bungled in the p!aywright’'s 
inadequate treatment, resulting in a 
dreary concoction, replete with talk, 
with little drama and that of very 
thin texture. 

Despite a handsome production 
and a thoroughly capable presenta- 
tion, is is, as a whole, a wasted 
evening. 

a is losing her husband. 
A sophisticated blonde has lured 
him away. The triangle meet on 
most cordial footing in the Crane 
homestead. With considerable Long 
Island gah-gah, is presented the 
wife’s theory that the fundamental 
laws of human-kind would not per- 
mit her epponent in this situation 
to come into her home and take 
away her best furs or her jewels or 
her finery. If such be the ease, why 
not the same procedure for 2 hus- 
band? One does not take things 
without some barter in exchange; 
hence, why not replace Mr. Crane 
with another spouse who is, at least 
just as satisfactory to Mrs. Crone. 

The “other woman” concedes the 
logie of this, as does the husband. 
Both set about introducing a for- 
tune hunting titled Britisher, a Cu- 
ban planter and another eligible 
sugar king as possible contenders 
to husband Mrs. Crane. This un- 
conventional behavior of Mrs. Crane 
produces the desired results. 

Interspersed are some unnatural 
conversational epigrams and inev- 
itable puns on the English lord's 
title. 

The single set is a handsome af- 
fair and the casting has been ex- 
pertly handled, although the ma- 
jority of the members are recog- 
nied from past flop performances. 
Miss Lawrence, after an Austral- 
asian stock engagement, did well, 
and the balance of the support was 
equally satisfying, Walter Connolly 
as the Cuban clicking individually. 
John Marston, as the most eligible 
of the eligibles, was impressive. 
Isobel Elsom, as the cause of Mrs. 
Crane's behavior, is a type open to 
personal impression. 

Eugene W. Parsons, producer, is 
said to be a vice-president of the 
Capehart-Carey advertising agency. 
Associated with him as_ general 
manager is Charles G. Stewart, 
erstwhile g.m. for Rosalie Stewart 
(no relationship). 

Intended as a smart trade produc- 
tion, this one hasn't much of a 
chance either with the Leblangers 
or the carriage trade. Abel. 


Atlanta’s Stock 


Robert Williams and Fred Kohl- 
mar are to join for stock presenta- 
tions at Erlanger’s, Atlanta, start- 
ing April 16. 

The first attraction will be “Ro- 
mance,” with Helen Menken starred. 
Williams is at present appearing in 
“Jimmie’s Woman.” Kohlmar, son 
of Lee Kohlmar, is in the office of 
A. H. Woods, being company man- 
ager of “The Trial of Mary Du- 
gan.” 


PLAYERS IN LEGITIMATE DIRECTORY 


EDNA LEEDOM 


JEANETTE 


MACDONALD 


STARRING IN 
“SUNNY DAYS” 
IMPERIAL, NEW YORK 


MARIE SAXON 


CARE VARIETY, NEW YORK 


| CLAIRE NOLTE 


Feminine Lead 
(Billle Moore) 


“BROADWAY” 


PACIFIC COAST TOUR 
Management JED HARRIS 


BUDDY WATTLES 


LEADING ROLE IN 
“HIT THE DECK” 


MAJESTIC THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 


INDEFINITELY 
CHIC— —ROSE 
YORK and KING 
WITH 


“TAKE THE AIR” 


WALDORF THEATRE, N. Y. 


4 SHOWS OUT 


Four more shows are off Broad- 
way, including two which quietly 
folded up Saturday. 

“The Doctor's Dilemma,” present- 
ed by the Theatre Guild at the Guild, 
will close an engagement of 14 
weeks. The Shaw comedy alter- 
nated with “Marco Millions” for the 
past two months. Business for “Di- 
lemma” was over $14,000 for most 
of the way, dropping to uround $10,- 
000 lately, but showing a good profit. 

“The Wrecker,” presented by Guy 
Bates Post at the Cort, will leave 
after five slim weeks. The English 


THE WRECKER 


Opened Feb. 27. Mantle 
(“News”) feared producer 
“was whipped before he start- 
ed. Anderson (“Journal”) 
found play “childish and un- 
interesting.” That the 
general tenor. 

Variety (Ibee) wrote: “can 
look to little else than cut rates 
and probably not enough rev- 
enue from that direction to 
keep it going longer than a few 
weeks.” 


mystery play averaged around $3,- 
000 weekly, playing last week and 
this by means of guaranteeing the 
theatre. 

“The Buzzard,” independently of- 
fered at the Broadhurst, was taken 
off last Saturday, playing less than 
two weeks. 


THE SCHOOLMASTER 
Opened March 20. Village 
opening did not attract varsity 


reviewers. 


“The Schoolmaster” opened March 
20 at the Provincetown Playhouse 
and was taken off Saturday. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Joe Flynn, advance, Delmar’s 
“Revels.” 
Sidney Smith, ahead, “Countess 


Maritza.” 


Al Spink, advance, “Desert Song.” 

Maurice Greet, back, “Wooden Ki- 
mona.” 

Lee Ryley, advance, “Wings.” 

Frank Perley back, John Montagu 
ahead, “Her Cardboard Lover” 
(Jeanne Eagels). 

Charles McClintoch ahead, Wil- 
liam Franks back, Ethel Barrymore 
show, 

Lee Kugel, advance, “Just Fancy.” 

John Sheehy, back, “Silver Cord.” 


Howard Herrick, advance, Irish 
Players. 
William L. Wilken, ahead, “Oh, 


Kay.” 
Louis Epstein, back, “A Night in 

Spain.” 
Frank Young back, Lester Thomp- 

son ahead, “Two Girls Wanted.” 
George Ashby back, Al Canby ad- 

vance, “Hit the Deck” (Chicago). 
John Peltret ahead, Fred Kramer 

back, “Excess Baggage” (Chicago). 

in Chicago 


Among the company managers in 


the city are William Frank 
with “The Constant Wife,” Lee 
Kugel with “Just Fancy,” A. W. 


Batchelder with “Good News," Al 
Spink with the “Desert Song,” Jack 
“Dad” Sheehan with “The Silver 
Cord,” Gilbert Haskell with “Oh 
Kay!" Morris Green with “Wooden 
Kimono,” Louis Epstein with “A 
Night in Spain,” Frederick Cramer 
with “Excess Baggage,” Norman 
Carroll with Earl Carroll's ‘“Van- 
ities,” C. F. Duff with the “Beggar's 
Opera,” Howard Herrick with the 
Irish Players, and M. J. Weisfeldt 
and John James with “Simba” and 
“The King of Kings” (pictures), re- 
spectively. 

A. W. Batchelder, Al Spink, “Dad” 
Sheehan, Morris Greet and Louis 
Epstein are also press agenting for 
their attractions. Press agents now 
attached to current loop shows are 
Charles McClintock with “The Con- 
stant Wife,” Mrs. Louise Ridings 


with “Just Fancy,” Willie Wilkins 
with “Oh Kay!,” Reltret 
with “Excess Baggage,” Forest 
E. Grossman with the “Vanities,” 


Mrs. Claire Page with “The Beggar’s 
Opera,” and Fred Withey with the 
Irish Players. Frank R. Wilson is 
on publicity for “Simba” and Lee 
Riley is agenting for “The King of 
Kings,” both pictures. . 

Charles Hunt, back with “Satur- 
day’s Children,” will occupy the 
same berth with “The Merchant of 
Venice” (Arliss) going on _ tour. 
Robert Edgar Long has been ap- 
pointed manager for “Saturday’s 
Children.” 

Leon Blumenfeld handling pub- 
licity for Maurice Schwartz’ Yiddish 
Art Theatre Co. 

Maurice Dancer, advance “Afri- 
cana” (Ethel Waters). 

Harry B. Herts ahead and Robert 
Sterling back with Mae West's new 


“Diamond” play. 


NEW YORK 


EATRES 


TH 


New Amsterdam wei, st 
Erlanger, Dillingham & Ziegfeld, M. Dir. 


MARILYN MILLER 


in “ROSALIE” witn 
JACK DONAHUE at $1.00 


DENNIS KING 


in the Musical Version of THE 


3 MUSKETEERS 


CHANIN’S MAJESTIC Pop. Mats. 
West 44 St. Wed. & Sat. 


INCOMPARABLE $1 rom $3.50 


Mats. $1 to $2.50 
SHOW BOA 


Norma Terris, Howard Marsh, 
Eva Puck, Sammy White, 
Helen Morgan, Edna May Oliver and 


pol Ziegfeld Masterpieces —, 


CHARLES WINNINGER 


he David Belasco presents 


ACHELOR 
FATHER 


By Edward Childs Carpenter 
with 


JUNE WALKER, C. AUBREY 
SMITH, GEOFFREY KERR 


Thea., W. 44th St. Eve. 8:30. 
BELASCO wats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:30. 
Evs.8:30 


Thea., 44 St., E. of B’way. 
HUDSON Matinees WED. and SAT, 2:30 


“LIKE A BREATH OF FRESH AIR 
IN THE AMERICAN THEATRE” 


WHISPERING 
FRIENDS 


By GEORGE M. COHAN 


“Blithely blood-curdling.” 
—Herald Tribune. 
HORACE LIVERIGHT Presents 
New York’s Newest Shudder 


DRACULA 


FULTON THEA... West 46th St. 


Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2.30 


VANDERBILT Thea., W. 48th St. Eve. 


8:30 Mts. W. & S., 2:30 

Lew Fields and Lyle D. Andrews Present 

THE MUSICAL COMEDY CLASSIC 
MARK TWAIN’S 


“K Connecticut Yankee” 


Adapted by 
FIELDS, ROGERS and HART 


ARTHUR HOPKINS Presents 


ADGE KENNEDY 
in “PARIS BOUND” 


By Philip Barry 


MUSC 


Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30 


BURLESQUE” 


A Comedy 
7th MONTH 


PLYMOUTH 


Mats. Thursday and Saturday, 2:30 


FREE SOUL 


An Appealing Play, Magnificently 
Acted 


WILLIAM A. BRADY appeariag im leading part 
Theatre Guild Presentsemm= 


fs’ STRANGE INTERLUDE 


JOHN GOLDEN THEA., 58th, E of B’way 


LAST 1 The Doctor’s Dilemma 


THEA., W. 624. E 8:30 
GUILU Mats. Thur. & Sat, 2:30 


| Week Apr. 3: “Mareo Millions” 


Jed Harris Production 
THE 


FAMILY 


W. 42d St. Evs. 8:30 
SELWYN mits. Wea. & St. 2:30 


Matinee Easter Monday. April 9 


9G Th. B’y & 53 St. 
Tel. Columbus 8380 
Arthur Hammerstein’s Musical Piay 


“GOLDEN 


with A BRILLIANT C 
Libretto by OTTO HARBACH and 
OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN, 2nd 
Music by EMMERICH KALMAN and 
HERBERT STOTHART 


THE SHANNONS 


OF BROADWAY 


with JAMES and LUCILE GLEASON 


MARTIN BECK Theatre ii. 


Eves. 8:30. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30 


. Thea., W. 45 St. E 8:30 
LYCEUM Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:30 


GILBERT MILLER Presents 


By Roland Pertwee and Harold Dearden 
48th St.. East of RB’ 


‘THE QUEEN’S HUSBAND’ 


A New Comedy by Robert E. Sherwood 
Author of ‘The Road to Rome” 


with ROLAND YOUNG 


“‘Immensely engaging play.’’—Woollcott, World. 


INA CLAIRE 


in “OUR BETTERS,” with 
CONSTANCE COLLIER 
HENRY MILLER’S 124, st, 


WILLIAM FOX Presents 


SUNRISE 


with Symphonic Movietone Accompanimeat 
An F. W. Murnau Production 
Featuring 
JANET GAYNOR & GEO. O'BRIEN 
Alse Fox Movietone 
Thea,, 42d St., W. ‘way 
Times Square Twice Dally, 2:30 & 8:30. 


All Seats Reserved 


$2,000,000 Spectacle of Emotion and 


Excitement 
NCLE FINAL WEEKS 
TOM’S CENTRAL 
St. Twice Daily, 
2:30-8:30. Sun. and 

Trot: Mats. at 38. 

LON CHANEY in 
The Big City 

A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 

A Borts Petroff Production 
| “ON PARADE,” Cast of 80 
WALT ROSENER and the Cap- 


Thea., B'way & 4 
Picture 
itolians, Albertina Rasch Girls 


16 Dancing Cadets, Singing 
Ensemble of 25 
APITOL 

5ist St. 


in “The Jazz Singer® 
with May McAvoy 

Warner Oland and 
Cantor Rosenblatt 


STAG 
Direction of 

“Kol Niore,” with Harold Van Duzer 
Roxy Chorus, Ramp Au Jazz, Roxy Bale 


let Corps, Roxyettes, Medley 
Jolson Hite 


S MARK 

Bway at 47th St. 
Doors Open Daily at 11 A. M. 
All Seats to Noon....... 35c 


Richard BARTHELMESS 
in “THE NOOSE” 


Mark Strand Symphony Orchestra 
Extra Performance Nightly at 11:30 


PORGY 


WEEKS 


EXTRA MATINEER FRIDAY 
Benefit Actors’ Fund—Seats Now 


REPUBLIC 


JOE COOK 


“RAIN OR SHINE” 


COHAN 


SEE and HEAR 
Dolores Costello 


Warner Broa 
Vitaphone 
Talking Picture 


TENDERLOIN 
Nagel 
Twice Daily—2Z:46 and 8:45 


Warner Theatre—P'way at 52d &S&. 


— 
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Plays Out of Town 


A SINGLE MAN 


Los Angeles, March 23. 


en years ago, according to 
or prosrain at the Vine Street the- 
atre, four young people had a vision. 
The four young people were Edward 
erett Horton, Maude Fulton, Ben 
Kutcher and D. Horton, the 
quartette now controlling the des- 
tinies of said theatre, The vision, 
the program goes on to say, has 
been realized by the establishment 
of a repertory theatre with Edward 
Horton as star and Miss Fulton as 

ctor. 

One first production is “A Single 
Man,” by Hubert Henry Davies. 
Just why they chose as their open- 
jng bill a play that was written in 
1910 and which even at that time 
was not regarded as important, is 
a mystery that will doubtless re- 
goain unsolved. Davies, dead since 
1917, was a good playwright; “Out- 
east” and “The Mollusc” were 
among his works, but “A Single 
Man” is decidedly in his lesser 
manner. It is a commonplace little 
comedy with a theme that was well 
worn even 17 years ago, built on a 
formula and departing from that 
formula not once during the entire 
evening. 

It is about the middle aged novel- 
jst who succumbs to the lure of 
spring and thinks he has fallen in 
Jove with the pretty little flapper 
next door, when all the time it is 
his faithful and adoring secretary 
he really loves. Horton is Robin 
Worthington, the novelist, and 
Maude Fulton is Miss Hazeltine, the 
secretary. All the other’ stock 
figures of this type slrow are pres- 
ent—the coy ingenue, all curls, or- 

ndie and playfullness; the design- 
ng mamma; the scheming vamp 
who wants the hero; the happily 
married brother and sister-in-law, 
and of course the old family retainer 
who gets discreetly drunk on the 
marster’s champagne. After the 
curtain has been up five minutes 
any member of the audience above 
the age of seven should be able to 
predict what’s going to happen. 

The play originally was set in the 
country outside London—Davies was 
English—but for present purposes 
has been transplanted to Long 
Island, with some slight consequent 
awkwardness. 

For the acting, Horton is an 
agreeable comedian, suave, quite 
charming, and possessed of more 
talent than this piece requires of 
him. He manages to make the fellow 
geem real. From the rest of the 
east, with the exception of Mitchell 
Harris, as his brother, and Anne 
Lockhart, as the bibulous house- 


MADELYN KILLEEN 


“VARIETY,” in reviewing last 
week's show at the Branford 
Theatre, Newark, said: “Next 
comes Madelyn Killeen, last 
week’s riot, held over and billed 
at the top. This girl is the best 
dancing comedienne we havo ever 
seen. She has class, a real sense 
of comic values, and can both 
dance and sing. She completely 
stopped the show. A sure bet for 
musical comedy.” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 BROADWAY 
Bryant 5474-5475 


keeper, he gets little assistance. 
Maude Fulton, director, should not 
have cast Maude Fulton, actress, as 
the secretary. Miss Fulton is a 
comedienne—she should never be 
brave and wistful. Rest of the com- 
pany give stock performances of 
stock characters, There is an at- 
tractive but not sensational set by 
Ben Kutcher. An inexcusably un- 
professional trick is the introduc- 
tion of soft music from the orches- 
tra pit as the novelist and the sec- 
retary clinch in the big scene. 

For the sake of the record it must 
be added that the capacity first 
night audience hugged play and ac- 
tors rapturously to its collective 
bosom. 


JUNGLE FEVER 


Cleveland, March 23. 

Phyllys Paige and Chelle Janis, 
described as musical comedy danc- 
ers and reported by others to be 
stenographers, one employed by 
Horace Liveright, the other by a 
theatrical firm, did not do so well 
with their first production, “Jungle 
Fever,” which had its premiere at 
the Colonial last week, 

The piece is said to have been 
popular in England for three years, 
but that may be an exaggeration. 

It is hooey in the Elinor Glyn 
style, about an Englishwoman who 
finds herself in a lonely Borneo 
shack with a dunken white man and 
a scholarly, God-awfully virtuous 
Indian prince. 

The white man insults her, or she 
figures it out that way, and slaps 
his face. But before long what is 
described as the fever bird nips her. 
In other words, tropical night 
warms her blood. She plants her- 
self on a couch and begs for the at- 
tention of the Oxford Indian. 

He loves her, it seems, too much 
for that, and holds out with quaint 
Indian chivalry. The next day she 
feels different about it, and leaves 
bad Borneo for the sweet security 
of England. 

This extremely hectic tale is told 
with a considerable zoological ac- 
companiment. Great snakes peer 
through the chinks, and a character 
is killed by one, though there is a 
case of whisky in the cabin. 

An orang outang enters and is at 
the point of carrying off the heroine 
when the Indian shoots the animal. 
Outside the fever birds make moan. 

It is amateurishly written, or, 
rather, amateurishly over-written. 
Nothing for a first-class theatre, 


A MAN’S MAN 
Associate Players (stock) in comedy- 


drama by Patrick Kearney; staged by 
William Jule. At National, Chicago, week 


March 11, 

TUttle. Frances Jean Robertson 
Hazel Williams.......... Florence Ravenel 
Melville Tuttle......... .-Perry Crandall 
S. Barret Blackstone... ..- Frank B. Seay 
ee William Jule 
Mabe! Plant...... Mildred June 
Marjorie Tuttle. Polly Osgood 
Brown. »»-Courtney Campbell 


Associate Players, Inc., have been 
lodged in the National, small neigh- 
borhood house, for 41 weeks. They 
are the only representatives of 
drama south of the loop, holding 
fourth in a district where “Light- 
nin’” and “The Old Soak” may be 
presented as the ultimate in play- 
wrighting. 

Main floor tickets sell for 75c 
evenings, but by clipping a coupon 
from the “Southtown Economist,” 
local weekly, one may get three for 
the price of two. 

“A Man’s Man” is extensively 
billed in the neighborhood as a 
“Broadway Shocker,” a “sizzler’ and 
“a spade as a spade.” It is not re- 


called as having appeared on 
Broadway. Patrick Kearney, the 
author, dramatized “An American 
Tragedy.” 


A wife married one year to a $30 
clerk gets annoyed at it all and 
breaks out with picture ambitions. 
Hubby has a five-foot shelf and 
several correspondence courses tv 
his credit; loyal, ambitious chump. 

On the night of their wedding an- 
niversary he stages a party and in- 
vites a slicker from the Wonder 
Film Co., who is going to get him 
into the Elks. The big film man 
likes his friend's wife. He even- 
tually makes a bargain with her 
whereby she will give him all the 
loving he needs in exchange for be- 
ing railroaded into pictures. 

Hubby comes home one night, and 
laughingly tells the wife he hears 


SENSATIONAL GIRL 


HAVE BEAUTIFUL 


1560 BROADWAY 


WANTED 


FOR BROADWAY MUSICAL COMEDY 


TO PLAY PART, MUST BE YOUNG, 


SEE 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


SPECIALTY DANCER 


FIGURE AND FACE 


BRYANT 5474 - 5475 


that his film friend is kidding a 
married dame along about getting 
her into pictures, which is pretty 
hot, considering the guy is a ship- 
ping clerk for the Wonder Co. Later 
the fellow blows in and demands 
another payment from hubby for 
the Elks’ initiation fee. Unable to 
get it, he turns sore and admits 
he’s been pocketing the previous 
payments; also he brags he's been 
playing around with the wife. 

Hubby tries to kill the slicker, 
but is beaten up in the attempt. 
He decides to walk out on his wife, 
but finally realizes he’s too much 
of a chump to even do that. It ends 
with the husband planning to have 
a son and put him through college 
as realization of his own ambitions, 
and the wife planning a stage career 
for a contemplated daughter. 

Acted with the customery ability 
of week-to-week stock players, this 
“sizzler” had the house constantly 
roaring with laughter. That wasn't 
the idea at times but as long as 
there’s some reaction, no squawk. 
Living room of an apartment only 
set and a strong recommendation 
for it. 

Perey Crandall, as the husband 
converted most of his drama into 
comedy, but realized a local hit. 
Charlie Groff, the slicker, - seems 
the most seasonal player, and Fran- 
ces Jean Robertson, the wife, is a 
capable stock actress. Others were 
sufficient. 

Horace Sistare is manager of the 
company. He knows how to eet hy 
on the minimum. Loop. 


Straight Thru the Door 


Chicago, March 19. 
Lee Shubert presents Wm. Hodge in a 
three-act comedy mystery written and 
staged by Hodge. At the Princess, Chicago, 
March 19. 


Thomas..... 00060000640 Wm. Hodge 
Anna Gilmore 
Mrs. Thomas...... 9060060600506 Caro] Perrin 
John Witherspoon...........Edward Copper 
Martin Rollins..... Cullen 
Amy Thomas....... eee+eeFay Ball 
Abby Thomas........ March 
Eugene Thomas, Jr.... -»-Paul Jacchia 


Wm. Hodge has another comedy of 
good road show quality. Just mod- 
erate for metropolitan appeal. Its 
chances of sticking here for a short 
run are helped by a $2.75 top. 

The veteran road actor has writ- 
ten an appealing part for himself. 
Story is of an actor who moves into 
a home with his wife and children 
before it is completed. First act 
deals heavily in comedy, showing 
the predicaments and difficulties en- 
countered by the family and those 
doing construction, A femme interior 
decorator is on the make for Hodge, 
and the architect is after Hodge’s 
wife. When a contractor brings up 
the affair between the actor's wife 
and the architect Hodge, in the 
presence of witnesses, threatens 
murder if the contractor ever men- 
tions it again. Mysterious murder 
of the contractor at the end of the 
first act starts the who-did-it angle. 

Hodge is accused but finally proves 


it was the architect. Reason: the 
contractor wanted to have Hodge 
found guilty, thus making his con- 
quest of the actor's wife easier. A 


comedy, and with 
laughs up in the seeond act. 

Third act solves the mystery and 
finishes with reconciliation of the 
actor and his wife. Hodge never 
lets the theme become serious, re- 
lieving all otherwise heavy spots 
with a cynically humorous line of 
comment. He's a natural in his part 
and consistently effective. 

Carol Perrin, the wife, has little 
to do but is all right. Helen Gil- 
more, as the interior decorator, was 


outstanding, and Edward Copper 
just fair as the architect. Others 


were sutflicient for this type of pro- 
duction. 

The $2.75 
business, 


should induce 


Loop, 


(Continued from page 51) 


Upstairs sales solid and but few 
empty seats on lower floor at all 
performances, rattling off upward 
of $20,000, stronger than picked 
when booked. Has made. several 


big splurges in newspaper ad copy. 
“Excess Baggage” (Garrick, 5th 

week). Has clicked beyond question, 

racing ahead of the Broadway busi- 


ness and figures to last at high 
mark until Memorial Day. Arrayed 
jin expense to muke a_ substantial 


|clean-up, With nething in sight to 
|disturb the averuge $15,000, if not 
little higher, weekly gross. 

“Good News” (Selwyn, 6th week) 
—Another solid capacity week, with 
advance sales holding strong. 
Thursday matinee, only performance 
that went slow at start, now a sell- 
out, giving the full week’s gross just 
over $28,000. Specs’ situation 
straightening itself out. 


“Wooden Kimono” (Cort, 7th 
week). Keeps pegging along at an 
average $9,000, showing only varia- 
tion in the early part of week. Mati- 
nees could be stronger. 

“The Constant Wife” (Harris, 14th 
week)—Nothing seems to be able to 
stop the downward trend, only mak- 
ing sure that the engagement was 
unwisely stretched out. Will stick 
until Easter when Mary Boland's 
new play comes. Didn’t figure 
stronger chan $11,500. 

“Desert Song” (Great Northern, 
30th week) — Taking downward 
leaps, but can be considered excel- 
lent at $18,090, and has plenty of 
records behind it. 

“The Letter” (Olympic, 3d week) 
—Moving slowly and seems to have 
its only draw in the star’s (Kath- 
rine Cornell) local following, which 
is good enourh fer $11,000. 

“Straight Thru the Door” (Prin- 


cess, 2a week) — Nothing spirited 
;about the sales. Opening night 
heavy “paper” audience. Hard to 


figure stronger than $8,000. 

“Diplomacy” (Blackstone, 2d and 
final week)—Looks as if $60,000 total 
frross will be secured if not trifle 
higher. Sealed hich, with $4.40 seats 
also in baleony. Hotels cleaning up 
on this one. 


sap detective is brought in for extra | 
Hodge holds the! 


| 


| 


some | 


Shuberts’ Brief on 
Divisibility Copyright 


Wushington, March 27, 
Following the meeting of the 
legitimate managers set to express 


their opposition to the Vestal divisie 
bility copyright bill, a meeting dur- 
ing which the original position was 
reversed, a scheduled hearing be- 
fore the House Patents Commmittee 
here was cancelled. 

Those responsible for the request 
to the committee for the hearing 
failed to advise that sama com- 
mittee of their desire to call off the 
proceedings. The body met with no 
witnesses present. 

Lee Shubert has since filed a 
brief prepared by his legal counsel. 
A hearing on the American Society 
bill to repeal the mechanical repro- 
duction clause including the two- 
eent royalty is scheduled for 
Tuesday, April 3. 


REALTOR’S STOCK FLIER 
Dan A. Kundle, Newark, N. J., 
real estate man, has taken over the 
Washburn, Chester, Pa., on a five 
year lease and is installing a stock 
company, 


“GOOD 
NEWS” 


at the 
SELWYN 
THEATRE 
CHICAGO 


ABE 


LYMAN 


and His 


Brunswick 


Recording Orchestra 


such act. 


ET AL. 


1914 and July 3, 


1926. 


Dated: New York, N. Y., 
March 23, 1928. 


(Signed) David Belasco 
isimed) Edward Childs Carpenter 


NOTICE 


All persons, firms and corporations in the amusement 
business are hereby notified that any attempt to utilize any 
scene possessing literary quality or novelty or any of the 
dramatic incidents of the play “THE BACHELOR 
FATHER,” in motion pictures or otherwise, whether in 
combination with other stories or scenarios utilized in 
motion pictures or otherwise will be fully prosecuted for 


Notice of the right to protect such aforesaid scenes and 
dramatic incidents is hereby given by reference to the 
decision of the Circuit Court of Appeals of the United 
States, Second Circuit, decided January 13, 1914, in the 
case of CHAPPELL & CO., LTD., ET AL. vs. FIELDS 


Further notice is hereby given of the rights and remedies 
contained in the Copyright Law of the United States of 
America, being the Act of March 4, 1909, as amended by 
the Acts of August 24, 1912, March 12, 1913, March 28, 
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Radio Rambles 


By Abel 


From Toronto 


From qa Toronto station the Tip 
Top Tailors were strutting their 
stuff ‘way past midnight Monday 


with a well-balanced variety pro- 
gram. A novelty stunt to fetch re- 
turns from the provinces is the 
offer of a free pair of pants to the 
first wire or telephone call received 
from the respective provinces. 
Numbers are dedicated to each 
province, and it is only after the 
title and territory are announced 
that aspirants to a free pair of 
breeches can start the wires burn- 
ing. 

Not only serving the purpose of 
maintaining circulation interest in 
this wise, the stunt must keep 
plenty of Canadians up late. 

The Tip Top Tailors are Canadian 
chain store outfitters, from an- 
nouncement. 


Village Nuts 

The accordion seems to be a 
popular late-hour broadcasting in- 
strument, probably as the nearest 
approach to full orchestral trans- 
mission, i. e., with the exception of 
phonograph recordings. Not only 
on the Tip Top program, but from 
WMSG and through WAAT, where 
the Nut Club of the Grove St. 
Restaurant in Greenwich Village 
makes whoopee, were the accor- 
dions heard. 

That Nut Club is well named. 
You can hear those kids in the Vil- 
lage hideaway cutting up until 2 
a. m., when the broadcast ceases. 

It seems the talent is impromptu 
and al fresco. The whole gang 
joins in for vocal choruses, and the 
laughter and merriment is clearly 
heard as the undertone accompany- 
ing whatever is being sent out. 

That Nut Club and WAAT, the 
Jersey station’s manner of pacing 


A CHOP HOUSE 
(F EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East of Broadway 


Song Writers 


“The Greatest Book of Its Kind’ 
Inside Stuff on 


How to Write 
Popular Songs 


By ABEL GREEN 
Music Editor. “Variety” 


With an Introduction by 
PAUL WHITEMAN. 


PRICE, 75c 


u 


Re 


it, exceeds the torridity of WHN in 
its palmiest days. 


Double Friday Night 

WGBS took on the Newspaper 
Women's Ball at the Ritz-Carlton, 
New York, Friday night and, from 
the station's viewpoint, handled it 
very well. However, the flowing 
tones of the feminine voices into the 
microphone carried the same _ in- 
tonations always reminiscent of 
girls telling bedtime  stories—a 
little of it goes a long way. From 
the radio standpoint, highlight of 
the broadcast was the quality of 
dance musie Markel’s orchestra was 
dispensing. 
. The same night and during the 
same hours WMCA was taking care 
ot the Paramount ball at the Astor. 
More action than at the Ritz, with 
various masters of ceremonies in- 
troducing the acts for the stage 
show. Notably Joe Laurie, Jr., and 
Jim Barton. Latter educated the 
listeners-in that he hus a voice and 
can sel] a pop song with the best 
of ‘em. 


Judge Hartman’s Benefit 


As Arnold Johnson and his smart 
dansapation from the Park Central 
were winding up through WEAF 
the rousing applause at the Israel 
Orphan Asylum’s benefit at Madi- 
son Square Garden percolated 
throygh the receiver via WHN. 

Judge Gustave Hartman assem- 
bled a truly unusual show, and 
while his wisdom for future annual 
benefit in broadcasting the func- 
tion is open to question, no question 
but that it was a whale of an en- 
tertainment. The talent played like 
a Who, and. everything 
clicked, although Jack Osterman 
had to get a “hell” over and Jack 
Pearl pulled one that wasn't so 
forte for microphonic transmission. 


Dealer Likes Himself 


Harold E. Sugarman, Hoboken 
Victor dealer, plugs himself in 
grandiose manner through broad- 
casting via WAAT Orthophonic 
Victor recordings of symphony 
waltzes. To one tuning in in the 
midst of it, the symphonic beauty 
of the radiocast orchestra com- 
mands utmost respect and fullest 
attention, and not until the end of 
it all is one apprised it’s a broad- 
casting of “canned” music, so glib 
has been the manner of presenta- 
tion. Presumably this information 
is announced at the start of the 
Sugarman hour or half hour. 


A Sorry Broadcast 

One of the sorriest broadcasts 
was the Actors’ Fund of America 
benefit show via WJZ Sunday even- 
ing. So poor was the prepared pro- 
gram that the National Broadcast- 
ing Co., in anticipation of some dire 
result, had an alternate program in 
readiness. 

Whether it was the sequences of 
talent, or the microphonic trans- 
mission, the results would have been 
happier had the show been aired 
from a theatre stage simultaneous 
with performing to an audience 


The NBC donated the facilities 
jand an orchestra, and the Eskimo 
|Pie Corp. paid the Actors’ Fund 
$10,000 in return for which the 
i“name” talent such as Mrs. Fiske, 
Laurette Taylor, Eva Le Gallienne 


jand others contributed their serv- 
lices gratis. 

Stanley Howe, a promoter, 
dled the show. 

From WAAT, Lou Stebner, as- 
isisted by Phyllis Carroll at the 
| Piano, clicked with character song 
| interpretations. Stebner goes in 
for tear jerkers and suggests re- 
cording and stage potentialities. 


Week-End Stuff 
Week-end dansapation of note in- 


han- 


OLYMPIA 


LOEW'S 42nd STREET THEATR 
BLENHEIM THEATRE 


116 WEST BROADWAY 


(A Beautiful Waltz That’s Different) 


THE SAME THING ALL 


Now Being Featured at the 


107th STREET and BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


—ALSO AT— 


Specia! Feature by IRENE JUNO, Organist of 
the Washington, D. C., College of Music, on the 
Wurlitzer, Station WTFF, April 11, at 10:30 P. M. 


Published by 
MAURICE HELFAND CO. 


THEATRE 


E BOSTON ROAD THEATRE 
RITZ THEATRE 


- NEW YORK CITY 


Ending Discrimination 


The long nursed grievances 
against a recording executive 
of the National Broadcasting 
Co. are coming to a _ head 
through the concentrated com- 
plaints against this program 
oflicial’s alleged discrimination 
and strong prejudices. 

These have interfered with 
future bookings by some of 
radio's best known favorites, 
whose standing antedates the 
regime of this radio executive. 

A transfer of this official to 
another department is impend- 
ing. 


590 STATIONS FOR 
ALL U. S. UNDER LAW 


Radio Bill Goes to Coolidge for 
Signature—Will Silence 
130 Stations 


Washington, March 27. 


‘The bill, and conference report, 
continuing the radio commission 
passed the Senate and is now await- 
ing the signature of President Cool- 
idge to make it law. 

Broadcasters, particularly of com- 
mercial entertainment stations, have 
fought the bill throughout the ses- 
sion, claiming the allocation of 
wave lengths under a state and pop- 
ulation policy would ruin them. 
These interests are credited with 
the added provision which makes it 
possible for another section to be 
assigned a wave length if no ap- 
plication ig received from the right- 
ful sector. 

Bill as finally adopted continues 
the commission for one year from 
March 14 last with a proviso that 
at the end of the period the com- 
missioners all shall cease to serve 
and that a new group shall be ap- 
pointed to act as a part-time body 
to settle disputes the Department 
of Commerce, which will then take 
control, cannot iron out. 

Licenses for entertainment sta- 
tions are arbitrarily set for three 
months only. 

If President Coolidge follows his 
usual procedure he wiil take no 
action on the bill before receiving 
a report from the Department of 
Cominerce and the Radio Commis- 
sion. 

Commissioner Caldwell was 
charged with working against the 
bill in Congress by Senator Dill. 

Mr. Caldwell is quoted as stating 
before the passage of the bill that 
its enactment will mean the sileno- 
ing of more than 100 stations and 
that under the law not more than 
550 stations can ever be licensed, 
whereas there are now 680 broad- 
casters on the air. New law is de- 
scribed as limiting 110 stations to 
each of the five zones, with the 
total power for all stations in one 
zone held to 100,000 watts. 


clude Mel Craig and his Spanish 
Grillers from the Spanish Grill of 
the Leverich Towers Hotel, Brook- 
lyn (by the third or fourth an- 
nouncement one begins to suspect 
that Mel Craig and his Spanish 
Grillers hold forth in a Spanish 


Grill). The hotel’s own WLTH 
labels itself “the voice of Brook- 
lyn.” 

Al Lynn, from a Chinese res- 
taurant in Brooklyn, through 
WAKBC, featured a pleasing waltz 
medley including “Sweetheart of 


bert classics. 

From WLTH, the Southampton 
Orchestra; Duke Yellman via 
WMCA; Billy Wynne from the 
Moulin Rouge, Brooklyn, through 
WLTH, and the Rainbow Inn Or- 
;chestra on WMCA also clicked. 


; Al Duke, on WPCH, did a Scotch 
ditty closing with a hotter pop 
specialty to  self-accompaniment. 
Earlier in the day, WABC trans- 
mitted the musical program of the 
Colony theatre, and the Jospe 
Woodwind Ensemble, distinguished 
musical feature of WJZ, were heard 
to good effect. The Emerson Ef- 
fervescents on the Columbia net- 
work also scored with their varied 
program, 


NTG’S ANNOUNCING WAY 


nouncing by N. T. G. over 
WHIN heard the other evening. 

“I'm going to do 15 minutes 
of Kipling recitations, whether 
you like it or not.” 


| 
| The following style of an- 
| 


Sigma Chi” and some Victor Her- | 


2ND NATIONAL RADIO 
CONTEST FOR AMATEURS 


The second national] radio audi- 
tion competition for amateur sing- 
ers sponsored by the Atwater Kent 
Foundation of Philadelphia gets 
under way in late summer with the 
inception of thé local competitions, 
to be followed by state contests in 
October, district auditions in No- 
vember and the finals in New York 
in December. 

The district divisions mumber 
five, centered in New York, Chi- 
cago, Atlanta. Dallas and San 
Francisco, embracing the relative 
territories adjacent. 

A total of $17,000 in cash awards 
and free tuitions to the successful 
contestants are the prizes, the first 
being $5,000 and two years’ tuition 
and a gold decoration; second, 
$2,060 and one year’s musical tui- 


tion; third prize, $1,600 and one 
year; fourth and fifth, $500 and 
$250. 


The winners of last December's 
finals were signed by Arthur Ham- 
merstein for his “Golden Dawn” 
operetta. 

Atwater Keyt is a radio manu- 
facturer and _ philanthropist who 
endows funds for musical advance- 
ment, 


Radio Showman for Shows 


Under the impression that the 
public is surfeited with music on 
the radio, the J. H. Cross advertis- 
ing agency, which handles “Col- 
lier’s,” “True Stories,” ‘Woman's 
Home Companion” and “American 
Magazine” on the air, through a 
special radio showman, is concen- 
trating on that type of program. 
William M. Sweet, formerly of the 
Washington “Times” and “Herald” 
and U. P.’s London correspondent 
for a time, heads that department. 

The periodicals, along with the 
Soconyans and the Eveready Hour, 
are the sole talking feature among 
the radio commercials. The N. B. C. 
has three “sustaining” programs 
that are talkers, such as Great Mo- 
ments in History, the O. Henry and 
Biblical dramatizations. 

The Cross agency, through Sweet, 
states it has been attracting Broad- 
way professionals to the microphone 
for this form of radio presentation. 


Bankers’ Hour 


Halsey, Stuart & Co. take to 
radio for a banking investment ex- 
ploitation campaign starting in 
April on the National Broadcasting 
Co. system. 

Halsey, Stuart & Co. Hour will 
ballyhoo its investment service, but 
will not directly endeavor to plug 
any definite stocks or bonds. 


LONDON—PARIS—BRUXELLES 
MADRID—BERLIN—GENEVA—LUGANO 
BEACH—NEW YORK 


HARL SMITH’S 
Lido Venice Orchestra 


A PAUL SPECHT UNIT 
Nothing “sweeter” in Dance Music 


j Now at BLOSSOM HEATH 
| St. Claire Shores, Detroit, Mich. 


WEBH, CHICAGO 
BOOTLEGGING 
MUSIC 


Hearst-Controlled Station 
Using Anonymous Bands 
Under Remote Control 


Chicago, March 27, 

Unable to broadcast local dance 
music, station WEBH, operated 
jointly by the “Herald Examiner" 
and Edgewater Beach hotel, has 
been using “ghost” dance programs 
originating in New York and clip- 
ping any announcement identifying 
them as eastern programs. 

WEBH is on the Chicago Federa- 
tion of Musicians’ unfair list, hav- 
ing refused to employ a 10-piece 
orchestra for exclusive studio 
broadcasting. Any station in Chi- 
cago broadcasting music from. a 
local theatre, ballroom or cafe must 
have an additional studio band on 
the payroll. 

Only two major stations refused 
to hire studio musicians—WEBH 
and KYW, both partially controlled 
by Hearst papers. Neither has been 
broadcasting local dance music. 

Announcement accompanying the 
WEBH “ghést” music is as follows: 
“The ‘Herald Examiner’ presents 
some dance music from WEBH, 
Edgewater Beach hotel station, Chi- 
cago.” Name of the orchestra or its 
location is not revealed before or 
after the program, but it was recog- 
nized as the B. A. Rolfe orchestra 
broadcasting over the NBC chain 
from New York. 

James J. Petrillo, president of the 
Chicago Federation of Musicians, 
étated immediate action will be 
taken to stop this anonymous music. 
The present union ruling does clas- 
sify chain broadcasting as remote 
control, but was formed under the 
assumption all chain programs 
would be identified as such. 
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Uses Exclusively 
BACON and DAY 
“SILVER BELL” 


BANJOS 


Olympia Theatre 
Boston, Mass., Week of March 26 


Illus. 48-Page Catalog—FREE 


The Bacon Banjo Co., Inc. 
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IMMEDIATELY 
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WORLD’S WONDER DANCERS 


AFTER OUR SENSATIONAL SUCCESS AT KIT CAT CLUB, 
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ON THE RIVIERA, WITH OTHER EUROPEAN ENGAGEMENTS TO FOLLOW 
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After Publishing Combination 


The Walter Douglass music publishing enterprise is in the wind again. 
If a famous hit composer can be influenced to affix his Johnhenry, the 
organization is practically set to include an equally famed lyric writer 
and a well-known professional manager in the new combination. 


Jack Hylton’s Loyal Leader 


It was through Ray Starita, a Boston boy and Jack Hylton’s orchestra 
leader at the Hotel Piccadilly, London, that Hylton discovered an at- 


tempt had been made to cop his band. 


That came out in the slander 


action .iylton brought against Edward Harris, the Piccadilly’s board 


chairman, as previously reported in Variety. 


Hylton was awarded $250 


damages with cost, and permission for Harris to appeal was denied 


the English high court. 


Hylton had furnished the Picadilly with the band. At the trial Harris 


alleged Hylton had threatened to 
Hylton denied. 


withdraw it without notice. This 


When the directors of the hotel sent for Starita, they attempted to 
induce him to secede from Hylton, and it is was testified that Harris 


then said of Hylton: 
. “He has been deceiving you. 


He is not honest and we can prove it.” 


It was upon that statement Hylton started his slander action, an- 
nouncing he did not care for the money damage but wanted vindication. 
Starita is working in London by virtue of a Labor Permit procured 


for him by Hylton. 


Several Song Writing Manuals 


A flock of songwriting manuals is flooding the market, close on the 
heels of Robbins Music Corporation’s publication of their “Inside Stuff 
on How to Write Popular Songs” by Abel Green. 

Berlin, Inc., is publishing a book on “How I Write a Popular Song,” 


by Irving Berlin, with the aid of a ghost writer. 


De Sylva, Brown & 


Henderson, under the title Debrohen Co., has issued a similar themed 
manual as a mail-order venture under Danny Winkler’s direction, the 
music executive making it a personal proposition on his own. 

Jack Mills, Inc., through its subsidiary, Gotham Music Service, is is- 
suing “The Art of Song Writing” by Al Dubin, songsmith who conducted 


a mail order song instruction school. 


for publication of folio form. 


His “lessons” are being assembled 


Albert’s Cute Theatre in Sydney 


Replete with every detail and appurtenance of a commercial cinema 
palace, the 45-seat Boomerang playhouse, a drawing room type picture 


theatre, 


in the home of Alex Albert of the Frank Albert Co., 


Aus- 


tralian music publishers, opened recently at the Albert palace in Sydney. 
“Sunrise” was the opening feature, the music publisher printing up a 
special program for the occasion, attended by Australian picture men. 


The Boomerang harmonica is an Antipodes standard, 


founded by 


Frank Albert, hence the name of the private auditorium which is 


equipped with a complete miniature stage, 


two C. & W. projection 


machines, a dimmer system rivaled only by the big St. James’ theatre in 
Sydney, and a complete lighting system, 

Albert, Australian agent for practically every American music pub- 
lisher of importance, built his miniature playhouse beneath the great 


Spanish hacienda on the harbor-front of the Albert home. 
regards his little theatre with fonder favor than the three 


Albert now 
specially 


designed Rolls-Royces and two speedboats which have been his hobbies. 


Classical Organist in “Who’s Who” 


Bill Bennett, solo organist at the Lubliner & Trinz Belpark, Chicago, 
is one of the few local organists sticking to classical music and clicking 


with it. 
Music.” 


Bennett was listed in the last compilation of ‘““Who’s Who in 


German Disk Exports 
Jumped 65 Pct. Last Year 


Washington, March 27. 

Value of Germany’s exports of 
phonograph disks jumped 65 per 
cent in 1927 over the preceding 
year, reports Commercial Attache 
F. W. Allport, Berlin, to the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Value in 1926 was close to 5,855,- 
000 marks with jump fdr 1927 re- 
corded at 9,765,000 marks. (Mark 
is worth $0.23). Number of records 
German made totaled 7,120,759 for 
1927 as against 4,261,446 for 1926. 

Though widely_sold throughout 
Europe few reach the U. S., adds 
the report. 


Silton’s Prize Slogan 


Los Angeles, March 27. 

Eddie Silton, Hollywood picture 
agent, carried off first prize, baby 
grand piano, for supplying the best 
slogan in the Huston Ray-Pantages 
theatre music contest. 

Silton’s epigram was “Music is 
healing, inspiring—a good food for 
my soul—music helps me to live a 
greater life.” 

A local music company donated 
the piano. 


Feist’s New Prof. Address 


Feist’s has “>-ased 9,000 square 
feet of floor space for its new pro- 
fessional studios at 50th stree+ and 
Broadway, on the southwest corner. 
It is a new structure now being 
remodeled, Feist taking possession 
Oct. 1. 

The Feist business offices remain 
downtown at 235 West 40th street 
in the Feist building as heretofore. 
Larger quarters have become nec- 
*sasry for the professicnal offices. 


Organ and Violins 
Chicago, March 27. 

As a musical feature of the Chi- 
“aso premiere of Mary Pickford’s 
‘My Best Girl” at the United Artists 
theatre, Henry Francis Parks play- 
€d an organ solo with three violin 
accompanists grouped about the 
onsole, 


Civic Maestro Resigns 


Baltimore, March 27. 

Frederick R. Huber, Municipal Di- 
rector of Music since the creation 
of that department by the City of 
Baltimore ten years ago, has re- 
signed, effective April 21st. 

Baltimore under Huber was a 
pioneer in the establishment and 
development of municipally con- 
trolled musical activities and the 
only American city to maintain a 
symphony orchestra out of the gen- 
eral.tax levy. The Municipal Di- 
rector of Music also guides the 
summertime bands that are a fea- 
ture of Baltimore’s musical life. 

Huber is also director of radio 
station WBAL, managing director of 
the Lyric Theatre Company, secre- 
tary and treasurer of the Baltimore 
Opera Club and Baltimore repre- 
sentative for both the Metropolitan 
and Chicago Grand Opera Com- 
panies. 


Lew White Exclusive 


Lew White, chief organist at the 
Roxy, New York, has been engaged 
by Brunswick as exclusive record- 
ing artist for two years under an 
unusual contract guaranteeing him 
a 3c royalty against a $1,000 guar- 
antee per disk. 

White records at his White 
School of the Organ saved the 
Brunswick quite an expense when 
formerly “canning” the organist’s 
stuff through land wire transmis- 
sion to the Brunswick laboratories 
from the Roxy theatre. 


DANCE HALL SUES ORCHESTRA 
Salt Lake City, March 27. 

Gordon R. Woolley, cperator of 
the Odeon dance hall, filed suit in 
the Third District Court against 
John Famuario, managing director 
of the Victor Loomis Recording Or- 
chestra, to recover $9,500 damages 
for alleged breach of contract. 

Plaintiff claims Famuario agreed 
to have his orchestra play at the 
Odeon hall until May 12, but that 
in violation of the agreement 
placed the orchestra at the Ameri- 
r Dansante, a competitor. 


“Amer. Mercury” Pan) 


The April “American Mer- 
eury,” in its book reviews col- 
umns, tersely disparages “In- 
side Stuff on How to Write 
Popular Songs,” by Abel Green, 
and published by Paul White- 
man Publications, with the fol- 
lowing comment: 

“The title here is somewhat 
misleading. Mr. Green offers 
no instructions of any value to 
the aspirant who yearns to 


write another ‘Yes, We Have 
No Bananas,’ and his advice 
about marketing songs. is 


limited to the hint that it may 
be well to offer a share of the 
prospective royalties to some 
friendly jazz band leader or 
broadcasting station manager. 

“But his little book is vastly 
amusing, nonetheless, if only 
for the astonishing English in 
which it is written. That Eng- 
lish is the dialect developed by 
the staff of Variety, the the- 
atrical paper. Mr. Green is a 
member of it. 

“Paul Whiteman, in an in- 
troduction, writes in almost the 
same way. 

“Altogether, a curious con- 
tributicn to Americana.” 


BUT 15 OVERTURES 
FOR B’WAY’S DE LUXES 


There are only about 15 overtures 
in regular use among the big pic- 
ture houses on Broadway. 

De luxe maestros are prone to 
rotate their selections among over- 
tures familiar to the public and 
sure-fire rather than experiment 
with new ones which often flop. 

It is estimated that the “Overture 
of 1812” has been played by the 
Rivoli, Rialto, Strand, Capitol, Roxy 
and Paramount about 560 times 
within the last four years. “Marche 
Slav” is another frequent repeater, 
with “Orpheus” and “Morning, 
Noon and Night in Vienna” used 
often and widely employed. 


“Rain's” Suit’s Inside 


‘The inception of the copyright in- 
fringement suit by Leo Feist, pub- 
lisher of “Rain, Rain, Rain,” against 
the Robbins Music Corp. and Fu- 
gene Ford, publishers and author of 
“Rain,” another song, is said to 
have been precipitated by a feud 
between Arthur Swanstrom and 
Carey Morgan with Ned Wayburn. 
Swanstrom - d Morgan authored 
the Feist song, “Rain, Rain, Rain,” 
which was thrown out of a Way- 
burn flash act by the producer fol- 
lowing a tiff with the song writers. 
Wayburn then commissioned Eu- 
gene Ford, one of his staging as- 
sistants, to create a number for the 
“rain” situation. In that wise the 
Robbins song stepped out as a size- 
eble song hit. 
An infringement of the bass is 
alleged, paralleling the famous 
“Dardanella” lawsuit, and not of 
musical theme or song character. 
Feist is understood to have been 
reluctant to sue excepting on Swan- 
stro.n and Morgan's insistence to 
retaliate against Wayburn, who, 
they figured, hid something to do 
with the Robbins song publication. 
According to the dope, when Swan- 
s.rom and Morgan insisted they had 
cause for complaint and asked that 
Feist re-assign the “Rain, Rain, 
Rain” song copyright back to them 
as authors, and that they would 
personally d fray all expenses of 
litigation, Feist’s decided to sue 
Robbins for an injunction and roy- 
alty accounting through Gilbert & 


Disk Reviews 


By Abel 


Ted Lewis 
Criticism of the contemporary 
songwriters that dearth of quality 
songs is forcing the recording artists 
to revive the “old boys” is substan- 
tiated by Ted Lewis's new versions 
of “The Sweetheart of Sigma Chi” 


and “Good Night,” both waltzes, the 
former the campus favorite. and the 
latter based on the “taps” bugle 
eall notes. Lewis vocalizes as per 


usual in tragico-jazz fashion. It’s 


Columbia No. 1296. 


Nat Shilkret-Johnny Hamp 

Good balance in the Nat Shilkret 
orchestrations is displayed in their 
conceptions of “Little Mother’ (Mut- 
terchen), the waltz theme of “Four 
Sons,” with which is coupled “With- 
out You, Sweetheart,” a fox-trot. 
Johnny Marvin contributes vocally. 

Shilkret doing “The Beggar,” an- 
other picture theme song, hooked 
up with Paramount's “Secret Hour,” 
has Johnny Hamp’s Kentucky Sere- 
naders for back-up artists offering 
“The Sunrise,” a distinctive fox- 
trot. Harold Lambert and Joe Cas- 
sidy do the vocals. 


Helen Morgan 

This marks the cafe and “Show 
Boat” songstress’ debut on the disks 
either as an exclusive Victor artist 
or otherwise. Miss Morgan evi- 
dences inexperience in addition to 
the usual obvious shortcomings of 
maiden releases, including in this 
instance that of nervousness. As 
a result her versions of “Can’t Help 
Lovin’ Dat Man” and “Bill” from the 
Ziegfeld musical are done in shrill, 
raspy voice as though not suf- 
ficiently rested from previous night’s 
work in show and nite club. 


Frankie Trumbauer 


This crack instrumentalist with 
his own recording unit has made a 
pair of spirited fox-trots in “Mis- 
sissippi Mud,” a Whiteman orches- 
tral creation, and “There’ll Come a 
Time.” Hot and danceable. It’s an 
Okeh. 


Waring-Troubadours 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians handle 
the waltz, “Together,” with Tom 
Waring on the vocal refrain, and 
The Troubadours, a Victor stock 
outfit, do the fox-trot, “Dear, On A 
Night Like This,” a melody 4-4; 

EWiott Shaw is the refrainist, 


Paul Whiteman 


“Mississippi Mud” and “From 
Monday On” are Bing Crosby and 
Harry Barris compositions, the 
writers being members of the Paul 
Whiteman Khythm Boys. The dit- 
ties are written in the same zippy, 
al fresco fashion, replete with futur- 
istic jazzique and syncopated tricks. 


Irving Aaronson 

“Let’s Misbehave,” that classic of 
continental lyric ditties by Cole Por- 
ter, which Irving Aaronson and his 
Commanders popularized the 
Ambassadeurs, Paris, last summer 
and brought back with them to 
America, is now a feature of the 
new Irene Bordoni musical, “Paris.” 
The very frankness of the “Let’s 
Misbehave” theme takes the curse 
off of it for spice, so that the au- 
dience’s reaction thereafter resolves 
itself down into a personal inter- 
pretation, its extent dependent-on 
one’s own imagination. As Aaronson 
and his Commanders handle it, with 
Phil Saxe whamming ’em on the 
vocal interludes, it’s a classic re- 
cording and should sell well. 

“An’ Furthermore,” the compan- 
ion piece, is a clever novelty song 
which should click. 


Four Aristocrats—Harold Leonard 

The novelty Four Aristocrats, va- 
riety singing instrumentalists, han- 
dle “Our Bungalow of Dreams,” al- 
though the real punch of this disk 
is Harold Leonard and his orches- 
tra’s brilliant orchestration of “Blue 
3aby (Why Are You Blue?),” a be- 
lated release. Leonard “canned” the 
number last fall when he was still 


Gilbert. 
Robbins, through Miller & Miller, | 


denies generally. | 
| 


HERE AND THERE 


Frank Hanson is now feature or- 
ganist at the Liberty, Rochester. 


Clarence Gaskell written 
“The Strange Interlude” song. 


After a 29-week stay at the Mer- 
rick, Jamaica, Long Island, Howard 
Emerson and his orchestra open 
April 9 at the Rivoli, Baltimore, 
for four weeks with an option. 


Sven and Eugene Von Hallberg, 
heading their trio, play at Sardi’s 
for luncheon and dinner. Piano 
and guitar team of brothers per- 
form at noonday im the upstairs 
room, augmented by a violin for the 


evening sessions. 


at the Waldorf-Astoria, the tune be- 
ing held back for some _ reason. 
Leonard’s own fiddle in the orches- 
tration is the instrumental high- 
light. Frank Harris does the vocal 
chorus. Columbia No, 1278. 
Kitty O’Connor 

Kitty O’Connor, the girl barytone 
of Columbia records who came to 
attention in “Take the Air,” has her 
two song hits backed up on No. 
1293. “Lullaby” and “We'll Have 
a New Home (In the Mornin’)” are 
the songs, the latter incidentally the 


number written especially for the 
late Florence Mills. 
Will Fyffe 
Scotch comedians, like some 
brands of Scotch beverage, are a 


matter of taste, but here’s one, Will 
Fyffe, who makes you like him de- 
spite yourself. He hits better than 
any other Scotchman. “The Cente- 
narian” and “The Gamekeeper” are 


the selections, in the former of 
which he bemoans the loss of his 
young wife, 86 when she died; but, 


Fyffe adds, the baby will be a come 
fort to him in his old age. 


Pauline Alpert 
This jazz pianiste shows some- 
thing new with her trick conceptions 
of “Doll Dance” and “Dancing Tam- 
bourine,” selling them in great style 
with showmanly changes of pace. 
Victor No. 21252. 


Frankie Masters—Jack Crawford 
These two popular Chicago maes- 
tros are backed up with a pair of 
midwestern foxtrot hits. Masters 
handles “Everywhere You Go,” a 
certain hit potentiality; also vocal- 
izing the refrain; and “Beautiful” 
is the burden of Crawford’s mu- 
sical theme. Good dance record; 
Victor 21217. 


Jack Stillman 


Unusual waltzes by Jack Still- 
man’s orchestra, assisted by The 
Rollickers on the vocal end. 


“Japansy” and “When Love Comes 
Stealing” are the numbers and very 
worthy. 


Whiteman-Busse Split 


After many years’ association 
Henry Busse ceases to be assistant 
conductor of Paul Witeman’s or- 
chestra and will not be associated 
with Whiteman after September 
when his contract expires. Busse, 
for long Whiteman’s protegee, 
would not conform with regulations, 
holding up rehearsals, recording 
dates, etc., this leading to the break 
which the trumpet player precipi- 
tated. 

Whiteman’'s fatherly interest in 
Busse is well known. The trump- 
eter, contracted at $350 a week, was 
saved from the Alimony Club and 
other “jams” by Whiteman, and 
seasonally was presented with a 
new motor by his patron, besides 
many other courtesies. . 

What Busse will do is not known; 
probably heading his own band. 


Whiteman’s New Jazz 
Symphony on Radio 


Paul Whiteman will give at least 
one Carnegie Hall concert recital 
this spring before sailing for Europe, 
under the charity auspices of the 
United Hospital Fund. 

Whiteman has a new jazz sym- 
phony which the maestro deems 
far in advance of Gershwin’s “Rhap- 
sodie in Blue. Ferdie Grofe com- 
posed it, as yet untitled. 

As part of a good-will stunt, an 
after-midnight broadcast some Sat- 
urday night is being arranged. 
Part of that plan is to perform the 
symphony and offer a prize for a 
suitable title. 

With Whiteman’s Columbia re- 
cording contract, the orchestra will 
do more radio broadcasting in view 
of Columbia’s affiliation with the 
WOR network. 


Schertzinger’s Complaint 


Los Angeles, March 27. 
Victor Schertzinger, film director, 
who wrote the song ‘“Marcheta,” 
won the first round in his suit 
against the Jo’ n Franklin Music 
Company for additional royalty. 
Superior Judge Leon Yankwich 
overruled a demurrer of the de- 
fendants alleging Schertzinger’s 
complaint was insufficient and or- 
dered the concern to file an answer 
to the charges. Schertzinger claims 
he has been paid only $4,000 and 
that the music concern had refused 
to give him an account of al) the 
sales and profits on the song. 


BARRETT’S SUMMER PLACES 


Hughie Barrett and his orchestra, 
at the Seneca Hotel, Rochester, re- 
turn to the Thousand Islands July- 
August, at the Country Club. 


Barrett for June will be at the 
Sanders, outside of Pittsburgh. 

He is now an exclusive Columbia 
artist. 


DANCE INTERMISSION FILM 
Detroit, March 27. 
Graystone, one of the larger ball- 
rooms here, provides a two-reel film 
comedy during intermission nightly. 
The picture is projected onto a 
screen above the band, while the 
hoofing flaps and saps stand around 
or rit on the floor. 


Organist, Film Producer 
Los Angeles, March 27. 
C. Sharpe Minor, former Chicago 
picture house organist, is here to 
produce a series of short colored 
subjects, he says, with the themes 
of classical musical scores for story 


text. 
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NIGHT CLUBS 


— 


Summer Road Places; 
One in Central Park 


If Gene’ Geiger closes negotiations 
with Joe Pani for the Woodman- 
sten Inn, on Pelham parkway, 
Bronx, this week, the roadhouse will 
open formally Saturday with Vin- 
cent Lopez and orchestra as the at- 
traction. Pani has several asso- 
ciates through mortgages, etc. 
Geiger is combing every legal detail 
to make certain the validity of his 
10-year proposed lease. 

Geiger is also negotiating for the 
lease of the Colony theatre, Broad- 
way and 53d street, as a permanent 
presentation house, with Lopez at 
the helm. Geiger and FE. H. Gold- 
stein, of Universal, present lessee, 
are negotiating. U is paying $225,- 
000 a year rent for the house, 
which has spelled a loss consist- 
ently. 

Another summer proposition by 
a bandman is George Olsen's pos- 
sible opening for the summer at the 
Casino in Central Park. Lou 
Schwartz, managing director of the 
Club Richman, where Olsen is cur- 
rently spotted, is negotiating with 
Cc. F. Zittel to take the hideaway 
joint over for the summer. It is 
city property. 


Gin Bride Repents 


Washington, March 27. 

Marriage launched to syncopation 
on the dance floor of the Villa Roma, 
a nearby roadhouse, has gone bust 
in less than two weeks. Vivian 
Harris, the bride, having filed an 
annulment petition in which she de- 
clares her husband, Charles F. Beck, 
was but a casual acquaintance, and 
that she had no intention of mar- 
trying him until becoming “violent, 
sick and dizzy” from bootleg liquor 
she did so though not realizing what 
was happening. 

The couple were married without 
advance publicity. They left the 
floor hurriedly; secured a minister, 
a license and two Maryland State 
police, the latter to act as witnesses, 
on the spur of the moment. 


Rosita and Ramon opened last 
night (Tuesday) at the Club Lido, 
New York. They succeed Fowler 
and Tamara as the dance features, 
prior to sailing for Europe. 


POLLY CLUB FIGHT 


Patrons Allege Assault—Elar’s Wife 
Had Bruised Eye 


The Polly Club, 119 West 5ist 
street, was the scene of a lively 
battle in which several guests de- 
clared that they received their 
bumps and were tossed out when 
they objected to being ill treated. 
The complainarts went to the West 
47th street detective bureau and 
complained to Detectives John Cole- 
man and Tom Walsh. ; 

The sleuths returned to the night 
club and arrested Peter Elar, 26, 
clerk, real estate operator, and said 
to be connected with the establish- 
ment. He was hela for further hear- 
ing on the felonious assault charge. 
Magistrate Goodman also imposed 
a heavy fine on Elar for operating 
a cabaret without a license. He 
paid the fine. 

Arrested with him was Joseph 
McCarthy, 22, taxicab chauffeur, of 
15 West 65th street. McCarthy is 
alleged to have brought the patrons 
to the club in his cab. The men 
who said they were assaulted gave 
their names as Leroy Jernigan, 
clerk, of 680 Riverside drive, and 
Leon Russel, firemen, of 107 West 
109th street. Both had discolored 
eyes and large swellings on their 
foreheads, the result of being beaten 
in the club, they testified. 

They had done nothing, the pa- 
trons testified. Asking fpr their 
coats they were assaulted, they 
averred. They went home because 
of their hurts and reported the as- 
sault the following day to the de- 
tectives. 

Elar stated that his wife had the 
coat concession at the club. She 
asked the c.m:-ainants for their 
checks. Instead, Elar testified, Jer- 
nigan struck his wife in the eye. 
His wife came to court with a dis- 
colored optic. Elar said he was in 
the real estate business ‘with his 
father in Freeport, L. I. 


Chinese Moving Up 


Newest Chinese restaurant on 
Broadway is called the Marigold, at 
55th and Broadway. 

This, with Chow Mein Inn on 
street level near 56th street, makes 
two for the area between the 53rd 
street L and the Circle. Until re- 
cently this territory hadn’t been in- 
vaded. 


LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


IRVING ARONSON | 


TOMMY CHRISTIAN | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
Featured with 
irene Bordoni’s “Paris,” Musical 
Show, Adelphi, Philadelphia 
Four Weeks, Starting Feb. 13 


ORCHESTRA 


LOEW'S 7th AVENUE THEATRE 
New York City 


FROM DETROIT 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
THIS WEEK (MARCH 12) 
FAY’S, PROVIDENCE 
Permanent Address: 


CHARLES SHRIBMAN, Manager, 
SALEM, MASS, 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 
FEATURED IN 


“GOOD NEWS” 


CHANIN’S 46TH STREET THEATRE 
NEW YORK CITY 
Nightly at CLUB RICHMAN 
137 West 56th Street, New York City 


B. A. ROLFE | 


AND HIS PALAIS D'OR ORCHESTRA 


WEAF ARTISTS 
Edison Records 


ROLFE ORCHESTRAS, Ino. 
200 W. 48th St., New York City 
Phone Lack 6518 


PAUL WHITEMAN 


And HI8 GREATER ORCHESTRA 
PICTURE HOUSE TOUR 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


and His Orchestra 
LOEW TOUR 


Dir. Arthur Spizz! Agéncy, Ine. 
1560 Broadway, New York 


JEAN GOLDKETTE| 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 


Office: Woodward and Eliot 
DETROIT 


| VINCENT LOPEZ | 
and His ORCHESTRA 


Exclusive Brunswick Artist 


CASA LOPEZ 


B’way & 50th St., New York City 


| PARISIAN RED HEADS | 


America’s Greatest Girl Band 
WEEK MARCH 26 


FRANKLIN and COLISEUM, 
NEW YORK 


Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


LEW REYNOLDS 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


Featured at 
Palais De Dance, Los Angeles 


IF YOU DON’T 

ADVERTISE IN 

VARIETY 
DON’T ADVERTISE 


Booze More Systematized 


Latest reported attractive booze 
container is in the form of a keg, 
said to contain the contents of 12 
of the usual bottles of Scotch, with 
the keg selling for $50. 

The <egs are reported imported 
in bulk and not sold in smaller 
quantities than 6-keg lots. There 
is no solicitation, with a consumer 
obliged to find introduction to the 
keg leggers. 

Otherwise nothing new is re- 
ported in the bootleg liquor market 
in New York. accounts 
whiskies are coming in from all 
points of the compass and in quan- 
tities, but without the prices drop- 
ping. Canadian Commission liquor 
in the original wrapped packages, 
guaranteed not forgeries, will be de- 
livered on order from the report, 
with the handlers delivering at the 
price charged by the Commission 
across. the border, plus $5 per 
bottle extra for transportation. 

This brings the price of the best 
Scotch (Dewar’s Ne Plus Ultra) at 
$5 per quart in Canada, to $120 in 
New York for a case. The best 
champagne selling at $4.50 in Can- 
ada makes the f. o. b. New York 
figure $114. 

Customary bootleg liquor from 
unknown channels ig selling in New 
York at the former scale of from 
$48 to $65. Most of this cheaper 
booze is seemingly finding its way 
to nite clubs and speakeasies. 

A fair grade of champagne, for 
bootleggers, sells for from $54 to 
$65 a case. 

With bootlegging apparently be- 
coming more systematized, the 
steady consumer, though a citizen 
rather than a dealer such as the 
liquor selling places, now seems 
able to lpcate reliable supply posts 
if willing to pay the somewhat in- 
creased prices for the best obtain- 
able. 


Two Boston Cafes After 
“Guests” That Entertain 


Boston, March 27. 

Boston is just swinging into the 
night club racket with four run- 
ning until 2 a. m. and no one com- 
plaining much about business. 
“Theatrical Night” is the latest 
for the clubs with two downtown 
battling it out on Thursday nights 
and the one Back Bay club strug- 
gling to put over a Wednesday night 
“free show.” 
This “Tommy Tucker, sing for 
your supper” stuff, started with the 
Cocoanut Grove, Jacques Renard’s 
classy club, in the moving picture 
distribution center. The theatrical 
people started im visiting and 
“Mickie” Alpert as master of cere- 
monies, swung thé spot to the tables, 
calling for a bow or a bit. Some 
obliged and others merely bowed. 
The house lifted the cover charge 
in some cases for the theatrical 
visitors and itn other cases held 
back the checks. 

The house decided to make a fea- 
ture of the racket and set down 
Thursday night, extending invites 
to stars in town, and advertising 
the evening as the one night in 
town. Went over big, and “Mickie” 
has had the best of them. 

Club Karnak, in the same section 
as the Cocoanut Grove, operates un- 
der a State charter. Has the right 
to stay open until 3 a. m., but closes 
at 2. Very exclusive. One must 
have a card or good introduction to 
get in. Claims 2,500 active mem- 
bers who coughed up $10 for the 
privilege and as many more visit- 
ing under guest cards without the 
ante. Handling an average of 1,800 
a week. Leon Erro! put on a private 
“Theatrical Night” during his Bos- 
ton run of “Yours Truly,” and Kar- 
nak decided on a weekly stunt, same 
system as Cocoanut Grove. Karnak 
also picked Thursday night. 

With the result that the Karnak 
and Cocoanut Grove are in a merry 
battle for “Tommy Tuckers” to sing 
for their suppers. Visiting com- 
panies are met at the train by club 
representatives and signed up for 
Thursday night appearances and 
some are being nallied in New York 
before boarding the trains. 

Karnak grabbed off Raymond 
Hitchcock and others from “Just 
Fancy” for this week. Cocoanut 
Grove pulled in “Good News” gang. 
Karnak also tied up with “Hit the 
Deck” crew, or a part of it. 

At Le Chateau, in the Back Bay, 
Wednesday night is “Tommy Tuck- 
er” night, but very little of the big 
stuff gets out that far. Lido Venice 
management will have nothing to 
do with the theatre and wants them 
not. Lio management pays for fts 


Case of Scotch in Keg, $50; 


Anne Caldwell’s Tea, Etc. 

Anne Caldwell, winner of a $50,- 
000 verdict in a heart balm suit 
against a Pittsburgh “shovel king,” 
took advantage of the situation 
Friday afternoon at a tea at her 
East 61st street fashion salon, to 
display some of her gowns, etc. 

Hans A. Meuser was featured in a 
bassoon recital, touted as the “world’s 
premiere” of such instrumental per- 
formance, the reed sounding well in 
solo despite its usual orchestral en- 
semble contribution, 


Woman Removes Padlock 


Des Moines, March 27. 
Over two years ago Lighthouse 
Inn, the largest of its kind in the 
state, was closed for violation of the 
prohibition law. The roadhouse has 
been reopened by Mrs. Dee Firnell 
of Des Moines and -vill be known as 
the Dee Finnell Sunset Gardens. 


Red Lion Changes Hands 
Steve Christie has left the man- 
agement of the Red Lion, road 
house on the Boston Post road at 
Larchmont. 
New direction is operating. 


LOPEZ PUSHED INTO — 
LOAN SHARK PROBING 


Vincent Lopez’s subpoena in the 
Federal Grand Jury tnvestigation of 
the “loan sharks” currently in hand 
is accounted for through Lopez's 
address and telephone number coin- 
ciding with that of the Eldorado 
Finance Co., 1595 Broadway (Hilton 
building), New York. A _ witness 
who alleged extortion on the part 
of the Eldorado Finance Co., stated 
Lopez was in the office when he did 
business with the company. 

The Eldorado Finance Co. is Gene 

Geiger’s automobile financing enter- 
prise. Geiger is Lopez's business 
manager, both occupying a common 
suite of offices. 
A number of the Times Square 
finance companies making cash 
loans on automotive collateral are 
under investigation in the “loan 
shark” drive by the federal and city 
authorities. 


Lido Venice, Paterson, N. J., re- 
opened March 24. Luther Yantis is 
m. ¢c. 


CABARET BILLS 


Geo Murpny 


Connie’s Inn 


Sam Manning Rev 
Leroy Tibbs Orch 


Hilda Rogers 
Honey Brown 
Taylor 3 
Virginia Wheeler 
Violet Speedy 


NEW YORK 

Ambassadeurs Hotel Manger Frankie Morris 
Blac! Rev genes mpeey Hal Kem Helen Grey 
Ada Ward Hagel Sperling Thelma Carleton 
Adelaide teat) Astair Bernhardt Jardin Royal Muriel Holland 
U 8 Thompson Alice Ray ‘Paul Specht Orch | Annette Ryan 
Eddie Gray man Jean & Viola Jean Rolling 
Will Vodery Bd Club Rich Wilda Ganeau Durante’s Orch 

Geo Olsen Orch Martin & Lake 
Bamboo Inn Juliette Johnson Ramona Betzer Pennsylvania Hotel 


Chick Kennedy Johnny Johnson Or 


Leverich Towers Salon Roya) 
Hotel 
Texas Guinan 
Brooklyn Tommy Lyman 


Marton Smith 
Dorothy Phillips 
Henri Saparo Bd 


Brevities of 1928 
Warner Gault 
Fiorie 

Jack Totten 
Bird Sis 
Marion Lewis 


Chez Florence 
Florence 


Sneeze & Palmer 
Florence’s Orch 


Club Alamo 
Larry Moll Rev 
Mack Sharkey 
Lucy 
Leo Bernstein 
Sonny 
Joseph Velytramo 


Club Barney 


Alice Weaver 
Walter O'Keefe 
Eleanor Kern 
Hale Byers’ Orch 


Club Ebony 
Colored Show 
Ebony Bd 

Cluv Lide 
Rosita & Ramon 
Meyer Davis Opeh 

Club Monterey 


Fred Clark Rev 
Jack Irving 
Ethel Anderson 


Broadway Gardens} 


Everglades 
Earl Lindsay Rev 
Eddie Chester 
Eddie Davis 
Fred Dexter Orch 


St. Club 
Dan Healy Rev 
Fuzzy Knight 
Frances Shelley 
Alice Ridnour 


Frivoclity 
N TG Rev 
Vee Carroll 
Hotsy-Totsy 
Pete Woolery 
Jack White 
Tom Timothy B4é 


Helen Morgan's 
Helen Morgan 
Lane Sis 
Arturo Gordoni 
Dorothy Croyle 
Almee Revere 
J Friedman Bd 


Hofprae 


Floor Show 

Gus Good 

Frank Cornwelt 
Frank Coraweil Or 


Hote: Ambassador 


Grace Hill 
Geo Marshall 
Van der Zanden Or 


Hotel Biltmore 


Madi'ne Northway 
Geo Chiles 


B Cummins Or 


Phelps 2 

Leverich Towers’Or 

Mel Craig Orch 
Littie Club 

‘Dorothy Barbour 

Higgins 

Clifford 

Beth Miller 

Lane Sis 

4 Masters 

Ben Pollack Orch 

Loretta McDermont 

Club 

Loretta McDermott 

George Walsh 

Hauser Bros 

Manhatters Orch 
Montmartre 

Emil Coleman Bd 


McAlpin Hotel 
McAlpineers’ Orch 


Oakland's Terrace 
Will Oakland 
Landau’s Bd 
Palais D’Or 
B A Rolfe Bd 
Rolfe’s Rev 


Park Centr’! Hote) 
Arnold Johnson Or 
Parody Club 

Jimmie Durante 

Lou Clayton 
Eddie Jackson 
Parody Rev 
Garret & Liat 
Lily de Lys 


Marguerite Howard! Bigelow & Lee 


Jacques Green Or 


Silver Slipper 
N T G Rev 
Baryl Halley 
Mollie O'Doherty 
Evelyn Martin 
Hanley Sis 
La Vergne Lambert 
Harriett Marned 
Patrica Grandes 
Jean Russell 
Gerardo & Adair 
John Walsh 
Jimmy O'Brien 
Tom Gott Orch 


Small’s Paradise 
L'n’rd Harper’s Rv 
Atta Blake 
Jazzbo Hilliard 
Dewey Brown 
Sherman & White 
Susie Wrotem 
Alto Oates 
Bee Footes 
Blondina Stern 
Bronze Chorus 
Chas Johnson 


Strand Root 
Jack Connor’s Rev 


Swanee Club 
Len Harper Rev 


Ten East 60th 


Margaret Zolnay 
David Gerry 
Larry Siry Or 


Waldorf-Astoria 


Meyer Davis Or 


CHICAGO 


Alaham 
Dale Dyer 
Lew King 
Ralph Bart 
Bernie Adler 
Eddie South Bd 


Ansonia 
Evelyn Dean 
Lew Jenkins 
Helen Gordon 
Ted Ledford 
Sleevémver Sis 
Bobbie Pincus 
June Harrison 
Bill Kranz Ba 


Chez-FPterre 
Plerret Nuyten Rv 
Ear! Hoffman’s Or 

College Inn 
T & B Healy 
Joe Regan 
Ruth Etting 
Sherman Bd 


Colosimos 
Bobby Danders 
Maude Hanlon 
Joffre Sis 
Mearae Sis 
Teddy Martin 


Norma Lentz 
Art Wiitams 


Davis Hotel 


Betsy Rees 
Al Handler Bd 


Frolics 


Nellie 

Hal Hixon 

Lillian Barnes 

De Carlos & Louise 
Born & Lawrence 
Eilleen & Meleida 
Charley Straight 


Golden Pumpkin 
Banks Sisters 
Russell) & Durkifa 
Gene Gill 
Jean Gace 
Austin Mack Bd 


Club Katinka 
Joe Allen 
Trixie Rose 
Grace Russell 
Danny Varross 
Lee Gunning 
Smith-Hades Bd 


Kelly's Stabies 


B’way 4 

Honey Maples 

Ed Goodbar 
Johnny Dodd 
Monty & Hawkins 
Kennebrew 3 
Johnny Dodds’ Bd 


Tantern Cafe 
Al Wagener Bd 
Freddy De Syrette 
George Taylor 
Betty Tascott 
Norma Lenze 
Gladyce Kilday 
Harriet Smith 


Lide 


Inez Gamble 
Kaaihue & Kaena 
Charile Schultz 
Barry Clay Bd 


Lindo Inn 
Rose Taylor 
Roy Mack Rev 
Josephine Bruce 
Rose Page 
Babe Fisher 
Fred Burke Band 


Parudy Club 


Sammy Dyer 
Bernice & Brown 


Zita & Howard 


Margie Ryan 
Phil Murphy 
Harry Harris 
Virginia Sheftal) 
Flossie Sturgiss 
Jules Novit Bd 


Rainbo Gardens 
John Reed 
Irene George 
Adams Sis 
Bernice Kelly 
Sol Wagner Bd 


Samovar 


Olive O'Neill 
Carroll & Gorman 
Joffre Sis 

Fred Waltte Bd 


Terrace Gardev 
Gertrude Clauss 
Joe Sullivan 
Evelyn Hoffman 
W Wadsworth Rd 


Vanity Fair 
Vierra Hawalians 
Karola 
Pick Hughes 
Betty Brown 
Leo Wolf Wa 


WASHINGTON 


Cariton 
Harry Albert 
Meyer Davis Orch 


Chantecier 
Paul Fidelman 


Club Lido 
B Dougherty Or 


Club Madrillon 
Millo Dominguez 
Tommy Mananan 
J O'Donnell Orch 


Club Mirador 


Le Paradis 
Harry Albert 
Meyer Davis Orch 

Lotus 
Archie Slater Bd 

Mayflower 

Sidney Seidenmann 


Roma Gardens 
Chas Wright Orch 
Swanee 

Al Kamons 

Meyer Davis Orch 
Wardman Park 

Sidney Harris 


Ciub Madrid 
Chic Barrymore 
Velos Yolande 


| 


acts, as do the others. 


Pauline Zenoa 
Buddy Truly 
Joe Candullo Orch 


Jean Gaynor 
Isabella Dwan 
Mattie Wynne 


Meyer Davis Orch'M Harmon Orch ‘Sidney’s Orch Meyer Davis Orch 
PHILADELPHIA 
Club Lide Séan Wallin Piccadilly Al White 
Broadway Follies |Jocely Lyle Al Wohlman Aveada Charkouie 
Charlie Crafts Marcella Hardie Murray Sis Abe Balinger’s Rev 


Walton Roof 
LeRoy Smith Orch 
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Obituary 


CHARLES FALKE 

Charles Falke, 55, burlesque pro- 
ducer and manager, in ill heaith 
and despondent over the recent 
death of his mother, committed sui- 
cide March 20 at 7:30 p. m. by 
jumping from a window on the 
third floor of the Forrest Hotel, 
924 West 49th street, New York. 
He died in Bellevue Hospital. 

Mr. Falke, who had been manag- 
ing John Jermon’s Mutual wheel 
show, “Sporting Widows,” had a 
mental collapse after he attended 
his mother’s funeral in Buffalo and 
his actions brought members of the 
Burlesque Club into guarding him 
at the hotel until his health per- 
mitted him to return to the show. 
Apparently his condition became 
worse, for seized the first 
chance when alone for a moment 
to leap from the window. 

Charlie Falke had been in bur- 
lesque for many years. He started 


WISE—The members of the 
Green Room Club extend to 
the relatives and friends of 
TOM WISE—one of its hon- 
ored members—their heartfelt 


sorrow in Mr. Wise’s untimely 
passing. 


Harry L. Reichenbach 


Prompter 


his stage career as an illustrated 
song singer and won quite a name 
for himself in that branch. He had 
been connected with many shows, 
among his own productions, “Sun- 
shine Girls” (in partnership with 
Wash Martin). He was with Fred 
Ryders “Night Owls,” “Fashion 
Plates,” on the old Empire wheel, 
and his last affiliation was withthe 
Jermon company. 

Things didn’t break so good for 
Falke this season. He handled the 
Lander Bros.’ revue on the Colum- 
bia wheel. When it was withdrawn 
from the road he joined the Jermon 
show. 

Mr. Falke married Rose Carlin, 
burlesque actress, who died some 
years ago. He never remarried. 

The funeral was held March 22 
and largely attended. 

Interment in Mt. Carmel ceme- 
tery, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


TOM WISE 
Tom Wise, 63, suffering from 
asthma and heart complication, 
died suddenly March 21 at the 44th 
Street Hotel, New York. About 
four weeks ago he was compelled to 


relinquish his role in “Behold the 
Dreamer” -in Chicago. 

Mr. Wise was born in England 
and made his debut 45 yeArs ago 
in Dixon, Cal. He joined William 
Gillette two years later and scored 
a success in “The Private Secre- 
tary.” 
ette organization until 1887. 

Mr. Wise made his initial New 
York appearance in 1888 in “Lost in 
New York,” at the Bijou theatre. 


Among some of his earlier shows 
were “Mr. Wilkinson’s Widow,” 
“Gloriana” and “Shall We Forgive 
Her?” 


In 1899 he played in London in 
“The Last Chapter.” Later, in New 
York, he appeared in “Are You a 
Mason?” which had a two years’ 
run, Other notable shows were 
“Home Folks,” ‘The yentleman 
from Mississippi,” and in 1911 in 
the all-star revival of ‘Lights 
0’ London.” 

One role perhaps more particular- 
ly than any other he became noted 
in was that of Falstaff in “The 
Merry Wives of Windsor.” Later 
Plays were “Pals,” “The Old Home- 
stead” and “The Old Soak.” 

Wise was Shepherd 0” the Lambs 
at the time of his death. 


CHARLOTTE SMITH 
(Mother of the Pickfords) 

Charlotte Smith, 55, mother of 
Mary, Lottie and Jack Pickford, 
died March 22 at her home in Bev- 
erly Hills, Cal. Mrs. Smith had been 
suffering four years from a chronic 
ailment. 

Mrs. Smith was a native of To- 
ronto and the wife of John Smith, 


Whom she married at Toronto, 
Where her daughter, Mary, was 
born. 


After the death of her husband 
Mrs. Smith began a commercial ca- 
reer. When Mary was a small child 
Mrs. Smith turned to the stage. She 


He remained with the Gil! 


appeared in many productions with 
her children, including the 
cey Olcott plays. 

As Mary Pickford progressed on 
the screen, Mrs. Smith, always her | 
business adviser, formed the Mary 
Pickford Company and was 
owner with her daughter in that 
concern until the time of her death. 

Mrs. Smith took the Pickford cog- 
nomen following the death of her 
husband, as that was the maiden 
name of her grandmother. 

Besides her children, Mrs. Smith 
is survided by a sister, Eliza Ryder; 
two nieces and a granddaughter, 
Rosemary, daughter of Lottie Pick- 
ford. 

Private funeral services were held 


from her home, with burial in Holly- * 
CIRCUS FANS’ 3D CONVENTION | 


wood. 
JAMES CASSADY 
James Cassady, 58, character 


actor and vaudevillian, on a tour of 
the Pantages Circuit with the Don- 
ald Kerr-Effie Watson act, died 


March 23 in Sacred Heart spital, | 
n stoupttat |Ind., while the first official gather- | 


Spokane, after two days’ illness, of | 
a . ing was staged here in Washington. | 


pneumonia, 

The remains were shipped to his 
old home in Philade!phia and taken 
in charge by his brother, Eddie 
Cassady, vaudevillian. 

Jim Cassady, who belonged to the 
Friars’ Club and the N. V. A., had 
been on the stage many years. In 
recent times he had played many 
screen roles. 

He entered the profession with Ed 
Harrigan. After serving some time 
with him, joined Thomas Shea, 
legitimate actor, and with him for 
25 years. When Shea switched from 
the legitimate into vaudeville Cas- 
sady went along with him. 

When a youngster Jim Cassady 
sang illustrated songs on_ the 
steamer Republic, then plying be- 
tween Philadelphia and Cape May. 


GEORGE P. TAGGART 
George P. Taggart, formerly well 
known in theatrical circles in New 
York, died at 340 Meeting street, 
Charleston, S. C., on March 20, aged 
58 years. For several years he was 
connected with the New York “Dra- 
matic Mirror,” first as dramatic 
critic, and later as vaudeville editor. 
For a long time his column in the 
“Mirror,” “The Callboy,” was a 

popular feature of the paper. 
About 30 years aso Taggart 
wrote the words of several songs, 
for which Max S. Witt composed 
the music. “The Moth and the 


IN MEMORY OF 


JULIES HURTIG] 


May his soul rest in peace 


“Villian Doherty La Scala 


and 


Anna Doherty 


Flame” was the most popular of 
the numbers, all of which were pub- 
lished by the old firm of Joseph W. 
Stern and Co. 

Taggart had a very wide ac- 
quaintance among theatrical people. 
He never was married, and is sur- 
vived by no near relatives. 


JAMES McHUGH 

James McHugh, 41, legitimate 
actor, died in the Hospital of the 
Good Shepherd, Syracuse, N. Y., 
March 22, of uremic poisoning. 

The remains were brought to New 
York for interment March 26 in 
the Catholic Actors’ Guild plot in 
Calvary cemetery. 

Mr. McHugh had been with many 
big shows and his last road en- 
gagement was with “Is Zat So?” He 
had played stock for some time 
and at the time of his @death was 
a member of the Temple Players’ 
stock in Syracuse. 

Although ill lately he continued 
playing and was in the theatre 
when he collapsed. His parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward McHugh sur- 
vive, the former being very fil in a 
Pittsburgh hospital. Also surviving 
are three brothers, all on the stage: 
Frank, with “Excess Baggage,” New 
York; Edward, with Arthur Hop- 
kins, New York, and Matthew, with 
a Dayton (O.) stock. 


FRED H. CALDWELL 
Fred H. Caldwell, veteran vaude- 


villion, died Feb. 8 in Genessee Hos- 


Marcus Loew 
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Wilstach’s 
Wagon Show Days. 


i Claims—Wil!l Fight His Wife's 


| show days to 


of 


John Wilstach has sold a series 
et articles on old circus wagon 

nder th 
;of circus life in the ‘60s and ‘70s 
before shows took to the rails. 

The author dug up source tales 
from an old timer about W. w. 


Sells Brothers, Mrs. Agnes 
i who married “Wild Bill” Hickock 
“Yanke” 
and other famous circus owners. 

Wuiustach was formerly 
agent of the Ringling Brothers’ 
circus, with Wells Hawks and Guy 
Steeley. For years he has made a 
hobby of the subject, 


— 


'AL BARNES’ RENO DIVORCE. Lithographer Blanes 


Got It Five Years Ago. Circusman | 


| Action 


“Collier's Weekly” | 
e title of “The Main Guy.” | 
It embraces an historica) picture | 


| Cole, Ben Wallace, John Robinson. | 
Lake. 


Robinson, Pogey O'Brien ! 


press | 


Suit f separate maintenance 
filed by Mrs. Sarah Jane Stonehouse 
against Al G. Stomehouse (Al G 
Barnes, circus owner), was declared 
untimely by the had 
obtained a divorce from her in 
Nevac 

Accored 
awarced alimony of 
for the support 
ichildren and has 
jameount every month 
i Mrs. Stonehouse's 


{fought out in court. 


latter, as he 


3 : 
22 im Ne 


>: » — 3 
ling to Barnes, his wife 


> 
tf $300 a 
of herself and thre: 


that 


was 


> 
recelVea 
since, 


action will be 


The material will be iustrated | Detroit’s Restriction on 


with prints and old show bills. 


Washington, March 27. 


Circus Fans’ Association will hold | 
their third annual convention in | 


Philadelphia May 23 and 24. 
Last year these supporters of the 
tented outfits met in West Baden. 


pital, Rochester, N. Y., following 
an operation. 

He was married to Miss Went- 
worth Sept. 30, 1901. The latter 
was a chorus girl at the Howard 
theatre, Boston, at the time. Mr. 
and Mrs. Caldwell then framed a 
wooden shoe act and were known 
at Caldwell and Wentworth. Later 
the act became a trio when a sis- 
ter of Miss Wentworth joined the 


Caldwells. 


SAMUEL S. SCHWARZ 
Samuel S. Schwarz, 54, ended his 
own life in Des Moines last week, 
despondency over ill health being 
given as the cause of suicide. 
Schwarz was at one time affili- 
ated with Blank Theatres in Des 
Moines and had also worked for 
First National, In recent years he 
had been in the theatrical supply 
business. 
A widow and three daughters sur- 
vive. 


FRANK FARRELL 
Frank F. Farrell, 60, character 
actor and comedian, died at his 
home in Zanesvilie, O., March 17. 
His last stage engagement was with 
the Cairnes stock. He was stricken 
while playing Freeport, Il. 


Mr. Farrell was removed to a 
hospital there, but recovered suf- 
ficently to rejoin the troupe. He 


became ill again and returned to 
Zanesville. 


JOHN W. SCHEERER 

John W. Scheerer, 64, circus ac- 
robat for many years, dropped dead 
March 20 at his home near Auburn, 
N. Y¥. Scheerer had traveled with 
all the big circuses and had also 
appeared in vaudeville, 

For the past five years he and 
Mrs. Scheerer had been living on a 


small farm. Interment in St. 
Joseph's Cemetery, Weedsport, 


Mrs. L. J. Blackmore, mother-in- 


law of J. Reeves Espey, general 
press representative for Skouras 
Bros., died last week in St. Louis. 
Mrs. Blackmore was the only sur- 


viving member of the family of Col. 
Edward J. Butler, Democratic boss 
of St. Louis, who died in 1916. 

Mrs. Blackmore inherited $800,- 
000 from her father's estate. 


Charies Peter Weeks, 57, of 
Weeks and Day, architects of many 
theatres on the Pacific Coast, died 
March 25 in his sleep at his home 
in San Francisco. 

The mother of Daisy Virginia, ac- 
tress, died in Philadelphia March 12. 
Miss Virginia in private life is the 
wife of the theatrical manager, 
Nicholas Holde. 


The mother of Newman Graham, 
of Lady Alice’s Pets in vaude, died 
March 13 of heart trouble at her 
son’s home. 


Mrs Louis Katz, 66, mother of Sid- 
ney M. Katz, formerly with FRO 
and Tiffany, died in Los Angeles of 
heart trouble. 


John A. Wright, 53, former the- 
atrical man, manager of a hotel, 
died March 21 at New Britain, 


Conn. 
Deaths Abroad 
Kar! Noll, Czech picture actor, 


'A@ied at Prague. 


| Carnivals Menacing 


amusement parks in the future is 
likely to prove a death blow to the 
|street and lot outfits in Detroit. 
Amusement parks are prohibited 
jby law to operate without the con- 
sent of 51 per cent of adjoining 
property holders within a radius of 
2,500 feet from the lot. 


with Bie Show 


William Bartlett Reynolds has 
been engaged by John Ringling to 
succeed Edwin P. Norwood on the 
publicity staff of the Ringling-Bar- 
num Circus, opening April 5 at the 
Garden. 

Reynohis will also have charge in 
part of the department previously 
handled by Wells Hawks. 

For 13 years Reynolds was with 
the Frohman executive staff, in ad- 
vance of the biggest Frohman stars. 


Yarbury Off Carnivals 


Danbury, Conn., March 27. 
The board of aldermen at Dan- 
ielson has decided to close the city 
to carnivals during the summer. 
Four petitions for licenses to show 
in the city were turned down last 
week. 


DAVE ROSEN’S FREAK SHOWS 


David Rosen, who operated the 
Wonderland Circus Side Show, 
Coney Island, N. Y., last season, 
will have two shows on the resort 
midway this summer. The other 
will also be a freak show opposite 
Stauth's dance hall. 


RINGLING CIRCUS JS APRIL 5 

Ringling-Barnum Circus takes 
possession of Madison Square Gar- 
den April 2 and opens three days 
later, Thursday matinee, April 6. 
The engagement is for three and a 
half weeks. 


PROF’S DRAMA TEST 


(Continued from page 1) 


incidents in arousing interest can be 
gauged and standardized, his theory 


goes, 
Thousands of dollars spent in ex- 
pensive sequences that do not 


achieve their result could be saved 
if the sequence was analyzed in 
advance on a basis of average reac- 
tions to similar incidents, the pro- 
fessor believes. The possibility of 
the motion picture industry evolv- 
ing an emotional psychology tech- 
nique of its own to put “showman- 


ship” on a scientific basis is ad- 
vanced. 
Somewhat along these lines and 


jibing is the story reported in last 
week's Variety of the questionnaire 
put to directors at First National to 
discover the dramatic, humorous 
and sex values in scenarios prior 
to production. 


DODGE HOUR DISKS 


(Continued from page 1) 
the stage of this theatre, and prob- 
ably all U. A. houses. 

The movie picture hookup with 
the Dodge company was offered to 
Paramount, Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer 
and First National a few weeks ago 
but was turned down by each after 
a joint meeting of the publicity de- 
partments. 

It is understood that a number 
of theatres across the country are 
installing loud speakers to capital- 
ize the event. There's every pos- 
sibility that the Strand, New York, 
will use its standing amplifieation 
system for the oceasion, picking up 
its second show as the radio hou 
ends and ready to blast In with ifs 


j 


picture at any time should the 


ether program prove uninteresting 
; 


the a 


month 


on which it wae unal 


jin capital, according to 
was 


{brought $22.500. Th 
Phas ahout $5.0 


Detroit, March 27. 
Common Councils decision to) 
|Classify carnivals carrying rides as | 


Carnival Biz for Flop 


than $3 of “frozen acconnts,” 


fr 
le to collect. 

The compary had $94,000 of paid- 
n 
here fou ars 


000 annual bi isiness, 

Sale of its assets by the receiver. 
receiver alsa 
0 of procceds from 


} Operating the business following the 


filing of a petition in bankruptcy. 
Proceeds of the sale of assets are 
subject to chattel mortcages 
amounting to about $5.000. Lesses 
to creditors probably will be about 
60 cents on the dollar. 

Donaldson was questioned about 
a shrinkage of $SS.000 in assets from 
the date of his last financial state- 
ment, September 30, 1927, to the 
date of his schedule, after January 
i4 last. He attributed it to the 
difference between going value and 
forced sale value. The statement 
had listed $66.000 as the net worth 
of the company in September, while 
the schedule showed $22,000 of lia- 
bilities over assets. 

Donaldson said his firm had no 
connection with the lithographing 
company of a similar name at New- 
port, Kentucky, which is known 
throughout the United States and 
Canada in outdoor show circles. 


Long Island Park Plans 
Comeback This Summer 


North Reach, L. I., plans a come- 
back as an amusement resort next 
summer. Gala Prrk, scrapped two 
seasons ago, has been taken over by 
the Phillips Amusement Co. for re- 
opening early in May. 

Frank Phillips, general manager 
of the Phillips Co., will install new 
rides and features. 


Parks’ Opening Dates 


Parks in and near New York have 
already begun conditioning for the 
new season, 

Schenck Brothers’ Palisades Park, 
Palisades, N. J., will be the first to 


usher in the season, April 28. 
Steeplechase, Coney Island, will 
officially start a week later, with 


Luna, Coney Island, set for May 12. 


Leland Quits “Billboard” 

yordon Leland, dramatie editor of 
the “Billboard,” has resigned and 
will produce a play of his own writ- 
ing. Wilfred J. Riley, former as- 
sistant, succeeds. 

Leland objected to 
McHenry's attitude in 
York office. 


Wild West for ‘Coney 


F. L. Kenjockey will crerate the 
Indian Village, Luna Park, Coney 
Island, N. Y., next summer with a 
wild west show, and an Indian band 
of 15 pieces, 

After the park engagement Ken- 
jockety’s troupe will tour the fairs 
with Bernardi’s Greater Shows. 


Mrs. 
the 


Ivetta 
New 


GIRL FROLIC WITH CARNIT AL 
Marvin Kaesaer’s “Follies” has 
Signed as the feature of Miller 


Brothers’ carnival for the new sea- 


son. The outfit numbers fifteen and 
six-piece band doubling bally and 
show. 


Circus Settles Injury Suit 
Charleston, W. Va., March 27. 
The $1,000 damage action brought 
by James Hart, of this city, in be- 
half of his son, Clarence Hart, 
against the John Robinson Shows 
for alleged injuries suffered by the 
boy while in the employ of the cir- 
cus, was dismissed upon report of 

compromise. 
The circus agreed to pay $200 to 
the plaintilf. 


George Hayes Ahead Robinson's 
Dayton, March 27. 
Ceorge Hayes, ahead of Sells- 
Floto last season, goes in advance of 
the John Robinson Shows this sea- 
Son, 


Boardwalk at Thompson's Park 
rides and a boardwalk will 
cature Park, Rockaway 


it h, 


New 


this summer 
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Any doubt that vaudeville is pass- 
ing is quickly dispelled by looking at 
the shows at the American. It is 
not only passing but just about pass- 
ing out. 

In days gone by the American was 
considered a model vaudeville the- 
atre, attended by a rather consistent 
business. Now a not too choosy 
crowd from a gradually deteriorating 
neighborhood, goes there to see pic- 
tures and occassionally stays for the 
vaudeville. 

Better class patronage now hies 
itself to the Senate, modern presen- 
tation house, just a short distance 
away. But as long as the American 
sticks to its 35c. top, it will prob- 
ably continue to operate and pay 
salaries after they have been prop- 
erly sliced by “Kut” Kahl. 

That vaudeville and the way it is 
presented is surely going into the 
discard is not revealed necessarily 
by the acts but by the laxity of 
house management, both back and 
front. Little imperfections in staging 
and production, endless little de- 
tails and ragged edges that are tol- 
erated, rather than rectified. 

Small and medium-sized vaude- 
ville is growing lethargic. It is in 
an inextricable rut of laziness. It 
lacks co-operation frdm good pro- 
ducers, costumers, routiners, and 
agents. And the sad part of it is 
that vaudeville don’t care, it has lost 
all the old pride, and it’s slipping, 
slipping fast. 

The acts ranged from fair to good, 
yet they all lacked something. 

There were Jack and Rita LaPearl, 
aman and woman doing a typically 
vaude rube act. He was proposing 
out of a book. She, wide-eyed, 
listened, and then accepted him. 
Then came a Dutchy looking wed- 
and more vaudeville 
gags. Oh, such obvious vaudeville! 
But, a nice little laugh-getter for a 
small-time house. Cropely and Vio- 


When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 


The Sensation of the Season 


Wwoo DS Randolph and Dearborn 


TWICE DAILY 


A A. H. WOODS’ i Mts. Wed. & Sat. 


DELPH 


ETHEL WATERS 


“Finest artist of her race.’’—Ashton 
vens, 


pancer’s “AFRICANA” 


- Greatest Dancing Show in the World 


Most Beautiful Afro-American Music 
w dnesday and 
BLACKSTONE Saturday Mats. 


4 lL. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mgrs. 
TWO WEEKS ONLY 
In Sardou’s Masterpiece 


“DIPLOMACY” 


SAM H. Matinees Wednes- 
Harris day and Saturday 
GILBERDT MILLER 

Presents ETHEL 


BARRYMORE 


in ‘THE CONSTANT WIFE’ 


By W. SOMERSET MAUGHAM 


TWICE 


ERLANGER 


A. L. ERLANGER Presents 


Eddie Dowling 


in the Season’s Musical Smash Hit 


. “Honeymoon Lane” 


With the Original B’way Cast of 100 
Beauty Chorus and Production 


SELWYN Mats. Thurs. and Sat. 
SCHWAB and MANDEL Bring Yoe 


THE NEW COLLEGIATE 
MUSICAL COMEDY 


“GOOD NEWS” 


with an 
ALL-AMERICAN TEAM OF PLAYERS 
FORTY FLAPPER FRESHIES 
ABE LYMAN (Himself) & HIS ORCH. 


ILLINOIS 


A. L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mers. 
CHARLES DILLINGHAM Presents 


BEATRICE LILLIE 


In a New Musical Farce Comedy 


“SHE’S MY BABY” 
_ with CLIFTON WEBB 


let, neat looking couple dressed in 
white satin, working with lariats to 
the music of their own four-piece 
orchestra. Orchestra rather nice, 
the team good, and closing with 
some duo work, the ~irl whirling her 
lariat the while. 

And then came Charles Wilson 
and Co. Wilson reeled off a lot of 
horseplay with two hoofers that do 
the work in the act. Lucille Homan 
and Co. (4) with a really nice little 
flash dance revue, colorful special 
drop and nice costumery. A fair 
number of specialties, numerous 
changes, and an effective method of 
presentation. This act closed the 


atre changes from pictures to stock 
about April 1. Harry Minturn Co. 
will open there. 


Ray Frisz, manager Vendome the- 
atre, has been transferred to the 
Pickford. Arthur Weil, formerly 
manager, Lubliner and Trinz’ 
theon, will manage the Vendome. 


J. O'Connell has left the sales 
force of Universal's Chicago office. 


Demand for an accounting of 
profits on “Mary Lou” has been 
made by Abe Lyman and Russell 
Robinson, composers, through At- 
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bill and was worth the 35c. admis- 
sion. Picture, “The Forbidden 


Woman” (Pathe). Business fair. 
= Loop. 


A good vaude bill and a drawing 
name in the feature kept business 
from sliding at the Majestic Sun- 
day. This week’s bill is among the 
best the nouse. has had since inau- 
guration of the vaudfilm policy. 
Heavy comedy just as Monroe 
street likes it was dished bv Mack 
and Stanton in next to closing. 
Mack as an elegant bum cracked 
burlesque gags and whistled his 
s’s, while Stanton in a jailer’s out- 
fit handled the straight stuff and 
harmonized with his partner in 
some bellowing ditties. The whole 
Acsociation time ts easy meat for 
the pair. 

Ben Barton and orchestra held 
feature position with a goog pro- 
gram. Besides the 10 musicians and 
Barton there are two girls in spe- 
cialty spots, one a fiddler and the 
other an eccentric dancer. The or- 
chestra has 9 taianced mixture of 
light and serious stuff, climaxing 
when Barton wrings a hallad out of 
his heart. It gave him everything 
here. This outfit could score in a 
picture house, 

Barber and Jackson were suc- 
cessful with their comedy in fifth 
spot here. Dorothy Taylor, singing 
comedienca, who carries a banjoist 
instead of a pianist, uses the theme 
of normal sex ‘ife in all her num- 
bu: it does not bore nor of- 
fend. 

“Hits and Bits of 1928," a com- 
bination of burlesque bits with 
singing and dancing, was lightly re- 
ceived, with deuce spotting hurting. 
Co. consists of Nat Mann, comic; 
Gene Kane, straight, and Mallory 
Sisters, singers. Cortello’s circus, 
trick dog act, has added asset in the 
contortion abi‘ity of Cortello. A 
very good family opener. Zelda 
Brothers, limber-backed acrobats, 
likewise closed in considerably bet- 
ter style than is customary here. 

“The Latest From Paris,” screen 
feature. Loop. 


Four of the five acts on the 
Englewood last-half bill last week 
fitted Association standards easily 
and are reliable turns for other As- 
sociation or family houses. The 
fifth, Burke and Dur + (New Acts), 
an accordion affair, will get by but 
make no mark in the « .1e houses. 

Tobey Wilson headlined the bill 
with his familiar musical sketch in 
which he helps his daughter marry 
a poor but honest gent despite 
mama's intentions to get a count in 
the family. It’s venerable stuff but 
sure as delivered by Wilson. “Willie’s 
Reception,” song and dance revue 
with talk, is worked by two men 
and three girls. Nothing unusual 


unti] the men go into burlesque 
adagio. A ballad by one of the men 
is good. 


In the deuce Harding and Nelson, 
b. f. team, fooled around looking for 
treasure in a deserted cabin to okay 
resulis. The men start in one and 
then go to two for the cabin scene. 
rank Ruff, monologist, held next- 
to-closing with a monolog mainly 
showing why people shouldn’t pay 
income tax. Later he brought out 
his mother, who sings, and his 
father, a contortionist. Both have 
gray hair and go straight te family 
hearts because of it. 

“Bare Knees” (Cotham) feature. 
The house had lobby standees 
Thursday night. 


torney Phil R. Davis against Water- 
son, Berlin & Snyder. Royalties are 
claimed to have stopped several 
months ago. 


L. Ohlinger has purchased the 
Rosette theatre (pictures) W. 26th 
street. 


Balaban & Katz-Lubliner& Trinz 
have taken over the Varsity theatre 
at Evanston. Plays a*semi-weekly 
picture change. 


“Africana” moves from the Adel- 
phi April 7 into the Minturn-Central, 
a smaller house. 


A billboard war is being waged on 
the west side between the Haymar- 
ket (Mutual) and the Star and 
Garter, using stock burlesque. The 
Haymarket has cut its top to 60c. 


Names and the talent attached to 
them are the only things saving the 
K-A-O Palace, Chicago. Vaude- 
ville’s pathetic and unavailing “last 
stand” is exemplified by the Palace 
of the Easi and the Palace of the 
West. And these two old chieftains 
hang on tenaciously. 

Headlining this week’s Chicago 
effort of the two-a-day in the Pal- 
ace of the West is Elsie Janis. El- 
sie Janis is the same sensation she 
has always been. 

Dare Wahl and Co. opened with 
hand balancing and comedy acro- 
batics. Billy Fairell and Co. (4), 
an elderly man and woman end a 
team of youngsters, offered a neatly 
presented dance foursome, woven 
into story form to afford an effective 
bit of precentation. 

Max Fisher and California Or- 
chestra (12) are garbed as trouba- 
dours, working before attractive 
scenery. Several solo and selected 
ensemble numbers, supplemented by 
an occasional comic novelty, served 
to relieve band monotony. Trahan 
and Wallace, hits. Trahan, a comic 
at a piano, and Vesta Wallace, an 
attractive, rather capab’e young 
woman who sings, dances and is a 
delightful foil, were among the dis- 
tinct clicks. 

Elsie Janis followed this team, 
preceding intermission. In the six- 
spot were the Arnaut Bros. in their 
funny act. Winnie Lightner was 
another name act that registered in 
next to closing. Jack Redmond, 
golf expert, closed. Business fair. 


Twelve hundred employees of the 
Balaban & Katz-Lubliner & Trinz 
theatres at the 131st Regiment 
Armory held an athletic meet. The 
final games of the inter-theatre 
basketball league wére also played. 
Trophies were donated by the four 
Balaban’ brothers, Morris Katz, 
Herbert L.g Stern and John T. 
Knight. Lester Dally, managerial 
supervisor for Balaban & Katz, was 
in charge of events. 


“Africana” puts on extra mid- 
ae performances, the first March 


Erskin Tate’s colored orchestra 
has moved from the Vendome thea- 
tre to the Metropolitan. Tate’s 
band had been at the Vendome for 
nine yeurs, 


Carme Romano, heading the, 
largest real estate firm in the coun- | 
try selling exclusively to show peo- } 
ple, ig promoting a theatrical sum- | 
mer resort In Land o’ Lakes, near | 
Winchester, Wis. | 


Chicago professionals interested | 


McCarthy Eros.’ Ambassador the- in the venture inelude Milton Weil. 


Al Beilin, Ez Keough, George Riley, 
J. Faggen, Ted Leary and Walter 
Donovan, 


Pete Higgins plays a return date 
at the Diversey theatre March 29. 


Ben Tidwell, former Chicago rep- 
resentative for George Bentley of 
St. Louis has gone to New York 
to become associated with Arthur 
Horwitz. 


Eleven. new leases been 
filed on oll property at Muskegon, 
Mich. This city, which has seen an 
overnight oil development, is the 
home of the Theatrical Colony 
Yacht Club. 


Sam Lyons of Lyons and Lyons, 
New York, was in Chicago making 
arrangements for the opening of an 
office here. 


H. Leopold Spitalny, musical di- 
rector of Balaban & Katz’s Chicago 
theatre, has been selected to put on 
the opening orchestral program at 
the new Minnesota theatre for 
Finkelstein & Ruben’s Publix the- 
atre. 


Billy Butts, formerly manager of 
the Acudemy at Waukegan, has re- 
turned from a vacation on the 
West Coast to act as house man- 
ager of the Great States Princess 
theatre, Joliet. 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Shubert-Teck.—“Gay Paree.” 
Erlanger.—‘King of Kings.” 
Buffalo.—“Old Ironsides.” 
Hipp.—‘“College.” 

Great Lakes.—“‘Alias the Deacon.” 

Loew’s.“The Smart Set.” 

Lafayette.—‘“Silk Stockings.” 

Gayety.—"High Flyers,” 

Court Street (Stock).—“The Di- 
vorce Question.” 


Royce Grimm, beauty’ contest 
manager, returned here from De- 
troit on charges of Mann Act viola- 
tions, was released on bail in the 
sum of $3,000 after spending the 
week-end in jail here. Grimm’s 
companion, Jessie Gray, also known 
as Thelma Williams, also known as 
Miss Pittsburgh, was released in 
$1,000 bail. The federal authorities 
are investigating Grimm’s beauty 
contest activities here during the 
past month. 


The training of Shubert managers 
locally for the Erlanger house and 
their recruiting by the Erlanger or- 
— is a laugh along the local 
rialto. 


The Shuberts are making a strong 
effort to push “My Maryland,” which 
returns here on April 16 for a third 
engagement this season. Practically 
every club and society has been cir- 
cularized with leggers offering blocks 
of seats for the engagement at a 
considerable reduction from the reg- 
ular boxoffice prices. Among the rep- 
resentations made by the Shuberts 
is the following: 

“Everywhere that this great mu- 
sical success has appeared it has 
been in demand for group theatre 
parties by clubs and societies, who 
have held parties with considerable 
profit to their treasuries. We are in 
a position to make an attractive 
proposition to you whereby you may 
obtain a considerable discount off 
the regular box office price.” 

George H. Leighton, manager of 
the Erlanger theatre here since its 
opening last September, was forced 
into retirement due to ill health. 
His condition was pronounced seri- 
ous and he was taken to Syracuse 
following confinement to his apart- 
ment at the Hotel Statler. 

Simultaneously it was announced 
Robert MacNabb, manager of the 
Teck, would resign from the Shubert 
house and succeed Leighton at the 
Erlanger, 

Mr. Leighton to Buffalo in 
the fall of 1926 after mananging the 
Shubert-Jefferson at St. Louis for 
15 years. When the Erlanger opened 
last fall he resigned from the Shubert 
house to become resident manager 
of the new house. Now the pro- 
curing by the Erlanger of MacNabb. 
who has developed a strong personal 
following locally as well as a knowl- 
edge of conditions hereabouts, is 
regarded as a shrewd move. 

A new theatre, to be known as the 
Jefferson, is to be erected on Jeffer- 
son avenue between E. Utica and 
Glenwood avenue with work start- 
ing immediately. The house to be 
erected by the Jefferson Holding 
Corporation will cost $250,000 and 


ALBANY, N. Y. 
By HENRY RETONDA 


Capitol—“Blossom Time” 
to Wed.); “Ziegfeld Follies” 
to Sat.). 

Strand—“Red Hair.” 

Ritz—“The Garden of Eden.” 

Leland—‘“Sharpshooters.” 

Clinton Square—“The Girl From 
Gay Paree” and “Wolf Fangs,” 

Grand—Pictures and vaude. 


(Mon, 
(Thurs, 


Charles A. Smakwitz, manager 
the Albany, has been named pode 
ager of the Ritz house. Anthony 
De Wolfe Veiller resigned a week 
ago. 


Herman Vineberg has purchas 
the Arbor theatre, neighborhood. ” 


An audience of more than 100 
mostly children, were driven from 
the Eagle theatre by fire. The chil- 
dren were led out of the house by 
Marie Ruff, the organist, 


T. Frederick H. Candlyn, organ- 
ist, and a teacher of music at the 
New York State College for Teach- 
ers, suffered a broken leg in a fall, 


Ringling Brothers and Barnum 
and Bailey will be the first circus 
in town this year. The circus is 
scheduled to appear June 26 at 
Menands, about two miles from Al- 
bany. From present indications all 
circuses will at Menands 
this year instead of Hoffman park, 
Albany. 


A return engagement of the 
“Jazz Singer” with vita April 2 at 
the Strand. 


Jerry B. Badgley, chairman of the 
building committee for the new 
Masonic building here is in New 
York City arranging for the leas- 
ing of the theatre in the new tem- 
ple with a movie interest. It is un- 
derstood Paramount has been dic- 
kering. Theatre will seat 3,500. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


- By JO ABRAMSON 

Werba’s Brooklyn — “King -of 
Kings.” 

Teller’s—“‘Wings.” 

Majestic—“Chicago.” 

Cort (Jamaica) — “Student 
Prince.” 

Strand—“Heart of Follies Girl’—- 
stage show. 

Werba’s Rivera—“The Squall.” 

Fulton (stock)—‘Under Cover.” 

Loew’s Met—“Smart Set”—vaude. 

Albee—"“Dressed to Kill’’—vaude, 

St. George Playhouse — “Rose- 
Marie.” 

Momart—“The Devil's Skipper.” 

Orpheum—“Patent Leather Kid” 
and vaude. 


Werba's Brooklyn drops legit for 
“King of Kings” for two weeks. At 
Teller’s “Wings” held over another 
week. 


Majestic only house holding stage 


attraction in Brooklyn. “The 
Wrecker” due next week, and 
“Broadway” at Cort, 

Randolph Sommerville’s group, 


Washington Square Players, in 
“Outward Bound” at Brooklyn Lit- 
tle Theatre April 27. Little The- 
atre Opera Company is scheduled to 
produce “Robin Hood” at the 
Brooklyn Little theatre April 9% 
Kendall Mussey directing. 


At Keith’s Bushwick, local fash- 
ion show. 


Sunday concerts at Werba’s 


Rivera, flop. 


MORRISON 
HOTEL 


CHICAGO 


World's tallest, 1944 rooms and baths 


ST. REGIS HOTEL 


Running water in all rooms 
Conveniently located to all theatres 
Within walknig distance of the loop 


have a capacity of 1,700. 


516 N. Clark 8t., Phone—Superior 132% 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 


RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED 


48 Kast 220 Street (opposite “L” station), Chicago, IB. 
The Rendezvous of the Theatrical Stars 
CIVIC AND POLITICAL CELEBRITIES 
RALPH GALLET, Manager 


CAFE IN THE WORLD 


Phone CALUMET 3399 
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SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 
President—"“Madame X” (stock). 
Metropolitan—“Broadway.” 
Pantages—"“Come to My House,” 

yaude. 
tle—‘Red Hair.” 
of Honor.” 
de. 
ver ifth Avenue—‘Chicago.” 
Columbia—“Love Me and _ the 


‘World Is Mine.” 


Blue Mouse—‘Wild Geese.” 
Strand—“Beau Sahreur.” 

Winter Garden—“Rawhide Kid.” 
United Artists—‘Ramona.” 


Moroni Olsen Players opened 
March 21 up at the Met for four 


‘days in “Candida.” 


Chicago Civic Opera Co. was at 


“Fifth Avenue March 19, 20, 21. Top 
pprice. 


$10. Total gross estimated 
around $52,000. 


An endowment for maintenance 
of Seattle Symphony Orchestra on 
a permanent basis has been prac- 


tically assured. Karl Krueger will 


be retained as director. Frank E. 


Slyde has been appointed business 


manager. 


William (Bill) McCurdy, north- 
west manager for Henry Duffy, has 
arranged for removal of the Duffy 


' Players in Portland from the Music 


Box to the Heilig. Calvin Heilig 
came up from Portland to close the 
deal with McCurdy. The Players 
close at Music Box Saturday, April 
28, and open the 29th at Heiliz. 
The Orpheum is now in Heilig, 
Portland, but understood the vaude 
circuit closes in Portland early in 
April. This is unsually early in 
the season, but very poor business 
in Portland for Orpheum is ac- 
countable. 


Joe Danz has closed the Liberty 
after just about getting by as a 
15c. house, the reason assigned be- 
ing certain demands from the city 
fire chief for alterations. 


The Marathon dance has hit this 
town. March 28 Trianon, where 
Herb Wiedoeft’s orchestra plays, 
has a contest, tripping from north 
city limits, to Trianon and 100 laps 
around the dance floor. Distance 
about eight miles. John Savage, 
owner, Butler cabaret, is proprietor 
of Trianon. 


Neal East, former branch man- 
ager for Paramount in Portland, 
has taken over the local Paramount 
exchange, succeeding George End- 
ert. A deal with W. C. was made 
by East, whereby Harold Lloyd's 
“Speedy” goes in soon at _ the 
United Artists. 


The Colonial (W. C.), Tacoma, is 
now managed by Nick Schmitz. 


The local Orpheum now sells its 
combination shows for a 50c, top 
and a quarter mats., with three 
continuous shows daily. These are 
the lowest prices ever charged here 
by the local Orpheum. 


The space received in the local 
dailies by the local engagement of 
the Chicago Civic Opera Co. was 
the biggest yet given any attrac- 


AT LIBERTY 
After April 30 


Mr. Henry Calderwood 


reliable engagement in city 
repertoire or one-night stand. 
heavies, some characters, Can 


For 
stock, 
Leads, 
direct. 


Address, Broadway, Greenville, O. 


FOR MODERN 
SENSATIONAL 
STAGE 
DANCING 


Stretching and 
Limbering Exercises 


Now at 
132-136 W. 43d St. 
New York 


THEATRICAL OUTFITTERS 
1580 Broadway New York City 


Jack Manning Studios 


Specialists in Teaching 


TAP DANCING 


Special Morning Classes for Professionals 
110 West 47th St. Bryant 4450 
(Rehearsal Hall) 


Eyebrows and 
Lashes Darkened 


Permanently 


Colonra darkens them permanently with one 
application. Easy to apply—harmless. Un- 
aiTected by washing, creams, perspiration, 
etc. Eyebrows and lashes shaped and dark- 
ened by experts at our shops, 50c. Box of 


tion in this town. The company, 
which plays here three days, is 
presented at the West Coast Fifth 
Avenue theatre by George T. Hood. 
The opera eompany leaves for 
Portland following their Seattle en- 
gagement. Owing to W. C. giving 
the Fifth Avenue theatre for the 
opera engagement, the regular pro- 
gram, which consisted of “Becky” 
and Fanchon and Mareo’s stage 
presentation, was postponed. The 
entire stage show was sent intact 
to the W. C. house in Bremerton, 
Wash. 


John Danz’s Palace Hip “Family 
Night,” held every Monday, allows 
as many patrons to see the show 
for one admission price. 


Ted Emerson, Portland news- 
paperman, is handling publicity for 
the new Seattle Publix house. 


A 99-year lease was recently con- 
summated by J. G. Von Herberg, 
theatre magnate, on the property 
located at Sixth and Pine. This 
deal, which involves around $5,000,- 
000, makes “Von” one of the largest 
land lessors in the northwest. He 
recently closed another deal for the 
outright purchase of the corner at 
Fourth and Steward. 


Eddie Peabody goes in the West 
Coast Fifth Avenue March 30. 


Al Short, in charge of house or- 
chestras for Publix, was in town 
conferring with Alex Levine, man- 
ager of new Seattle. Arthur 
Clauson, who went to Portland to 
conduct the symphony orchestra, 
has returned and will lead the or- 
chestra at the Seattle house. 


Eddie FitzgeraM, press agent 
with Pantages for many years, is 
now in the advertising game. 


A recent check-up by city au- 
thorities as to the seating capaci- 
ties of the various downtown 
houses gave the total of 19,300. 
This total does not include the 3,100 
seats that the new Mayflower will 
have or the 1,200 that will be in- 
stalled in Hamrick’s new Music 
Box theatre, to be erected shortly. 
At the present time there is one 
downtown seat for 24 people in 
Seattle, counting only the down- 
town houses. As to the entire seat- 
ing capacity of the town, there is 
in the neighborhood of around 
50,000, which makes it a per capita 
of one seat for every nine people. 


Seattle’s fighting theatre and bus- 
iness executive, Frank Edwards, 
elected mayor by 10,000 majority, 
gave local show people a thrill of 
pleasure, 

Edwards has been in the show 
game for 15 yeais He built up a 
circuit of downtewn second runs, 
including the Winter Garden. Then 
he sold them to Universal about a 
year ago for around $200,000. 

With his retirement from theatri- 
cals Edwards did not forget his 
show friends. It looks now that the 
whip which Mrs. Landes, former 
mayor and defeated, held on local 
theatres and @ancthalls, is to be 
given a lighter forée by Edwards 
when he takes his official duties over 
in June. 

At the present tim> the Pacific 
NortLwest is represented by having 
two former theatrical figures as 
chief city executives. The other 
mayor is George L. Baker. Before 
taking up poitics he was owner and 
manager of the famous Baker thea- 
tre, Portland, Ore. 


It looks like the big announcement 
made recently by West Coast Thea- 
tres circuit of Fox’s Movietone and 
short subjects in the Fifth Avenue, 


here; Broadway, Tacoma, and 
Broadway, Portland, has stuck a 
snag. 


Negotiations have been going on 
for many weeks between Herschel 
Stuart, district West Coast man- 
ager, and union officials, regarding 
the showing of Movietone, with each 
faction standing pat and a probable 
result that the Pacific Northwest 
will have to go without it. 

According to Stuart, the local op- 
erator’s union, wants W. C. to put 
on four additional operators in the 
Fifth Avenue for Movietone. Each 
operator is to receive a weekly sal- 
ary of $75. The house for the past 
few weeks has been trying to econ- 
omize to the bone. 

In Portland a similar situation 
exists, with no definite arrangement 
yet reported reached by Richard 
Spier, district manager for W. C, in 
that territory. 

It is said that W. C. will not give 
in to the union demands as concerns 
the putting on of these four addi- 
tional operators, while the union is 
also waiting for new developments. 
It was hinted here that the new 
mayor-elect, Frank Edwards, him- 
self once a theatre operator, may be 
asked by both sides to act as arbi- 
trator and try to adjust the matter. 


Seattle houses may have a tough 
battle on their hands, and it won't 
be altogether from the box-office 
standpoint. 

John Danz, operator of a string of 
second-run downtown houses, has 
been on the outs with the local 
unions. As a result he has been 
running his houses non-union. Much 
trouble and agitation exist between 
the Danz houses and the unions. 
His houses were recently damaged 
from untraceable suurces, 


Coloura with instructions, $1.25 postpaid. 
Seiro’s, 26 W. S8th St. & 34 W. 46th St. N.Y. 


Recently an wnusual happening 
hoeenurred at the new big Seattle 
Publix house and the Fifth Avenue 


«(W.C.). Stench bombs were thrown 
into those houses and said to have 
put the audiences in a tumult. The 
siage performance was just about 
in its centre at the Seattle when the 
bomb forced the audience to leave 
en masse. At the Fifth Avenue a 
bomb also did its part in making 
the crowd uncomiortable, 

This is the first time in Seattle’s 
show history, according to local 
showmen, that the stench bomb 
menace has been so freely used. 
Both the new Seattie ard the Fifth 
Avenue have been on friendly terms 
with Iecal unions, ana no reason 
can be acccunted for this happening. 

A few suspicious characters have 
been suspected, but no arrests have 
been made, 


“Many complaints registered, ask- 
ing something be done so as to quiet 
the melodious strains of music 
heard outside of the new Seattle 
theatre (Publix), and which seems 
to jisturb near-by hotel customers. 
Theatre is situs ted on 9th and Pine 
street, in the midst of the hotel and 
apartment house district. Alex Le- 
vine, manager of the house, doubts 
that any noise or music can be 
heard outside of the house so as to 
upset anyone. He intends making 
a test case if the house is ordered to 
cease grinding orchestra or organ 
music. 


Everything has not turned out 
well for Joe Danz, loval theatre op- 
erator, who recently t.vk a lease 
from West Coast Theatre on their 
local flop Liberty. After operating 
the house as a 15-cent grind, Danz 
got into a jam with the local unions, 
and as a result pulled all union 
labor from the house. He duplicated 
non-union help in the house. Rent 
is understood to be $2,000 monthly. 

After a few days of pictures at 
this house, Danz threw up_ the 
sponge and ordered the house closed. 
He is now holding the sack, as he fs 
stuck with an iron-clad lease which 
W. C. was glad to give him. Louis 
Cohen, W. C. real estate expert, 
handled the negotiations and made a 
great job out of it. 


Ray Watkins, musical supervisor 
for the new Mayflower, announces a 
25-piece grand orchestra instead of 
opening with the originally planned 
65 pieces and then cut. 

The 25 pit men will be directed by 
George Lipschultz in concerts. The 
Stage orchestra will also be con- 
ducted by Lipschultz. Stage pre- 
sentations and prologs are pro- 
gramed. Opening now looks like end 
of May. 

Kay L. Brown, turmerly. at Blue 
Mouse, will be house manager, 

Looks tike the house will go on its 
own, rumcrs of declIs with West 
Ceast or Tiffany te.ng denied by 
management. Casper Fischer is 
general manager of the concern. 


DETROIT 
By JOE BIGELOW 


Variety’s Detroit Office 
Tuller Hotel 


Cass (Shubert) —‘“Don’t Count 
Your Chickens.” 

Garrick (Shubert)—Dark. 

Lafayette (Shubert) — Sir Harry 
Lauder. 

New Detroit (B. C. Whitney)— 
“Sidewalks of New York.” 

Shubert Detroit (Shubert)—“G. V. 
Foll'es” (2d week). 

Bonstelle Playhouse — “Tommy” 
(stock). 

Majestic—“Just Married” (Wood- 
ward Players). 


Adams (Kunsky) — Crowd” 
(1st week). 
Capitol (Kunsky)—‘“The Blue 


Danube”-stage band presentation. 

Fox Washington (Fox) — “Sun- 
rise’’-Movietone (8th week). 

Madison (Kunsky) — “Student 
Prince” (1st week). 

Michigan (Kunsky-Publix)—"Take 
Chance” Week. 

United Artists (U. A.)—Sorrell 
#ha Son” (ist week). 

Oriental (Miles)—“Coney Island’’- 
Pan vaude. 

State (Kunsky)—“Flying Romeos” - 
Loew vaude, 

Temple (K-A-O) — “Ladies Must 
Dress”-K-A, vaude. 

Cadillac — “Hollywood 
(Mutual), 

Stock burlesque downtown at 
Broadway Strand, Palace, Avenue, 
Loop and National theatres. 


Cc. H. Miles’ Oriental is an up-to- 


Scandals” 


date theatre with every «ttribute 
necessary to a picture house, yet 
picture house in everything but 


policy. 

The day when Miles could offer an 
actor foun solid weeks in Detroit 
and give it to him !s past. The 
present time fit.ds Charlie with a 
more beautiful theatre than he eve: 
before possessed, but weighting it 
with mediocre films and Pantag 
vandeville. 

The point to impress 
Oriental, after jabbing its chief 
source of opposition. Kunskvy's 
State, has heen beaten to the punch 
in the last round. The State will! 
shortly go stage band, leaving the 
vaudfilm field to the Oriental. 


is that the 


obviously tax the house a pretty 
penny. They look like dough and 
play Mke dough. However, there 
hasn't been @ Pan show here in 
weeks that has not traversed 2 


stereotyped and monotonour road 
Fach and every one has opened with 


the usual acro turn, deuced with the 
proverbial two-act, and so oi until 
closing with a flash act. Oniy the 
names are dissimilar. 

Three Oranots, fine perch and pole 
act, all men, open. An exceptionally 
fair attraction. Edmunds and Fan- 
chon were lightweight in the deuce, 
but there was an immediate im- 
provement in tempo with “Broad- 
way Vanities,” following. This is a 
flash turn (T), with a sweet-voiced 
and nifty-looking prima and half a 
dozen competent and various styled 
dancers. Although there on talent, 


;act is most notable for its mvunting 


and costuming. One number includ- 
ed costumes that would fit into any 
$4.40 revue. An eye-filler and clicked. 

Ward and Raymond, around for 
years, stood up well in fourth spot. 
Man is practically the turn now, 
with woman well past being spright- 
ly. Show closed with Marion and 
Rosita and Albert’s Argentine string 
orchestra. A red-hot and obviously 
new version of the apache, in which 
the girl is tossed sq are on her 
Rand McNally without suffering a 
broken nose, features the aet and 
stands out as its main sales point. 
The orch is okay if you like Argen- 
tine string stuff, with its frequent 
discord. 

Pit crew at this house sounds very 


Bills supplied the Oriental by Pan | 


fine in accompaniment as well as 
jin an overture. If following as well 
jas it seems to, there isn’t a better 
| one around from an act's standpoint. 
Going in for organ stuff and adding 
a touch of film house lately with a 
lad named Boomhower. No _ solo 
noted, but he's billed. “South Sea 
Love” is typical of the quality of 
pictures with which the Driental is 
burdened. That might be an argu- 
ment against complete change to 
picture house classification, though 
the fact remains that the programs 
could not possibly be weakened by 
presentation. e 

Business satisfactory at the per- 
formance caught. 


Lillian Vezina and Theresa Mar- 
guerite Ryan, self-designated sweet- 
heart and adopted daughter, re- 
spectively, of the late Johnny Ryan, 
well-known gambler, expect to share 
in the large estate. 


Leo Dipal is under arrest for heav- 
ing beer bottles (empty) through 
the windows of the Anti-Saloon 
League offiice—from the outside. An 
extraordinary feature is that the 
windows happened to have glass in 
them when Leo did his stuff. 


“Don't Count Your Chickens” 
(Mary Boland), produced by Sam 
Harris and Hassard Short, opening 
at the Cass this week, is a new 
show. 

The Cinderella with the vaude 
booked since a week ago by Char- 
lie Mack announces it will stick to 
vaude. 


Vaudefilm for the entire week, on 
a one-split basis, will eliminate 
the stage band show the neighbor- 
hood failed to buy the past three 
weeks. The Roosevelt will also use 
Mack’s acts exclusively from now 
on and give air to the Harold Brow 
stock company and the band pre- 
sentations which have been split- 
ting six days a week. 


If the five-act show seen at the 
Cinderalla the last half of last week 
is an example, then the house can- 
not go altogether wrong with the 
Mack vaude. Of the quintet of 
turns there were standard, while of 
the remaining pair one can travel in 
any intermediate company. A laugh- 
getting start was provided by the 
Nathano Brothers (2), comic roller 


; principals are difficult to 


— 


skaters. Through the efforts of one 
of the brothers the audience was 
convulsed, Only a very mediocre 
finish mars an otherwise sure-fire 
opener. 

Burnam eould have held down the 
next to closing post, yet came in 
nicely in the deuce. This freak 
turn has been rerouted since lagt 
caught and is now considerably im- 
proved. Burnam, to insiders is a 
woman, but with the customers its 
a case of uncertain identity. Bur- 
nam dresses as a woman, but off- 
sets that with a masculine manner. 
The trick of raising the silver wig 
bit by bit on each bow is excellent, 
Burnam is distinetly double-voiced, 
drifting easily from soprano to an 
almost genuine baritone, 

Mortenson, who plays a pair of 
pianos simultaneously, clicked in 
number three, although handicapped 
in this house by misfit instruments. 
Perfect for presentations. 

Pacine Comedy Four, singing, 
boast of a bit more comedy materia} 
than most quartets. They try for 
novelty with a special olio and taxi 
driver garb. Comedy is handled by 
a Hebe character and will get over 
in the smal] time. It did here. 

Clark and Kennedy, five-people 
flash, could soft pedal the. girl 
Songstress now supplied with more 
than her share of spots. The name 
identify, 
but should be the two girl dancers. 
Pair of boy steppers complete the 
personnel. Act elosed and did 
nicely with the show in want of 
dancing up to then. 

“Honeymoon Hate,” 
less feature film. 

Two shows daily, three Sunday. 
Business has been way off lately, 
with matinees particularly under- 
nourished. The Cinderella is about 
five years old, but from the outside 
looks ten. An electric sign of hot 
dog stand proportions is the cause. 


a: meaning- 


Much reorganizing is anticipated 
around the United Artists’ theatre 
since the arrival last week of Mike 
Kavanaugh, Mike came on from 
New York to take over the mana- 
gerial post vacated by Charlie 
Hammerslough and occupied in the 
meantime by Cy Carpenter, Car- 
penter will continue in his former 
capacity under Kavanaugh. 

Mike is the third house manager 
since the U, A. opened seven weeks 
ago, as is Charles Baron press 
agent number three. Baron came in 
as road man with “My Best Girl” 
(film) and was retained in place of 


Leon Friedman, Friedman and 
Nellie Revell, who preceded, both 
resigned. 


The appointment of Kavanaugh {fs 
likely to limit the field of Bill 
Rudolph who, as district supervisor, 
oversees Detroit as well as holding 
down the manager job at United 
Artists in Chicago. 


Over 500 friends attended the 
funeral of Mrs. Helen Kessler, 40, 
wife of Charles Kessler, well known 
cafe man and political light of De- 
troit, and mother of Irene Kessler, 
local radio fan and lately in vaude- 
ville. 

Jim Corbett, at the State this 
week, is doubling as a sports writer 
for the “Times...” 


Paul Savoy, now booking week- 
end vaude for Kunsky’s Redford, 
Birmingham and De Luxe theatres, 


Bonstelle Playhouse wil) have 
Clemons as guest star in Shaw's 
“Saint Joan,” beginning April 2. 


Many thanks to Louis K. Sidney. 


| «42 


JACK SIDNEY 


Master of Ceremonies 


LOEW’S MIDLAND THEATRE 


KANSAS CITY, MO. 


19TH WEEK 


and Going Strong 


lishers, J. W. Jenkins Sons’ Music Co., for their big song hit, 


LUEBIRD 


Why Don’t You Call on Me?” 


A Great Success for Me This Week! 


Also sincere thanks to the gub- 
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San Francisco 


By JACK EDWARDS 


Variety’s San Francisco Office 
Loew’s Warfield Bldg. 
(Room 615) Prospect 1363 


For the fifth time in 28 years the 
student body of Santa Clara (Jesuit) 
college presented Clay M. Greene's 
“Passion Play,” once more providing 
the San Francisco Bay region with 
probably its most impressive dra- 

matic spectacle. Given by a cast of 
135 (all male students) with 35 prin- 
cipal or speaking parts, “Passion 
Play” of the Santa Clara grad of 
1869 again takes rank as the out- 
standing performance of any type 
ever given on the Pacific Coast by a 
student organization. 

The “Passion Play of Santa Clara” 
was first produced in 1901 and then 
oceasionally until 1923 when the 
fourth performances were given. 
In the initial presentation Edmund 
Lowe, screen actor, created the role 
of Judas. 

Five performances were given in 
the Santa Clara college auditorium 
(capacity 1,350) with opening night 
a sellout at $5 per seat. Remaining 
four performances scaled from 75 
cents to $1.50. A student orchestra 
under direction of Rev. Eugene M. 
Bacigalupi, S. J., provided a concert 
and entre acte music. The dramatic 
story of the life of Christ was writ- 
ten by Greene as his contribution 
to mark the Golden Jubilee of Cali- 
fornia’s oldest educational institu- 
tion. The play is the property of 
the university, through gift from the 
author. 


Through being underwritten by 
leading women's club organizations, 
Jack Brehany’s revival of “Appear- 
ances,” by Garland Anderson, for- 
mer colored bellhop of San Fran- 
cisco, is insured against loss during 
its four week stay at the Community 
Playhouse, where it was presented 
March 19 with a cast containing 
many of the original players. As- 
sociated with Brehany in the pro- 
duction is Mrs. D. J. Tallman of 
Los Angeles, former publicity wo- 
man. Community Playhouse has 
been leased for four weeks, and 
with a $2 top, figuring seven nightly 
performances and two matinees, can 
gross around $7,000 weekly. 


Harry Greenway arrived here to 
handle advance for “Wings” (road 
show picture) opening April 8 at the 
Columbia, 


W. B. Wagnon, manager of the 


‘Wotnentey, | March 28, 1928 


IEmbassy, flew from Chicago to San 
Francisco on his return from New 
York. 


Geary (legit) operated by Homer 
Curran in association with the Shu- 
berts, went dark March 24, with 
passing of coast production of “Bur- 
lesque,” and will probably remain 
so for next four or five weeks. 
Jeanne Eagles in “Her Cardboard 
Lover’ was to follow in two weeks 
but that’s off now. 


Henry Duffy will follow “New 
Brooms” at the Aleazar April 1 with 
“Take My Advice.” “New Brooms” 
is to be sent to Hollywood, with 
Irving Mitchell only principal held 
here for new comedy. Others in 
“Advice” include Ann McKay, Ruth 
Seville, Emerson Tracey, Helen 
Kears, Joseph de _ Stefani, Ken 
Browne and Robert Adams, “New 
Brooms” opens at El Capitan April 
8 with Jason Robards taking the son 
role, played here by Mitchell. 


Aerial Bartletts and Hazel Stall- 
ings sailed March 22 to open for J 
Cc. Williamson, Ltd., at Melbourne. 
Booked by Harry P. Muller. 


Leon Van Harout, French actor, 
doing screen work in Hollywood, has 
joined Andre Ferrier’s French Play- 
ers to play the lead in “L’Annonce 
Faite a Marie” (“The Tidings 
Brought to Mary”) at  Ferrier’s 
French Art Theatre. 


Leo, M-G-M trick lion, has been 
booked for Wirth’s circus in Aus- 
tralia and sailed from here on the 
steamer Tolken March 21. 


San Jose’s annual rose _ festival 
will be held May 18-19. Virginia 
Sanderson, head of dramatics de- 
partment of San Jose College, se- 
lected Kathryn Adams, 21, as queen 
of the fiesta. 


Louis B. Mayer (M-G-M), guest 
of honor at a luncheon tendered here 
at Palace Hotel by William H. 
Crocker, Republican National Com- 
mitteeman from California, told the 
Republican politicians that though 
he is not a politician, he is for Her- 
bert Hoover for President. Mayer 
is a Republican delegate from Cali- 
fornia to the K. C. convention. 


Harriet Bennett, San Francisco 
actress, is returning from Australia, 
where she has been for four years, 
mostly in musical comedy. 


Henry Duffy has announced man- 
agerial changes, effective April 8: 
William B. MeCurdy, transferred 
from Seattle to the new Duffy Van- 
couver, Vancouver, B. C. (scheduled 


| to open April 30). Arthur Frahm, 
now at the Music Box, Portland, 
foes to the Seattle house, with Mark 
Bowman, dramatic editor, Portland 
Oregonian, taking management of 
the Portland house, 


To commemorate the “22 years 
after” fete which San Francisco will 
observe April 14 (two decades and 
two years after the earthquake and 
fire), the South of Market Boys will 
present a musical and concert with 
more than 200 actors, singers, dan- 
cers and musicians taking part. 


Closing bill of season by the Lit- 
tle Theatre of the University of Cal- 
ifornia at Berkeley will be Ibsen's 
“Ghosts.” Commemorating the cen- 
tennial anniversary of Ibsen, the 
author's noted play given 
March 22 and 23 in Carmel, with 
Zeffie Tilbury playing the lead role. 


Irving (Isidor) Biscow, circus con- 
cessionaire, who returned here from 
Honolulu where he was with the Al 
G. Barnes circus, is being held by 
police and will be returned to the 
islands. Police believe he knows 
something of the swindling of 
Thomas Needham, millionaire Lon- 
don druggist, out of $140,000 a few 
weeks ago in a race track swindle 
game, 


A choir singer named _ Robert 
Burns disappeared several months 
ago in Marysville, leaving a string of 
had checks. He had only shortly 
prior come to town, but his singing 
won him a place. Now the checks 
are being made good, it developing 
Burns was Robert Edwin Brown, 
son of a wealthy eastern family who 
had become shell-shocked during the 
war and had no idea as to his iden- 
tity until he suddenly recovered his 
memory in a small town in Texas, 
and gradually recalled the Marys- 
ville incidents. 


Garret Fort, scenario writer, and 
bride, Mary Stuart, screen actress, 


came here on their honeymoon. 
They married recently in Holly- 
wood. 


J. J. Gottlob, manager Columbia 
theatre here, and Mrs. Gottlob have 
gone to Los Angeles on business 
and pleasure. 


Ohio—“‘Silver Cord.” 

Hanna—‘“Broadway.” 

Little—“The Captive” (4th week) 
(stock). 

Colonial—“Jungle Fever” (2d 
week). 

Alhambra—Johnny Get Your Gun” 
(McLaughlin Stock). 

Stillman—“The Gaucho.” 


Allen—‘‘Red Head.” 


State—‘“‘Bringing Up Father.” 
Palace (K-A)—‘Shepherd of the 
Hills.” 


The girls and boys at the local 
box offices are distinguishing them- 
selves in foiling hold-up gentry. 
Not long ago a girl at the Colonial’s 
window saved the theatre some im- 
portant money by locking the safe 
when a gun was thrust in her face. 

This week two lads with guns 
tried to stick up the Ohio box office. 
The girls put up a fight. There was 
a scuffle, in the course of which 
Grace Harris. assistant treasurer, 
remarked: “No kids are going to 
push me around!” She told Helen 
Novak, box-office employee, to drop 
a wad of $4,000 in the waste-paper 
basket... 

The bandits, apparently not pro- 
fessional, fired a shot at the floor 
and ran away with about $100, pur- 
sued in a taxi by William Barbour, 
boy box-office clerk. 


No immediate or important 
changes are expected in the person- 
nel of the Loew's theatres here as 
a result of the voluntary kissing out 
of the local men who for years have 
controlled most of the important 
picture houses here in association 
with Loew's. 

Joseph Laronge, Ed. Strong and 
Fred Desberg are reported to have 
obtained about $7,000,000 for their 
holdings from the Loew crowd. 

Thirteen theatres were involved, 
including the State, Allen, Stillman, 
Granada, Park, Doan, Liberty, Mall, 
Cameo, Circle and Heights. 

Fred Desberg will continue as 
general manager of the Loew the- 
atres here on a salary basis. 


Jack Norworth playing at Keith’s 
105th, stepped acrgss the street 
Saturday night to join Robert Mc- 
Laughlin’s Stock Company as a 
visiting star, 


“The Captive” has broken all rec- 
ords at the Little theatre. It may 
do another week after this, making 


five in all. Following “The Cap- 
tive,” Stribling and Wallace's 
“Rope,” a New York failure, is 
booked. 


NEWARK 


By C. R. AUSTIN 
Broad—“The Spider.” 
Shubert—“Lulu Belle.” 
Branford—“Wife 

policy. 
Mosque—“The Jazz Singer—Vita- 
phone (2d week). 
Rialto—“The Garden of Eden.” 
Fox Terminal—‘Truxton King” 


—*‘San Francisco Nights.” 


nue, 


Savers” — | 
| contract with the Shuberts but is 


Proctor’s—“The Showdown” 
vaudeville. 


Loew’s State—‘“The Enemy” — 
vaudeville, 
Newark—“Chicago” (2d week)— 


vaudeville. 
Capitol—“A Sailors Sweetheart” 
—‘The Love Mart.” 
Goodwin—“The Gaucho.” 
Empire— “Simon Called Petar” 
(Stock). 
Lyric—“Nite Life in Paris.” 
Orpheum — “Steamboat Days" —~ 
films. 
Sanford, Irvington—Rose- Maria” 
—m. c. policy. 


“Chicago,” held over at the New. 
ark, is beating the play into the 
Broad by a week. Adams has also 
held over the Harry C. Lewis Play- 
ers in a different revue. 


Stanley-Fabian has made several 
changes in the way of retrench- 
ment, due, it is said, to more direct 
supervision by the Stanley Co, 
Michael J. Cullen has been dropped 
at the Mosque, with Milton Zucker, 
treasurer, adding the duties of house 
manager. Jacob Flex has left the 
Ritz, Elizabeth. John Tobin has 
been added as assistant manager at 
the Capitol, Newark. Abe Zucker, 
treasurer, Branford, has become 
manager of the Royal, Bloomfield, 
Joe Lefkowitz succeeds Charles K, 
Eagles as manager, Regent, Pater- 
son. Sam Braskin is the new treas- 
urer of the Branford. 


Calvin Thomas has joined the 
Empire Players. 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 


The Stratford Hotel, for many 
years a rendezvous for theatrical 
folks, is to be replaced, at the south- 
east corner of Eighth and Pine 
streets, by a 15-story $350,000 hotel, 
to be called the Mark Twain. Julius 
Feldman, who owns the Stratford, 
will be the owner of the M: ark 
Twain. 


Harry Weiss, for six years man- 
ager of the St. Louis branch of First 
National Pictures, is seeking another 
connection ‘on account of a curtail- 
ment of expenses.” His resignation 
is stated to be effective April 7, 
Home address is 5572 Clemens ave- 
St. Louis. 


Phil Baker is not severing his 
expected to rejoin “A Night in 
Spain” when it leaves Chicago, 
where Al Jolson was rushed into 
the Baker role. 


Api 


~RIB BON LIST. 


ACCESSORIES 


The LITTLEJOHNS Rhinestones 


Anything in Rhinestones 
Also PERFECT Machine for Setting 
254 West 46th St. Chickering 7725 


BEAUTY CULTURE 


REDUCE SCIENTIFICALLY 
fA0OK young, FEEL young, BE young 
Results Assured—Rates Keasonable 
SALLY WOLFE INSTITUTE 
585 West End Ave., New York 
Schuyler 8801 Cor. 88th St. 


Results 
REDUCE Guaranteed 
No natvels diet—No difficult exercises 
tila 
Jack O DRIEN 
Room 210, 154 Nassau 
Uptown, 1658 B’ way at 5tst 


Beekman 9125 
Circle 0465 


CL EANERS- 
MISCH 


Theatrical Cleaner and Dyer 
Work Done Overnight 
Goods Caitled for and Delivered 


225 W. 47th St. Lackawanna 3892 


COSTUMES 


EAVES COSTUME CO. 


Costumes of Every Description 
For Every Occasion 
110 West Forty-Sixth Street 


~ DRAPERIES 
NOVELTY SCENIC STUDIOS 


Draperies, Scenery, Stage Settings 
340 West 4ist St. Lack. 9233 


TRIMMINGS 
Consolidated Trimming Co., Inc. 


Manufacturers and Designers 


Upholstery & Drapery Trimmings 


27-33 West 23d = 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE 
IN VARIETY 
DON’T ADVERTISE 


DESIGNERS 


JOHN WENGER 


Art Director and of ¥. 
Productions anc 
MOTION PICTURE PRE: SF NTATIONS 
939 8th Ave. Columbus 4569 


LOANS 


On Diamonds, Jewelry, Furs, Clothing, 
Musical Instruments 
and All Kinds of Personal 
PAUL KASKEL & SONS 
9 Columbus Av., bet. 59th and 60th Sts. 


FA BRICS 
DAZIAN’S. INC. 


THEATRICAL GOODS 
Bryant 1062-3937-6177 
142-144 West Forty-Fourth Street 


MAHARAM TEXTILE CO., Inc. 


Unusual Fabrics for Scenery 
Costumes and Draperies from Our Own 
Mills 
Bryant 2511 
107 W. 48th St. Opp. Friars’ Club 


MENDELSOHN’S TEXTILE CORP. 
SCENERY AND COSTUME FABRICS 
Silks—Tinsel Cloth—Plushes 
156 W. 45th St. Bry. 1372-5234 


FLORIS TS 


The Appropriate Gift 
A. WARENDORFY. INC 
Hotel Astor Lack. 6568 


BLUMENFIELD’S 


Fur Coats cleaned, glazed and relined, $20 
Storage and Remodeling 
Catering to the Profession 
204 State-Lake Bldg., Chicago 
Phone Dearborn 1253 


COWNS RENTED 


GOWNS and WRAPS of EVERY DESCRIPTION 
Rented For All Occasions 


Widest Sclection, Exclusive Designs and 


VERY MODERATE RATES — You Will Find 
It Interesting and Economical to Call at 
MME. NAF 


69 West 45th Street Bryant 0670- 4163 


Columbes 1469, 1045, 
PROPERTIES 
Theatrical Properties Studio 


Preperty Boxes Traveters Mechanica! Props 
Dancing Mats 

Productions Furnished Complete—We Aliso Rent 

502 West ‘Street ‘Penn. 7377 


LIGHTS 


Display Stage 
Lighting Co. 
“A LIGHT FOR 
EVERY PURPOSE” 


334-340 W. 4ith St. 


DUWICO 


“EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 
FOR THE THEATRE” 
303 West 41st Sé. Penn. 2459-1590 


CHARLES I. NEWTON 


Moving clouds, water ripples, ocean waves, fall- 
ing snow, rain, fire, lightning, butterflies, birds 
Stereopticons, Sciopticons, Spotlights 
244 West —_ Street, New York 
Tel. Chelsea 217 All Heurs 


STAGE HARDWARE 


J. R. CLANCY, Inc. 
STAGE HARDWARE 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


STAGE RIGGING 
PETER CLARK, INC. 


534 West 30th Street 
STAGE EQUIPMENT 
Orchestra, Organ Console and Stage 
Elevators 


JEWELRY 
1543-4 BRYANT 


E. HEMMENDINGER, INC. 


JEWELERS 
33 West 46th Street 


RESTAURANTS 


49th St.—Broadway—44th St. 
Dining, Dancing—No Cover Charge 


CHIN-L EERE CHIN'S 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT 


Carrier Engineering Corporation 
Manufactured Weather 
Air Conditioning Refrigeration 
Automatically Controlled 
39 Cortlandt St. Rector 3941 


SIMPLEX and POWER’S 
PROJECTORS 


{INTERNATIONAL PROJECTOR CORP. 


90 Gold Street NEW YORK 


HEYWOOD-WAKEFIELD 
THEATRE SEATING 


New York, Chicago, Boston 
and Other Principal Cities 


MUSIC AND MATERIAL 


music Writing fr, Vaudeville 

Productions 
Moving 
1595 Bway. NEW YORK Pictures 


Allegro Music Printing Co., Inc. 
Specialists im Every Branch 
of Music Printing 
on 47th ws. 5461 


MANUSCRIPTS 
SAMUEL FRENCH 


Incorporated 1898 
Oldest Play-Publishers in the World 
T. R. Edwards, Managing Director 
25 West 45th St.. NEW YORK, N. Y. 


SCENERY 
YELLENTI 


Stage Settings Designed and Executed 
From the Script to the Curtain 
NEW APPRESS 


$48 West 40th St. PENN 7826 
DE FLESH FLETCHER 
DESIGNER PAINTER 


Scenery — Stage Settings — Drapes 
Also Rentals 

701 Ith Ave. (Aith 8t.) Bryant 1385 
FOR RENT— 

Scenery, Stage Settings, Decoration 


PREMIER SCENERY STUDIOS 


SCENIC CONSTRUCTION 
FRANK DWYER, Inc. 


BUILDERS OF SCENERY 


542 West 55th St. Columbus 2050 


SCHOOLS 
De REVUELT Dance Studios 


Professionals taught for Hotels and Clubs 
Acrobatic, Adagio, Limbering, Stretching, Tango, 
Waltz, French Apache, Spanish Castanetos 
Routines and Bookings 
11 West 86th St. Schuyler 9631 


American Academy of Dramatic Arts 
The leading institution for Dramatic and 
Expressional Training in America 
Winter Term begins Jan. 16 
Free catalog describes all courses 
Secretary, 195 Carnegie Hall, New York 


John Murray Anderson- Robt. Milton 


School of the Theatre and Dance 
A Professional School for Professionals 
Diction, Acting, Dancing of All Types 
Routines Arranged Acts Staged 
128-130 East 58th St. Plaza 4524-4525 


JACK BLUE 


Supreme Authority on all Charaoctee 
Song and Dance Impersonations 
Routines Arranged—Professionals Preferred 
All kinds of Tap and Fancy Dancing 
231 West 5ist Street. Columbus 5915 


SUPPLIES 
J. J. WYLE & BROS., INC. 


A full line of Gold and Silver Brocades, 
Metal Cloths, Gold and Silver Trim- 
mings, Tights, 
Opera Hose, etc., stage costumes 
18-20 East 27th st New York City 


THEATRICAL TRUNKS 
TAYLOR'S Theatrical TRUNKS 


The standard trunk of the profession 
Full line of leather goods 
TAYLOR'S 
115 West 45th 


340 West 4ist St. Lack. 9233 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE 
IN VARIETY 
DON’T ADVERTISE 
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Loew’s State Bldg., Suite 
707 So. Broadway, Trinity 


VARIETY’S LOS ANGELES OFFICE 


ARTHUR UNGAR in Charge 


1221-22 
3711-3712 


Professionals have the free use of Variety’s 
Los Angeles Office tor 
may be adcressed care Variety, Loew’s State 


Bidg., Suite 
held subject 


tised in Variety's Letter List. 


information. Mail 


1221-22, Los Angeles. it will be 
to call o: torwarded, or adver- 


The show at the Orpheum last 
Monday night was a good 10 min- 
utes late. Probably holding off to 
give the tardy ones a chance to 
come in. In the meantime, Pathe 
newsreel ran considerably overtime 
and was more or less dull. 

If there is such thing as saving 
a bill trom a sure-fire flop, then 
Carl Freed and orchestra should 
get the laurels. Regardless that 
Charlotte-Greenwood got a bundle 
of laughs, nevertheless it was the 
latter’s third week in a row and no 
matter how much she may be liked 
in this town it’s tough to repeat 
that many times without some edge 
coming off. To Freed, how- 
ever, belongs all credit. He's a 
newcomer in this part but from the 
way he was received it appeared 
like he was the prodigal son return- 
ing. Freed alone, without the band, 
would have been enough. This boy 
is comedy plus and where musical 
ability is concerned he is no slouch 
either. Plays a long range of in- 
struments, including jews harp, 
harmonica and a jug. The 10-piece 
combination behind him’ sounds 
like 20. They dispense perfect 
rhythm, correct tempo and artistic 
shading. All youthful with plenty 
of zip. For a novelty band, this 
one is way out in front and of real 
feature stuff. Closed the first half 
here. 

Leading off were Cates and 
Marie, boy-girl xylophonists, with 
the femme a personality kid with 
roly boly eyes. Tunes were tuneful 
though nothing out of the ordinary. 
The gal, in tights, scored with the 


fiddle, which plays’ with 
mediocrity. 
The “deuce” with Du _ Calion, 


English humorist, was a_ very 
tough spot. Beverly Bayne, who 
cut a figure in films some years 
ago, made it possible for her sketch 
to get over agreeably. The playlet 
by Edwin Burke provides Miss 
Bayne with ample opportunities. 
Robert Toms and Leo Chalzell gave 
creditable support. - 

Walter McNally offered a cycle 
of songs, all special with exception 
of the “Flame” song with which he 
scored best and got recall. Nice 
pair of pipes. 

Miss Greenwood opened intermis- 
sion and gave them the “Bath” 
again and as always, standard. Of 
her request songs, “Blood Will 
fell,” by Andy Rice, was best re- 
ceived. Barto and Mann, acrobatic 
clowns, here previous week as 
closers, got the next to closing spot 
this time, and following Miss 
Greenwood did remarkably well. 

Three Melvin Brothers, gymnasts, 
completed the bill to some hand to 
hand feature but not strong enough 
to hold them in. 

Lot of sighs 
Biz terrible. 


in the exit aisles. 


George Barr Browne, recently in 
the Pathe-DeMille studio press de- 
partment, has joincd the Warner 
studio publicity staff. 


Ruth Helen Davis produces the 
“Guilty Man” at the Belmont this 
week. Procceds will be shared in by 
the Minnie Barton Home. 


The initial offering of the Opera 
and Drama Guild at Trinity Audi- 
torium April 16 will be “Trovatore.” 
Alexander Bevani will conduct. 

Neville Ray, formerly of Univer- 
sal’s publicity department. has been 
added by First National in the same 
capacity. 

King Vidor, M-G-M director, and 
his wife, Eleanor Boardman, will 
Jeave for Europe immediately after 
he completes “Polly Preferred” for 
M-G-M. They will be abroad for 
two months. 


John Erskine, Columbia professor 


Guerrini & Co. 
The Leading ang 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
n the United States 
The only Factory 
that makes any set 
f Recds — made by 

mind, 
277-279 Ceiumbus 
Avenue 
San Francisco, Cal. 
ree Catalogues 


MOST ORIGINAT. 


COFFEE SHOP 
in the Golden West 
Carl—MULLER’S—Lill 
“TWO OLD TIMERS” 
Direct from Train or Theatre 
You Are Welcome 


724 So. Hill St., Los Angeles 


and author of “The Private Life of 
Helen of Troy,” will be a guest at 
the Hollywood Woman’s Club March 
28. At the same time Paul Leni, 
Universal director, will speak on the 
drama of the stage and screen. Leni 
directed Jannings in “The Last 
Laugh.” 


The Writers’ Club presents a bill 
of plays, March 28 and 29, including 
“Smarty’s Party,” by George Kelly; 
“At Any Cost,” comedy by Lockhart 
North; “Buying a Gun,” by Harry 
Grattan, and “Gas, Air and the 
Karl,” by Bertram Block. 


Los Angeles Public Library has 
placed on exhibition local theatre 
relics of the early days, including 
programs, photographs, personal let- 
ters and other data. They are from 
the collection of the late George 
Dobinson. The collection covers the 
early history of the theatre in Los 
Angeles, dating from 1875, 


The labor commission made crim- 
inal complaint in superior court 
against Dr. Mackaye, owner of the 
World Museum on Main street, fol- 
lowing the wage claim filed by 
Helen Walker, dancer. The girl was 
employed by Mackaye to dance in 
one of his side-shows. When sum- 
moned to explain why he hadn't 
paid her, Mackaye pleaded he was 
without funds. He was given time 
oA wf off in small installments, but 
ailed, 


The Mayan theatre presents juve- 
nile productions twice monthly on 
special Sunday matinees. Maurice 
Kussell, who staged several musical 
shows at this house, will stage the 
kiddie revues by arrangement with 
Sam Salvin, new lessee of the 
Mayan. 


Frank J. Lavan, city prosecutor, 
Culver City, was given a_ jail 
sentence of five days after being 
adjudged guilty of contempt of 
court by Judge Turney. Evidence 
showed that Lavan had advised 
Gene Wolway, Culver City news- 
paperman, to flee from jurisdiction 
of local courts to escape trial on 
Wright Act charges. Wolway was 
sentenced to two and a half years 
in jail and to pay a fine of $500. 


Hollywood Drama Club produces 


“White Justice,” new play by 
Charles Crouch and Madeline 
Blackmore, 


March 36-31 at the 
Hollywood Studio Club. . 


George Cooper finished a part in 
“Lilac Time” for First National and 
was given a role to play in “The 
Barker,” George Fitzmaurice pro- 
——— for F. N., starring Milton 
Sills, 


J. G. Blystone returned to the 
Fox studios after an illness of two 


months. He is preparing to muke 
“Mother Knows Best,” by Edna 
Ferber. 

Berthold Viertel, director and 


producer of stage plays in Germany, 
arrived on the coast, where he will 
be engaged by Fox to assist in pre- 


paring “Blossom Time” and other 
stories for production. 
David Butler, directing ‘The 


News Parade” for Fox, is now in 
Cuba with his company. They will 
return to the coast next week to 
film the interiors of the picture at 
Fox West Coast studio. 


Howard Bretherton will direct 
Monte Blue in his first picture for 
Warner Brothers. Blue is at pres- 
ent in Tahiti playing the lead in 
M.-G.-M.’s “Under Southern Skies,” 
directed by W. S. Van Dyke. He 
is not expected back until the end 
of May. 


In Variety of recent issue a re- 


view of “Interference” at the 
Hollywood Playhouse stated that 
Doris Lloyd, playing the role of 
Faith Marlay seemed to be the 
same Doris Lloyd who once deco- 
rated the Winter Garden and “Fol- 
lies.”’ This is a different Doris 
Lloyd. She has never appeared in 
any New York production. 


It was all over a house that Mae 
Murray, stage and screen actress, 
filed suit against Jack Donovan, 
sereen actor, on charges of fraud 
and inveiglement. The matter has 
been left to Superior Court Judge 
Ballard to. settle. Miss Murray 
claims she was induced to buy the 
house from Donovan paid 
$50,000. The actress avers that a 
good many features of the home 
were misrepresented to her, and 
she decided it was not worth more 
than $25,000. The other 25 grand 


FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


Designers and Creators of Special Show Girl and Chorus Costumes 
for many of the motion picture producers and all Fanchon and 
Marco West Coast presentations. These costumes for rent to respon- 
sible musical stock and tab show companies at reasonable prices. 
FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


643 So. Olive Street | 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


Miss Murray charges up to the 
impression made on artistic sensi- 
bilities at the time Donovan sold 
her the house. Now she wants the 
difference returned to her and a 
trust deed canceled, 

Too many dancing acts at Pan- 
tages last week, but a good show 
nevertheless. At least they all fol- 
lowed each other and made good. 
Karyl Norman, the headliner, the hit 
of the bill. 


Fast turns all around, with Paddy ' 


Saunders, good cartoonist with good 
chatter, starting it off. 

For a “deuce,” Moran, Kelo and 
Rollins were a trio of diversified 
hoofers, fast in all branches. Moran, 
formerly of La Salle, Hassan and 
Moran, is the big boy in the act. 

Tom Kelly, standard, told Irish 
yarns, for the most part not new, 
but the way he delivered them was. 


After building up strong he damp- | 
ened his finish by reciting a dirge- | 


ful ballad. Stanley and Birge, two- 


men dancing comies, followed Nor- | 


man and = spoiled their excellent 
dancing by some unfunny material. 
The hoofing routines, eccentric and 
otherwise, is okay enough for the 
boys without the gags. 

More of the dance in Revue 
Unique, closers. Plenty tough fol- 
lowing all the rest but proved good 
enough to hold. For a flash this one 
rates. Five people about evenly di- 
vided in ability with two boys, 
adagio team and a peach of a blonde. 
None were billed individually, but 
the blonde doll was identified as 
Edna May Hathaway, former Chi- 
cago girl of the ballroom team of 
Lischeron and Hathaway. The gal 
makes this act on sheer looks and 
ability. 

“Womanwise” (Fox), feature. 


A stick-up guy tried to rob the 
West Coast Theatre at Long Beach 
but Valerie Marion, cashier, was too 
smart for him, and the day’s receipts, 
about $700, was saved. 


Hollywood Community Players 
will offer next “The Great Adven- 
ture,” by Arnold Bennett, to be fol- 
lowed by “The Field God,” by Paul 
Green. Reginald Pole will stage 
both plays. 


Roy Fitzroy, production supervisor 
at Tiffany-Stahl, returned to the 
studio after a two weeks’ illness and 
is now supervising “Stormy Waters,” 
directed by Edgar Lewis. 


Production on “Gang War,” sched- 
uled as Ralph Ince’s next special for 
FBO, has been deferred until after 
“The Beautiful Bullet” is made. 
The latter is a novel by Harold Mc- 
rath and is being adapted by Enid 
Hibbard. Ince will direct, with pro- 
duction starting about April 3. 


Warren Burke has a five-year act- 
ing optional contract with Fox. His 
first assignment will be in “None 
But the Brave,” directed by Richard 
Rosson. 


Cliff Bergere, auto racing driver, 
was engaged by Pathe-DeMille to 
drive an armored bank truck which 
had to be overturned for scenes in 
“The Cop.” Donald Crisp directing. 


Fox will make “The River” as a 
Frank Borzage special, Charles 
Farrell and Janet Gaynor. co- 
starred. Edmund Goulding is writ- 
ing adaptation, with production 
starting in April. 

Borzage will take the company to 
Alaska for exterior scenes. 


Tiffany-Stahl has James Flood to 
direct “The Marriage of Tomor- 
row.” 


Sigmund Moos, manager of Uni- 
versal’s leasing department, leaves 
April 12 for a European and north- 
ern African tour, returning to the 
studio in July. 


Universal has loaned Barbara 
Kent to Columbia for featured part 


in “Grass Widows,” directed by 
Phil Rosen, 
Charles Kenyon and Ann Coch- 


rane are adapting “The Girl on the 
sarge,” Rupert Hughes’ story, for 
U. Mary Philbin may be starred 
in it. 


Many new recruits are being se- 
cured to record on the Vitaphone 
by Bryan Foy. Those who are now 


making records, include: Harry 
Delf, Daphne Pollard, Charles 
Irwin, Three Brox Sisters, Bailey 
and Barnum, Gus Arnheim with 
the Coccanut Grove Orchestra and 
Eddie Peabody. 

L. O, GWukan, who was F. N. dis- 


trict manager for California, is now ! 
@Xe- 
Lukan managed that | 


in Seattle as manager of the 
change there. 


exchange previously. 


Douglas Meade has joined 


cess Baggage.” 


A. P. Younger alternating the 
work of writing eontinuities for 
“Alias Jimmy Valentine” and “Busi- 


ness Wives” for M-G-M. William 


| Haines will be starred in “Alias 
Jimmy Valentine.” 
' Guy Oliver is playing two roles 
at the Paramount studios, One is 
With the current untied Ralston 
| picture, Gregory La Cava directing, 
and one in “Vanishing Pioneer,” 
| John Waters directing. 

“Power,” a story now being pre- 
, pared for production by F. MeGrew 
| Willis for Pathe-DeMille, will have 
seenes of the recent St. Francis 
break. 

Studio cameramen were des- 
patched to the scene of the disaster 
and procured several stock shots. 


Pell Mitchell, business manager, 
Darmour-F BO productions, after a 
serious operation at Hollywood 
Hospital, is at home convalescing. 


Anthony Coldeway, on Warner 
jrothers stiff for two and a half 
years, has been promoted to editor- 
in-chief of the scenario department. 

With the opening of “Speedy,” 
Harold Lloyd production at the 
| Million Dollar, April 7, the house 
|} Will again have prolog, to be staged 
iby Fanchon & Mareo. There is a 
possibility that, in future, all spe- 
cial run pictures in the house will 
have atmospheric prologs. 


Harry Gribbon has been added tec 
the cast of “Breaking Into the 
Movies,” screen title for “Polly Pre- 
ferred,” in which Marion Davies 
and William Haines are co-starred. 


The 100 Club, composed of mo- 
tion picture studio film and West 
Coast executives, will tender a tes- 
timonial dinner at the Jonathan 
Club April 3 in honor of Joe Gold- 
berg who is retiring as general 
booking manager for West Coast 
Theatres to become western sales 
manager for Columbia. 

Those interested in staging the 
dinner include Harold B. Franklin, 
Louis B. Mayer, Ben Schulberg, 
Jack Mansfield, W. H. Lallier. 


OAKLAND, CAL. 


By WOOD SOANES 
Oakiand was two-timed with a 
vengeance with three downtown 
houses repeating bills, and in the 
middle of Lent, too. 


“Cradle Snatchers” ( Marjorie 
Rambeau), played by the Fulton 
stock here, went into its second 
week. 


“The Student Prince” (film) went 
into a second week at the American, 
a West Coast house, apparently 
scoring on the publicity more than 
| the material. It did not receive en- 
| thusiastic reviews, but the Ameri- 
; can is a small house and it is al- 

most imperative an expensive cin- 
ema go two weeks to break. 


The State is getting a second 
week and looking for four or five 
more with “The Jazz Singer.” This 
will be the first crack that the State 
has had at real money since Nat 
Holt’s musical comedy and picture 
policy was changed for pictures and 
Vitaphone, and, later, pictures, 
Vitaphone and Movietone. ‘The 
Jazz Singer” got off to a flying 


start, fine reviews and packed 
houses. 
While all this was going on the 


Chicago Opera Co. was making its 
first Oakland appearance with four 
performances at the Oakland Audi- 


torium, which went through the 
customary transformation for the 
event. The receipts will be well 


over the $52,000 guarantee, as the 
first two nights grossed close to 
$30,000. 

Mary Garden, who played ‘‘Resur- 
rection,” snatched some special pub- 
licity by writing an unsolicited and 
complimentary note to the radio de- 
parment of the Tribune, which op- 
erates KLX, in regard to the re- 
cently inaugurated “Opportunity 
Hours.” The note went to the news 
department and arrived on the front 
| page in due course of time. 


Coast Theatres, 


The after 
allying with the matter for months, 


d 
have finally tied up definitely with 


West 


KLX for a Thursday evening broad- 
feast from 10:30 to midnight and 
once a month of “Who's Up and 
Why” hour from 10:30 to 2 a. m, 

Phil Phillips, press agent, local 
T. & D., is the master of cereinonies 
on the West Coast hours, and talent 
}is provided by the T. & D. Ameri- 
can and Grand-Lake, 


Sam Hume, little theatre projec- 
;tor, is back in Berkeley, where he 
had his beginnings on the campus 
of the University of California, and 


may line up with the Berkeley 
Playhouse, now being directed by 
Sverett Glass, who, in turn, re- 


placed Irving Pichel. 

The Playhouse is now housed in 
an ex-church and plans to move 
into the new Women’s City Club in 
Berkeley when completed. 


Santa Clara university students 
are rehearsing a Holy Week play, 
“The Passion Play of Santa Clara,” 


written 20 years ago by Clay M. 
Green, San Francisco critic and 
dramatist. Green is helping the 


youngsters stage the play. 

Two new houses wili be added to 
the Oakland list this fall. The new 
West Coast, to be called the Oak- 
land, is already up and being fin- 
ished inside, at Nineteenth and Tel- 
egraph; the foundation has been 
laid for the new Henry Duffy house, 
the Duffwin, at Seventeenth, be- 
tween Telegraph and San Pablo. 
This will give Oakland four big 
downtown movies, with the Grand- 
Lake close enough to be called a 
fifth; the Orpheum, Hippodrome 
and two stock houses, the Fulton 
and Duffwin. 


MONTREAL 
By Cc. W. L. 


Princess—N. Y. Theatre 
Players in repertoire. : 

Majesty’s—‘“Lord Richard in the 
Pantry” (Mrs. Brandon Thomas 
Company). 

Orphoum —“Mary’s Other 
band” (stock). 

Capitol—“The Legion of the Con- 
demned” (Par). 

Palace—“Red Hair” (Par). 

Loew’s—“West Point” (M-G). 


Guild 


Hus- 


Imperial — “The Night Flyer” 
(Pathe). 

Strand—“If I Were Single” (War- 
ner); “Adventure Mad” (Par); 


“Boy of the Streets” (Col), and 
“The Gateway to the Moon” (Fox). 

Gayety—“Land of Joy” (bur- 
lesque). 


Palace cut prices from 60-85 to 
40-60, Saturday and Sunday, all 
day, 60c. and matinees 35c. Manager 
George Rotsky is putting up a big 
fight to make this house go and has 
had a tough time. Starting Sunday, 
he has brought in the Ritz-Carlton 
|; Hotel jazz band, Tipaldi’s Melody 
| Kings, one of the best orchestras in 
;the city and is also strengthening 
his concert orchestra of 25 pieces, 
which has got itself a good follow- 
ing. 


Not content with having taverns 
open until 10 o'clock every night, it 
was sought to have them open an- 
other hour to suit the’ theatre 
crowds. It nearly went through the 
Legislative Assembly at Quebec, 
but was ditched at the last minute. 

Sixteen-year-old limit movie show 
fans will be the rule in this province 
if the law barring children, now 
passed at Quebee, is really enforced. 
There is some doubt of it, though. 
Experience here is that laws that 
are unjust take an awful lot o° en- 
forcing and are usually forgotten 
after a few months. Just the same, 
there is a holler from the neighbor- 
hood houses, which face something 
like a 20 per cent drop in gross as 
the result of the new law. 


ARTHUR F. SMITH Presents 


“EXCESS BAGGAGE” 


By John McGowan 
Directed by Ralph W. Bel} 
Featuring ROBERT WOOLSEY 
NOW PLAYING 
|| Figueroa Playhouse, Los Angeles 
| Phone Va. 7344 
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DALLAS 


“Sorrel and Son,” 
On” (Ken Whit- 


Palace (l’ublix) 
stage, “Marchin’ 
mer). 

Majestic (Interstate) “The Sharp- 
shooters,” stage, J. Francis Haney. 

Melba (Publix) “Old Ironsides,” 
Julia Dawn at organ. 

Old Mill (Saenger) “Motherhood.' 

Capitol (Charninsky) “Midnight 
Rose,” stage, Ford and Glenn. 

Pantages (Stinnett) pictures. 


The Dallas Parent-Teachers <As- 
sociation tried its hand at the pic- 
ture game with an eight-reeler, “The 


Man Without a Country” at the 
Circle. Given as a_ benefit tie-up, 
the whole thing flopped, due to poor 
exploitation. 

The new home of the Daiias 
Little theatre will be one of the 


finest of its kind in the country, esti- 
mated to cost $50,000. 


Henry Lange is at the Baker Hotel 
with his Gennett recording orches- 
tra. J.C. Duncan is leading a new 
orchestra at the Adolphus Hotel. 
Both places have a $1.50 top, witha 
fair biz. 


Ford and Glenn, the WLS “Lullaby 
Boys.” are at the Capitol. 


Vitaphone will take its third stand 
in Dallas at Publix’s Melba April 7. 
Al Jolson’s “Jazz Singer’ opened 
for two weeks, with option. Equip- 
ment and installation of the Vita 
apparatus estimated at $25,000, con- 
siderable laiger swr than «as in- 
vested at either of its oth+s two 
Dallas homes—Circle and Dent's Ar- 
cadia. 

The Vita equipment at the Arca- 
dia has been removed to a house in 
Wichita Falls, thus leaving the Mel- 
ba alone with Vita in Dallas, but 
Fox's Movietone news-reels is only 
a few doors up the street at the In- 
terstates’s Majestic. 

The Vitaphone opened Saturday, 
March 24, with the “Jazz Singer” at 
the Kirby, Houston, another one of 
the Texas class B Publix houses to 
be equipped with the Vita. The 
Palace in Fort Worth will install 
apparatus at a later date, while the 
Empire in San Antonio, awaits the 
outcome o% a lawsuit between an 
exhib and Warners before announc- 
ing an opening date for the Vita in 
San Antonio. 


Tentative plans announced by 
Publix officials in Dallas call for an 
expenditure of some $80,000 for re- 
modeling of the Palace. 

The plans entail the rebuilding of 
the lobby with an additional front 
space of 100 to 125 feet to be added 
to the extrance front, installation of 
new stage machinery and electrical 
equipment, remodeling of loge seats 
and a larger foyer 


G. A. Doering, local theatre oper- 
ator, has announced the purchase of 
the Palace, Terrell, Tex., and also 
part interest in the Tris, same city. 
Palace, recently dumaged by fire, is 
temporarily closed. Leaman Mar- 
shall remains as manager of the Iris. 


Louis L. Dent, owner and operator 
of a chain of houses in Texas, an- 


Call For--- 


ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEED'R 
MAKE-Up/ 


“and be assured of receiving 
best materials properly blended. 
SOLD EVERYWHERE 


Manufactured by 
| Stein Cosmetic | Co., N. ¥. 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 
OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 


and the dainty things milady 
loves 


| 


| 


| hood) has been completed. Neigh- 

; borhood houses have been increas- 

ing rapidly, Westwood (Smith- 
latest to open. 


eidler) 


| 


reciing on S. S. President Adams 
| on world tour. Before taking the 
| job on the Dollar Line steamer, 


| 


the | 


| 


| 


and Dec 3-4. 


| 


;}over WSPD (Toledo) every 


| 


| Culp was the leader of 


nounces hew $500,000 house on the | 


Sheldon Plaza, El Paso, seating! 
3,000. | 
E. J. Sullivan has begun his new 


duties as house manacer of the local | ' 
Publix Palace, 

J. M. O'Connell, 
Louis Finske as 
when the latter was sent to Bir- 
mingham, was shifted to Minneap- 
olis. Finske had acted as house 
manager of the Palace here for al- 
most two years and hed been a lead- 
ing figure in the Palace's recent pro- 
gressive program of exploitation. 

Al Hayden Mason continues at his 
post as managing director of the 
Palace, which he has held for two 
years. 


succeeded 
house manager 


who 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By E. H. GOODING 
Lyceum—iritz Leiber, 
speare rep (st half); 
Time” (last half). 
Eastman—‘“The Noose.” 
Rochester—"Burning Daylight’- 
Pan vaude, 
Regent—“Ladics’ 
Turkish Bath.” 
Piccadilly—"“The Night Flyer.” 
Fay’s—‘‘Brass Knuckles’’- Movie- 
tone, 
Temple—K.-A. 
Gayety—-Burlesaue 


Shake- 
“Blossom 


Night in a 


vaude, 
(Mutual). 


kKibitzers got in their good work 
in two out of three upstate towns 
voting on Sunday movies last week. 
Newark turned them down for the 
third time by 131, Naples by 5 votes, 
while Holley carried the Sabbath 
films by 68 votes. Palmyra decides’ 
on the question April 3, while Clyde 
was unable to vote this year, as pe- 
titions came out too late. 


J. Norman Beck, promoter of Gog 
racing here and horse racing at 
Batavia on the donation and refund 
system, will not dwell behind the 
bars for a while at least. Beck was 
convicted in Genesee county court 
of violating the state anti-gambling 
laws, and Judge Newell k. Cone 
gave "him 60 days in jail. He has ap- 
pealed to Supreme Court and has 
until next month to file briefs. 


Ivan Cone, whose weekly movie 
venture in Rushville preved a flop, 
has turned his attenticn to Middle- 
sex, a smaller town, 


theatre in Marion 
closed last June and business has 
been at a standstill there since. 
The merchants have agreed to pay 
a dollar a week each to someone 
to reopen the house. 


TOLEDO 


By RALPH HEINEN 
Coliseum.—Dark. 
Empire.—RPurlesque (Mutual). 
Keith’s.— Vaude, pcts. 

Loew’s Valentine.—‘‘Rose-Marle.” 

Palace.—“A Girl in Every Port.” 

Pantheon.—“‘The Heart of a Fol- 
lies Girl.” 

Princess.—“‘The Showdown.” 

Rivoli.—Vaude, films. 

Vita-Temple.—‘“Love Me and the 
World Is Mine,” Vita, Movietone. 


The only film 


A Wright stock company opens 
at the Palace, at the present first 
run film house, Easter Sunday. 


Wrecking of the present buildings 
on the Publix site on Adams street 
is well. under way. The Forum 
Amusement Co. planned to remodel 
Summit-Cherry building into a 
vaude house, but nothing has been 
done in the past months except the 
vacating of a few rooms. Excava- 
tion for the new Auburn ‘(neigh bor- 


Irving Culp, former member of 
Ruvinsky’s orchestra here, now di- 


an orches- 


vi the Westwood organ four days 
weekly via WSPD 


Parkside Players produce “The 
; & ool” in Roi Davis auditorium April 
20. 


George Tyler’s all-star revivals of 
Goldsmith's “She Stoops to Con- 
quer” and Sardou's “Diplomacy” 
will be presented in Coliseum April 
23 and May 1, respectively. 

James Brailey, owner of the house, 
has made it suitable for legits, with 
seating capacity cut to 2,200. 


CINCINNATI 


By JOE KOLLING 


Grand—"“She Stoops to Conquer” 
and Fritz Leiber. 

Shubert—Gilbert & Sullivan rep. 

Cox—‘“Anna Christie” (stock). 

Palace—‘The Lovelorn” and K-A 
acts. 

Empress—“Dimpled Darlings.” 

Albee—Presentation policy. 

Capitel—‘“Jazz Singer.” 

Keith's—“Gaucho” (3rd wk). 

Lyric—“The Enemy.” 

Walnut—‘Midnight Madness.” 

Strand—"‘‘Sailor’s Wives.” 

The Grand is on a _ split-week 
basis this week for the first time in 
years. George} C. Tyler's all-star 
revival from Sunday to Wednesday, 
and lLieber’s company’s Shakes- 
pearean plays Friday and Saturday. 


Rudolph Benson, champ of local 
space grabbers, is back in town to 
stay after doing special-drive pub- 
licity in New York and other cities 
for the past two years. He already 
is press agenting for the Zoo. 


Boxing craze has landed a k. o. 
Tri-nightly fights are now perma- 
nent fixtures. Wednesday the regu- 
lar scene of battle is Music Hall, 
where Tommy Heffernan is match- 
maker. Freeman Avenue Armory is 
where the fistic fans gather Satur- 
days. Billy O'Brien arranges the 
Armory cards, Every Thursday 
bouts are staged at Fort Thomas, 
Ky., opposite Cincy, by Capt. Mc- 
Crystal. Prices at the Music Hall 
and Armory are 50c-$1.10, while the 
gate at Fort Thomasis75c. The bills 
have six bouts of from four,to 10 
rounds, with two-minute rounds the 
rule, The average seating capacity 
of the three arenas is 5,000, and 
crowded houses are usually the or- 
der. 


ATLANTIC CITY 


By VINCE MvKNIGHT 


Apollo—“The Red Robe.” 

Stanley — “Something 
Happens.” 

Earle—“Daredevil’s Reward” and 
vande. 

Colonial—“A Texas Steer.” 

Strand—“The Latest from Paris.” 

Capitol—“Lady Raffles.” 

Steel Pier—‘Miss Lulu Bett.” 

City Square—“The Angel of 
Broadway.” 


Always 


Atlantic City will be minus its 
big drawing card for September this 
year as the Chamber of Commerce 
has definitely decided not to hold 
the annual pageant for 1928. An 
entire new committee will be 
formed immediately to arrange a 
program for the event, which will 
again be resumed in 1929. It is the 
general belief that the “beauty con- 
test” will not be included. It is 
expected that an experienced show- 
man will be secured to stage the 
pageant, 


After remaining dark for the 
greater part of the winter the Globe 
will reopen March 31 with a limited 
engagement of “Wings.” ending 
Sunday, April 15. Will play to $1.65 
top. 


Work is being pushed on the Vir- 
cinia to have house ready by April 
6. This would give it a chance to 
take advantage of the big Easter 
crowds. 


tra at Menlo Park. San Francisco. 


York Theatre Guild re 


The New - 
Nov. 12-13-19-20-26-27 


turns here 


broadcasting | 
Sunday | 


Vitu-Temnle theatre 
afternoon. 

McHugh, former stage 
director for Arthur Hopkins, New | 
York. has signed with the Wright 
Plavers, opening Easter Sunday in 
the Palace 


Edward 


Smith-Beidler neixhborhood 


houses broadcasting Verne Comstock 


WE DO BEPAIRING. 


STRICTLY UNION MADE 


TRUNKS 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mende) Trunks 


ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND | 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES j 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. | 


668 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 41st Streets, New York City 


j BOLE AGENTS FOR H&M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
Phones: Longacre 6197-9064 


Another new play will bow in at 
the Apollo week of April 2, follow- 
ing “The Red Robe” (current). It 
is “Fly-Rv-Nicht,” new comedy by 
John Golden and Kenyon Nichol- 
son, to be presented by Edgar Sel- 
wyn and John Golden. 


MEMPHIS 


By WALTER D. BOTTO 


Pantages—“Wolf Fangs’—vaude. 

Loew's Palace—“The Dove.” 

Loew’s State—‘The Smart Set”— 
vaude 

Lyceum—"Grounds For Divorce” 
(stox k 

Majestic—‘“The Prince of Head 
Wiaiters.” 

Princess—“Ahola.” 


Ifal Worth is now manager of 
Olga Worth Players, Kempner the- 
atre, Little Rock. 

Joe Fogerty, (Four Volunteers) 
after five weeks’ illness at a local 


WRITE FOR CATALOG. 


hospital, has recovered and left for 
New York. 


Local Shriners presented Winona | 


Winter with a Shrine emblem stud- 
ded with diamonds. 


ornest 
ager of Loew's Palace, 


Ned Courtney, press agent, 


tages, on the job again after scv- | 
i 


eral weeks’ illness, 


Stone is now local man- 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Wieting—“Abie's Irish Rose’; 
ginning Sunday, “Wings.” 
Temple—‘Charm” (Temple Play- 
ers). 
B. F. Keith’s—Vaude-films. 
Loew’s State—“The Crowd” — 
man Nights” (Publix unit). 
Savoy—Palace Burleske rs(Stock). 
Crescent—Inde vaude-films. 
Strand —“Gentlemen 
Blondes" —Vitaphone. 


be- 


“Ro- 


Prefer 


Eckel—“The Jazz Singer’ (2d 
week)—Vitaphone. 

Harvard—“The Spotlight.” 

Regent—Over Wednesday, Lieut. 


Felix. Ferdinando’s Havana Orches- 
tra—films. 

Palace — “Heart of Maryland”— 
“Sailor's Wives.” 

R'ivoli—“The Life of Christ’— 
“Recky.” 

Syracuse — “Love” —“Woman 
Wise.” 


Syracuse’s potential stock war be- 
came acertainty with the announce- 
ment that Frank Wilcox has formed 
a new partnership with Judge A. 
lairfax Montague of this city. The 
firm has taken a lease of the Shu- 
bert playhouse, and open dramatic 
stock April 21. 

This will be the first attempt to 
open a show here on Saturday night 
to rin through the following week. 
If successful, Saturday changes of 
bill will be the rule. 

Judge Montague is new to show 
business. He was Wilcox’s favorite 
golfing companion here last sum- 


mer. The Wilcox company includes 
Bob Lawrénce, Hal Brown, Jose- 
phine Fox, Dorothy Holmes, Helen 


Blair, Robert Crozier and Hugh V. 
O'Connell. Gordon Hicks may be 
stage manager. 


Two new faces with the Temple 
Players this week, “Charm,” intro- 
ducing Miriam Stvart, ingenue, 
who replaces Irene Buair, and Les- 
lie Virden, character woman. Leo- 
nore Sorsby and Franklyn Fox have 
left the company. 


Free weekly matinees every 
Wednesday are the rule at the 
Crescent, Ithaca, playing pictures. 
Last week's picture, “South Sea 
Love,” drew 1,000 after free enter- 
tainment.. 


The State, Utica, has dropped 
vaudeville to play straight pictures 
during the summer. 


Paul H. Forster, featured organist 
at Loew’s State, is reported through. 
Forster for several years was a box- 
office magnet at the Empire here, 
frequently a better draw than the 
picture. Forster, until going with 
Loew's, has. been used to arranging 
his own novelties. At the State he 
has been required to use the spe- 
cialties sent on from New York. 
Lacking Forster’s songfests, they 
have failed to register. 


Gertrude Eleanore Chorley, local 
radio artist, and Kenneth Preston 
were secretly married at Cicero Feb. 
10. Miss Chorley will continue her 
professional career. 


The Syracuse atmosphere in “Th2 
Butter and Egg Man” will be pre- 
served. At the request of Dick 
Wallace (First National), who will 
direct, stills of the city’s theatre. 
business and hotel districts have 
been made by Chauncey Fairbanks, 


the Coast for studio guidance. 


Kenneth Rosby, 22, of Watertown, 


nection with the B. F. Keith $4,500 | 
payroll holdup, has been released 
by police. Vincent Budko, 28, of 
this city, is still being detained. 
Seven persons have identified the | 
youth as one of two gunmen who | 
fled down Salina street carrying the | 
money bag stolen from Major Har- 
vey M. Hobbs, assistant manager. 
Budko maintains innocence. 


William Shakespeare, federal pro- 
hibition enforcement agent, is in a 
serious condition in the Seneca 
Falls hospital from injuries sus- 
tained when his roadster collided 
with a truck of the Howell truck- 
ing service, engaged in picture film 
distribution. 


“The Jazz Singer,” first Vita- 
phone to play the Eckel, may hold 
over a third week. 


“Speedy” (Harold 
an indefinite stay 
April te 


Lloyd) opens 
at the Strand 


Anna EFivans, shimmy 
joined the 


dancer, has 
Palace Burleskers at the 


Savoy. 
Loew’s State went on the air 
Monday afternoon over WSYR, the 


full stage program being broadcast. 
It is to be a weekly feature. Wil- 
liam K. Saxton, managing director, 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 

English’s—“King of Kings” return 
engagement). 

Ohio—"Come to My House.” 

Indiana—"The Heart of.a Follies 
Gir}.” 

Palace—"The Circus.” 

Circle—“The Noose.” 

Apollo—“Something Always Hap- 
pens. 


Circle will close for five days 
April 1 for remodeling and rear. 
rangement of house. Skouras-Pub- 
lix plans stage band policy after 
Easter Sunday. Ed Reissner, who 
directed the pit orchestra, will head 
the stage band, with a chorus of 16 
local girls. Mrs. Robert Alton, for- 
merly producer at Missouri theatre 
in St. Louis, has been brought here 
to direct productions, About $25,000 
being spent in new equipment and 
rearrangement. 


Culien Espy of St. Louis hag 
taken charge of the Skouras-Publix 
interests here as operating manager 
of the Indiana, Ohio and Circle the- 
atres, recently acquired. Others of 
the staff from St. Louis: General 
Manager William Goldman, Publiec- 
ity Manager George Tyson, E. H, 
Bailey, former assistant at Ambas- 
sador, in charge of Circle. 


George Niemeyer of New Point 
has purchased site for a new the- 
atre. 


Appearance of Herbert Hoover to 
the exclusion of other Presidential 
candidates from films was protested 
here by Frank J. Rembusch of Un- 
affiliated Independent Exhibitors. 

Rembusch charged Hays used of- 
fice to spread propaganda in a lete- 
ter to Senator Smith W. Brookhart, 


Operating lease of Apollo theatre, 
17-19 N. Illinois street, has been 
sold by the Apollo Amusement Co, 
local corporation, to the Fourth 
Ave. Amusement Co. of Louisville. 

House to be closed in April for 
remodeling. Talking pictures will 
be installed. Warner Bros. Vita- 
phone and Fox Movietone news to 
be presented. 


Old Trails Theatre Building, Mor- 
ris street and National road, come 
pleted at cost of $30,000, was opened 
Sunday. Ross Cole and sons of Ben 
Davis own the building. 


Mort Harris, Ella Daganova and 
Arthur Kgorr of the production 
staff Loew's Palace Theatre have 
taken charge of the new house. 
They came from the Capitol in New 
York. 


The Jewish Theatrical Guild 
netted approximately $16,000 at its 
Sunday night benefit at the Cen- 
tury. 

The house was scaled at $25, $10 
and $5. The day of the benefit over 
$4,100 worth of tickets were sold 
at the box office. 


“Herald” photographer, and sent to | 7 


one of two suspects arrested in con- | 


will do the announcing. 


TAYLOR TRUNKS 


XX PROFESSIONAL 
TRUNK $75 J 


Our conscientious observance of 
essential details of manufacture 
has pleased 


the profession for 
more than 69 years 

TAYLOR TRUNKS are depend- 
able and serviceable; the stand- 
r! of the profession. Buy 
direct from the manufacturer. 
rAYLOR TRUNKS are sold only 
at our stores, 


The Pioneers of Theatrical Trunks 
Under the same management since (859 


TAYLOR’S 
115 West 45th St., NEW YORK 
28 East Randolph St, CHICAGO BBG 


INERS 
MAKE UP 


Est. Henry c. Miner, Inc. 


SCENERY 


and DRAPERIES 


SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO, Columbus, 0, 
THe ENGRAVING'€O. 


Pan- 


New York: Broadway at 46th Street 


L MILLER 


The world’s largest manufacturer of theatrical foot- 
wear. We fit entire companies, also individual orders. 


Chicago: 137 So. State Street 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 


Se 


— 


| HOTEL HUDSON 


LL NEWLY DECORATED 
$ 8 and Up Single 
$12 and Up Double 


t and Cold Water and 
in Each Room 


WEST 4th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
Phone: BRYANT 7228-29 


HOTEL FULTON 


(in the Heart of New York) 
9 and Up Single 
34 and Up Double 


‘Baths, Hot and Cold 
and Telepnone 


Electric Fan in each 
68 WEST 46th S 
YORK CITY 
Phone: Lackawanna 6990-1 
Opposite N. V.A. 


*Once a 
Always 2 Patron” 


HOTEL 


MAN 


167 WEST 47m ST. 
NEW YORK CITY 


SS 


DOUBLE ROOM, BATH 


Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


LORRAINE 


SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 UP 

$17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 

DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS. President 


GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
BATH. $2.00 PER DAY 

DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 PEK WEEK 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH. $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


SINGLE ROOM, 


NEW HOTEL Absolutely 
HOTEL KILKEARY, Pittsburgh 
100 Showers PITTSBURGH'S HOTEL FOR THE Batre Artistic Steel 
and Tubs Conveniently Located Within Five Minutes of All Furniture 
Double Rooms DOWNTOWN THEATRES J. F. KILKEARY 
; 5 Announcing the Opening of New Restaurant and Coffee Shop Proprietor 
Singie Rooms THE FAYETTE NINTH ST. and 
$2.50 and $3.00 In Connection with the Hotel—Something Different, Good Food, Reasonable Prices PENN AVE. 


YANDIS 


$17 Up 


In the Heart of 


| LOU HOLTZ’S 


241 WEST 43D STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
PHONE LACKAWANNA 7740 


Weekly One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen 
Completely Furnished 


WRITE, PHONE-OR WIRE FOR RESERVATION | 


COURT 


Monthly 
$70 Up 


Times Square 


Chinese Theatre. 


J. A. HADLEY, Managing Director 


HOLLYWOOD 
NEWEST & 


| 
THE ROOSEVEL 
PARTIES AT HOTEL 


quarters in the heart of the film capital? You’ll meet the ones 
worth while at this superb hostelry and find the rates surpris- 


and when you come to Hollywood, why not make your h®ad- : 
ingly reasonable—$4 up. Just across the street from Grauman’s { 


a 


245 West 5lst Street 
Columbus 8950 


IRVINGTON HALL 


355 West Street 
Columbus 1360 


LANDSEER APTS. | 


1-2-3-4-room apartments. 


theatrical district. 


Principal Office: 


600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 


BENDOR COURT 


343 West 65th Street 
Columbus 6066 


HENRI COURT 


HILDONA COURT 


$41-347 West 45th Street. 
Each apartment with private bath, 
kitchen, kitchenette. 
$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 
The largest maintainer of housekeeping furnished apartments directly 
under the supervision of the owner. 
All fireproof buildings. 


Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 


Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
Apartments can be seen evenings. 
Will Lease by the Week. Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 


| 312 West 48th Street 
3830 Longacre 


3560 Longacre 


phone, 


Located in the center of the 


Office in each building. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail te 
» address Mail Clerk. 


POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING 
OIRCULAR ERS WILL 
HZ ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED Di 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 


Hill Gladys 
Horn & Alan 


La Reine Fred 
Lukach Frank 


Adams Ted 
Allen M Loulse 


Barnum Geo 
Brooks E W 


Byrne E McCarthy Mr 


Meadows Frankie— 


Church Billy Milton L 


Clayton Ed 

Pielert. C W 
Dalton J B Powell Eleanor 
DeLaine M Pratt Theo 


Davenport E L 
Bldred Frank 


Fitzgerald Ed 
Frances Paul 


Richard Shelah 


Schuler Lenora 
Smith Clay 


Weekly Walter 
Weiss Murray 
Whiting Cnarlotte 
Hammond Jack Wilson Murjel 


CHICAGO OFFICE 
Arillo Chas McDonald 3 


Buckley Jack O’Brien Edna 
Burns Richard 


Cathro Mr 
Conlan Paul 
Collins Earl Kelly 


Goldfinger Al 


Paggette Paddy 
Pymm F & P 


Reed & Lucey 
Renault Frances 
Rogers & King 
Rome & Dunn 
Royal Danes 
Ruth Sis 


Ferguson Mae 
First Barney 
Frohman Bert 


Garham Wm S$ 
Gibson’s Navigators 
Gifford Wm C 
Gilbert Bert 


Saxon Pauline 
Shannon Helen 
Siggie 

Smeck Roy 
Spencer Paul 
Steinbeck Bruno 
Stevens Flo 
Sylvester & Vance 


Hamblet Vieve 
Hammond Al 
Herman Lewis 
Hertz Lillian 
Hogan & Stanley 
Holmes Fred 
Hunter George 


Thornton Richard 
Turned Townsend A 
Tai Jue So 

Iversen Fritzie 
Ubright Dottie 
Jacobs Chas Uyenos Japs 
Janette & Alfredo 
Wayne Clifford 
Weise Bruno 
West Irene 
White Pierre 
Wright Geo M 
Wynn Ray 


Lange Howard 
Leonard L 

Lester Housen & C 
Frank Lynn 


Marvin & Van 
McDermott Loretta’ Zukor Dave 


VARIETY BUREAU 


'WASHINGTON, D. C. 


616 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 


By HARDIE MEAKIN 
Belasco (Shubert)—‘“The Squall” 
(Jones & Green); next, dark. 
National (Rapley-Erlanger) 
19th Hole” (Erlanger); next, 
Criss-Cross” (Dillingham). 
Poli’s (Shubert)—Dark. 
“Countess Maritza.” 
Keith’s—Vaude, pcts. 
Gayety (U burlesque)—“‘Be 
Happy.” 


April 8, 


Pictures 

Columbia—“Enemy” and “40,000 
Miles with Lindbergh”; next, “Devil 
Dancer,” 

Earle—“Heart of Follies Girl” and 
= man Pres.; next, “French Dress- 

Stebbins Pres.; 
Charley,” 


in Every Port” and 
next, “Good Time 


One of the Finest Hotels in Times Square 
CATERING TO THE BEST IN THE PROFESSION 


The NEW FLANDERS 


47th to 48th St., East of Broadway, New York 


$2.00 Single, Public Bath; Double, $2.50 Up 
Single with Bath, $2.50; Double, $3.00 Up 


‘SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES TO THE PROFESSION 
F. W. BIZEL, Resident Manager 


Large Rooms $ 00 
Running Water 
Newly Decorated a day Newly 


and up — 


Immaculately Clean § 


“A REAL HOME FOR THE PROFESSION © 


MARYLAND HOTEL 


104 W. 49th St., New York City—Ownership Management 


50 Double Room 


Courteous Treatment for 2, Bath 
Furnished a day and Shower 
based Rates and up 


Phone: LONGACKE 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms.’ Catering 
STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC 


THE BERTHA 


GEO. P. SCHNEIDER. “Prop. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


to the comfort and convenience of 
$15.00 UP 


the professign. 


LIGHT- « « « 


Little—‘“‘Light of Asia’ (m: in 
India)) held over. 


Metropolitan—‘Girl from  Chi- 
cago” (Vitaphone); next, “Jazz 
Singer” (second return). 


Palace—“‘Latest from Paris” and 
Publix Pres.; next, “Baby Mine.” 

Rialto—"‘Love Me and the World 
Is Mine”; next, “13 Washington 
Square.” 


Concerted efforts are being made 
this session of Congress ,to estab- 
lish a national conservatory of mu- 
sic here. Several members of both 
houses are sponsoring it. 


Keith’s is circusing the change of 
policy to pictures and a reduced 
number of vaudeville acts. 


Mask and Wig Club from U. of 
Pennsylvania was at the Belasco 
Monday (26th), throwing back the 
regular opening of Blanche Yurka 
in “The Squall’ to Tuesday night. 


Metropolitan is bringing back Al 
Jolson’s Vitaphoned “Jazz Singer” 
for a second repeat beginning Sat- 
urday. 


PITTSBURGH 


By W. J. BAHMER 
Nixon—‘“‘Hit the Deck.” 
Alvin—"‘My Maryland.” 
Penn—“Ramona’—‘“‘Hula 

(stage). 
Stanley—"“The Showdown’—Flor- 
entine singers. 
Davis, Harris, 
Aldine—Vaude. 


Blues” 


Sheridan Square, 


Academy—''Pretty Babies” (Mu- 
tual). 

East End—‘Nothing But the 
Truth” (Stock). 


Crowds flocking to the two big 
picture palaces, the Stanley and the 
Penn, are slackening attendance in 
the half-dozen movie halls on the 


Fifth Avenue block between Smith- 
field and Wood that for years 


formed the heart of pictorial Pitts- 
burgh—slackening to such extent 
that the next few months are ex- 
pected to see several obliterations. 

Before the picture thousands 
shifted to the Penn Avenue, new- 
comers within the last few months, 
the Grand in Fifth avenue was the 
city’s biggest movie. Its location 
in the downtown center gives it 
such value as a show place that it 
is regarded as the one theatre in 
the block likely to survive. 

This Stanley holding has an ad- 
vantage as a 2,000-seat auditorium 
that enables all to see and hear 
plainly any stage presentation. The 
mammoth picture houses are 
largely restricted to dance turns. 
Where there have been other of- 
ferings, the distance has blurred 
them to many seated half a block 
from the stage. 

At present the Grand is giving 
screen entertainment exclusively. 
Its current picture, “The Circus” 
(Charlie Chaplin), was a recent fea- 
ture in Loew’s Penn. 

The Cameo, Fifth avenue, may 
lower its prices to 15c as an experi- 
ment at meeting the competition of 
the big pair. Recently the Cameo 
went to a double bill, including 
Fox re-issues. 
for years with 
Harry Davis enterprises and re- 
cently transferred from the marni- 
agement of the Grand to the post 
of manager in the new Stanley, has 
resigned. Charles Raymond is 
present manager of the Stanley. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropclitan—-Dark. 

Shubert — “ Crime” 
stock). 

Hennepin-Orpheum— Vaudeville — 
“Slightly Used.” 

Pantages— Vaudeville—"“A Gir] In 
Every Port.” 


James almer, 


(Bainbridg: 


{SPECIAL PROFESSIONAL RATES 


MONTREAL, Canada| 


Make Your Home at the 


LA SALLE 


APARTMENT HOTEL 
Drummond Street 


Special weekly rates to the profession 
Restaurant in connection 


THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 
330 West 43rd Street, New York 


Longacre 7132 


Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 

$12.00 UP WEEKLY 


Just Completed 
HOTEL 


Century 


111 West 46th 
East of Broadway 


NEW YORK 


350 ROOMS 


Each with Private 
Bath and Shower 


$3-$4-95 
Per Day 


Special Weekly 
Rates 


Harry J. Veitch, Mgr. 
Tel. Bryant 5260 


RUANO APARTMENTS 


800 Eighth Ave. (49th St. 


CHICKERING 3550 
2-3 Kooms, Bath and nette. Ac- 
commodate 8-5 Persons. Complete Hotel 
service. Attractively furnished. 
Under New Management 
REDUCED RENTALS 


Palace—“The Man From Childs” 
(McCall-Bridge tab). 

Seventh Street—Vaudeville— 
“Blood Will 


Gayety — “Bowery Burlesquers” 
(Mutual). 

Minnesota — “ Sporting Goods ”— 
“Treasure Ships” (Publix unit). 

State — Rose-Marie”"—F. & R. 
male chorus. 

Garrick—‘*‘Chicago” (2d week). 

Strand—"'The Garden of Eden.” 

Lyric—“Paby Mine.” 

Grand—‘'The Patent Leather Kid’ 
(2d loop date). 

Only a few weeks since “The Jazz 
Singer” was at the State, yet F. & 
R, are bringing it. back next week. 
It broke the house record, doing 
around $26,000 on the single week 


before but not held over because 
of the State policy. 

The hitch to the completion of 
the Fox deal to take over all Fk. & KR. 
interests is said to be an insistence 
by F. & R. that Fox also buy the 
Hamm office building in which the 


Capitol theatre, St. Paul, is located 
The Chicago Grand Opera Co. 
opens its three-night engagement af ; 
the Auditorium here Mareh 30.) 


Reduction in Rates 
Large Room Private Bath 
$16.50 Week 
TWO PERSONS 


Single Room, Hot 1 Cold 
Water week $12.00 


Hotel America 
155 West 47th St., New York City 
Phone Bryant 0091 


Convenient ALL 
HOTEL ELK 


205 WEST 53D 8ST. 
7th Y¥. ©. 
Single, 8$10-$14 weekly 


Ry Double . $3 extra 
Tel. 0210 


Modernly furnished. Transicots, §2 


Singers include Mary Garden, Elsa 
Alsen, Rosa Raisa, Richard Bonelll, 
Edith Mason and Charles Hackett. 
The three local newspapers are 
among the guarantors who have 
subseribed over $100,000 to make 


up any deficit. The company is 
guaranteed $75,000. 


Although the new Minnesota the- 


atre ig now the EF. & R.-Publix chief 
presentation house here, it is ane 
| nour iced the State, which 
hus been the ace F. & R. theatre, 
1] continue to retain its large cone 
[cert or and to present ate 
| mn: sphe stuge prologues. Whene 
jever warrant it pictures will 
|play more than one week. Vita- 
phone also continues @ part of the 
programs. 
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64 VARIETY 


WITH 


GEO. SIDNEY 


PATSY RUTH MILLER 


GEORGE LEWIS 
BERYL MERCER 


sense 


q 3 EDDIE PHILLIPS 
JOHN BOLES 
ALBERT GRAN 
KATHLYN WILLIAMS 
JOSEPHINE DUNN 
An EDWARD SLOMAN 
Production 
Under the Supervision of - 
CARL LAEMMLE, Jr. fie 
‘ From the Broadway Stage Play col 
by Milton Herbert Cropper and ; PP 
Max Siegel 9 . Ut. 
ax Siege | It’s a Laemmle Special | ho 
25 
Screen Adaptation by AL COHN C 
rec 
ho. 


Act Quickly---Book These 3 Laugh Riots and Up 


Bc 

REGINALD LAURA jars 

| | DENNY and KELLYS LA PLANTE ‘. 
in P ARIS The Screen’s Comedienne 

q. 

Z| “Good Morning Judge” -. Starring GEORGE SIDNEY and the Mary Roberts Rinehart Saturday Evening Post 

i A WILLIAM SEITER PRODUCTI with VERA GORDON, Kate Price, Gertrude Astor. FINDERS KEEPERS Cai 

i ; ON Screen adaptation and continuity by Al Cohn; story with Johnny Harron, Ed dB i 

with Mary Nolan, Dorothy Gulliver, Otis Harlan, supervision by Joseph Poland. . Y dak, one reese, Arthur Rankin, 

i Sailor Sharkey and Bull Montana. A WILLIAM BEAUDINE PRODUCTION A WESLEY RUGGLES PRODUCTION a 

ett 
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